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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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1A RESIDEHCIA CEL CONSZJO SUPTRICR TE 'H\fESTlGA"""‘S_r;I_

This Besidancie is s2lrsedy wall known to meny investigators end researchers i
from many d fferant countries in ell parts of thne vorld, But, et the same time,
there ere still many scientists and rasesrchers vho do not know of the exlstanece
of tnis very important inetitution. And, firally, emong the many who come to Madrid
to carry on their studles, wile they use the Residencla es their home, thers ere i
many who know nothing of the historw of this institution,

Tre Pesidencia consists of thrae buildings (pabellones) widch contain accommoda-
tions for 162 persons - all rooms with bath end the nscessary services, In edaition,
there is a fine dining room where three excellent meals are served each day; meals
w=11 plamned from ths nutritionel point of view, well prapared end well served, In

eddition, there is & lobby and 2 salon, where residents can rast avhile, tzlk to

criends, partake of light rafreghments, 2 room for wetching TV, plus meeting rooms
vhere conferencec can be arranged.

This was the Residencia as I knew it ten years ego, on my first visit, This year,
nothing had chenged but someone had teken pictures of the Residencie znd had them on
sale 2s fostcerds. One of then was of the lovely ssla {e2lon) but the piano in the
picture was 41dantified es heving been played on by Fadarico CGarcia Lorca - the femous
poet. Another showed adelfas (oleanders) between two puildings =s having been plantsd
by gnother poet, Juen Nooon Jimenez. When I started to ask questions gboat the rela-
tionship of theee tvo femous individuals to the Residencia, I quickly learned that
the Resid.e neiz hed an unusuelly intsresting history.

First of all, it owed its existence to a movement which began in 1876, It was

called La Inetitucio;\ Libre d2 I:}-nse?mnza (which 1 am translatimg es Tle Institution
for Free Teaching and lezrning). The gosl was to provide a systen of education widch
would not be bas=d on & single point of wiew — whether rellgious, philosophical or
political. Legter, in 1807, the group mada connsctions with a gﬂ_ﬁg.ég_!}:i_aﬁ_ie
‘_-‘Ltui.fg_a_‘e_z:w_c—sii',;a_c_lﬁn-—:_s_;_Cj_v_-_rE‘._i_f*:_c_z-_g (Council for Ercedening Studies end Sclentific
1nvestiarz‘c!ans). Tris groop had plans for es teblisting Centers of Investizations,
Tretitates, ete, 4nd from this crme the Residencla wiich was pstzblished in 1910,

calle Fortu: der the direction of Alberto Jimpnez {'n".‘\-)

e la i
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renalined es dirsctor until 1936, ) The expenses wers cover-d by voluntary contributions,
while at the s=me time, arrangements were mads for a system of scholerships for those
~ who did not have the mcessary funds,

The Fesidencla opened in 1910 with 15 etudents ard in 1915 a Residencla Feminina

T e o T e T Flay e ihe At ey aiaaens )
was also established, In 15913, the Posidencia moved tn a new eite - where it is now —
on land which belonged to the Ministry of Public Instruction (in those days with teauti-
Tul views of the snow capped Slerra de Gyadarramna, 50 miles zway.) Also, in 5['313. the
stulents (who might better have bteen considered irvestigators, ressarchers) began to
publish the results of their studies. Later, in 1826, they tegan pubdblication of the
Ravista which continued until 1935. In 1320, the fesidencia was taking cars of 150
Mstudenta,"

Any 1listinz of the namss of these students soon finds zeny individusls who
later became famcus for their contributions to the oiltural history of Spain; poets
1ike Federico Gercla Lorca (who lived et the Hesidencie for 10 yerrs and played on
the plano still in the s=lonof the Hesidencia?) =nd Juen Re:mf-;n Jimenez, selentists liks
Dr. Juen Negrin, artists like Salvador Dall, and cthers like Mifuel de Unamuno, Jose
Ortege y Oasset, etc, La “seldencia came to be well known in centers of European
cnlture 2nd, among the names of visitors who came to chet with some of the important
individuzls at the "esidencia cne will find such cutstending individvzls es H.0. ¥ells,
Albert Einstein, Merie Curie, Revel, Milheud, ete.

imen ths Civil War broke out in 1936, the activities of the Residencia wers
suspended. but the Fesidencia remained, part of tha ti-e as a hospital, After the

war, erd with the formation of the Consejo Superior de Investigeciones Ciantifi cas,

thouzhts turnad once again to making the Besidencla a center for intellsctusl zetivities.

So, in 1944, tha 3eeldencia vas opsred ciace 2gain but this tlue mainly =g just a
Resldencie for investigators who came to do thelr woric in Madrid end usa the Hssidenda

as their home during their sizy in the city - vhether for a few deys, saversl wmontha,

OT 2 yaar or mora, All those sho lmve lived there carry away With them plezsant menoriss.

ay fron home, fommatiun of new friendships, stimulating c nversabicns, end -

rot to be forzolte m ‘the Di ible to
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