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“A third station in Pennsylvania for Potentilla tridentata " Bartonia, 1939
“Guadalajara pearl of the west.” Modern Mexico 16(2):20-24, July 1943,

“We spend a year in Mexico.” Modern Mexico 16(9):24-27, Feb. 1944

“With plant press in old Mexico.." Frontiers 9(1):12-31, Oct. 1944.
“Eating is fun in Mexico." The Pan American 5(100): 16-18, 1945

“The fruit bowl goes tropical " Frontiers 10(5):137-138, 161, June 1946
“New names in the fruit bowl.” National Digest: 52-55, Sept. 1946

“The Uruapan we knew.” The Pan American 6(10):22-24, 1946.

“Panamericanismo - platitude or reality.” Panamericanismo 6(12):1-3, June
1947.

"Chiapas: where orchids are epiphytes.” Panamericanismo §(10):1-4,April
1949.

“Profile --busy lady " Panamericanismo 8(11):1, May 1949.

"Dos figuras casi olvidadas en la historia de la botanica Mezicana.” Revista
Soc. Mex Hist. Nat. 10(1-4):329-356, Dec. 1949.

“Apuntes biograficos del Sr. Mateo Botteri.” Bol. Soc. Bot Mexico 14:21-22,
1952.

“Nota bibliografica.” Bol. Soc. Bot. Mexico 15:29, June 1953

“Una bibliografia de la flora Mexicana " Memorias Congreso Cientifico
Mexicano 6:368-388, 1953
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“Botanical impressions of travel in Mexico " Asa Gray Buil, new ser 2(3):201-
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A selected guide to the literature on the flowering plants of Mexico,
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1964. 1015 pages.

"Recuerdos del Dr. Faustino Miranda.” Ciencia Méx. 24 (5/6):177-180, 15 Feb.
1966.

"Mexican botany.” Tazon 17:301, June 1963.

“"Recuerdos del Profesor Maximino Martinez.” Bol. Soc. Bot. Mexico 30:27, May
1969,
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“Meeting Report -- Latin American Congress of Botany.” BioScience, June
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“Hura polyandra and a plant called ‘ava’" Morris Arbor. Bull. 26(1):4, March
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Livingston Publishing Company, 1963. Morris Arbor. Bull. 14(3):54-55,
1663,

Review -- Flowers for the King. The expedition of Ruiz and Pavon and the
flora of Peru by Arthur Robert Steele. Durham, North Carolina: Duke
University Press, 1964. Econ. Bot. 1965

Review -- Huntia. Torreya 93:461-462, 1966.

“La historia natural ¢ jardin Americano de Fray Juan Navarro -- 1801.°
Taxon 23(4):633-634, Aug. 1974.

Review -- Historia Natural ¥ cronica de la antigua California. Adiciones y.
correctiones a la noticia de Miguel Venegas by Miguel del Barco. Edited with
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Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México, Instituto de Investigaciones

Histéricas, 1973. Plant Sci. Bull. 22(2):20-21, June 1976.
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The writings of Ida Kaplan Langman

*Instituto Naelonal De Investigaciones Sobre Recursos Bié%ioos‘
AABGA Bulletin, Fage 30 1979

Please notes Wonth of publication not indicated in the tear
sheet from the Bulletin of the American Ass'n of Botanical
Gardens and Arboreta.

mﬂk BO\' ews '

Combined review: Estudios boténicos en_la rafgén de g;zgﬂtlg by

Arturo Gomez Pompa, Vera Cruz. Ins uto Mexica no de Recursos
laturales Renovables. Mexico. 27 June 1966. Taxon 17:301, June 1968

La Veictnnidh de Nueva Galicia. Contributione from the University

of Miohlg an Herbarium . Ann Arbor, Michigan. 1966 by Jerzy
Rzedowski and Rogers McVaugh. Taxon 17:301, June 1968

The @ enus N%cd’tiuna by Thomas Go odspeed. Walthan, Massachusetts,
The nica pBotanica Co."” and New York City, U.S.A.

"Stec hert-Hafner Inc.", 1954,XXII (Name of p ublication not

indic ated on t earsheet Page 141 under heading Notas Libliocgraficas

Add _to_list of i 8

“Bna bibliograf ice de la flora Mexicana"™ Section 2. %anor;gg
de la _Academis _lincional de Ciencias de Mexi co, Vol.58 1956
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1ologla SECRETARIA ACADEMICA

UNIVERSIDAD NACIONAL
AUTONOMA DE MEXICO

Apartado Postal 70-233
Mésico 20, . F. December 13th, 1991.

Tel, 550-59-21

MS. ANITA KARG

ARCHIVIST

HUNT INSTITUTE FOR BOTANICAL DOCUMENTATION
CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY

Pittsburgh, Penn. 15213-3890

U. S. A.

Dear Ms. Karg:

Here are four more references for your collection:

LANGMAN, I. K. 1958. Notas adicionales para una
bibliografia sobre la vegetacién de Chiapas. Bol. Soc.
Bot. México 23: 146-164.

LANGMAN, I. K. 1960. Works prior to 1800 useful for
studies in Mexican botany. Rev. Interamer. Bibl. 11: 219-
243 (1961).

LANGMAN, I. K. 1957. Recuerdos de Chiapas. Ateneo
(Chiapas) 7: 43-51.

LANGMAN, I. K. y M. F. F. SOUTHWELL. 1969. Proyecto Index
Nominum Genericorum. Bol. Soc. Bot. México 30: 95-96.

Could it be possible to have copies some of the paper that
Mrs. Millstone sent you. We would like to have a copy of the
first page of the article "Una bibliografia de la Flora
Mexicana", Mem. Acad. Nac. Cienc. Méx. 58 1956, and copy of
the paper on AABGA Bull. page 30 (1979).

Thank you for your help and kindness.

With best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

i
= L
DR. ALFON DELGAD{] SALIMNAS

*meem
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INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE INVESTIGACIONES
SOBRE RECURSOS RIOTICOS
Joa K. Laxcasan =

The Instituto, established just four vears ago in July 1975, 1
ceived penmission two years ago 1o establish a botanical garden just
outside the ciry of Xalapa, Veracruz. The site i¢ an abandoned cofiee
plantation, know formerly as Rancho Guadclupe. 1t was taken over
by the state, and about seven heciares of the property now form
the basis of the garden. Most of the trees once grown there have been
1emoved, and plants that are native to the region are being planied.
The remains of 3 natural forest have been preserved and are being
enlarged. In the beginning help was provided by a specialist from the
Royal Botanical Garden a1 Kew, who spent 2 manth in Xalapa work-
ing with the director, Andres P. Vovides, on plans and programs.

The garden, known officially as the Jardin Botdnico Fiancisco
Xavier Clevigrro in honor of the famous scholar who was born in
Veracruz, plans three kinds of activities: educatien, conservation
and investigation. Plans include programs to involve the prople of
Xalapa in various ways. Groups of students have already come to
visit the garden. Fiestas, concerts and other functions are held in
the garden; at these times, visitors enter free and are given guided
1ours of the garden. There are now three students, two of them with
degrees, helping in the garden. Special publications have been pre-
pared for children—one with drawings submitted by the children
themsclves.

Most of the plants are now labeled and provide basic information.
For large irees covered with cpiphyies, large maplike labels are
placed near the tree 1o indicate the Jocation of the epiphytes and
their names.

Presenily, an indigenous 1ype of hut, a palapa, is being constructed
1o provide shelter from the rain and sun. There will be a small lake
for aguatic planis, a greenhouse for desert plants, a pinetum, a
palmetum, a garden of omamentals and a vegetable garden 1o en-
courage residenis of the arca 1o grow their own vegetables.

Paths will be available for exploring all parts of the garden. Some
unusually large specimens of native irees have been preserved—
Liguidambar, Carpinus, Platonus and Quercus—ithat remind visitors
of the relationships of the local foresis 10 those of the eastern United
States.

Very recently 30 more heciares have been made available 1o the
garden 1o be used as an ecological park. Four types of vegelation
will be labeled as follows: 1) pasture Jand with grasses; 2) secondary
vegelation, known locally as acahwal; 3) full growth forest (the
bosgue); and 4) riparian arcas, along a stream in the garden. Plants
in these areas will be numbered, and guides for identification will be
available.

* 116 South Raleigh Avenue, Apt. 7H, Atlantic City, NJ 08401,
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As may be expected, Cn. Danwiy is men-
in many chapters as a pioneer of
r\mrcll in many divergent felds of Gali-
pagos biology. Although the reviewer would
not care to underwrite J. Huxiex's statement,
at the beginning of the firt chapter, dealing
with Daswix's ideas derived from his studies
in Galipagos and their later development,

is i ‘hat more i ivelv. But,
mbdhﬂudks.themumnmmmuiduh
from all the basic fields which contribute to
an understanding of the fora and the vege-
tation of a region: physiogmphy, climate,
soils, ete. In both, the types of vegetation
are described in some detail but with some
differences. In thc Misantla publication Dr.

that “Charles Darwin effected the greatest Goémez Paulpm d in both ecological

of all revolutions in human thought. ", this  and hasizes primary

booknnwhatmid:lbewmdan--, and . types and the com-
the most imp part of the raw  ponents of c.wh In I.he Nuews GI"t"l m-dy.

material  with which melx srnmd is  the hasis is on

warmly d to k tation ty-pcs are discussed as divided nmnus

geologists, and specialists in e\o&llﬁwar}
biology alike.
K. U, Knamzn

MEXICAN BOTANY

Aptuno Gonez Posea — Estudios botdni-
cos en la region de Misantls, Veruenz, Insti-
o Miess de A N les R
vables. México. 27 Jun, 1966. 173 p. 49 fig.

Jenzy Bzepowsia and Rocers MoVaveci —
La vegetacion de Nueva Galicia. Contribu-
tions from the University of Michigan Her-
baritm 9{1): 123 p. 28 fig. map. Ann Arbor,
Michigan. 1966,

Here are two important works on
botany in Mexico which have appeared in
recent years. Both are examples of the contri-
butions being made in this field by the two
leading young botanists in Mexico: Dr. Gimez
Pompa and Dr. Rzedowski. (Dr, MeVaugh is

regions of Mexico before we can begin to

hope for the much needed Flora of Mexico

or Flora of Middle America. Both are guite

similar in their treatment; both show to a

considerable extent the influence of the bot-

anist, Dr. Faustino Miranda, who was re-
ible for lating and traini

of the younger botanists of the Mexici
today.

2,

Spanish rule) includes the states of Jalisco,
Colima, Aguascalientes as we!] as parts of
\nylrit. D Z i and
Michoacdn, 1n the fist study a smaller area

Juxe 1968

four ph}mgruphlc u'g'mu: And in bo!h.
maps and add i to
an understanding of the areas being studied,
The work by Gomez Pompa concentrales on
the trees and shrubs of the flora (reflecting,
perhaps, the special interest of his teacher,
Dr. Miranda), listing the families with tree
or shrub species and then considering the
families in detail, Rzedowski and McVaugh,
on the other hand, close with a systematic
enumeration of 1400 species of vascular
plants covering collections which were made
between 1949 and 1966,

As a final note, it should be stressed that
hoth works are in Spanish, This is not unusual
with regard to the Gomez Pompa work, which
was published in Mexico, But it is
with the Rzedowski-McVaugh work since
that was published in the United States. The
Uni ity of Michi, istube
for its it to Inter-A cooper-
ation by recognizing thnk in piesmling a
study of a region in Mexico the most logical
procedure is to publish it in Spanish. Bravol

The two works here reviewed should be
studied not only by all who are interested in
Mexican botany, but also by those who are
interested in general vegetation amd;u md
in ical and sub-tropieal
worldwide or limited to the Amerim

K. Laxoatas

DIATOM CATALOGUE

Sant L, Vax Lasocias, Catalogue of
the Fossil and Recent Genera and Species of
the Diatoms and their Synonyms. Part 1.
Acanthoceras through Bacillaria, xi + 4683
pp. 1967, Verlag von J. Cramer, 3301 Lehre,
Germany.

The origins of the work under review go
back a long way, to the Caotalogue of the

301
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NOTAS BIBLIOGRAFICAS

Goodspeed, Th Harper: The Genus Nicotiana,
Walthan, Massachusetts, U. S. A, "The
Chronica Botanica Co, "andNew York City,
U.S.A.: "Stechert-Hafner Inc. ", 1954, XXIF
536 pp., 118 figuras e ilustraciones,
u$s 12, 50.

Esta obra maestra del catedritico de Boti-
nica y director del Jardin Botinico de la Universi-
dad de California, (Berkeley, California, U. S. A
forma el volumen 16 de "Chronica Botanica”. Consta
de seis partes. Las cuatroprimeras forman la base
de una interpretacion (que se desarrolla en laquinta)
de los origenes, relaciones y evolucion del genus
nicotiana (el tabaco). La Parte Vipresen ta una
reorganizacion taxonomicade esta importantisima
planta, con claves de los sub-géneros y descripeio
nes de todas las categorias incluidas en el genus.

Durante mis de treinta afios, elautor se ha
dedicado a investigaciones de la planta nicotiana,
por medio de exploraciones, experimentos de culti
vo de varias especies; yestudiosen la distribucion,
morfologia y citologia de la planta, logrando reunir
una coleccion de plantas vivas de 56 de las 60 espe-
cies reconocidas, la cual hizo posible estudios muy
extensos sobre la morfologfa y citologia del genus,
y experimentos en la hibridizacién de las varias
especies. Ahora, en este libro, cumbre de sus tra-
bajos, ofrece al mundo cientifico todos los resulta-
dos de estas investizaciones en una forma que
seguramente servird como obra basica por largos
anos en el futuro.

En la parte primera de la obra hay un re-
sumen de la distribucion (actual y prehistirica) de
nicotiana en el mundo: en América del Sur, en Nor-
teamérica, en Australia yenel Sud-Pacffico. Mapas
bien detallados acompafian los cuatro capitulos de
esta seccibn, Esta parte ha de tener gran interés no
solamente para los estudiantes de la fitogeografia
v 1a historia de la distribucitn de las plantas, sino
también para todos los que se interesan en 1a histo-
ria geoldgica de las regiones del mundo donde la
nicotiana es planta indigena. Para los lectores de
Ciencia y Tecnologia, los capitulos 3 y 4, sobre la
dstribucion de nicotiana en América del Sur y en
Norteamérica tendrin especial importancia porque
el Dr. Goodspeed presenta sus teorias sobre la
distribucion de nicotiana, bien apoyadas con datos
detallados de la historia geoldgica de gran parte del
Nuevo Mundo.

La segunda seccion presenta informes
sobre la morfologfa y anatomfia de nicotiana, yla
tercera, una de las mds importantes secciones del
libro, trata de su citologia. Aqui se consideran los

nimeros de las cromosomas, la citologia de la re-

produccion de la planta, la citologia delos hibridos,
y estudios en euploidia, aneuploidia y amphiploidia.
La parte cuarta ahonda mis en la citologia de los

hibridos inter-especificos, Enla quinta, el Dr

Goodspeed ofrece sus teorfas de la evolucion delge
nus: por medio de amphiploidia, hibridizacidn, in-
trogresidn y reorganizacion de los cromosomas,

En la dltima seccifn hay descripciones de
mas de 60 especies y variedades del genus nicotia-
na. En esta parte el autor reconoce la colaboracion
de la Dra. Helen-Mar Wheeler y del Dr. Paul C.
Hutchison. Las ilustraciones (hay un dibujo para
cada especie y variedad), demuestran muy clara-
mente todas las diferencias de importancia en la
mori{ologia de la planta. También hay ilustraciones
de todos los caryotipos, con la excepeion de cuatro
especies, La evolucion entera del genus se presenta
en diagramas, en las cuales se incluye la derivacion
de cada una de las 60 especies. Completa el libro
una bibliograffa muy extensa de todos 10s trabajos
citados.

Como se ve por este resumen, la obradel
Dr. Goodspeed debe ser incluida en todas las biblio-
tecas cientificas que se especializan en la historia
natural, particularmente en la botinica. Serv ird
como obra de consulta para los estudiantesen todas
las ramas de la botinica, tanto como para los que
se dedican a estudios de la genética, citologia, fito-
geogralia, etnobotinica, ete.

a. Ida K. Langman
Academy of Natural Science of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.

Hall, Thomas §. and Moog, Florence: Life Science,
New York, U.S.A., John Wiley and Sons,
Inc. , 1855, X-502 pp. ,411 fig., u$s 6. 50,
Los autores, ambos profesores universita
rios de Washington, especializados en Zoologia, son
muy conocidos entre los bi6logos. Y si esto no fue-
ra garaniia bastante para leer este libro, ellos
mismos nos dicen en el prologo que losdistintos
capitulos han sido sometidos a la revision y critica
de biblogos especializados en la respectiva materia.
El libro viene anunciado como de texto para el
"College” americano; esto es, para la formacidn de
una cultura superior. En los once capitulos de que
consta se trata de la vida celular, de las plantas,
de los vertebrados e invertebrados, reproduccion,
origen de las especies y el organismo frente al
medio, Es tanta la cantidad y tal la calidad de las
flustraciones, con esquemas, grabados, fotos ¥y
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From: Mae K. Millstone, 1481 Hollywood Pkwy, York, PA USA/Tel: 717-843-4443

OBITUARY OF IDA KAPLAN LANGMAN

Ida Kaplan Langman, botanist, bibliographer, and author of 50 articles published in
English and Spanish language journals dealing with botany and bibliography, died July 10,
1991 at Stapeley in Germantown health care center in Philadelphia, where she resided for
more than five years. She was 87 years old.

Suffering from the effects of Parkinson’s disease for many years, she died of cardio-
pulmonary arrest.

Mrs. Langman is best known for her book, A Selected Guide to the Literature on the
Flowering Plants of Mexico, published in 1964 by The University of Pennsylvania Press. This
monumental work of over 1,000 pages that took more than 16 years to compile, includes in
addition to the annotated bibliography of botanical literature, works in such related fields
as the economic uses of plants in agriculture, horticulture, medicine, pharmacology, industry,
and the history of botany in Mexico.

Following publication of the book, Mrs. Langman was elected a Corresponding
Member of the Academia Nacional de Ciencias de Mexico. And the American Library
Association announced its selection as the outstanding book of the year.

Funds for the preparation of the book were provided by the National Science
Foundation and the American Philosophical Society.

Mrs. Langman was born on February 7, 1904 in the city of Nezhin in the Kharkov
district of the Ukraine in Czarist Russia. That year, while just an infant of only a few
months, she came to the United States with her parents, who were eager to leave before the
outbreak of the Russo-Japanese War,

She received her education in Philadelphia, graduating from Sharswood Elementary
School and South Philadelphia High School. Upon graduation from the Philadelphia Normal
School at the age of 18, she started on her first career--teaching--which ended 35 years later
when she retired from the position of museum teacher assigned by the Board of Education
to the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences.

While working as a teacher, Mrs. Langman continued her education at the University
of Pennsylvania. After many years of after-school, evening and Saturday morning classes,
she earned a B.S. in Education in 1930 and a master’s degree in Botany in 1947. For her
thesis topic she chose a bibliography of the flora of Mexico. Having spent the summer of
1938 in that country, she became enamored of the country’s plant life, its people, its history.
And when she returned home, she started to study Spanish and became fluent in that
language. The thesis, expanded after additional years of research in libraries in the U.S. and
Mexico became her award-winning Selected Guide.
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In 1949, assisted by a Travel and Maintenance Grant from the U.S. State Department
(through the U.S. Office of Education), she took a leave of absence from teaching to
continue her research in libraries in Mexico.

After retiring from teaching in 1956, she continuedwork on the book as a Research
Fellow at the University of Pennsylvania.

With the publication of the Selected Guide, a new career as a bibliographer opened
up for her. She served as the first leader of the Index Nominum Genericorum project at
the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. in the late 1960’s.

In 1972 the Botanical Society of Mexico awarded her a medal for making a special
contribution to Mexican botany. She was also appointed adassociate bibliographer at the
Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation of Carnegie-Mellon University in Pittsburgh.
In that capacity she continued to work in libraries in Utrecht, The Netherlands, and in Spain.

In 1988 Jerzy Rzedowski, a Mexican botanist, named a new mint species he found,
Stachys Langmaniae, in honor of Mrs. Langman.

The Philadelphia Botanical Club awarded her a Life Membership.

She was also an active member of long standing in the Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom, the Philadelphia Teachers Union and the American Civil Liberties
Union.
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BOOK REVIEWS

A Selected Guide to the Literature
on the Flowering Plants of Mexico

By Ida Kaplan Langman. University of Penn-
syvlvania Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 1015 pages.
325,

A tremendous amount of work by a dedicated
bibliographer has produced this massive, impressive,
and valuable book at a most opportune time. As
more and more botanists follow their research inter-
ests south of the Rio Grande across artificial political
boundaries, they often soon encounter a boundary—
no, a barrier—that slows further progress to a dis-
couraging pace. This barrier is the “resources bar-
rier,” and it is automatically reached in taxonomic
work when the search for an appropriate monograph,
article, or other reference takes twice as long as does

G abedeyyx(2):e3 s5c
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occasional typographical error in a date (such as
*1950" for “1960") may cause a temporary ques-
tion in the mind of a research worker, other “errors”
are only relative. Considering the problems of trans-
literation and of orthographic variants involved with
many Aztec and Mexican common namies, the change
of “Citzotzel” to “ci-tzotzil” (on page 894, in the
index) and the change from “Amarille” o “Ama-
rilia” (on page 864, in the index) are certainly of
no consequence except to those who seek perfection,
over utility, for perfection’s sake alone.

More books such as this, that add significantly to
our research resources on tropical botany, are sorely
needed. Perhaps now that the way has been shown
others may follow.

—C. RiTcHIE BELL
Department of Botany
University of North Carolina

the identification once the reference is discovered,

With this excellent annotated bibliography, con-
taining some 22,000 rather thoroughly cross-indexed
references, the identification and classification of
Mexican plants will be a much quicker and more
enjoyable task. And through proper use of the vari-
ous cross listings in the index, the Guide also func-
tions as an interesting source of information on the
history, agricuiture, ethnobotany, drug plants, Indians,
plant collectors, and botanists of Mexico. In the 28
pages of “Journal Titles Cited” are given the
full title of each periodical and a valuable note as
to where some of the more obscure of these publica-
tions may be found.

From an Errata sheet (kindly supplied by the
author) and from my personal perusal of the book,
it seems to be about 99% perfect. Although an

h—-n.._"—. = mads
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REVIEWS

A Selected Guide 1o the Literature o 1ke Flowering Plants of Mexico, By Ina
Karres Laxuas, 1015 pp, University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 1964

$35.00.
The publication of this A bibliography culmi more than 20 vears of
dedicated labor. The breadth of Mrs: 1 : h on the K e of Mexi-

can hotany is indicated 1o some extent by the journals and the biblographic titles
cited in the preliminary materials and by the st of Hbrarics which she consulted.
In order to obtain references to local material that might not have found its way to
the larger libraries, Mrs, Langman visited libraries In 27 states of Mexico, so that
here we have an invaluable toal for all having an interest in any aspect of Mexican
botany from the time of the Conquistadores to the present. The viscssitudes of
publishi Adently made i ible the last minute inclusions of references to the
mast important taxonomic contribution to our knowledge of the flora of northwest-

ern Mexico, 1. L, Wiggins, Flora af the S Desert (S Press,
19647

Of the 1015 pages, 792 are d d 1o an alphabetical ion of author cita-
tions. The user should refer to Mrs, L s ks (p. 12) regarding the diffi-
culties encountered in citing authors' names, especially the Latin American “tri-
nomials."

The 156 pages of Index (four columns to a page) immeasurably increase the.
value of the Bibliography, for the author’s labor has forestalled ours. Familinrity
with its organization will enable knowledgeable researchers to by-pass several of
the refercnce steps, Otherwise, a step-hy-step search for information about feama
would lead the reader from jicama to the genern Cacara, Dolichos, and Pachyrehi-
=us, each of which in turn refers him to “Leguminosae.” Under this family the
genera are listed in alphabetical order. Under the genera are various subject head-
ings, and, finally, the desired author references to the main part of the Bihliography,
qv. A by hicall, i {able but unf; tural difficulty in the
Index is the minimal inds jon of the first subheadi This, coupled with the
fact that the main heading {when a subject is carried from column to column) is
included only on the first of the four colunins of each page, sometimes makes it
difficult to find the desired entry in the Index. This problem is amply illustrated
by perusal of the several pages of references to the Cactaceae.

1da Langman, the institutions and grantors which supported her work, and the
University of Pennsylvania Press deserve our thanks and congratulations for biring-
ing this werk to fruition, It is a “must” for all libraries having any interest in
Mexico, as well as for all people concerned with any aspect of the plants of the
area. Anyone using the volume should first turn to p. 9 and lighten his day by
réading “Random Thoughts on Bibliographies"—Axserra Cawren, Department of
Rotany, University of California, Berkeley.

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




_in the alphabetic sequence. The third-column heading “Syst

Book Reviews

A Sewrotin Guine 1o THE LITERATURE ON TIE Pl.o\unll.n Prants or
Mexico, By Ida Kaplan | A Morris Arb ph. Uni-
verity of Pennsylv ania Press, Philadelphia. 1964, 1015 p, £25.00,

When a reviewer is confronted by a volume of this size, he i inevitably
reminded that a few statistics may help him answer those all-important ques-
tions: Does the book have substance? Would 1 want it for my own library?
My, L.\n;man does not say, as far as T can see, just how many titles are in-
cluded in her biblisgraphy, but the body of the text occupies almest BOD frages.
Random counts indicate that there are usually about 25 references on o two-
coliimn page, so we arrive al once al a I‘qurc of :lbmlt ACI 000 articles listed in
the entire work, 1t is stated in the i ilation was begun
in 1946 and the manucript completed in I'I!‘" ‘I"hu it far cry from N\l:n1h
Lebn's Biblioteca Botanico-Mexicana, which has been up to the present the
most generally useful and available bibliography in the feld of Mexican botany.
Ledn's little book was completed in two and onehall months, and listed the
works of Bi6 authors,

As another statistic it may be noted that on pages 33 -61 are listed the
journals cited or examined in the preparation of the Guide. Sample counts
indicate that between 2250 and 2400 journals are listed. In the list are not
only the expected botanical periodicals, and those more grm:ml ones devoted to
natural history, but also a wide sclection of suggestive and intriguing titles like
Parfums de France; Mercurio Volante (Mexico, 1772-73); Modern Philology
{Univ. of Chicago, 1903) ; Vegetarian News (London, 1921); and Tribuna
Tiracelita (Mexico, 1944). Scanning these lists of titles, one suspects that the
coverage of the Guide may be broad mther than narrow; this is indeed the case,

Not the least impressive part of the book is the index, which occupies pages
850~ 1015, and is set up in a four-column format. More of the index anon;
it seems a good sign, however, that in a reference book of this kind the index
occupies almost one-ffth as many pages as the body of the text, even though I
it is printed in small type and a condensed formar

It is clear that the book has its good and bad features. As the bad ones
are w0 immediately obvious to the user, it may be well to mention them first.

For such a large volume, the binding is poorly done; the cover on the review

copy before me has already begun to tear loose from the body of the work.

For such an expensive book it seems a pity to have to add the cost of a new

binding before one can use the Guide for daily reference. Another drawback,

from the user's standpoint, is the complexity of the index. Because of the many

cross-references, subentrics and sub-subentries, it would have been a

improvement if the editors could have managed to insert a guide word

head of each of the four columns on each page, not merely at the head
left-hand column. It is disconcerting, for example, in the SU-SY pan
alphabet, to find the entry “pre-Linnacan works” at the head of the thi
column. Looking back to the preceding column, one finds this is a part

the subentry “Mexico, plants of, in pre- works,” and this in t

goes back to “Sy works, pre-Li " which is in

—

ﬁ.ﬂ‘!
srsik]

&d

continued” would at once have resolved the difficulty for the user, made

to him his place in the alphabet, and saved him the time of retracing his steps

to the main entry before he could intelligently interpret the subordinate entries.
Individual words, especially names of genera, are hard to find quickly in

the index. It is often quickest to turmn the pages to an entry alphabetically

later than the desired one, then turn back to find the latter. For example, o

- '
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find the genus Pergea, we encounter fint a crossrefercnce to the family Laur-

aceae. On page 935 the left-hand column is headed “Lahiatar—continued."

Quickly mrmng the page, past the right-hand column headed "IT‘-UTIER‘REZ
| HIDALGO, E.."" we find the first entry on page 936, “Lauracrar — eontinue,
: and then as a subentry, “Phoebe _ . . " 'We turn back, to find that the eni

fourth column, and a part of the third oft p. 935, are devoted to Periea.
| of the difficulty stems from the fact that although the subordinate entries

indented, they are not differentiated typographically from the main en
l and when an entire column is devoted to subentries the eye cannot detect

slight indentation that identifies it. Aside from these mechanical diﬁml
I have nothing but praise for the index; T am gire that casual hrowsing i
pages will be as worthwhile for the user. nf the [-nn-n*f ax any | hrum:n!: in
body of the work, Looking under * jo' for word,
orange tree, we are referred to Citruy aurantium., Fhll duly. located i
proper place under Rutaceae, we find an astonishing selection of works on
. including some 25 on the culture of the tree alone. Indeed I
it 1y that one of the most interesting features of the Guide will p
be in its coverage of areas allied to botany but not really botany per
“travel works,” for example, the reader is referred to more than 75 i
authors of such works, and alss to descriptive regional aceounts, eg, to
*Mexico, travel account,” which last entry occupies more than hall a page of
the index and includes cross-references to hundreds of titles. There are extensive
lists of works on medicinal plants. fish poisons, and other plants of economical
importance; there are many geographical works: and works on betanical col-
leators; there is an astonishingly large pumber of vorabularies of native
languages.

This leads me naturally to the question of just what all & included in the |
Guide. As Mrs. Langman says in her introduction, her first i ion was to |
put the emphasis on literature dealing with identification, classification and
distribution o( plants in Mexico. T think it fair to say that even after many
| dditi the final hasis is not very diﬂ'ermt_ The work will be of major

| 248 THe AMERICAN Miprano NATURALIST 7401) |
|

unpumncc W every and her who has even a remote
interest in tropical American plants, Thr cumpllcr has included not only books
and papers dealing primarily with Mexico, but also all similar papers
tioning even a single Mexican plant among many others. This means in effec
that the Selected Guide will be invaluable as a ready work of reference to mos|
of the important monomlr work on Amntan plants. Most of the early worl
on the family C: eae, for was done in Europe, and deal
with Mexican plants to a small extent mly "Listed in the Guide, however,
| A. DeCandolle’s M phie der Campanulées (1830}, included t
mentions one genus, Spt:uhrln. from Mexico; Presl's 118‘.!6} Pradromus mon,
graphiae Lobeliacearum; and more recent general works like those of Wi
In some plant-families coverage is good because of the inclusion of ma
general papers by prolific authors; more than 60 papers by H. N. Mol
are listed, for mmpie. but not a single one of these mentions Mexico
Mexican plants in its title. Often papers are listed in the Guide hecause th
dﬂl wnh plants of Mexican origin, or plants that might be of interest

iles; “if [the piler] felt the ial might be of use to someone
interested in any of the varied aspects of Mexican plant life, it was included.”
| As a result of this liberal policy we find a treatment of the genus Penstemon
in New Mexico (Nisbet & Jackson, 1960) ; a USDA farm bulletin on cassava
| (S. M. Tracy, 1903), and an article by Nemec (1935) stating that maize
p}a:a:“ml:‘scd in west Slovakia showed recovery of 001 gr. of gold from a kilo
o el
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Perhaps the most valuable feature of the Guide — aside from the
fact of having such a bibliography in the first place — lie in the cansule
comments by the compiler that accompany each entre. A bibliography listing
titles and page numbers is a useful index to literature, But the same lint of entries
fortified by intelligent descriptions, comments and digests, becomres in one
great step an indispensable work of reference; T think the word Guide is a
most appropriate ane.  Obviowsly the work of the compiler was increased
manyfold by the inclusion of this original material: not only was it necessary
for her to read (or skim) each item, but to extract from it the botanical mear
if any. For example, an article by Kerber, entitled merely “Ein ausflug in
Mejico;” is explained: “Trip from Colima to San Antonio with a considerable
number of relerences to plants, by common and scientific names” ; a paper by
La Liave, entitled “Sobre el huace,” is said ‘to pertain to four new species of
Mikania, and a translation by B. Seemann, with comments by Seemann and
by Hooker, s noted. OF Link's “Abictinae Horti Regii Botanici Berolinensis
cultae” the Cuide says merely “Mexican pla are included.” but for other
items more extensive comments, sometimes Tunning to two or three paragraphs,
arc frequent. Especially valuable are the comments on manuscript materials,
and on the early refaciones describing colonial Mexico,  Almost  equally

luahle are the Jations of Spanish and other vernacular names used in
the titles of articles. Users of the Guide who have special interests in pure or
applied botany will find that a significant part of the work of selection and
sorting has already been done for them.

Certainly Mrs. Langman's book should be on the shelf of everyone sori-
ously interested in the plants of tropical America. As to it completeness and
accuracy — two ials of any bibli hy and especially such a pretentious
one as this — orie can do no more than sample and browse. After several days
I have ot thought of any additional items that might have been included.
Doubtless any specialist can find some ob publication that was overlooked
but it is evident that the coverage in the Guide is very good indeed. This of
course is especially true in taxonomy and the related disciplines, and most
especially for the holdings of Mexican libraries, many. of which possess unigue
ar nearly unique theses and other published or ip ials that were
er widely circulated.
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120 PRYITOLOGIA Vol. 12, no. 2

& 1201, 1949; Moldenke, Phytologia 3: 291. 1950; E. J. Salisb,,
Ind, Kew, Suppl. 11: 138, 1953; Moldenks, 133, 135, 1%,

Herbaceous (ng branches very slender, straminecus, subterste,
striate, rather cbscurely strigillose; nodes annulate; principal
internodes elongate, 5—13 cm. long; leaves ternate or in L's.

BOOK REVIENW
Alma L. Moldenke

n) Selected Guide to the Litersture on the Flowering Plants of
Mexico®, by Ida Kaplan Langman, 1015 pp. University of
Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 196L. $25.00

Back in 1948, when my Musband and I were visiting Mexico's
Instituto de Biologia, we first met Mrs. Langman as she was in-
dustriously starting this useful bibliographic contribution to
botanical literature. The idea for this work sfarted its gesta-
tion in 1941 when kra. Langman first visited lexico and turned
to the libraries thers for reference material about its plant
1ife. She has been working diligently ever since in the leading
Iibraries of Mexico and the United States, and so has been able
to producs this magnificent compilation of the literature on Mex-
ican flowering plants, their description, their taxonomy, their
phytogeography, thelr economic importance, their mention in bocks
of travel, their indigenous names in various local languages, and
their role in the nistory of botamy — survoylng a tremendous
3:“ of printed and manuscript information over a long period of

-1

¥e have pointed out a few errors to the author, and she has
directed our attention to a few more. They sem vi rtually impos—
sible to aveid in a work encompassing so many details {rom sc many
different sources. Since the publisher has offered to print a
1ist of errata soon for distribution with the book there is no
point in listing them hers. I use the word "author™ advisedly
because this book i: much more than a mere campilation; there are
thousands of suceln i, valuable comments on ine inclusions.

Botr reading and munting in this work are easy becauss the
print is clear ans rJ & sultable size and format. The index a-
ione covers 157 pages of four columns eacii.

So many present and futurs botanists and otner researcners Tro—
ferring to this book will be ever mo mucn in the author's debt
because of all the sources made so readily available here, all the
new vistas opened, and all the time subsequently saved.

The University of Pennsylvania Press is to be congratulated
upon choosing to make this work available to readers, and the
zuthor for her persevering dedicatiom.

e
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MEXICAN BOTANICAL LITERATURE

Lancaay, Ioa Karran — A selected guide
to the literature on the flowering plants of
Mexico. Philadelphin, University of Penn-
sylvania Press s.d., 3720 Spruce street, Phila-
delphia  Pa. 19104. 1015 pages, published
December 19684, quarto, cloth, Price US § 25.-.

Now that Mrs Langman’s book is before us,
it is elear why there were “long periods when
it looked as if this work might never obtain
a publisher” (p. 8). The sheer size of the work
is staggering. It is sufficient to say that in the
mursu n[ lu preparation Mrs Lnngmnn {in

i many th of
l:lobh amnid pamphlets, as well as about 2300
journals or other serial publications, resulting
in a “guide to the literature™ which i

books are the best of all books for desert island
reading, whether that island be San Juan
Ferndndez or Manhattan”, I found Powell's
remark to be very appropriate for this biblio-
graphy. The desert island reading that 1 did
on this book not only provided me with the
great satisfaction of seeing what my friends
had written on Mexican botany, but with its
broad approach the book comes very near to
giving @ very representative picture of
European and American botany. It is astonish-
ing to ses how many authors have in one way
or another dealt with Mexican flowering

plants.
In her notes to the entries Mrs l‘..ansmul
often refers to ies on the

Llina b

over 20,000 entries, When one s not primarily
imtorested in Mexican botany, one may be
amazed at first sight by this number. After all,
this is a ‘selected” guide to the literature on
the flowering plants of Mexico only. Coverage
is most complete in taxonmomy and plant-
geography, as well as in botanical books and
articles published in Mexico itself. A great

to reprints, abstracts and trans-
Tations. Thie cross-indexing has been done with
care, not only to the main entries themselves
and to the commentaries and notes, but also

The raudom: thoughts oo Bibl Ties 3o

s e nntlHuwmebnmlhnny on typo-

hical errors: nobody will that it is

lnmwmodkalmui;bl:nu,l’n&lmeud S e sl b i e
d most

aspect of this bib]lumphy is, however, that it
was prepared with the needs of scientific bo-
tany in mind. Mrs Langman did not include
simply all publications coming from Mesico
itself and those from outside Mexico showing
the Mexican element in the title: she has also
taken great care to include — especially for
plant taxonomy — all those general works that
have a bearing on Mexican botany, Mono-
g;ghs. revisions, articles or baoks on Mexu:un
al

lavies and ndexes are all treated if there is
link with Mexican botany. For the great major-
ity of entries a short abstract is provided out-
lining the main contents of the work and its
relevance to hotany in Mexico.

_ In her introduction the author very cleverly
disarms all erities by referring to a detailed
sen’.es of mottos presented as  “Random

hts on bibliographies”. Among  these
thoughts there are some very intriguing ones.
Most well-known is perhaps the reflection on
the réle of typographical errors which are said
to have been made intentionally by Chinese
printers in order to provide the discerning
reader with a feeling of superiority. Very at-
tractive also is Lawrence Clark Powell's dictum
that “Every wise man knows that reference

of policy), it is difficult to find obvious gaps.
This is a great to the th h
with which Mrs Langman has combed the
literature. On the whole the > coverage of the
lit ﬁ‘oﬂl G i dinavi lnd
Holland is T

than the rest. Thkmybednuakomhnms!
difficulties, for this is the area where the
“Chinese” printer has been most active in
providing food for the critic,

The index to the work is an achievement
by itself. Suffice it to say that it consists of
70,000 lines and that consultation shows it to
be very reliable and extremely useful. =

One of the main results of the compilatory ‘l
work done by Mrs Langman is that the study
of the history of bolany and of botanists in
Mexico will be greatly facilitated by this

201
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work., However, not only will the

of these chay is subdivided to make it

of hotany benefit: all ist king on
Mexican plants will, Maybe the rather mt‘p-
tional situation that the country now has a
good botanical bibliography before it has a

passible to discuss the various aspects the
author wants to evaluate, and a reasonably
good bibliography and sufficient author and
subject indices conclude the work.

general Aora will stimulate the specdy preg
tion of a modem flora of Mexico. The book
also shows clearly how enormons the botanical
litzzature on a relatively small’ area can be,
um] wﬂh wbnt kind of Infmm'.\tlun-mlﬂmnl
ist can be At least
ons nlllt': 11 ical bibli hy has
appeared in the last few. vears which has
missed completely the point Mrs Langman saw
so clearly: that the publications of the hotany
of one particular country are spread through
the whole of scientific literature, and that it
i an enormous undertaking to bring them to-
gether, Mrs Langman has done just this; and
everybody working on the botany of the
Americas will be glad with her that her out-
size bibliography has found a publisher. The

Ni 1y, a good deal of controversial dis-
cussions are included in the book, but they are
all at such a level that they stimulate morne
eritical thinking about subjects one may long
have tuken for granted. Persomally, I appre-

ciated ally the reading of the ch
on mutations and selection, bot llm an popu-
lation and isalati

A
though I do feel that the author has included
among the latter some mechanisms that are
of doubtful significance for speciation. It
would have added to the clarity to discuss the

b s epatiiely bi=
cause they are likely to affect what 3 wonld
Yike to call speciation sensu stricto, After this
spatial .md. other isalations could h.'lw: bn-n
4 which certainly affect sul

book will be extremely useful. F. A8

THE ORIGIN OF ADAPTATIONS

Verve Graxt — The origin of adaptations,
Columbia University Press, New York and
London, 19&. cloth, 808 pp., 102 figures.
Price $ 12.50.

It may seem to be pretentions of an mlt.‘nm

but of which the effect on spauﬂmnn seems (o
have been highly overrated since Darwin, But
1 may be mistaken. It is probably also caused
by my predilection for polyploidy that T feel
that this subject has been stepmotherly treated.
However, the author has a good excuse in the
circumstance  that other equally  important
subjects have had to be treated shortly for the
simple reason that 600 pages do not allow

of a textbook published more than |
years after Darwin when thousands of papers
have discussed all phases of the laws of evo-
lution, to write a honl: on evnlntiorl asa whole,
including also H nfnﬂl:im‘ls

longer d
Although ths book discusses all kinds of
biota, from microorganisms to man, many of
its hest examples are from the plant kingdom,
the field of the author. It is a book for all
f of ad d biology, a chest

of ldnputlum of all kinds of i

Despite of the difficulty to grasp all the wide
field such a venture requires, Professor Grant
has succeeded in writing a text that is likely

for graduate students, and just the volume
many tayonomists and most biosystematists
have been waiting for, although it is not a

to affect the thinking in this field for decad
to come and also to be regarded by students
as one of the most informuative texts on the
subject ever written. This is also just what
could be expected of the anthor, who i
known as one of the hest contributors to bio-
systematic theory, The book is written with
the same clarity as has made his many scien-
tific papers so widely appreciated, at the same
time us it is literally packed with facts on plant
and animal evolution not easily available to
many redaders,

If one were to be fair to this remarkable
text, several pages would hardly suffice to
summarize its major parts. These are txl]ﬂl

Many good volumes on evolution have re-
cently been published, some of them excellent.
1 am, however, convinced, that even their
nuthors agree that Verne Grant has succeeded
in writing a text that none of these fine vo-
lumes can cast a shadow upon, It is an unusual
accomplishment for which biologists of all
leanings have all reasons to he grateful.

Askerr Live

LINEACGICS

Hasmros P, Teavs — Lineogics, The
American Plant Life Society, La Jolla, Cali-
fornin, 1964, paperback 163 pp. Price §5.00

duction, Organi and
Evolution within  populations, Evolution of
species, and Evolution of major groups. Each

202

0;‘ the many hooks on taxonamy which have
been published in recent years, this small one
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Book Review

A Selected Guide to the Literature on the
Flowering Plants of Mexico. Ida K. Langman.
1015 pp. Univ. of Pennsylvania Press. A Morris
Arboretum Monograph, 1964, $25.00,

From time to time over the last several years
mention has been made in these pages of a
Bibliography of the Mexican Flora which was in
preparation and which, when published, would
appear as a Morris Arboretum Monograph. That
diy his now dawned and Mrs. Ida K. Langman’s
thousand page volume is at last in our hands. It
is beautilully bound and printed with a highly
evocative dust jacket, incredibly light for its
thickness (nearly three inches) , impressive in its
coverage of a vast literature and extremely easy
to use if one will take the trouble to follow the
ground rules which the author has provided.

Stimulated by a visit to Mexico in 190, lda
Langman became interested in the rich flora of
that fascinating country and soon realized that
there existed no adequate guide to its extensive
botanical literature, Thus began a search which
has consumed a quarter of a century, has en-
tailed many trips to Mexico, has required visits
to countless libraries, and has culminated in the
resent volume with its 20,000 entries, its list of
journal titles and its highly useful subject index.

It may perhaps be expected that in a work so
monumental certain errors and omissions will

Page 6

7 v o
Pintrre tma—  flu

'} e PN

Yaf =

— S—

be detected. The author seems 1o have antici-
pated this, for in an introductory section en-
titled "Random Thoughts on  Bibliographies”
she has practically disarmed her critics by citing
a number of comments by and about ?:ihliog-
raphets, The words of the late W. L. Jepson
merit quotation here: "It's to be sure,” he wrote,
“disconcerting enough to have such errors, but
after all the main thing is, has the book got
muatter in it¢ Is it meaty? Not is it faoltless. A
faultless book is impossible.”

Mis. Langman’s book is so replete with matter
that one can only marvel at the prodigious in-
dustry and attention to detail which its prepara-
tion involved, Its coverage is broad and includes
not only taxonomic and phytogeographic litera-
ture, but works in such related ﬁnllds as the
history of botany in Mexico, botanical explora-
tion, and the economic uses of plants in agricul-
ture, horticulture, medicine, pharmacology and
industry. Also included are vocabularies of in-
digenous languages spoken in Mexico which con-
tain references to plant names. The volume is
thus one which should be not only in every
botanical library in Mexico but in every in-
stitution which is concerned with the problems
relating to plantlife in the temperate and tropi-
cal regions of the New World.
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MEXICAN BOTANICAL LITERATURE

Laxayax, Toa Karrax — A seloctod goide
to the literature on the flowering plants of
Mexico. Philadelphia, University of Penn-
sylvanin Press s.d., 3720 Spruce street, Phila-
delphin Pa. 19104. 1015 pages, published
December 19684, quarto, cloth, Price US § 25.-,

Now thit Mrs Langman's book is before us,
it is clear why there were “long periods when
it looked as if this work might never obtain
a publisher” (p, 9), The sheer size of the work
is staggering. Tt is sufficient to say that in the
course of its preparation Mrs Langman (in
my imate) Jted many th e
books and pnmphlcb as well as about 2300

or other sexial publications, resllllinu
in a “guide to the literature™ which

hooks are the best of all books for desert island
reading, whether that island be San Juan
Ferndndez or Manhattan”. T found Powell's
remark to be very appropriate for this biblio-
graphy. The desert island reading that I did
on this book not only provided me with the
great satisfaction of seeing what my Friends
had written on Mexican botany, but with ity
broad approach the book comes very near to
giving a very representative picture of
European and American botany. It is astonish-
ing to ses how many authors have in one way
or another dealt with Mexican flowering
plants.

In her notes to the rmhim Mrs Lnnmmm
o&m refers to on the

over 20,000 entries, When one is not primarily
interested in Mexican  botany, one may he
amazed at first sight by this number. After all,
this is a ‘selected” guide to the literature on
the flowering plants of Mexico anly. Coverage
is most completo in taxonomy and plant-
geography, as well as in hotanical books and
articles published in Mc:ico itself, A Breat

jon, to i bstracts and trans-
lations. The cmu-indattng has been done with
care, not only to the main entries themselves
and to the commentaries and notes, but also
to the various ways in which the sometimes
rather intricate Latin American names can be
listed.
The: random houghts: oa bibl hios o
not allow me to make any remarks on typo-

many items on  borti
forestry, medical uses of plants, folklore and
linguistics are included. The most important
aspect of this bibliography is, however, that it
was prepared with the needs of scientific bo-
tany in mind. Mrs Langman did not include
simply all publications coming from Mexico
itself and those from outside Mexico showing
the Mexican element in the title; she has also
taken great care to include — especially for
plant taxonomy — all those general works that
have a bearing on Mexican  botany, Mono-
snglu rw[ﬁlmxs. articles or hwks on Mexican
i 1 abroad, vocabu-
hm:u and indexes are ull treated If there is &
link with Mexican hatany. For the great major-
ity of entries a short abstract is provided out-
lining the main contents of the work and its
relovance to botany in Mexico.

In her introduction the author very cleverly
disarms all critics by referring to a detailed
serlcs of rnuum presented as  “HRandom

hies”. Among  these
lhuushu lhm are some very intriguing ones.
Most well-known is perhaps the reflection on
the rdle of typographical errors which are said
to have been made intentionally by Chinese
printers in arder to provide the discerning
render with a feeling of superiority. Very at-
tractive also is Lawrence Clark Powell's dictum
that “Every wise man knows that reference

D1g1tlzed y

graphical errors: nobody will expect that it is
possible to escape from them in a work like
this, and the author will perhaps not have
made them intentionally after all. A slightly
disturbing typographical prnr:tlte is the de-
crmh]lmum of German nouns

! cannot be achieved and is al-
50 mludefl by the word “selected” in the title.
It must be said, however, that within the field
as outlined above, the completeness is re-
markable. Apart from a certain incompleteness
in the listing of various editions of pre-Lin-
naean works (which may after all be a question
of policy), it is difficult to find obvious n:lps.
This is a great il t to the th
with which Mrs Langman has combed the
literature. On the whole the coverage of the
literature  from Germany, Smndh-wh and
Holland is pert less h
than the rest, This 1 may be due also to lnngnagt
difficulties, for this is the area where the
“Chinese”™ printer has been most active in
providing food for the critic.

The index to the work Is an achievement
hy itself. Suffice it to say that it consists of
T0.000 lines and that consultation shows it to
be very reliable and extremely useful.

One of the main results of the compilatory
work done by Mrs Langman is that the study
of the history of botany and of botanists in
Mexico will be greatly facilitated by this
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BOOK REVIEWS

A Selected Guide to the Literature
on the Flowering Plants of Mexico

By Ida Kaplan Langman. University of Penn-
svlvania Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 1015 pages.
$25.

A tremendous amount of work by a dedicated
bibliographer has produced this massive, impressive,
and valuable book at a most opportune time. As
more and more botanists follow their research inter-
ests south of the Rio Grande across artificial political
boundaries, they often soon encounter a boundary—
no, a barrier—that slows further progress to a dis-
couraging pace. This barrier is the “resources bar-
rier,” and it is automatically reached in taxonomic
work when the search for an appropriate monograph,
article, or other reference takes twice as long as does
the identification once the reference is discovered.

With this excellent annotated bibliography, con-
taining some 22,000 rather thoroughly cross-indexed
references, the identification and classification of
Mexican plants will be a much quicker and more
enjoyable task. And through proper use of the vari-
ous cross listings in the index, the Guide also func-
tions as an interesting source of information on the
history, agriculture, ethnobotany, drug plants, Indians,
plant collectors, and botanists of Mexico. In the 28
pages of “Journal Titles Cited” are given the
full title of each periodical and a valuable note as
to where some of the more obscure of these publica-
tions may be found.

From an Errata sheet (kindly supplied by the
author) and from my personal perusal of the book,
it seems to be about 99% perfect. Although an

occasional typographical error in a date (such as
1950 for “1960") may cause a temporary ques-
tion in the mind of a research worker, other “errors”
are only relative. Considering the problems of trans-
literation and of orthographic variants involved with
many Aztec and Mexican common names, the change
of “Citzotzel” to “ci-tzotzil” (on page 894, in the
index) ‘and the change from “Amarillo” to “Ama-
rilla” (on page 864, in the index) are certainly of
no consequence except to those who seek perfection,
over utility, for perfection’s sake alone.

More books such as this, that add significantly to
our research resources on tropical botany, are sorely
needed.  Perhaps now that the way has been shown
others may follow.

—C. Rircuie BELL
Department of Botany
University of North Carolina

The World of the Raccoon

By Leonard Lee Rue I1l. 1. B. Lippincott Co.,
East Washington Sq., Philadelphia, Pa. 19105.
5495,

The natural history books of Philadelphia’s re-
spected publishing house of Lippincott are consistent-
ly superior. [Its “Living World Books,” which pass
through the hands of editor John K. Terres, cur-
rently reveal the high standards. Joseph Wharton
Lippincott, former company president, is a naturalist
of repute and the author of a number of animal
stories that endure. He is a member of the Academy
and a patron of the Philadelphia Zoo. He has writ-
ten for Frontiers and has contributed specimens to
the Musecum, notably tree snails,

The Warld of the Raccoon is the latest addition to

THE PENNSYLVANIA HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

will conduct
A Gardening Program for Children 11 to 13 Years
June to September 1966

Candidates for a competent instructor are now
being interviewed. Science or horticulture
background as well as experience in working with
children required. Write to Summer Program,
PHS, 325 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19106.

BOOKS FOR THE NATURALIST

Specializing in the following fields:
MUSHROOMS o WILDFLOWERS
HERBS & SPICES » FERNS & LICHENS
INVERTEBRATES o ALGAE &
PROTOZOA

Free list of spacific field from:
LEW'S
2510 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 94109

OCTORER 1965
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BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
3815 WALNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA 4, PA, U. 8. A.

ialogleal Abstracts is a medi for the publication of objective, non-critical abstracts, and is not a journal of criticism, Pleass
frame your abstract accordingly.

for textbooks, reference books and other pilati popular and semi-popular works, reviews, elc,, the absiracts should be
limited 1o a statement of the point of view and scope, ond a brief characlerization of contents; the absiract should briefly
1. A Aot H ik “'k.

Books which in previously unpublished results of h and observation, interpretation, tt ieal deduction, etc., require o
ireatment similar to that accorded research articles, i.e., the abstract should be a brief, informative y of the new contrit

Since proof cannot be supplied, the abstract should be critically checked—aespecially os to scientific names of organisms, technical
terms, formuloe, etc.

To insure prompt publication, please mail your abstract within two weeks.

Pisoss type your obitroct double spaced.

LANGMAN, IDA KAPLAN./ A selected guide to the literature on the flowering plants of
Pr.
Fexico./ 1015 p. University of Pennsylvania Press. 196L. $25.~

This is a guide to literature dealing primarily with the identification,
classification, and distribution of flowering plants (including gymmosperms) in
lexico. Heferences have also been included for many related fields: the history of
botany in Mexico (including biogravhical material of many who have made contributions
to the subject); travel and descriptive works; vocabularies of indigenous ¥exican
languages which list plant names; and works on the economic importance of the
plants - in agriculture, horticulture, ethncbotany, medicine, pharmacology, ard
industry. The period covered begins with the discovery, conquest, and exploration
of Mexico and continues into the 1960's. Full coverage (almost impossible to aohieve
in any case) was the goal only through the early 1950's. Coverage after that is
admittedly spotty. The work contains over 20,000 entries, a list of the libraries
used in preparation of the guide, a list of the bibliographic works consulted, and
a lengthy and detailed subject index. The bibliographic entries themselves are cited
in alphabetical arrangement, according tothe name of the author, and chronologically

after thatsTe Ke Langnans:,

thiinnC v 0= &6~
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¥, Markgraf Reviey in Botenische dJahrbuccher

gL(3) 1i%. 13-1L, 1965
(Botanischer Garten Zurich 39)

who

The author, like many botanists, had the
op ty to ccllect plants in Mexico A, on attempting
+o identify them, found herself sericusly hindered by
the lack of a camprenensive flora, But she drew a positive
conclusion from this and set aboit preparing the necessary
compilation the literature. In 2l aars, she completed
the work andf his alons, #8® its T ¢cminands: attention.
Beyond the originel goal of covering systematic and fleristic
works, also included were works on anatomy, gbryulogy,
cytology, geneties, useful plants, native plant names,
exploration and travel, etcs

The work is arranged in the practical manner for
which works from the U.'S. A. ave often admired. Cn the
technical decisions, which the author must make, an espla-
nation ds given in the introduction. Her guiding thought
was slways the usefulness for the botanist. Some partly
facetious remarks of other bibliographers precede the
historical introduction.t'The objeczge advantage of the
work rests on the short statements i Fhe contents of the
works (cited). The author has, with technical lmowledge,

hersell geonewwhwews cverytoing ava%ble. But she has wade

enumeration, alpha-
batically by authors, supplements in 156 quarto pages in
fine print, a subject index modestly desipgnated an index,
which contains the botanical and native plant names,

place and personal nares and subject cue worcs Irom the
various fields of botany.

I believe that no user-of the work wil. Lave any
basis for using a sentence from the preliminary remarks:
WThe speciel s® ten's rather do eriticize than to praise”,
but rather 1 be gonerally WE received with appreciation..

b

Langmann, Ida Kaplaa: A selected guide to tho iiterature on the flowering
plants of Mexico. — Philudelphia (Univ. Pennsylvania Press) 1964,
1015. 5. 4% Prais 25 §.

Der Verfasorin ist es wie vielen B k die in Mexiko Planzen
samsnelten und bel dem Versuch, sfe xu bestimmon, durch das Fehlen einer zusam-
eenkl Flosa emplindlich behindert warden. Sic hat darans aber eine positive
Falgetung gezogo und die notwendige Zusammenswilung der Literatur in Angnff
genommen. In-2i [siren hat sie dicses Werk vollendet, das allein schon dirdh sednen
Umlang Aditang gelietet, Uber das urspriingliche Ziel hinaus sind au yatematl-
schon und Boristiscien Arbelten auch solche {iber Anatomie, Embryologie, Zytalogi,
Genotik, (iber Nutzpil inhelmische Pl Forsdmngsreisen u, a. auf-
genommen worden. "

Das Week ist in de
den USA Bowar t

o

.

(Litt.) 1948

ktlschon Weise angelegt, die mafi oft an Asbeiten nus
T technischen Entscheidungen, die die Vierfasse abel
it sie in der Emleitung Rechensdhaft ab. Thr leitender Cedanke war
nutzbarkeit for Bolaniker. Einige zum Teil scierzhafte Bemeskun-
hien werden der historischen Einleitung vorangestellt.

dos Werkes bestehit in den kurzen Angaben iber den
Inhalt der Ast ¢ Verfasserin hat mit Fachkenntnis alles Emreichbare selbst
durdhigeschen. at die Auswertung aber nodi weiter getdeben: die Aufeiblung,
alphabetisch nach Autoren; ergiinzt auf 156 Seite art in Kleindruck ein bescheiden
als Index bezeidinetes Sadiregister, das bot und het he Pla
Orts- und Personennamen und sadhliche Stidiworte aus den verschiedenen Gebisten
der Botanik enthilt.

Ich glaube, dall kein Benutzer des Werkes Grund hat, einen Satz der Vor-
bemerkungen anzuwenden: "The specialist tends rather to eriticize than to pralse”,
sondern daB es allgem nit Dankbar ci:*aufgcr.ommen werden wird.

e
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