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CORBULARIA CANTABRICA.

Tuis beautiful little gem seems to be rebellious to
all the modes of cultivation I have been able to
employ. Hot-bed, greenhouse, open air, all seem
alike to fail. I saw last year at Messrs, Backhouse's
nurseries at York, 150 pots plunged in ashes. each
containing a bulb, and amongst the whole I per-
ceived one solitary leaf. Messrs, Barr & Sugden
have imported the plant from Algeria by the thousand
bulbs, and I believe they have been equally unsuccess-
ful. Mr. Tyerman, of Tregony, has informed me
that he has succeeded in forcing some bulbs to grow
by stripping off all the outer coats. I myself have
pots full of them, from two to four years planted: 1
look at them fror time to time, and find that nearly
all are alive, but they do not grow. I mentioned
in your journal, some four or five years ago, that
I had found some bulbs with growing leaves
in my herbarium which had been gathered more
than twenty years ago. A circumstance which T
observed last spring at Algiers seemed to me to
throw some light on the subject, which was this:
The correspendent of Messrs. Barr & Sugden having
sent over a large quantity of bulbs of Corbularia, had
himself planted a handful in a pot, and placed them in
a back yard in the town of Algiers.  Within a fort-
night every plant had shot forth leaves, and when I
saw them they were 4 inches long. These bulbs had
probably nearly all flowered during the previous three
months. What I wish to infer from this experiment
is that we let them lie too long before planting, and
the bulbs’ coats then get hardened by exposure to the
air to such a degree that the hairy roots have not
power to penetrate them, because the consignment to
Messrs, Barr & Sugden, from which the few bulbs
above referred to are taken, showed as much obstinacy
as other imported bulbs. I have been equally troubled
with other Algerian bulbs, such as Narcissus elegans,
Spach ; Merendera filifolia, Camb. ; Pancratium
collinum, Coss ; all of which were gathered at the
end of April, when the plants (which flower in

.autumn) were in a state of rest. i v
' Some intelligent gardﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁr%'b‘né' day be able to
civilise. this beantitul little deliciously-scented Cor-
bularia. Seeds would, no doubt, grow, and I
endeavoured to procure some last spring, but the
mice are so fond of them that they eat them, capsule
and all, before they are ripe.

A somewhat similar example of the civilisation of a
species occurred to me many years-ago, when I intro-
duced into Europe the beautiful Linum grandiflorum.
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I sent seeds of this plant five successive years fo the
Garden of Plants in Paris, At first it would not
grow ; the next year it came up, but did not flower ;
then it flowered, but did not seed, until at length the
perseverance of M. Decaisne brought it under subjec-
tion, and T have since repeatedly tried in my garden
seeds of some scarlet-flowered Flax from its native
habitat, but could never succeed in making them
vegetate. Many of the Algerian bulbs are so encased
in the indurated soil during summer that no air-can
penetrate to them, and the first autumnal rains gradu-
ally soften the soil, which being heated by the
summer’s sun, cause them to shoot out into flower in
two or three days after there has been a sufficiency of
rain to moisten the soil. A very remarkable circum-
stance is this—that of all the Corbularias which have
grown in England T have only seen leaves and not
one flower ; whereas, had they beenleft in their native
soil and climate, nine out of ten would have showed,
first flower, and then a leaf. I am aware that it has
been flowered at Kew, and 1 have seen it in cul-
tivation at Montpellier many years ago. 1t ought
to be quite hardy in England, for it grows naturally
in Algeria, at great elevations, and insituations where
frosts in winter are both frequent and severe, Near
the coast it begins to flower in December, and in the
interior (the Zauts plateanx) it flowers as late as April.
1t is not found, to my knowledge, within hundreds of
miles of Algiers, but is very abundant in the neighbour-
hood of Oran, near the coast, and at Baghar, on the
borders of the Desert, south of Algiers. The proper
name of this plant is Corbularia cantabrica, Haworth ;
it was called Narcissus Clusii by Dunal, who gavea
good figure of it in the Bouguet Méditteransen, and
there is another excellent figure of it in the Scientific
Explovation of Algeria, under the name of Corbula--
ria monophylla, Although known to Clusius, who }
describes it as a Spanish plant, I believe it has never
been found in Spain since his time. Durieu de Mais-
sonneuve is the first modern author who described it in
the Révue Botanigue, by Duchartre in 1846, vol. ii.,
P: 425.

If any of your correspondents should wish to expe-
riment with this bulb, I shall be happy to supply them
_with fresh'roots gathered last spring. Giles Munby,
Alice Holt, Farnham. [A figure and description of

. this plant were given in our volume for 1870, p. 665.]
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<rlE ANTIQUITY OF THE “PHEASANT'S-EYE [LE, RED-
RINGED] NARCISSUS.”
To the Epitor of the St. JaMEs's GAZETTE.

SIR,—An accomplished writer on English rural life having recently
taken it for granted that the red cirele on the nectary of the
Narcissus poeticus or ‘‘ Pheasant’s-eye Narcissus,” is a modern invention,
1 venture, in defence of one of the most delightful associations of
ancient poetry, to directly traverse this exr cathedra, but entirely
baseless, assumption. Its author quotes, in all-sufficient proof of
its being a self-evident proposition, the well-known lines of
Ovid’s Metamorphoses [IIL, 502-10] describing the transformation
of the Beeotian youth, who flouted the mountain nymph Echo, into this
fading flower : “In place of his body they found a yellow flower, with
white petals encircling it, in the centre.” But the Greek and Latin writers
knew not one species or variety only of the Narcissus, but three or four.
The Narcissus of Theocritus 1., 133, and of Virgil in Eclogue VIII., 52, and
Georgics 1V., 161, includes every kind of Narcissus common to the countries
of the Mediterranean Sea ; but may be held to more particularly refer to
the “ Polyanthus Nareissus,” or N. Tazzetta, the most widely distributed
of all these Protean Amaryllids; and any one who knows it, or will
turn to the picture of it (Plate XXIX.) in Burbidge's Narerssus (S.
Reeve, 1875), will recognize that it 1is the plant referred to by
Ovid; and the ndrkissos of Homer’'s Hymn fto Demeler; and of
the (Edifus at Colonos of Sophocles, who qualifies it as kallibotrus—
d.e., ‘‘beautiful clustering”—and the wdrkissos en méso Brokocidés of
Dioscorides. The ‘‘queen flowering Narcissus” of Pliny [*ecalix
herbaceus ” of XXI, 5 (12) and * herbaceum ” of XXI., 19 (75)] must be
our N. viridiflorus, although it may be N. pseudo-Narcissus, “the Common
Daffodil.” But Pliny also describes [XXI. 5 (12)] a Narcissus with ‘“a purple
cup ” [“flore candido, calice purpureo”], which is undoubtedly identical
with the “ Narcissus purpureus” of Virgil in Eclogue V., 38, and the
narkissos en méso porphuroeides of Dioscorides [¢f. also Theophrastus,
VIL, 11]; the epithet purple in all these instances referring most assuredly
to the red rim of the frilled nectary of Narcissus poeticus: for the word _
* purple ” was used by the Greeks and Romans like the word “ bloody ” by |

our unclassed “masses,” not so much “as describing a specific eolour as a
universal expletive adjective indicating, inkr alia, anything strangely and
indescribably beautiful I Virgil’s ¥ Narcissus sera comans ” [Georgics IV,
122), generally identified with the ndrkissos of T heophrastus VI., 6, and
with the ‘““serotini” of Pliny XXI., 5 (12), is our M. serofinus : while
Pliny’s “purple lilies” [XXI, 5 (12)] are possibly the ubiquitous
! Jonquil."—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, -
Digitiz@ﬁ&h—%ﬂ&iﬂ(@br tanical Documentation,
arnegie Mellon University. Pittsburgh, PA e

GEORGE Birpwoob.
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