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from the secretaviat: Crmosica Borasica House, Wavtrau 54, Mass,, U.S.A. — Telephone: Wa 5-0600 — Cables: FLoRA |
June 28, 1954

Mrs, Ida K. Langman,

The Academy of Natural Sciences
of Philadelphia,

15th and the Parkway,

Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania.

Dear Mrs. Langman,

Thank you for your good letter of June 2l;, I mainly do not go to the Paris
Congress to "conserve natural resources", I am quite busy with CHRONICA BOTANICA
17 and quite happy with its progress.

The full neme is "Davy de Virville". At one time he was an Admiral of the
French Navy (unless I am mistaken)!

It would be good to send Dr. Sharp still some direct instructions regarding
the presentation of your paper and slides. Correspondence for Congress members
should be addressed thus:-

Congrds International de Botanigue,
orbonne,
Paris 5e, France.

It is my understanding from certain previous letters from Rickett khat he
will not go to Paris.

I have been distressed that a grant from the A.P.S. did not materialize.
I knew that they would not be¢ keen to make funds available for the preparation
of & bibliography and emphasized therefore at lemgth, in the memorandum which I
prepared, that the bibliography would be of a tremendous help to various kind of
research workers concerned with Mexican affairs, You will now have to try to
approson the Rockefeller people agmin, along these lines. Their extensive Mexican
staff needs your bibliography.

V. ex animo,

s} r
G, Undes

FV/ho2LU Frans Verdoorn.

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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International Union of Biological Sciences

INTERNATIONAL BIOHISTORICAL COMMISSION

[from the secretariat: Crnoniea Botanica House, Wavtiam 54, Mass,, U, 8. A. — Telephone: Wa 5-0600 — Cabler: FLora

NEWSLETTER 1 - On FUTURE VOLUMES of CHRONICA BOTANICA

Upon completion of Vols. 14-16 (E.D. Merrill's "The Botany of Cook's Voyages", I.W.
Balley's "Contributions to Plant Anatomy", E.H. Krelage's "Three Centuries of Flowering
Bulbs in the Netherlands" which are in press), CHRONICA BOTANICA will be issued, under
the auspices of the Int. Biohistorical Commission, as "An International Biological and
Agrioultural Record", with spscial reference to the cultural, intermational, historical
and methodological aspects of the life sciences, aocording to the following, tentative
scheme of Volume 17 (1955):-

MEMOIRS .~ To inolude, e.z., OGarrett's "Biology of Root-Infecting Fungi" ‘and Riokett's
"Strabo's Hortulus", .

"SYNPOSIA & MANUAIS".- To inolude, e.g.,"Recent Advances in Tropical Biology and Agri-~
oulture” and the "Paradisus Arcadiensis" (the scope of the latter will be extended
to cover the United States Subtroplcs and neighbouring regions).

RETROSFECTS AND PROSPECTS.- Recent advancos in the biologlcal sclences in historical
perspective.

THE FORUM,~ Easays on timely, methodological and historical subjeots.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE C. B. LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES.= To inelude, ®.Z.,
"Iimmaeus and his Time", "Ths Plant Solences during the Second Vorld War", and (in
later volumes) various guides to the history of biology.

THE CHRONICLE.- News, Quotations, New Books, Notices, etec.

RAMBLES IN THE PAST.- Mainly notes on the history of botanical gardens.

FOURTH WORLD LIST OF NORTH AMERICAN PLANT SCIENCE INSTITUTIONS.- A revised world list
of other Institutions will appear in subsequent wolumes, while this section will be
devoted in later wolumes to our "Concise Biographical Dictionary of Plant Scoientiats
(Indicis Botanicorum Prodromus)".

INDEX BOTANICORUM, I.- Biographical sketches of plant soientists, according to the out=-
lines given in Chron. Bot. 8: L25-hli8 (19LL).

BIOLOGIA 3.- A survey of international biological and medical affairs (Biologia 3 seq.
will no longer be made available separately).

CONTRIBUTORS TO VOLUME 17. - INDICES TO CHRONICA BOTANICA 17 and BIOLOGIA 1 & 2.

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT (Pallas 3).= Perhaps, Hales's "sStatical Essays" (p.p.).

Volume 17 seq, will be issued as single, 500-600 two-column page, volumes, to be set
up with electric typesetters, in our own office, which will enable us (1) to bring more
material in the new "Record" than we had in previous volumes, (2) to produce fairly
pizable volumes, fast and economically, (3) to ineclude again Vorld List data such as we
hed 4in Chron. Bot. 1/3, (L) to include again newa and articles such as we had in Chron.
Bot. Li/8, (5) to publish worth-while, lengthy mss. which cammct ha produced, under
present conditions, as singls boolm, (6) to publish certain symposia and manuals, whioh
cammot ensily be completed or produced as single volumes, over a period of years, and
(7) to publish the very extensive bibliographies which we have been preparing since the
early 1940's in appropriaste instalments. - Photographs and old prints will be reproduced,
in a superior way, on coated offset inserts. = The Chronica Botanica Co. will publish at
least one volume of the new "Record", a year, on behalf of the Int. Biohistorical Com-

mission, at approximately the same volume price as previously.
On_cum\.fm_

June 16, 1954 General Secretary

Digitized by the Hunt Institt



INTERNATIONAL COUNDIL OF CIENTIFIC UNIONS IN COOPERATION WITH UNESOD
Botanical Section of the International Union of Biological Sciences
INT. PLANT SCIENCE RELATIONS AND PHYTOHISTORICAL COMM |

from the chairman: |
Cunonica Borasica Houss

Chairman: F_MNI VERDOORN Waltham, 54, Mass,, U. 8.,
Executive Secretary: Telephone: Wa. 5-0600
Hivoe pe Vates Cables: Flora

February 18, 19

Mrs, lda hnm'
3509 Baring Street,
Philadelphia 4, Pa.

Dear Mrs. Langman,

Thenk you for your letter of February 8 and the pioture, which I am
glad to have, indeed!

I wes in poor heslth during the fall and early winter, I went to the
South for some weeks, and am now again much better.

I look much forward to receiving your manuscript from Dr, MeVaugh and
will give it serious attention, without delaying things.

You will heer again from me shortly.
Your new address has been noted!

I just received a copy of Guerra's Bibliografia de la Materia Medica
Mexjoana. This was published a couple of years ago and will be well kmown

to you,
With kind regards,
Youre ever sincerel_
ot UpaiSl—
Frans Verdoorn
FV/r1180n

igitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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INT. PLANT SCIENCE RELATIONS AND PHYTOHISTORICAL COMMISSION }

JSrom the chairman: '

Chatrman: Frans V, Curosica Borasica House
R :m;‘_‘““ Waltham, 54, Mass., U. S. A.
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CABLEN, FLORA, WALTHAM, MASS, € / £ TELEPHONE: WAL 0800
.l.' ] 4
{ { /,-' from the editor

P. O. Box 151,

Chronica Botanica Rl

MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A.
June 18, 1953

Mias Ida E. Langman,
Academy of Natural Sciences,
16th and Parkway,
Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Dear Miss Langman,

Thank you for your letter of Jume 12, 1953. I will not go to the Madison
meetings, wonder whether you are planning to come to Boston, some time this
summer or fall.

I have been going with much interest through your bibliography. - It is
guite a valuable opus, as much Mexicen literature is very obscure, i.e., not
properly included in existing bibliographies or abstracting journals. There
can be no doubt that the Mexican literature is often less available to the
world at large than the Argentine and Brazilian plant science literature.

If properly edited and set up, your bibliography is not ms large as I q
previously understood. It could easily be set up to make & book of about /
250-300 pages. - I could not produce such a volume in the U.S.A., but I may be |
able to induce one of the large, international Dutch publishers, as Fijhoff or i
Brill, to publish your bibliography, whenever you feel that it will have been

completed.

In due course, I may be able to help you with some minor suggestions and
additions. Today, I should like to write you sbout a matter of primeciple. I
have been wondering, & great deal, why you arranged your references by subjects.
I strongly feel that this does not work out sc well in this particular case.
Would it not be better, from all points of view (the readers, the authors, and
the publisherk) to arranze things approximately in the same way as in Merrill
and Walker's bibliography, with & good subject index, by numbers, at the end?

Regardless in which way your references will be arranged, your bibliography
will look better in print, I believe, if the entries would be retyped in a
slightly different way. To show you what I have in mind, I will have a few pages
retyped, these will follow in a few days.

As to subaidies, these would have to come from American organizations
interested in Mexican affairs. I am afraid that I cannot make any worth-while
sugzestions, wonder whether you ever contacted Mangelsdorf about this. Did he
ever see sections of your bibliogaphy? If not, I should be glad to show him the

Addrei all corrernondence on aditorial matters to Dr. Frans Verdoomn, all butivens correspondence. orders, remittances, ete. to the Chroilea Botanica Co.

verte




draff, which I have at present, before I will return it to you.

‘T will make certain tht you will have the manuscript back dnring the
nm week of July and look forward to hearing again from you.

With Eincere appreciatiom,
b3l - ._-i!" [ P r - -1y I 4 an BV
..-.3.'.‘ 1 1 pted Ll } Ve ex animo,
L T4 « BLASTIIO oAt : b L i D ] a L t
F‘i’/hva'f\-h dosT30L! g 4+ a0 Frans Verdoorn.
durods Yo a8 B W gu Tos viioas biuooo . u
IO { e "

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC UNIONS IN COOFERATION WITH UNESOO
Botanical Section of the International Union of Biological Sciences
INT. PLANT SCIENCE RELATIONS AND PHYTOHISTORICAL COMMISSION

Srom the chairman:
Chsirmioic Faiss V Curonica Boraxica House
Ewmm Waltham, 54, Mass,, U. S, A,
HiLoe pe Viies Telephone: Wa. 5-0600
2= Cables: Flora
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Srom the chairman:
Chairman: Fraxs Vernoory Cironica Boravics House

Waltham, 54, Mass.,, U, S, A,
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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF MCIENTIFIC UNIONA IN COOFERATION WITH UNESCO
Botanical Section of the International Union of Biological Sciences
INT. PLANT SCIENCE RELATIONS AND PHYTOHISTORICAL COMMISSION

Srom the chairman;
i Wallam, 5, s, U3 &
Hioe o Veies T:Iepban:‘.l-"t\f‘;:;“s.owo
July 8, 1953

Dr. Ida Langmen,

Academy of Natural Seciences of Fhiladelphia,
Hineteenth and the Parkway,

Philadelphia 3, Fennsylvania

Dear Mrs. Langman,
Thank you for your letter of June 28, 1953.

I look forward to talking with you before the A.A.A. Meetings, hope that you
will be in town before Christmas as we will leave for the South on the morning of
Degember 25. We will probably be terribly rushed between December 21 and 2Ll

You must not take my "re-writes" too serious. I made them chiefly to show
you how things might be typed in order to emable the printer, in due course, to
set wp your copy more easily and in a more economic mammer than the present
version of the ms. will permit. In making these samples, I followed my own style,
but this is a different matter and something of secondary interest.

I have & copy of Guerra's "Bibliogrefia de la lMateria Medica Hexicana", it
seems a useful bookl

I will return your ms, very shortly, during the past few days, Mangelsdorf
had to go out of town a number of times and I have not been able to get in touch
with him. I am anxious to do so, on your behalf, as he may be of quite some help,
in due course.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

6% Ugr———

Frans Verdoorn.

FV/hvli3 0N
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INTERNATIONAL OOUNCIL OF SCTENTIFIC UNIOAS IN Ml"lnﬂ WITH UNESCO
Botanical Section of the International Union of Biological Sciences
InT. PLANT SCIENCE RELATIONS AND PHYTOHISTORICAL COMMISSION

Jrom the chairman;:
- LI = Curoxtea Boraxica House
_! ﬂnr;:‘in:m \(W Waltham, 54, lui.aﬂ., .S AL
Hitox o Vares T%?F:;-mm
‘ July 16, 1353
d Or. Ida E.

Academy of Natural Sclences
of Philedelphis,

k 19th snd the Pariway,
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania

Dear Mrs. Lanmgman,

In a few days, I will return your "Bibliographia Botanica Hexica" which is
b at present being examined by Professor Mangelsdorf.

It is a most valuable piece of work and, in due course, I will endeavour to
have the book published for you.

1 hope that you may succeed in obtaining additional support to go agein to
Wexico, but if this may not work out well, I would most positively "close" the
bibliography as it is and make it ready for press without much further delay.
3 I do not doubt that you will be able to find quite some new data in Mexican
' libraries, but, on the other hand, the bibliography, which was not started with
the aim to be sbsolutely complete, seems in a very nice shape and fairly exhaus-
tive, rether than sketchy or unbalanced &s so many other, published bibliographies
are.

I would most certainly weed still out some of the boocks published abroad
which are not too important from & Mexican peint of view. I think that I saw, e.g.,
certain travel books published in Germany which might well be omitted. Also, to
give another example, an Itazlian pharmacognosy text, which does not deal in an
suthoritative or original way with Mexican druge, might well be deleted, There
are no end of such books in Ttaly, Spain, France, etc., and they will all have to
say "something" on Mexicen drug plants. In the same way, eny booklet on plant geo-
graphy will say scmething on the many vegetation zones of Mexico, but, unless
these authors were in Mexico or present a new theory of a particular Mexican
interest, I would skip them...

On the other hand, your bibliography is unusually valuable as it includes

many obscure titles published in Mexico, which were never included in the world's
[ abstracting literature, and I think that these should remain, by all means, in the

bibliography, even though they may not seem of any importance from a contemporary

point of view. These entries make your bibliography very valuable from many, par=
| ticularly alsc the historian of science's point of view and I can well understand

that you feel entitled to some additional support to dig for more of these refer-
ences which no one else will ever make available to us.

ccntiﬁﬂcd on pege 2

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Dr. Ida K. Langmen = page 2 - July 16, 1953

This being & scholarly piece of work, not a bibliography primarily prepared
for, let us say, & moderately intelligent employee of the U.S.D.A., who just
wants & couple of references on meize in Mexico, I continue to feel that your
entries should be arranged in elphabetical order, aoccrding to the authors, as was
done in Pritzel or Merrill & Welker. In that case, the book will meed & good
subject index, something like the subject index which we have at the end of the
gecond edition of Pritzel. This is & more useful index than the condensed index
which we find at the end of Merrill % Walker!

As I pointed out previously, considerable space can be saved if your entries

are retyped in a certain way. The subject index can also be made as useful as,
but to take less space than Pritzel's index.

If I were to make such & bibliography, I think that I would divide the
material in three sections:-

1) Fre-Linnmean authors, including recent publications of their previously
vnpublished mss., new editions, eto.;

2) A1l other authors;

3) Important, world-wide, texonomic reference works, as De Candolle's
Prodromus and Engler & Prantl which do not deal with Mexico in
particular, but which often include Mexican genera and species.

I would follow this arrangement as each of these groups needs & different
type of annotations, but this may be just a personal preference.

1 am elmost certain that I can interest s Dutch publisher in producing your
bibliography, in a very nice way, without too much (if any) subsidy, provided the
ms. would be retyped, uniformly, in order that the work cen be set up in a more
economic manner than the present ms. permits (roughly as per the sample entries
which I made ;or you).

WA
Believe me,

Yours wvery sincerely,
@/\Af-ﬂ ASgars—

ce: Professor Manpelsdorf. Frans Verdoomrn.

P.S«= Publication in Holland would not interfere in any way with & sood
distribution in the U.S.A, (via the Chronica Botenica Co., or another firm) and
it would securs the book much better distribution in soft-currency areas, as in
Germany, Spain, the British Commonwealth, and particularly also many Latin American
countries (which buy much more bocks in Europe than in the U.3.i., for currency
exchange and other remsons). The services of en active Mexican distributing agent
(perhaps thnt large, new medical publishing house which published the Guerro

'bi.bliogr more _easily be ob a Dutec ﬁnn e U.S. publigher,
Dlgltlzedpby cﬁe ]Ffunt Instltute ftSrnsl%O{anlca}I Cumentatlon



Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation






INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC UNTONS IN COOPERATION WITH UNESOO
Botanical Section of the International Union of Biological Sciences

INT. PLANT SCIENCE RELATIONS AND PHYTOHISTORICAL COMMISSION

Sfrom the chairman;
Curoxica Borasica Houvse
Waltham, 54, Mass., U, 8. A.

a?l-fml'u.\t Sﬂ:{dw_r: Telephone: Wa. 5-0600
1LDE DE VRIES Cablex: Floez

July 2, 1953

Chairman: Frass VErpoors

Dr. Ida K. Langman,

Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia,
19th and the Parlkway,

Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Dear Mrs. Langman,

Professor Mangels dorf returned your ms. to me mad I em forwarding it
again to you, by reilway express, insursd.

Dr. Mangelsdorf is also much impressed. He told me that he agrees generally
with the views expressed in my letter of July 16. He also feels that the book
would be improved by deleting such items as, to give an imaginary sample, a
small plant geography book, publishedin England, which has some pages on Mexico,
while the author was never in Mexioco and does not express any original views on
¥exico.

As to the subsidy needed to gather additiomal r eferences to obsoure litera=
ture published in Mexico, Spain, wté,, as well as archivalia, and to make the ms.
ready for press, Dr. Mangelsdorf does not have and cannot make very specific
suggestions. fevy o me (o daty wi) wad b k sucted | of onfia )

To me, there seems & good possibility that the Rockefeller Foundation may be
interested. I understand that your best chance would be (1) to work via the
Rookefeller-Latin-Ameriomn project (it may be called different!) at the Library
of Congress, or (2) to try to secure a temporary appointment with the Rockefeller
Mexican project.

It seems best that you approach Dr. Harry M, Miller, Jr., Division of Fatural
Sciences, The Rockefeller Foundation, L9 West L9th Street, New York, N.Y., ina
general way, starting only by asking for some general advice how to prooceed and
most positively without mentioning either Dr. Mengelsdorf or me,

)éﬂ._é,éa, Cn albond ced Wil ) VAus bo b it

Dr. Mangelsdorf is an official advisor of the Rockefeller Foundation and he can

only be of help, a formal application will have been made.” It is not proper
or him initiate, or even to be associated with, a request for help such as I am
suggesting.

| I em sending Dr. Mangelsdorf a copy of this letter in order that he will know
| what I wrote you, and remain, with the assurance of my appreciation and consideration,

Yours sincerely,
s Upin
FV/ v UN Frans Verdoorn.

Digitreares by she bbunnt [nstitute forBownicakDeoc@hentdtion
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INTERNATIONAL BIOHISTORICAL COMMISSION

from the seeretariat: Camoxica Boranica House, WarLTiAM 54, Mass,, U.S. A, — Telephone: Wa 5-0600 — Cables : FLora
February 18, 1954

¥rs, Ida K, Langman, |
Academy of Hatural Sciences

of Philadelphia, |
19th and the Parkway,
Fhiladelphia, Pennsylvania. |

Dear Mrs. Langman,

T think that I owe you a letter or perhaps even several letiers, but
I am frightfully much behind with all correspondence as for almost two weeks
I had to give every hour to the proofs of Dr. Merrill's forthcoming memoir
on "The Boteny of Cook's Voyages'".

While making the revision of these proofs reasdy, Dr. Merrill added the
rider of which I enclose a carbon. Much reference is made in this to rebus
Mexicanis and I should be grateful if you would find it possible to go once
Through the enclosed material. If you find anything which is not correct,

I shall be obliged, indeed, if you will treat the enclosure as if it were a
printer's proof and if you will return this to me, if possibtle within a fort-
night.

I beg that you will not communicate directly with Dr. Merrill, he has not

been well at all lately and should not be bothered at present. He gave me

full euthorization to make such changes or corrections im his riders as I might

consider desirable. |
I shall write agein soon about other matters.

V. ex animo,

=R N
L) as, Uadd ——
-.-/

W/hvE'l U Frans Verdoorm.
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