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The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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‘. Your letter with check for $6.70 is at hand. The pamphlet will

Adily probably.

If there is anything that T déspise it is the cowardly pussyfooting we find
in all departments of life. People afraid of stepping og others' toes for fear
of making them squawk{ Tne result is that the bluffers thrive Bn the silence.

I never have feared to take a crack at any head that needed it. People whom
I have cracked have tried to get back at me either directly or by circunvention,
and I have always come back at them with harder cracks. I dont hit a person who
does not deserve to be hit, but the bluffers ¥ like to uncover. There is one per=-
son now dead whom I have always cringed at hitting, and that man was Rose, a dear
fribend, but I had to do it for he sold himself to Britton. It always hurt him to
get nit. But the hide of Rydberg and Greene was so thick that you had to put dy-
namite under them tp hurt them. I am about through hitting Rydberg. Everybody
knows him now. I am going to give Greene a final crack in my next @ontributions.
And I am going to hit Fernald then. A fighter of wourse gets hit, and should
take his medicine. They say if I hit Fernald he will come back at me. I am curiout

to see how he will do it.

If I go to }exico this fall I will surely have things that I shall have to

identify at Berkeley, and in that case will go up again, anﬁ will see you.
1 hope the new wife is playing the game all right. A zigogire is an angel

from Heaven, and a bad one is a devil from Hell. I know for I had one.

Betty @row was down yesterday, and has a job at fhe L.A.Museum , and was 80O
tickied to get it that she just danced. She is a peach of a girl. I hebped her
to get the place. Midge and Yesta are doing finely and as happy as clams.

Yours,

. Maprgn & jﬂwﬁ |
Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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(‘% | Dear:David:= I was rathor surprised to get your letier, for I did not ex-

|
|1=—'* . pectianyone outsdde of Claremont would remember my birthday. I greatly appreci
ate the kindness of my friends. I have never made a apecial effori to make
friends with anyone in my life, for I have always felt &t beneath me to try
« %o win anybody's regard, but for that very reason I feel the more attached
L 10 to those whp are friends. :
Your letter throwa a ,6130{1 of remembrance into the foreground, It does
4 not seem possible ‘that I have lived through the entire gamut of botanical
Saun --nuti‘ﬂtlyrf-m almost the beginning till now. When I was born Nuttall, Torrey,
w0 e un&-muﬁ.mf the other great leaders were still living. I knew all the active
"botainsts of .that date inecluding Hooker, and I have known all since that day
'+ © ' and mostly personally. Brandegee, Farish, Vasey, Wm. Buott, Rose,Pringle,
.and others were intimate friends. They are all goneZ.I Knew Dr. Rellogg.
J"esqnsreux, Newberry, GraybWatson, The desestable Greene, Orcuti, Scribner
‘were the bad eggs. Wow of ali that day group Britten and I are the only ones
left. Nature surely does sweep clean. I am much betier preserved at eighty
than any of them were gt that age. So far I have had no warninga of the break-
doyn that comes to all soon or late. My old machine wobbles at times, but
gtill in the ring. I have no eypectation of hanging on much longer, for I am
beginning .to .tire of the strenuous life, and my interest ie flagging. I would
like to conplete the task I set for myself long ago, and in the way I would
like, but it is the misfortune of most of us to die in the harness when the
w;rk ia.&glf done. How sorely I regret the slipping away of Parish and the
Brandegeea, but they were worn out, their photos shew it.
v Your letter reached me when I was about 150 years old, sick in bed with
what the Dr. called lumbago, helpless. It rea.ly was an attack of grip coil-
plicated with rheumatism, the worst in twenty years. The Dr. said I should not

go to the Snow Creek receftion but stay in bed, but I said I was going any

Unt Thatitu{e foF BErARICAT DBeUHeHtation **



not hurt me at all. I have about recoversd so that I am going to work today.
I wag sorry that it was not desirable to go te Stagnford for the reason
that I have no use for Abrsms or Pearce. I consider them traitors td genuine
Botany. I Have no personsl feud with either, but I considex Abrams a dirty
| gkunk to sell out to Britfon as hs Adid in hic second edition of the T.. A. fimx
" Plora. Mo man with = grain of self respect would have done it.
Pidree Bnd Bwain were suggested by me as referees.in the great amelter
“‘emoke ‘stit in Salt Take city, end both of them Sold out 'to the A S &R,
and brought ina perjured report throwing the blame for conditions on the only
‘emelter tHAt ever tried to ebate 'the smoks, and that had done little ox mo
‘damage to crops over the area in litigation. I was the Ieading smoke expert

“'ip that region and won all-the suite ever won against the smelfers. T xrfused

“its'enter the employ of the farmers because of their emploment;de:tqin lawyexr

hofi T ¥new were crooks and would (and Did) sell them out. SO Pearce and

‘Swain ‘were employed and sold eut. Pearce cannct hq14-h.i-a.- head in my DreEEence.

ey of course the only thing for me' to-do ie to stay away f£rom Stanford.

Whife I am on erookse- let me warn you against Howell, Miss Bastwood
“thinke he is a wonder, butihe will skin her:in the near futures He lost outb
“down here for being a traitor.
=17 Yreil, 'thanking yoi for your letler I 2 ams

" / { . vETy truly yours; o

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Dear David: - f]fctmy

Your letter is at hand. I send you today the following:

Ferns of the Vest $.50
Cont 7 1.50
8 .50
-] : e 2D
I0 1.50
12 .25

I2 is out of print
S I.00
Willow Family 80
Kontana Kotes 1.00
I4 .76
37.70

I dont think I have your §rthocarpus paper. If you have a spare copy, send it
along and check off the same number of pages against it from my bill, or whatever
you charge for it.

I have about I00 copies of Astragalus left, and so it is not likely that they
wiil be exhausted in the next five years. May be you will be a millionaire then.
Hope the matrimonial venture is stil] a picnic. I am beginning to think that it
k= is a long time between drinks for me. But leftover women do not attract me.
We are at the same old grind here now. How I do miss the old faces.
I am about done with the bibliographical work on my Mexican plants and soon
will get down to studying the new species.mlit has been a long and hard grind.
Tom Craig is down on his back with tuberculosis at a sanatarium.

Yours

M as Sﬁ&w

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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