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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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RECUERDOS DE CHIAPAS
Por Ida LANGWAN

Era el afio de 1848 Habia venido a México, con una beca,
a reunir material para una bibliografia botinica de la Rephbli-
ca. Los primeros tres meses —de septiembre a diciembre— los
aproveché revisando culdadosamente el rico acervo de libros,
folletos, revistas y manuscritos que se encontraba en el Insti-
tuto de Biologia. Ya se acercaban las vacaciones ¥ la biblioteca
estaria cerrada. Entonces recibi una invitacis para fiar
a un grupo de amigos que iban a pasar el fin del afio en Chia-
pas. BEso fué para mi una oportunidad tan grata cuanto ines.
perada, y aceplé inmediatamente.

Habia oido hablar algo de Chiapas, cuando en 1945 ¥ 1946
conoel al Dr Rodulfo Jiménez Gamboa ¥ su esposa, Elena.
Ambos estuvieron en Philadelphia cuanda el Doctor estudié en
Ja Universidad de Pennsylvania. y vivieron en la misma calle
€n que nosotros teniamos nuestra residencia. Pero, después de
que ellos salieran de ésa, no habia tenido ninguna noticia da
los mismos, de modo que no sabia si habian vuelto a Chiapas,
© vivian en alguna otra parte de la repiiblica.

Habhia leido algo sobre Chiapas también. En 1948 todo el
mundo hablaba de las ruinas de Bonampak, recientemente des.
cublertas y exploradas por Carlos Frey y Giles Healy. Asi fué
que, al pensar en Chiapas, pensaba en una region casi inexplo-
rada, una regién de selva casi impenetrable, una regién da
calor intenso ¥ alta humedad. Y con estas ideas tan extrafas,
sali de México el 15 de diciembre, en el tren nocturno a Vera-
cruz. Nuestro grupo se hallaba integrado por el Dr. Faustino
Miranda, el notable boténico, a quien habia conocido desde mi
visita a México en 1941, el Dr. Ladislao Paray, explorador y
entusiasta botinico aficionado, y la familla del Dr. Paray, que
iba a visitar a sus parientes en Comitin,

Yo habia conocido el puerto de Veracruz en 1941, pero la
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