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Jones < autobiography.

" My first remembrance of scpol is that when 1 was gour years old father
took me out to the north school to an evening exhibition to speak a piece
before a jammed school house, I was a little chunk of a boy and was loath to
get up and speak because I had done a job in my panties and did not feel }ike
moving, but all the same I had to go for father did not know what was the
matter with me, and thought it wags diffidence. So I wen t through my part and
got a great ovation.

Father owned quite a piece of ground half a mile north of the center of
Jeffereson on the plank road that led to Ashtabala wi ich was a lake port on
$.xa Erie and I2 miles from our town. Just horth of our place the creek that
supplied father's mill crossed té‘plnnk road, and flowed on to the Grand
river a few miles to the west. There was quite a drop crossing the ereek and
the road had been built up some 25 feet in an embankment that rann clear acrof
the d pression. In the center of this embanlkment was a wooden bridge which hac
rotted out so that it had to be replacedl. I was then sbout eight years old.
I remember one night in the fall when this bridge was all out and the road
filled with big timbers a foot or more diameter and many feet long, whiech
were ;E) be the stringers of the bridge were laid parallen with the road and
in it so that there was only a little space of a few inches left on the track
where the wheels of the trucks went in hauling the tinbers in place. The buil-
ders had set up a warning boarl to keep all vehicles pff the bridge : d/acroaa
the track. The night in particular to which I refer was rainy and éﬁm"mk.
¥ather for some reason wgnted to go to town thgt night qnd asked if I did not
want to go along. I was his oldest son and he took me almost everywhere he
went, leading me by the hand. When it was proposed Chmrl, my nexg younger
brother began to squall and wanted to go along. he was always wanting toz(-i-
along, but father did not wgnt to tr;ue both of us. Finally I compromised with
him by offering to give him a handful of chestnuts if he would stay at home.
®ather took a lantern along to light the way and an umbrella and I kept close

to him to keey out of the rain.While we were gone a young man with g yoie
€
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&iﬁn‘ a team and buggy came along and in some unknown way drove through all

the timbers and over the brink and down 25 feet vertically into the creek,
nearly killing the team and injuring himself and the lady somewhat. Ee yelled
lustily for help and the Daniels family living next heard him and went to the
rescue. “eprge Daniets, the only son and about my own age immediately posted
scross the road to our house and told mother that father and I had fallen eoff
the bridge and got killed. Then Charl broke out and wept and said "Now I wont
get my chesinuts".

Mother was very religious and was very anxious about bringing up her fami:
under the best of religious influences. Ky parents considered the religious
influences of ,}‘effarnon to be very bad, and so to avoid as much as possible
the evil sent all us children to the north school instead of the town school
which was twice as near as the other. This school was a mile from our house
and on the plank road. It was a little one-room building capable of holding
fifty pupils, and was heated by a big drum stove set in the middle, and burn-
in wged. There was a rather large centralsisle and two rows of double s eats
with slanting tops and board benches to sit on. Then there were two long benc
he@hes in the aisle for the little ones to sit on and for classes. Every
pupil had his own books bought by his parents. There was a little shelf under
the top of the desks for keeping the books when not in use. There was also an
ink-well in the top fof the Wesk. There was an aisle all around the desks
next the wall, where the classes stood while reciting. Fach class had a set
time for pecitation each day, and the pupils promptly filed out of theit sata
Beats and took their places along the wall or in front of the long benches
facing the teacher. Every pupil was expected to know every part of the lesson
set for that day, and was called on by the teather to recite whatever part
called for and to explain it if needdd. Sums in Arithmetic were put on the boa
Board and done in the presence of the teacher. Spelling was taught by begin-
ning at one end of the line and spelling each word in order. ;f a word was
missed the speller was sent to the foot of the class, and if too many were
migspelled by the same scholar he was kept after school to learn the missed

words.
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When I was very emall scholars were allowed to study out loud, but before

I was grown this was changed and absolute silence required, and without any
whispering which was severely punished. If a pupil wanted anything he had to
hold up hie hand and wait to be recognized by the teacher before he could spe;
At first girls and boys were allowed to sit together, but they were soon
segregated as more condieive to study. At laet girls were put on one side of
the room and the boys on the other, but at first girls often sat on seats
in front of the boys. But the pranks of the boys on the girls made this an
unacceptable arrangement. There was a hour's recess at noon for dinner, and
15 minutes recese in the middle of each {morning and afternoon) session. 411
pupils were expected to be out of the room during recess except in rainy weatk
er. No pupils wefe mllowed to go off the school grounds during school time
unless sent by the teacher. Punishment for infractions of the rules was by
various devices according to the gravity of the offense. Girls were often mad
to sit with the boys for slight officnses, or sit off on some isolated bench,
or stand up in a corner, or stay after school. lTattling on another was consid-
ered a crime by the scholars and was puniched by boycotting, and taunts. The
boys were treated a little more severely than the girls, and whip.ing was of-
ten resorted to by means of green switches. Pupils were often jerked around
or slapped by the teacher, according to her favorite method of punishment.
I was one of the worst offenders, for I was always full of Pranke and inventin,
new stunts, and usually got whipped once a day. We used to make spit balls
of chewed upm paper and throw them or spit them at the ceiling or on the bare
necke of the girls. Ve used to make bent pins with the tip standing straight
up, and putiing them on the seats for others to sit on. We used to Jerk the
long braids of the girls, and otherwsie annoy them in every way we could, but
alwaye when the teacher's back was turned, but we were often caught. Iwas gen-
erally compelled to sit separate, bul was for a time stood in a corner facing
the school. Then at the opportune time I would draw a face or strike some gro-
tesque attitude and set the whole schcol in a roar. Then the teacher would

turn my face to the wall. Then at the proper time I would contort my body so as

. 1
f-« Ni1cal | )¢
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cause a laugh, for I could imitate anything. My punislment usually ended ia
a whipping er being Hept after school.I was never vicious, but always the bant
of the teacher. Our recreation during school recesses was Pullaway, town ball,
jumping and running and wrestling, or playing tag. Fighting was also a very
frequent amusment. If one of us wanted to fight he would go up to another
and call him a liar or son-of-a-bitch. Then they would grapple till one was
down on his back and called quit. If he did not say that he was beaten up til:
he did. The big boys never used to fight. I soon became the leader of this
eult, for I was very wiry gnd strong, and quick. After I got*khe reputation
of beinfg the king-pin of our crowd this caused the envy of the bully of the
town crowd, and so he sent me word he was going to likk me the first time he
saw me. One dfj we met in town and he jumped me. I éironce grappled him, He
was about my size and weight and build. So we tugged and wrestled for half an
hour £ill we were completely exhausted but too proud to acknowledge defeat,
and so were standing there panting and tightly gripped when an old lady came
along, oncof thes old and skinny kind with thin lips and bloodless, who have
it in for red blooded folks. She took hold of us and separated us and scolded
us for the great sin of fighting, and we slunk off, each in his own way and
never met again, and tickled to death for the chance to get out of it without
acknowledging defeat.

The girle used to play doop the handkercief, or some simple and not
boistrous game like it. They were supposed to be very demore, and not imitate
the boys in anything. If one did imitate or wear a boy'a hat or the like she
was called a Tomboy. This wbold be named Flayper now. The girls always wore
their hair in long braids down their necks and tied at the ends with a ribbon
if they could get one, or with a srting. The big girls were supposed to lace
aq:g stuff their bosoms if flat chested and otherwise disguise their lacks.
Their dress_es were mostly in two pieces, a skirt and waist which fastened at

with hooks and# eyes.
the back,and were high necked. The skirts came down just to the ground, and

they always had one or more und rskirts and a thick petticoat., and spilit

drawers, mostly of white cotton. The drawers came mostly down to the knee or

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



_— —— -

= G'Lelor and were often frilled. Thwir stockins were mostly white eotton and

/:;ma up to or above the knee and fsatened there by a elastic garter of some
faney design, just above th calf of the leg. Their :::::x were of soft leathe
and low heeled, but often long legged and laced up in front, particularly in
the country. The wgists always had long sleeves, and rather tight ones.
qun and girls were never expected to erdéss thr their legs, and only their
toes were allowed to show beyond the skirts. Mostly they wore hoop skirts
though once in a while the fashion would be to go witaout any hoops, but this
made them look so skinny that they dfifted back to the hoops. Skirts were
seldom plane, but flared much at the bottom and were flounced or pleated.
The little girls wore short stockings on their bare legs and skirts coming
down half way between the knee and ankle and no drawers. They wore shoes,
Hoods were the style for all females. They were mostly crocheted, and very
benutiéul. The women vied with eachother in needle work.And every girl was
supposed to be a good cook and housekeeper,

In the fast sets dancing was the prevailing thing, but mmong church people
this was a sin and not permitted. Card playing was also taboo. The better
class did not drink nor ga e. Most of the men smoked but the women did not.
We boys had for dress a heavy pair of al. wool pants which were tucked into
the legs of our boots. we wore no underclothes, but had heavy wool shirts.

Our pants were held up by suspenders. We had heavy wool coats. We also had
wool or fur caps with laps for the ears. “We also often had heavy wool com-
foerers about six feet long and a foot wide that we wrapped afound our throats
We also had wool mittns, or rarely fur ones with fingers. We all wore heavy
cowhide boots with tops coming up nearly to the knee, and with outside lifts
for pulling them on. These boots were supposed to be kept greased with taliow
80 that they would not leak water. We wore heavy wool socks. There was little
difference in the kind of wear for the #ifferent seasons, though we boys often
went barefoot. The state of morale was high those days, girls seldom went wrong

The soecial sife of life was very aciive during the long winter nights. There

Was a general air of comradeship among the people.

he Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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I stated that father's place was,halfy a mile north of Jefferson on the
plank road. You will ask why t.he}\‘(éi'
deep woods, and it was difficult to get to the lake shore because much of the

7%
? When Jefferson was settled it laid ix

way was swampy, and was hard to negotiate by wagon, but the traffic was con-
siderable. So grandfather Jones, Joshua Giddings, and the other leading men
conceived the idea of building a grade through the huckleberry swamps and lin-
in g it with oak plank, and making it a toll road. Lumber was a drug on the
market those days, for there were several mills wherever there was a mhance
to build a dam to hold back the abundant water that flowed through the many
gulches. ¥ather's place followed along the creek on the mem north side as
far east as the graveyard road which was a quarter of amilr away, and was
'B:Joundad on the north by the road that came in at right angles to the plank
road, Father had cut down all but a few magnificent hard and soft maples on
the upper stretches where the ground was level, and had planted it to a young |
orchard which was fenced in from thﬁsreek bed, by a worm fence. @ur house
was bullt in the angle betwen the two. roads and @ hundred yards up at the top
of the slope that led down to the creek, and this left a large area which he
planted to grass after filling it in. Close to the plank road was a Buge soft
maple tree that the fill endangered. The original house in which I wag bron
was a kind of log cabin, one story and with a room or two. joining this and
covering it father built a two story modern house op the west forming a T.
This was done a little after T was born. Next £he house on the east was the
garden, then a great big tj.wa story oak barn where he kept his gorses and cow
and stored his hay and zr%Q for the winter. Father also had a cellar under t
the house where he stored vegetables and apples for the winter. On the south
th& town side the bank of the creek dropped down in a precipice some 20 to 4(
40 feet deep to the creek. This was bordered by soft maple trees. Just about
opposite the barn on the creek faother had built a big dam going full across
the creek to each wall whch was probably }L--;- y_éarda long. Just in the middle
of the dam and just below it was a great soft maple tree. Adjoining the pre-

cipitous side of ghe creek and on the end of the dam next our house father hag

had built the mill which stood on tall beams resting on the level bedrock,

Documentation

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanica



T
- and its floor was level with the top of the dam. This was raimbling one story

building with a shop for carpenter work and grinding the tools and had a big
stove in it, and was fully enclosed, The rest of the mill was ogen on the sidi
Running up the slope from the mill to the barn was the log yard and runway.
People who wanted lumber sawed wo uld hgul their logs into the yard and unload
them in a line so that they could rolldown to the mill in their turn to be
sawed. Once some boob did not properly control his log and it got away and
rolled down into the pond where it remained many years the delight of us boys
when we went in swimming in the summer time. It soon got waterlogged so that
it kept the same side up all the time. We boys would get it out into deep
water, e¢limb up on it and stand up and begin to teter it back and forth till
it rolled over, then we would keep it rolling till the last boy was spilled
off. The one who stayed on longest was king. Father had two big gates built
in the spillway for letting the excess water out dwring the spring runoff in
order to save the dam from going out. Me had also built a squgre penstock
about three feet diameter to carry the water to the overshot wheel that fur-
nished the power. The wheel was just a big paddle wheel against the paddles
of which the water rushed from the pengﬁock. This wheel was probably ten feet
long by six feet high, and had on one end a big erank, on which a big sweep
was fastened which ran up to the floor above, and on the end of which the saw
frame was fastened. The power was frunished by raising a gate and letting the
water on to the wheel which caused it to turn over, this made the crank turn
around and this made the sweep go up and down a foot or two at each turn. The
saw frame was made of oak or hickory, and very strong an d was squgre and
probably aix feet high by four feet wide. This slid in upright EXWYRS grooves
wﬁich wre kept greased to enable it to slip easily up and down. In the center
of the frame a mulay saw was fastened. this was made of very hard steel and
about I/4 inch thiek and a foot whde and six feet long. with teeth an inch lox
on the cutting edge. The logs were run out of the runway on to skids made of
strong logs, and from there carefully rol.ed by canthooks, one at a time on

the carriage which was a, long frame running on little wheels back and

forth on a trakk and having no bottom. One end of this frame had a mov&éle
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table so as to h?edjuatod to the length of the log to be sawed. The other&ﬁﬁL

_ of the frame had a similar fixed taWle. Both tables had several steel dogs

made by bar steel bent at right angles and sharpened at the enda. When the

log was in position these dogs were driven in by a sledge to hold-tha log in
place while being sawed. The log was also placed at each end on a plate slidis
on theh*ahle and run by a ratchet worked by a lever so that the log could be
moved any distance from half an inch or:;}e at the will of the sawyer. Zach
table had the same kind of ratchet, an& each end of the log had to be moved
aeparntely{ When all was ready father started up the saw and the carriage was
forced up against the saw by a gear which could be regulated according to the
ease with which the saw was cutting. This gear carried the log up aginst the
saw till a cut was made the full length except the last four inches when the
sae stopped automatically. Then a lever was thrown and the carriage was brougl
back to the tarting point. Then the sawyer would shift the ratechet an inch or
more according to the width of cut desired and run it up against the saw and
made another cut of a board or plank or beam as d sired. Generally after the
first cut was made the dogs would be relégad and the log ghven a half turn

(a right angle), and a hew cut made, then turned again and so on till all
four slabs were cut. Then there would be left a aquare timber ready to be cut
up into boards. Vhen all the cuts were made father would release the dogs and
with a canthook rolli the cut log off on to the board waym and takaﬁpld of

the cut end and fllip it up so as to break the selfedge on the other end. This
would do with each cut. Then he would tgke an adz, which is an ax with the
blade at right angles to the handle as in a pick, and carefully chip off the
selfedge on each board or cut. Then the lYmber would slidfof{ the runway readj
to pile up or =msk¢ carryvofi. The slabs would be thrown out on the slab way
and either burned up or cut into firewood on a circular saw, or made into latk
In later years father had put in a circular saw run by a Heffel wheel and it
was the job of Will and ﬁwio wut the slabs intop lath and firewood, and it was
a pienie for us, for in making lath there were always strius of wood not siut-
able for lath which we woul%&rop down on the topm of the saw when father was

not around to prevent it., The saw teeth would cateh the strips and shoot them
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-tifh tremendous Bpeed clear across the mill. WG.would banter eachopher to see‘
which one could Bit a certain mark. Father did not like this kind of play
fearing we would get hurt. All kinds of lumber were sawed, but it was mostly

hickory, beech,
ash, maple, and white cak. there was some cottonwood called whitewood, and a
little basswood [Ti%&). The preferred maple was bard maple though some soft
maple was cut. Oak and hickory were seldon cut those days into boards. The asl

::: mostly cut into oar stock. The plan was those days to spend the winter
days when nothing could be done but tend the stock, put your tools in shape,
and carry out manure on the fields, to go out into the woods, pristine woud%
and clear off all the dead timber and pile it up and cut the larger pieces
uo into wood, and trim out the trees where they wer to thick, and cut down
the big trees for wood and lupgber. We burned wood for fuel exclusively,for
coal had not yet come into general use, and was also too dirty with socot to
be good kitchen fuel. So when the snow began to be deep the farmers went into
tgeir wood lot, and every man was supposed to have a wood lot, and cut dowm
such trees as they required for fuel and lumber, and cut them up into suitable
lengths for hauling out on to the home placc or to the mil.. Ox teams were
the only means of hauling those days, except an occasional case where the far
mer owned a good horse team. Later on the wood lot was used in the surmer for
pasture, but in those days was too far away for that purpose. The woods werse
wet and soggy all the time, and it was quite g stunt to get the timber hauled
out. They used four to six ox teams. Loading thefy logs on the sleds was a
very hard job, and required severgl men to do it. Then the oxen were not quick
but steady and hard pullers, and it required great strength to get a log
started after it was loaded, for the runners of the sleds were frozen to the
ground by the time the logs were loaded. Since my hather was an up-to-date
man and engineer he knew al%}he 1ittlﬁJ§ter of woodcfaft, and in addition had
a spanking good team of black mares sk just enjoyed the fun of hauling logs.
o father would drive the team and bob sleds up parallel with a log of any
size, and put skids from the sled to the ground after taking out the bolster
itikea. Then he would go to the middle of the log and dig a hole under it

enough to slip a chain through it. Then he would take tWo or three tur Yth
ns w
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“ the chain around the log and hitch one end to the sled and the other to the

doubletree of the team, and have the team sei at right angles to the
.lled. At the word the team would jump into the work with a bang and unroll
the chain as they pulled the log up onto the sled. Then at the word they would
stop as the log hit the center, and father would unhitch and drive the team in
front and hitch them u,p ready to start out of the wocds with the loag. Father
would fasten the log to the sled so that it could not roll off at some sidling
place, and by a chain and binder. Then when all was ready the team would be
all a-quiver to start. Father would ease them back so that the tugs were limp
and then at the word they would epring into the harness like a shot aml eithe:
the load would start or the {jpza would break. When once started it took mno
effort to keep it going till they got out on to a good road, where they could
be halted to get their breath. I remember father loading an ash log four feet
dismeter and I6 t0 20 feet long, weighing several tons, and hauling it out
when & six ox team could not start it. This was father's glury, to do the imp:
possible, and it is likely that this early experience was the inspiration ¢
that has led me to do the impossible all my life. Nothing ever inspired me
more than to have someone say a thing could not be done, when I would undertal
it and do it. Most of our inhibitions are bugaboos.

Ny father was his own mechfic ani did ail kinds of jobs about the mill.
One of the hardest jobs was to keep his big saws sharp. This generally kept h
him busy half a day filing them dowm so that they would cut. The f;rst job
on the big mulay saw was to gum it. This was done on a powerful steel machine
that bit pieces of sieel out of the saw to mkke the teeth longer so that they
ecould be filed sharp. He would set the saw in the right place and then I woul
grab the big and long iron lever and put my whole weight on it and often jumr
up and down on it before it would gut the bite out. Then the next thimg was
gringing the teeth on a grindstone, which was a big job and a long one and I
had to turn the crank while he held the saw. Then the last Job was fihing tk
teeth sharp. This was an excruciating job for the teetL could be heard s Quea}

squaaking for half a mile. Uften the teeth had to be set in a special maxhine
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”&: this was an easy job.

There was not enough water in the creek to run the mill excepi in the =
spring runoff, and so the mill wae idle most of the time, but when the water
was high it had to run night and day, and dduring the high water period it
was very dangerous, for if the water got over the crest of the dam and began |
to run off it would soon cut the dam out and spoil a year's work. Therefore I
eternal vigilence was required to keep out of trouble, and the milimen were |
at high tension all the time, and all was excitement. I would hear father cum?
up hurriedly for a meal, and bolt it down and tell moether of the events of
the day, ans hurry back. I would run back with him and go out on the dam at
the gates and look wonderingly down at the swirling and roaring mass going
through the gates, or watch the water creeping up toward the t op Bf the dam
in spite of the great runoff caused by the open gates. Then I would call
father and he woud rush out and 1ift the gates higher to prevent the threatsnii
ing tide. To me it was great fun, for I was a rollicking kid. I would &rop a '
piece of a slab down in front of a gate and it would be sucked down am czushe
like a pipestem as it went through. The waste water from the mill made a big
river below the dam, frothing and tumbling along in af:ead rush.

During the winter the mill pond which was a mile long was f:ozen over
and we had fine skating except when the snow was deep. Inlearned to skate w
when I was eight years old, and soon could do about everything that any skate:
knew, particularly fast skating. We boys used to skate all day and Balf the
night during the holiday season, vacation time. We used to choose sides and
play pull-away, or banter eachotiher to go across dangerous places or places
where we had chopped out the ice into blocks loosely flaating in the water.
Some one alwgys got ducked gnd had to be fished out. I had made it a ape:%ialt
to learn how to cross such places and so had the pleasure of getting the othe
boys in bad, buft once in a while I would miscalculate and get it myself.

In the summer time we boys would get on planks and float all over the
pond before wekeamed to swim. It was one of our chief pleasures to carry séi
sticks and fll;zt up near frogs basking on the bank and knoek them over and

cut off their hind,e legs and cook them in butter in an old frying pan.
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Phe winters in Ohic then were very severe and xxsk two four meonths with

snow on the ground. Many days it would bluster and snow s0 hard that it would
be difficult getting around, and the snow would drift clear over the worm-rail
fences and block the roads. This was & great picnic time for us boys, for on
the way home from school we would burrow into the drifts and make small roome
or snowball eachother or tease the girls by washing their faces in snow.
During the speing runoff was sugar time when they made maple sugar out in
th"gods. Every farmer had a sugar grove where he tapped the hard maple trees.
They hsed to cut down elder bishes an cut the stems into lengths of a foot
or so and run a wire through the pith, and sharpen one end. Then they would
bore a hole about four inchee deep inR tree with an inch augur and then drive
the elder bush spout in the hole. The sa, would scon run out in a stream and
be caught in a twelve quart wvater pail. In half a day or more the pail would
be full, Then the farmer would come along with a yoke on }_b‘:s shoulder carrying
two empty pails and would take the full paif_ and leave an empty one in its r
place, and go back to the boiling place and empty the juice in the boiler or
sborage barrel. This often tcok the work of several men or boys. There was a I
man kept at the beilers to keep the fire bmrning and the kettles well skimmed
The sap was usualy boiled in round open castiren pots two or three feet diam-
eter. After an all day bloiling the sap woul{he down to the sugaring off
stage. Then all the boys of the neighborhood and girls would be there to en=-
joy the sugaring off, and fo £ill up on hot sugar. The sugar when just ripe
would be ladled out with a big wooden spoon into molds set in the snow. It wal
a tibklish jobmto boil down the sap and keep in from burning as it got,h;.he
the last stage. The sugaring off stage genearlly lasted twoxeeka according to

the we@ther. If it wge hot the priod was less but if cold it took longer. But

7
at last'{he aakxwou'ld gour and ceade to flow and the work would be over or

that year. Many famers made it a great event and had hundreds of wooden &l
pails they had made for the occasion. A pail did not last longer than one sea
As 1 got bﬁler I uysed to tap our trees znd make sugar cakes and take to my

besy girl.
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Perhape I should say something of school. I wae sent to school when I

was six rears old. There was nothing to do but silt on the front low bench

i and learn my letters and »ecite twice a day. The alphabet wap given first,

. oapitals and amall letters. When we had esoh letier so that we would recog—

. nize it anywhere, we took up monosyllables 1like cat and dog. Ve were just

told thet those letters meant cat or dog as the case mighi be and that was

E.i- all there wag to it. Years after wards they began to put pistures of the

A animals in, there was 1o phonetic spelling. I had always beell a great lover

i ‘of plotures and learning what they meant. The first studies I nhow remember
.‘l.ere_ geography and arithmetic, About the firgt thing I had to learn aﬁe‘r

I got the numerals up to ten was to add and carry, but it was not explained
We simply did that we were told to do, for the book wag law. Theh came the
greatest bugbear of my life the multiplipation tsble, I learned it and as
auickly forgot it, time after time. It meant nothing to me. Put the olasn
went un-anﬁ I alveys kept my finger in the table place so as to find out
what any number by another was till we got to complex fractions, then T had
:. abgorbed 1t so thatl I gol slong better- Geopravhy was a little book of a
hundred Dages more or less. All in the class but myeelf had been over it
twice before and been put back to learn it over. At the end of the term I
was sent into the intermediate book, a big thin folio one, with a few of

4 the brighter olies in the clanss. The next term I was sent into the high

l school clags with the bilg boys and girls and all the rest sent bmck agsain,
I never had to learn geoppapriy, I knew it by simply reading it over. Once
in a while I would have to refer to ~ome cape or river tbe refresh my men-
ory. I did not eare a rap for historv. nr?tfmetio wag Iy hardest studyv.

No explanations were ever given for the reasclis Tfor enything 1in that study

The only renark ever given was "That is the mule", Grammsr wes a bore. Wi
iried to meke somethign havrd out of it and succeeded. T gelierally pot my |
lessong in a few minutes and the rest of the time had nothing to do. %o to
keep busy I would pull the hair of the girle within reaci, make spitballs

and sheol them up to tho ceiling, or at the hrads of the girle, or I would

once in a while put a bent pin on pome seal To seoe some Doy rige. I wae a

greal Derson to mwake faces and keep the scholars ir g rosr. For these thing

i1f T 414 not ret whinved OlAS B Adw T Paléd #FHAE dlhe dodsiin s
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R tlon: L Sonool b :
gs whivied at least once a day I felt that the tesoher wasa

&l. They used to stand me up in a corner and I would make

fage the wall, Fut that was soon abandoBed and a whirping substi- :
Vhen a girl tescher had to good a pad and hurt me T would seb up
11ing howl 28 though I was being killed, ard so escaped getting

SR

‘oo big to play these stunis, and really began to study for its sake.

deserved. Thils contimied till the second vear in Brirnell when I ﬁ
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Jones Data. By Yarcus E. Jones.

fram Jefferson Ohio in 1864, tHere siay be a few ob
L before beginning on the trip. ~ gy
W that father ond grandfather Burton went to Iowe about
ither two quagter sections {as I remember it) eaet of Crin-
* tie Batl farm, Father alsc bought some lots in ¢
: s&me tiwe, I think at the time the land wasg bought it
N thelr part, rever intending $o live there. But 'z irts
and he came to consider bringing up the beye at Jelfers
onsidered f£he problem, and finally decided that :
P under the corrupt atmosnnere these. The m
Daniels, whose mother 1ived scro=s the atee
bad. It is evident to me that father had tha roy
BE Rever was 8o 'bappy a5 when out in tae wilds, In-
of eight horses fram Jefferson to Rochester linn, =
or uncle Charléé to stock his farm witn there. I
Lther to Ashtabule or Geneva and there tuck a boat
i seaslek on the boat. At Detroit we disenbarked ¢
8g0 wlhere we disembarked and Seiher bought a siudebaker wagon .
0=8e by way of Madison Wis. T remesber Yadison for its beau-

ok

1 two lakes, in the wouds, and because we had fo
father sent me ahead to see if any troin use e
aught crossing and kill some of the horses. I ren
Hardly hed we got over when a Lrain came alorg
id on end to think how close we came to getting
8%t Ia Crogse, and I climbed the firet hill I ever saw,
d 8 sting-tail snake. I went up the hill with the local boys
miles them and at high Tlocd, the Tirst “big wate
; en we drove from Winona citich is onposite
£ 3¢ farm about eix miles out. There uncle Caarii
F to feed with bran a starved nere with a little colt.
the chest and knocked me dowm, my first knoekout. |
1 nths fether took me back to Winone and then dovm th
a boat to Dubugue where we disembarked and took the trai
here uncle fevi Giddings lived. T Temember he had & raft of
“suppet £abld everybody wae talking at once. Reed, who now.
a8 the baby. He zat in a high chair and asked for bread by
read". Nobody heard, so he repated it louder, but ne response;
t mors force on it till at last he yeiled till he tock the roof
got the bread. The next day uncle Levi, father and I got in the
cle drove that old horee 26 miles to Grinne!l and the land and
s that day, end father shot all the chickens we could Carry as w
They would jump up from the dust in the tracks and fly off a
gligh never knew what father took the trip-for, but it was ev
d to dook the ground over preparatory to moving there. I dont re-
~ExX elge on that trip. s
HOTing Tather ttarted west on the Iith. or 15 of April with the
j s having sold the 0ld home to uncle Cowles. The reasen I remepber
te is becpuse the next merning we were eidetracked waiting for another
1 L0 pase ug when Will and T got out and walked to the head ef the train
. early in the morning and Eay the locomotive all draped in bisek and we asked
| Ghe engineer whal it wag for and he said Iincoln was acsasinated, and it was
Charl's birthday the I5th, T remember we took the steock with us and rode in i
< | the caboose of a freight train, after driving to Genevg. I dont rénember much
f of the trin on the cars to Grinnell. I remember enother tiing about ocur trip
- to ¥innesots. When we got to Penevs on the way out we gtayed there over nigh
and I bed & good Bquall bec e I was homesiwk. It qas the first time I ever
Wee avay from mother in ny €.
A8 Carrie says I remember ve stopped some lays at the old Grinnell house.
It was packed Every night with travelers who eama in on the tragin. Grinnell
was the end of the sransoontinenta

al 1-ih_ir(..:.u:'t. end all t} freight wagons Toad J
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and the ocverland atags uoachss started thers, The next yea
n and all the traffic left us. It was winter when we
ﬁumsmbar & man had & epenking good team of bay mares and
2 ront and swell arouhd with it. 'e was soemthing lezs th
gh and kight have been an inch or two thick, at least he
an jole. One day when he was out In front hie Leam gtarted up
1aid back on the reins to stop then and the reins groke and
ted back over on to the ground and the team ran away. Another
mber ahout our stay at the gofel, ALl the old bullwhacke¥s and
d bunlo steerere mand sports made their headquarters there. I reme
gj@b-,sharp-zaced man with long flowing hair coming down over his sho
a8 Bheeler used to wear his, had e lof of Indian mcapls h.ng.
he ueed to tell of his heirbresdth escapes with the In
Foot blackanske whip which he. handled with great s
playing checkers with the men. Father was an expert, &
saw, and so¢ he sat down to bry the men, but the man =ewed
"§n no time, e must have been an experi of kigh class 1o beat
d Thiose fdays the mud was often hub deep in the streets, That
ring ag sovon as we got on the place, father began breaking up
‘sod with & four horge team. It wac escme job, forthe red root
- and prairie willows Salix humilis, were hard to eut off.
the od was turned up fohtr had Will and me takee axes and cut siit
and drop. corn in for sod corn. As Carrie says early in the mors.
sunup. thousands of prairie chickens would congregate on tae sod
i roundup and love feaet. The hens would sit on the ridges
cks would strut, swell out the red pouches on the ne g
gs and say 0o 00 00 oo co end stick down their heads,
Hother. While the hens zat by and said sic: 'm. Then fathex
- windew and stick out the old rifle and shoot. He was
bar how he used to tnke the old gun out into the woo
‘and. E& gray squifrels out of the high trees. That is, shoot
_k and the squirrel and Zie kill it, without breaking the skin.
was @dome trick, but I have done it myself since. That
ig khe great blizzerd on the I4th. of Feb. when most of
thered in snow drifts. Father and mother had gone to Maxn
t. The wind blew a gale and it wes I4 degrees below. The
_ - first was the one-room shack with = 1little looie floox
u eaves where we boye slept. We climbed up on a ladder. T dent
jer juet when father began the new house but it was scon. About the
t thing father did wee to build a wire fence around our property to‘keog
stoek in and others out. I remember every nigat I used to ride Earia out
“on io the pradrie leading the other horses t o pasture; One night fether
d extended the fence across the path that I used to go over, and Earia used
i as fast as ehe could while I wes on bareback and without a bridle or
tnpe 0 guide her. Well, she was going like the wind right for the fene and
I saw that the chances were I would get killed if she falled to see the fenc
in time, and even if she i3 ¥ would gel thrown inte the fenee, se 1 alid
_ off and landed on my feet and’ then on m head, somersaltilting till my head was
$kmmgd Pack somewhers hcar my hips, or I felt like it. That was seme throw
ﬁwlmde me sick. Maria stopped at cnce and saw the fence and went wromnd itd
I t firey year Fhil. and Ed. ceme out with the sheep and built & sheep barn
- RS shacla gnd boarded with ue. Fhil. waes a dirty snob, and alwaye insulbtiag td
Lt us boys, and I vowed then that wten I got grown that if he ever tried to get
- thoge dirty remarks on me T would likk him till he could not see. Well, when|
nother died, when I was up town aflter she was buried he started in on me and |
I turned on him and told him what I had vowed to do. .e shut up like & clam.
How T would have enjoyed wading inte him. I would havg punched those false
teeth dowvm his throat and then some. Ed. wWas always & gentleman. Theodore cs
came with bis mother the next year and used to herd the sheep: He used to
take very long steps and nod his Hegd and orate to himself. Then father sold
g:& Eg ?iéi'ﬁﬂgg hgegzéltacuﬁardsfv;; “*:ve property He.ﬁ?%d me he either hg
wonderful man those da L, SR UE sold outs He wae & |

“8Y5, had'a great shock of bise

erts

sake he
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& hair. He had gzveat Incts on his nm

s and he could 1ift almost tl::l::g T L
uld make anything. He used to ﬁpﬁ_m bfﬁ e
-Ehum he had the finest singing voice lcard

lower C. and had a range of two gnd & h:}sf
:ﬂg; in th: llxnigh at the church when John ﬁ%«n
eading part. As you know he used t
s par ¥ ¢ teach hng:hr
priod of our moving to Iowa. What flood ef
,baqk, buhvou did not ask for others. s S
T = s T
B ‘Harcus. = o o

last one who gets thig wilil nend’in #
88 a2 part of my autobiography.
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R il B C'us%’F’Jo‘r&a \

> Jones Autobiog. /
The men of those times werd very ecpert in using all kinds od devicesg’ for

doing things.

Cetrain persens went around and cut wood fdr people, by horse~treadle
power, The machine was mounted on whiela and drawn around by team. Above
the running gear there was an apron about six feet wide and some ten feet
long which revolved on a gear te which & fly wheel was fixed on the outeide
of the machine, from this fly wheel & belt ran to the saw geer, which in
those days had another wheel on which the belt ran and which was geared to
long tungue which had a six-foot straight saw fastened., This tongue could b
ve lifted up to any angle, end wes made so that when it had cut through a
log it would rest on a crossplece which would prwevent it from cuttingmdnto
deeper. When ready to saw a log would be rolled up on skids and fastened so
that the proper length (orﬁdrg&a%g three feet long) was left beyond the sa
saw Then the saw would be dropped down on the log end the machine statted u
up and ran until the block was cut off. Then the saw was lifted up and the
machine stopped till another hitwh aleng with the log made another wut rea
dy, The blocks as cut off would be relled away and piles up. When ready for
fuel they had to be split into stove wood. It was quite an art to split
wood rapidly., Yy father was an adept at it. He always kept his ax sharp, H

He wez%gizza:zg blg}'gwk on end and check it ecross the middle by striking a
light blew with the ax. Then & sharp and strong stroke in the middle am ¢t
the blowk would fall spart, or if it did not tnem misiier Sis.p suionme Wie
the ax held at an angle would make the bleck fly open. Then the block would
be checked and split into slabs, and then the slabs would be stood on end a
end with one gqiick and sharp blow withe the ex set at en angle and the stic
sticks would fly off as fast a8 you could count, at eakh blow. The legs cut
were generally rejectis for lumber, and were of all kinds, but preferably

hickery, ash, maple and beech. The power machine treadle was an apron relli

ling round and round and giving a flat surface, wvuv was set at an angle sl

ala.ntul;_, down on the end. On thig itreadle two herses were tvlaced, being
hitched to a bar at the {

Digi



. .
the Horses would set the apronf revolving and the horssa had to step Up to

b Etep 1n place, ans so they kept welking as long s the meochine wes in motfio
Onoe in a witile = Morse would mizs sted or step by being too tired, and the
3 then the halter would bresk and the horse plungsbackand aut of the mdiine , break
I' inh the fender at the back. “ater on cireular saw were used toreplace the ¢
erosswvut saw. But hose days thet never had any kind of & steem engine for
gueh work, -
Wnenever more than two-hiorse power wes reguixed they Iind to resoxld t
sweep meokiine vhich cmsistad of a big and flat pron wheel six or wight fee
diameter lying flat and with cogs on the under side which msked in a smalle
cog wheel underneath and which was directly conneoted with a,long tunblirg
rod30 to 50 feet long and wihich was geared dirsct to threshing machines or
to a fly wheel., The big and flat cogwheel generally had four to six long
sweeks I5 feet long rediating out from the center of the wheel ane secuvely
fastened to it., On the endd of each sweep a team was hitched, and the halt
_ ers were tied to the sweep in front, Then as the teagms atrted up they would
walk around and around furnishing the power. A Mim sweep was
a powerful machine, In running a sorghum mill, in the olden days a sweep
or lonz beam was rumn fron the top of the mill g distance of a' least 15 fes
to a eireular track on which a horse was hitched to the end and driven arou

around in a clrels, The other end of the sweep was diresct connecied o =

yertical roller Wiieh was geared to snother of equal size, Thcse rollexs w

were of easbtiron and wit: smooth surface 224 rolled tozetier so rat o coae

prgnsd. in wou
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faling iafo = trougn ®hich led to fthe boiling pen, sad the bagasse falling

it veagiied bhe sazariag staze when it waa dipped out into barrels, This was
an all days job to Dboll dovm a pan of juice,

In Qzio cora was slalled By naqs b
ally .
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disras anelled by hoxse-powax, Im Jiin ths cora v raya eat Tor fodller
gad auled iaio the bara and there Lled and husiced by man paver. and Gae

§Lacich Potatoas @ard alilo put ia undargsound esllara alaods Wil yonleoa o

-

Kagp Lthem from frsezing,

tg

In Oils 16 7as G2 ouston the zatier at tiie of thie firat Troat as 3y
eh.stnuta and hickory nuts, and batternuts and walnuts as possible, Tiers

were many old ehestnut Grees those days that werse full of f£ine nubs i1 Lhe

fall, and the sholla opened at tho Htine of Gue firat fooab. ™is ™ws A Lary
est tlme Cox the sgulrvrala and boys. T usdd to olian weas3 or B
sl tae auea by loaz po ; and baen Tex D Bl o9 b Ty

were a mass of priokers waleh were havd on W bare foet, bat 1= hlel: 2y
AR Ware easler Lo gatiter, We 4sod 46 spresd e o b 2k st derhow
Beda In a layes C lgap t D! PTEY: td, T

mags s, We iesd to gather some heecm Bt Hew wed i |

-np.d not care for tuew, in many pJ.aoea the old chastnut trees had ben wvut do
out down and young s prouts had come up around tmew and 1n my day had becom
trees twenty iev. nig., ai. wnleu pore speciaslly Iine nuts. 1exory nuts
Were ilounda mosSTLY in tne pritine woods On very Oid Trees Wullu were® LOu pig
104 Us pDOYS. SO €axn Ia.l tne men would Ta~e & wagon ana riii it qign empuy
DESxXeLS ana cuiluren anu Take up out into tne wouds, WUere Taey Wowiu UL &
pig Bgpiing 50 OT mOTe .€eT iung &uu a 1.0 uiamever ans put it on taeir
shouiders and run witn 1t ageinst some pig tree with so hard as to shape tn
the nuts out 1n a shower, ihen we xnildren would rusn in a 1iil our baskets
amid the shower of nuts on our nsads, and we tnouwht it great run. -any par-
rels of nuts were gathered in tuls way. suring the long winters we wwould n
nave many parties all over the neighborhuod where we would have husxking

X pees, knitiing pbees, and any otnet kind of amusement we could devise, I il-
.\*,s\the evenings up with gay times, gaks charades,kissing pees, agnes ©
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of all kinas, and anything to amuse, We would go down in the cellars and :
bring up appies, cides, and nuts, and crack the lai.ver on our m thers flate
irous, anu wind up with a sleigh ride houe. .ne amusements were all iluno-
cent oues, anu uancing was tapoo., . belonged to the younger set tnise days
since . was oniy twelve years old when we moved away to .owa.

in suwa we had much the eame kind of 1olks ana the same kind of social
gatnerings, out we nad Liiiie fruit, not cvnestnuts but many nickory nuts
ana s0me waiauls but me buteernuzs, and pleat, ox nasel nute. vur winters w
were much more severe, obut we always uad guou ssabiage. Our discauces to tne
yarious nouses were much greater, and so our sleigu riues were honger,

#arvesting.
when L was a very small poy they stiil nad the old time customs of har-

vesting all the orops by hand. wa&y was always wut by a soythe, and the hay
was always timothy. nnere a iield was at al, large, of a few acres or more,
the men would team up irom the neignborhood and half a dozen would start
out ip aline, each swinging a scytne. jt was hot and hard worx, and the
men would often stop to sest or wunet their scythes, The small boys were ale
ways expected to carry water or come kind of a drink to the men., In the
middle of each half day the wowen wuuld send out a luneci fear L_.e wsm L Las
beys. ‘me uay would pe allowed to lie in the swaths as laid dowm by the
soytues for hali & day to uxy out, amd ir the hay was at all heavy it was
spread by tne poys wiln a Iork, Then when the hay was dry it was raked:up
into windrows and then clicked by the men, to stand till it coula wve run

into tne vain. If a windrew of hay got rained on it uad 1o we @ TeLL eUL
again till dry. AL ihe end of the haying the farmer would take a team and
hay rack snd and bey driver and two men te load, and eaclh man would drive

his fork into the top of a nay cuck and 1ift the wnele ceck su Als fork auu
deposit ou L load. G010 mRa oa Lle wagosa Woule sulle AL WO 108 prupers plav
on the wagon, :'1'. was quite a trivk to load & wagon so thai wue iogd weu o
Slay ox tiil 1t reacheu ihe @iu, T su uwue b oula arive w0 ene nextv cock
t“’“ “9“2& Bt .r the wagem cowld held
$i11l1 the lpader hpd gll em that the waganewoulc L P -

Mien the tesm would be ériven up to the barn and the hay passed out to the

loft and spread out in an even la-y
L5y

®ng
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I- loft and spread out in an wwen lgpyer while ‘qhsrnmall boy ftramped it dowm.

When the €rain harvest was on the seme men would gather and cut it wi
with oradles, Cradles were soythes with a framework attached so that the
grain as cut would falln in an even layer on the frame and be then depos=
ited by the outter inn a uniform layer or 1line on the ground with khe heads
all in the same line., This was a partéivular job and took a strong men te
handle the cradle, Then a man with a rake would follow and reke up suen an
amount of the grain as would maeke a fair bundle and would tie it with a ban
band made out of grain stalke, Then the boye would come along and carry
the bundkes into a pile and stack them up with the heads up in a shoeck whie
was capped by a sheath spread out so a8 to ward off the rain if it rained.
After two wheks, er shch a lebgth of time had elapsed for the grain te éry
w.t: the grain would be haulednt to the yard and stacked, to remgin till
fhreshing time in the late fall, “t was quite an art to load and stack grai
g0 that it would stey on the load being hauled and that the center of the
steck would alwpys be higher than the outside so that when it rained the
water would not run into the center of the stack asnd speil it by mold. At

threshing timeé The first thresher I ever saw was just & boxed im eylinder
run by & belt from a sweep, Thie eylinder had teeth all over the outside

and revolved bDetweem ether teeth S0 ThAT wWnen piaia &.«.KB Were iea into o
wne iLront tne teeth would caten the stalks and draw them through the series
of teeth which would Laec: eut all the grain ia the heady amd.2ld would go

througl: enc pile up behind, Every few minutes & man would fork the mass bac
out of the way and another would shovel the grain back, . 'when the threshin

was done the straw would be forked away from the gra-u uel ind tie gra
theegrain threws up:in the air by o snovel so that the wind could blow of:

a
the chaff. Then the grain would be hauled into the barn and run throughe ha
hand fanning mill to clean it and get out other seeds such 25 weed seed,
ater on there came in machimes with screens and fanning e.tachmente and
an apron for carrying off the straw., It was the job of the boys to standmat
the tail of the machine where sll the straw and cheff sns dirt came out in

& conetant blast and keep the stirsw away from the stacker. 1f this was not
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done all the time the stacker would cleg up the machine and stop it, whivh
would cauce a lot of profanity from the threshers, and the crew. 1t was no
small job for a boy and he had to breathe all the dust till his lungs were
clogged withdirt and ears and eyes full, Everyone hated it and shirked it a
asm far as possible, But it had %o be done, When the small boy got ell he

could stand he wouls flunk and some other seit to work in his place. There w
were soft snaps on the job, as in most others, The job most liked by the bo
boye was cutting bands, Jhe band cutter stood next the man who few the
grain into the mechine, a nd he slashed at each band as the bundle was put
on the platfoxm in front of khim, end if his knife was sharp he usually cut

it, He seldom had a chance to cut twice for the bundles went past him with .

g rush, and-any delay caused the machine to speed up, and which Plew grain
over the stacker, Put the active eand alert bey held the job in spite of all
the speed the feeder would put on, end there often was a race betweon them
to see if either could stall the other. ihere were gemerslly three men on
the stack to handle the bundles with their forks, and one ofnthese men put
the bundles on the platform for the cutiter. If there was wet grain caused
by moulding this hndered the work and slowed up the machiue, ana caused pro
fanity on the part of the feeder. At first the straw was stacked in the
barns for bedding the stoslk in winter, but later on it was piled up for the
cattle and hens to mull over in the winter. the hens regarded it as a great
thing to get out on a straw stack and scrateh for grain. Sometimes grain wo
would be threshed from the shock by teams hauling it in leads to the thresh
er., Threshing time wes a great time on the farm and the whole neighborhood
teemed up to give plenty eof help, and the farmers exchanged help at sueh ti
times, ‘'his was also the harcest time of the year for the women to feed to
ths crowds, Harvesting and threshing vere the main bugaboos for the women.
Sopttered -8round the country were many gristmills run by water power to
whith the farmer would carry his grain either on horseback or by wegon load
enéd wait to have it ground. The mills were often inches deep in dust fleur

Mogt od these mills hed specisl fanning and screening machines for separe=

ting the wheat from the foul seeds it congg; -
ed, ine f £ tne VF
ermer E°
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' Wmd-;oz seed back for cuicken feed, and the grain was mostly
ground on shares. corn was also ground inte cornmeal for the farmer.

1 rememper some Iarmers nad machines for bresking the stalks of flax
80 as tu facilitate the extraction of fiber, lhe flax was mostly pulled uo
by the roots in those days. lhe fleece wool in those days, just as it was ¢
cut from the sheep was taken to the woolen pill and there scoured and retur
ned to the farmer in 19NE and square strips rolled into big balls, and the
wife was supposed to spin 3his on a spinning wheel into thread or yfarn for
knitting socks. L remember well the old spingraing q heel that gradnmother Bu
Butron had atanding in the sitting room, and which she used Spin yarn.
evenings, ‘he wheel was about four feet diemater and made of very light
hickery spokes and a thin rim in the middle of whin was a gruove in which
ran the cord that turned the spindie, inis wheel stood on a light tripod
or frame standing on the 1loor, She would affix one end of a strip of wool
to the spindle pase and take hold of a spoke in the wheel and siin it ragpid
1y, holding the wool sirip parallel with the spindle till it was twisted
enough up to her hend, then she would hold the yarn at right angles to the
epindle ti:l iy was wound up, then with a quick motion bring her hand in
line with the spindle till the new sprip was duly twisted, the. pacx To pe
wound dgedis, wud 8o on till the ball ef wool strip was used up. Then she
would splice what wae left in her hand to another strip and beging spinning
sgain, To get much done quickly required deftmess which was quickly acquire
I never saw any women weaving homsepun, this had mostly passed out when I
was born, though 1 saw them weaving rugs out ef rags, wuih was a common
occupatlo.n. the women did their el own dress making, end knitting and cro
cneting, and even made the boe andpextas men‘s clothes. many uen wauws Uieis
ewn beets, and had cobblers tools for repairs. But shoemakers were in vogue
those days and could do better jobs. Shoemekers and blacksmiths were the
main sourcee of infermation in those daye .and were always Bood story teller
I well remember one old blachsmith Gillies, a great tebacce chewer, end a
great hunter, a tall and gaunt old Yenkee, fer whom I used to turm his
bellews while he was welding some iron fer father.,. Velding was done E‘l Be

years with charcoal, or stome coal. and a bleckBmiy, = ]
2s puyoP®

T . P
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strongest man in the community.

Jne of the dominant characteristics of the Jones family as I knew it was
extreme timidity. when i was a boy L was painfully timid, so mueh so that 1

was always afraid to the rirst in a party of yhree or more to go for .fear
someone would say something mean about me at my back, women were my special
fear., itheir flashing eyes and turned up nosees sca.ed me stiff. . was Bo
easily bluried, inis continued till my sendor year in college when I was wo
working in the harvest field biding wheat all day from sunup to sunset, I r
remember one day tnere were some girls visiting where I was working, and 1
being a boy had to walt ti1ll the second table and eat with the girls, I was
so fussed that | ecouid not eat for three meals. then 1L got so starved that
in desperation . asaid to myself I will eay, girlm or no girlg_,_ asand from

-
..

that day to this women ceased to be a bugaboo to me.
i was however timid in other ways. . was distressed almost to beath
by having to face an audience, vold ghiils would run up and down my back an
my legs would give way under me till 1 got on the stage. 'hen L was at home
To this day L cannot sing in publiec, my voice goes down an octave, if I hav

to sing alone.
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= : = : = ~_~
@t& : b::nght to me 'shar x ahou.li! it in _-{
family ant my 1ife.while it oen ddone, g {
rives fanta that I neel not repenb. .

Jo‘,es aled i‘rozu Barkhampsiead foni. an L=
misrmk 0:( my r\.r‘ it se

L . S

on Mtahala Ao, Ohfo. He :::avw_- _&1 Phoebs "'ate'ra ani they

e

i

in the same cognty,wnere father was born. A simter

o’% Glddings who had four: sofie and‘one daughter.

us, Aidison, gomfart (the oliest), end L#vi, The rir;;t:
at and died early. Addison and comfori lived at Jeffer—
68, Levl moved early to Marshalltown Iowa (20 miles from
8 family grev up as father's did, and ve visiteq aﬂan. :
amr‘l Giddinge were lifelong nasoniates, bﬁth lam'-ars, .
ipitod, and the leading men in their ey on Gidd;ing,s- '
4?” A8 avd ven rebraaemat-m

el e B e s Wi i | bl i

h awept the sountyy,and

in the movemam which remilief in ihe Rsbellm

ting the slaves. How long he vas sherdf® I 4b not krow. He bought
mill 179 mile mest of Jeffereon =bout the tiMe I was born snd ran

to Grirrell, It w=s ali woods arouwid Jeffersor ihen end he used to )
and haul saw logs in the winter, agh, mable, sNd odk ifogtly and st

'dnu'p into Iuuber whern the anow thewed in the spring, I vemenber that

| 8 band af determined men armed thermselves with hinkory olie and weit
\Glevelani io release him- Feeling ren very high. The outbresk of the ¢

{Rebel ian e
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.ﬁﬁﬁim‘ﬂ&ﬂr aliong the singers. The older singers Te—

t p:;f'.y.(mng_er:onas- One day lhey strmink, inter.r!in-g to leave

‘& choir, Father promptly mobilized the young folks amd
o filled the place of the others. This sesed to have let
W-G_:_t_‘ migic and he went on the long journey ty stage

- ani stitdled nnder the famous e R¥adburr, and Mseon if I

He had a magnificent beritone volse and could sing dny

ih"é‘iileme* Than there waa";rohn Aierson My J‘oo"i* X

her wag A msniriaent man physioally, sbout 5 ft, 10 inches nigh,

and went in and took the property, and the msn dared not veaint. Path—

er wég 2 Desceable ﬁzan, but resistless when arcusedi. He was 2 haturasl me

© ohanic, oould make anything in wood. He used to make bob sleds, ax handles.
‘The o0ld mill was built on the norner of the dam ~hish crossed the cpeek AL

' the house., There was 2 square penstock whicl onenled onl an overshol wheel

whioh wae altached a handle on one endi whish wae fagtened to the lower 1

W. nf a 1-"‘!".?’ shafti whim goniterted with the end of. s eaure f‘?‘n'.‘.ﬂ. abiont _ //
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_' the lop there was left atout four inches umsut, Ao
been made the parts atill held together. Then

. While the outs were being made the sawyer would
_and tske hold of the outside out [the slab) amd
l-—rr_

the emd, thuﬂ :'-

"sblit.‘ the 4-ingh unout strip on

A (oot o e ent. He meukd Mena1y ethndlatoantle ¥
t off the strip. One day I tried tc imitate father 31

‘B0 faet deep at the dam snd made an sdmiratle swimming plasge in

BES

and ekating in winter. "hen I wes only a few years old we bors used

‘and paidle around, tut I Aid not learn to ewin t1ll one of the
boys threw me il over my head where I could not toneh bsbtc;m, then T
tingtively pawed the water like a dog to keep from Arowning, and thus I
ilearned to swin. Long before T oonld swim I used to paidle on a u&gg&:‘.!_olr
rer the pond - ¥en I was elght years old I learned o skate- T was very.

: rm.tmular and quigk and we used Lo baniter emchother to skate ol'a:' dangerous |
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» of 102, 111 gone oﬁé‘got in over b

and sent Mome or over to & Pire to iry out, W B hax

T to mid'night without taking off my gkates, in vacation
s qpmmbep a yaung woman joined the Baptist chursh ani was A ::;

o her that night. I was pretty badly Tuosed, but was invited in while
-_gju:‘is ready. Her vounpg brothafr ﬁrmsnj}y elimbed on myr lsp and began
ask & lot of questions and to explowe around, Then he got hils hand in

& pocket holding the cekes and lookad up in m face with a knowing look
|J m:;aid "I know who yo: got them for%, I sweat blood, and I suspected the
2 mn'hhec grinned. BPut the girl pot the eskes., We usedi to go barefoot all
sullier, In the fall whell the first frost had opened the chestmt burrs ve

;. me To pick our way through the layer of burrs on the grouni trving to

sget the mita without heving onr feet Mill of burrs. Between the boye and
" Bgquirrels there were few rute 1eft. Father ueed to take us all in the wagon
. But into the woods i1 the fall to gather hickory muts frow the big trees,

I Theg men would cut a lokg log end squere the end. Then all of them would

get 1t on their shoulders and »un with it agsinst a bip tree. The shosk

5 ; Fite . 8 "1
3 _‘lﬁrllfi bring -*rr-r"; a phower of mits whish #e rr113en ..1‘11 g;'“‘,ﬂaﬁ-aﬂ‘ler ; *&
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the trees, and was ail grown up to raspherries arld :
i we would gather pailfuls of the berries. Then in the

p o B L ; S
s snow o golng off thecwoods were carpeted with winte)-

8 (Erigenin) after digging them un. Thta was the tine
~ (Digentra oucullaria) M fin
b hes were in bloom, ani the blue bellg and beths

r a walk in the woods, and we would gather arme full of
ga:r.la‘, one girl pariisularly Julia Loomis was the belle.

 attention tnat it spoiles her and she went to the bad, in ]
, : :

igh as the femcer and we boys would buwrow in the barke amd
‘time where 1t wae warm and still. Then lhey usel Lo

‘of parties, about one a week all winter. "hen Lhere were

lss eoMe unshaverd Dboy- It wap & joy those days just to breathe. Then

wmad. to heve no end of anvles, eeerr cellag was full of the . Then there 4

mmaak walmits, ani buttermits, and b¥ah mits too. Te used to have

. taffy pulla, and sugéring off bees when the maple sap was running. In the
apring 1t was very mmAdy snd the roads were hard to itravel., This was why

& ‘the citizens bouilt a plark road I2 miles long from Jefferson to Achtablika,

'}
BEE

It was a toll road. The plarks were 2 fr0b wide- and 1laid elde by side all

the way. Ther would warp end twipt and the wagone umping along would atriiy .

a8 Plark with water under it and squirt the water a2 rod to one gide, Then 1f |

1

&
"

4. Ve onhildren harvenei to be there we would geb a il imd ghich ygedetolit axe J
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'ﬁihmm were all frazéled up by the long uee am

1 and qmmcy. and a _bumle of energy, always at =somaﬁhi.nq}_
g awake, HMother naed to tell me that I gave her Hore trouble

! _;tn'eg Jﬂﬂoa-‘ T remeliber Jogphua H, Gidd.i-ng.a, an etiormous ] ‘_ |
man, who was the celebrity of the town, My grandfather Jones ’
ar before I was born, Giddings died of apoplexy. I remember y
: into the houpe After the first sivoke. He wag the Govern- :

_ to ganadas when striclten last, Hies daughter married Julian a

n. Grandfather erected and ran the hotel at Jefferson, which was

him up in the long rides in the cold, till one day he thought he
ml&‘l aee what virine there was in it and tested it out and found it was
"all & fake. Then he quit it- Fether was a man of clean habits, never dramk,
nm never smhoked till he began to have terrible tcothashes when he wag &
Erown man, Then he wes advined Lo take up suoking to stop the pain. Dentist
were fm those daya and econfined thelr efforte to pulling teeth by turnkevs
which waa very vainfiy and dangerous. "hen I knew-father he used to asloke

only fineout tobacco, in later yesrs at Grinnell he simoked a great desl and

*
id

in the house, and it was nauseatitny especisa.ly when stale. I remember when

he was working hard in the sumzer time his shirts were vellow froi the f
- —_— — . ,___-F J
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= - e

od0 odor, Father waa,..a nelber of the
: oh. He was & remarkebly lavel headel amd honest man, and =

to a fault- He always kept a diary, and wea vVerr u

I naw 1t yorried him, amd so I gave up trying to lessn, tut
‘8% chureh and §.8.. lhe soprana. Later after I was marriet I

people looking at me., But I am not at all pub out by
g after the First fov momente, but those Are fatal to my

e. Then when carrie ~eme on and ehowed such rensruable talent
i& plar for faother, and Surdsr afternoons and at other times the
: treated to his magnificent einging for vears. Oarrie had sush

pression, capssity to wut feeling into her nlaving. There never was &

th more affestlon than oura. Mother was the sonl of self-abnegation,

Several years before I was born grandfather Burton was pastor of the
n Bhumh at Jefferson, thoi ﬁ e was a Presbyterisn. Father mist have been
. ohoir leader then. X ; Tt Ass Auligrtens by his first wife and one by te |

. ;_;_a_a_am. Lavinia wag the oldest child, and Margarst the next. Lavinia was at l
that time a widow, Bhe had married a Dr. Howard and had one boy william I
about a vear old. Her husband was & poor boy and worked his way through
t2e medical school but the privations he endures to get hie education

_-'. wrecked hie health and he died about that Iaime. Father was & very social
M2 ian and usedi to visit at the house often but he alwayrg n=lled for Margaret.

though he showed no Particular attention to her mope than to the other. One
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1 gt-_ erfect self-abnegatiocll., fhe never thought of herself. I was
r after. Mother was 2 little slender woman, with light blue
‘thin browh hailr, besoming alimost bald in old ape. “he welghed
lba. ghe was very intellectual and a great lover of the best

! _.-;;Iﬂﬂ;i'sun-, Soott, and the other olassical weitern. She was & great

Pa

remembrance of such things was when we bove foun:lk some Eamarkable
eitwied ani she had ue teke them up to ¥r. Olde thé pastor,to show
our greal delight to Lring a boguet of the first spring flo %ere

=

. Eload'r'oot:n_ spring besuties, and Dutehman's breeches, andi pepper—

There was & time wien spiritualism ran wampant in Ohio, amd there was

ral revolt in mvbr%:ﬁba-ief. when Tom Paine was the 14ol, that thne

: ‘ba t;-isjg steal the Oong. ohurcih. Unale Henry Jones belonged

n} Father stood guerd when a bunch of them tried te break in.

: J.d them they wonld never gebt in except over his dead body, andi they

y 1t mlﬂ. be a fighty risky business trying. They went away. That was

'6e£ara I wap born I think. IR my time the sermons were very dull and long,

_ﬁlﬁm-g;&n hour or more. Ve children all had to go to ghurch and sit still .

tan. Then osme 8.8. They had classes -f sbout half a dozen bovs. The giri

- teacners were of the goodv-gnody clans without pep or hnowledze, and it wae

r' a8 bore to have to learn and repeat the verses of the lesson. Evervthing
Was a bore. We did things brcause we had to. It was the same way in school,

"ﬂ'e. had to learn ani repeat the miltiplication table. We had to lsarn our

letiers. There wasg no bDleasmire in anything, Everything was duty. Orucify

1] every desire of the bDody beoause it wag altogether sinful and wickel. e

Were naturally #eoraved and wisked., Matters of sex were never mentioned

. - 4
| except anong the boys behind the barn. The ;:mz}?.ageable wollell yged to gpeak

of certain men as good catches, miCh as you would figh for suckers. Yet
Ghe goglial 1if9 vae sweet And reallove was coimoll, btut any .chuio' of such
D1g1t1zed by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Js&vi"nia s surprise he asgked her to marry hin, It was character+




e Jones 9 =
taboo. The men among themselves rpveled in Airty stories, amd

_'Si'-d:ﬁwf, among themselves., It waa ghocking for the women Lto

_' that they took no exernise after maturity and were hampered by

Bnd were siokly and ekinny. But they all had to be good
eepers and oould cook anything and make anythirg even to spirming

lardps and conventional women I remember one jewel, Hattle Gook, a melf-
irl, Ariven from home by he» mother—in-law, who caie to our house to
r itother. She was a queen, she st have been beautiful, she wan
air;:._ she loved everything and everybody. fhe wa¢ the embodiment of pep.
':aimiﬂg ‘at her work, ambi&::us to get an education, studled every

. ‘sion Fitted herself to be a teacher and pot a certificate to teach
‘taught in our district. How we bors loved Hattie. Mother loved her

ke a pister. Ours was her home. In the midst of her firet term she wan
stricken with typhoid and diel in a week. I saw her desd body laid out whitd
and gtill in death, the first dead body I eve¥ savw. Ftricken rowh in the
Very prime of life, ¥e resigned ourselves to it as one of the unsearchs=ble
‘8cte of CGod who took Rer away from us. Now I %now it was from the priminal
| carelessness of soleons by whom she was infeated, It took more faith in

Gad ‘tl}g;e days 10 reslgn ourselves 10 such things then now when we have a
e _saner view of what Gor wanits.

': Reing the first chilr!l-.—ma taken along with faiher @verywhere that he

. i801ild take me. I remenber his taking me to town many times when T was so

. amell that he used Lo take my hand and half cerry me for I could not keey

3 Bp with hin walkirg. T shonld have said earlier that he hed Dblue eyes anld

(]

Verv think and heavy hair vhich waes browh. He was 2 very fﬂkr-_- man with
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eat Iavar of fine horses, ahd had a magnificent o

ould atart and heul ash loge four feet in Aismeter and about
long that two palrs of oxen could not tudge. 1 remelider well

. He'had the log on the bnb elede in the woods. He

m "be looee, Then he would stand to one side and direst the
gg»ﬁm -'muid start the sleds at an angle to the way they were to

ﬁnhm in the Mzgy. "hen mother drove Maris singly in the buggy the mare
'num poke along moat csrefully and never set up. Father jised to tern the

‘mares I_I.oose in the morning to go down te the ereex to water. They wo uld

.~ dance and cavort like colis, and efter having thelr fun would come back to Y
-‘ the barn. Father used io put me on Maria to ride down to the water. She
‘would never kick up with me tut would ‘Tun like the wind, and I would hold'
o1l tie her mene, tut my legs were so short I gould hardily atick on. One dey
. ghe stobped a little too quick when she renched the water and put her head
- dowii. S0 I took a hesder and lafded on my nose in the gravel, I was so
' srgall that I could not elimb on her. Sc¢ when father was not sround I would

wait till Maria jut her hoead down to gpet a bite of hay, then I would strad—
i " = . — —-aJ
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eut on the prairia by Bateman's, Father put up 2 bosrd
:ﬁl and ran a wire fence around the lani. "hile this was

to ride the hormes cutl beyoni the feline to pasture in the

to gtop her tut she did not see it. So I junped off to
| Pelng. thrown when she hit the fence. I landed on ny feet

ﬁny weeDon he omld get hold of and come for me eaying "You =ro desd now
Dop on the goose", I would ymn till I zot over lmughing ard then turn
‘}am wait for him, Then he would rTun up and pull back the weapon to strike,
ﬁze moment he got it back to the ferthes poit ready to bring forwerd I
‘would spring and cateh it, jerk 1t away frow him and slap him ard throw
nim down. Then he wou'd squall and camll mother, ani the tableau would be
Over. One night after mother had Pinished washing she had a tub full of
dirty water on the floor. Charley wag standing with his beck to it, I gaid
) “Ghai‘lm' back up®. He backet up and caught his feet on the tub and went
dowht a1l over in the water. He was r-cmring mad, bt mother wae g0 amiged at

ihe drollery of it that she had to lsugh no I esgaped yunishment., T used to

Cat whire.a
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Jones IR
) éwm day for some atunt or oiker, and !"athal.‘ dﬁd nbf.

o g
ﬁﬁm It was the only way to bring me to tiume, Mother used to
ﬁﬁu' gevere, but he was not. I deserved all and more than I got.

dous, juet full of devilty, It never osouwvet to me that I
Wmng, for it wag fun to we. oharler's eves weve

A not go to college and so never got ary but a Aistrict
tut he was a great veader. I have alwayn felt that may be
- for His not forging ahesd as I Aid. Nothing could stop me. |
: -t& 'é.‘nl the ahildre’ when I was youlg for teaging them

to ,}fake wag céused largely by mother's fits of despondensy which
L'_@é’ii-éa the Bblues”. "hen anvthing particularly bad orcurred she and
would get together in the kitehen end talk about 1t till it bepans
4l to gee. Yhen I woulA mee Mother so depressed I would gtart to get
__il_-okoa-,. pantomimes, fake orations, sArcashs, anything that would arouse
ither 's exquisite sense of mwior. I would make her ami Jarrie laugh $411
B = their cheeks ached, Then the clouds would pass from the skies, the mun s

R |

. Would ghine, and thev wenld mill themgelves together again, T was the soul F

of optimiasun, thogph never a dreamer in the ordinary mense, Never = rainbow
chager, though 211 my life I have whenh avake in Ded ecreated gituations that
MIght hapoen, and degided what I would do under those conditiona, so that

galdon doeg aiything oceur that I have not alveady thought out and deeided

what I would do under those gconditions. I have imagined every nponaible

L misg, traveled everywhers, experienced av reny tidng An my vaking drogme, ==
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mes oven to all our friends, and we had 2 great desl

tusls and miele lovers and chursh peoble ost of all, lother
ough't wag to doc good. She was the inapiration of all benev—

i that met ohoe a waek for many years. She was always recoghized

e

in the town as a delegate and menber. Mother could not sing,

vervthing, She was very retiring, people had to push her to
: she delivered the goods. Hers was 8n examile of living,
was great in those days. The veodle had all sorts of publif
ta which w@& entirely distinet Trom the amwrch. The church
‘ fous And tock no part soclally, I remember we used to

_or father hed taught me a little pilece and I was oarried

by father and plaget on the stege to reoite it. Later on we had
society there and my half brother will took part in it, I was
wmna to debate then, mut took other Deries., I remaiber ther had a odub
' - edlted Dy one of them and got off skits on various folks- :

- was & character. He was very poor and 3“.9"1 a large family. He had a yoke of
ﬁm and used to team around, and was very profane. We could always tell
when he was coming bv hearing him gwear st the o¥en. The roed by our house
 Was eul through some 38k or other trush and was full of short stuba, He

:._ . would come along bty the side of the oxen and onoe in a while would stub his
toe apainst orie of then and fall down. He would piek himpelf up and pwear
‘at his legs and Deat them with his whiv. ile was addioted to pomching, One
g8y & nelghboy wanted a vartieunlsrly fine viece of hickory for a wagon
tongue or the like. Orosty when told of 1t gaid he knew »right where he
oonld get 1t, tut he would heve to stesl it, it would get it if the man

Would Keep 1t quiet, vhen 1t was sgreed to he got it and was paid fop it.

A Tey days later that man wag out in hip lot =nd minmed & particularly fine
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&zeund and was Very argry abont it and went to grosty

e 1t, grosor said ves he aid, but he had sgreed to
it. Everybody regarded hin as helf-witted, put he was

11}9!;.:1 always. 'rhe great uut.stanriing fact abiut the men
the:

'fq; ‘b:f,m:t;neti to do anything about the home, He waa his own garpen

e andi b;r_.-auaf.‘. it. The tluber was then faced by -b_retjtd'—
3 5;2 8 man was gAuged Ly the quality and Yeenness of hip
~in the use of the ax. ALl wood was out by exes. We had

+

! ?h ﬁw ue:lgm'. of the horses wou_‘le(mnka it revolve. Then 2 long pole
nmm to A urank. attached to a wheel that the flcor ran over, and

end had a long saw altached to it. This would be let down oh a
g un a darrlage and a sestion of it would be cut off long enough
?staws ‘wood G:r.' the ﬂraplaoe as desired. These blocks tien had fo be 1
split for wood, Tt was & real ari to do it fast and well. The ise of baka
& was just gaing ot when I was young. Ivery house had a fine bakeoven
t in i, and a large Piveplonc. Most of the bakenvens vere oval and

bt 8 fool high and two to thres feel long end I.5 feet wide, They would
4 a fire in-theu and when it was hot encugh they would rake out the

@ibers and coale and put in thelr breasd, cakes and ples and meat- But 6ook
atoves came in when I was quite pmall, tut no heating stoves. We akl sat

apound the fireplage, cuoked in front and Froze at back. The wood van |
‘E@wayg popping out live coale on the carpel when there vas = oarpet. we |
Hsed d roast chestruts and voistoes in the =ehes, and meke meple suglr and

F
taffy over the fiveplane, They would often meke a stew in a Kttle there.

Usually ersnes were tullt in the fireplaces to held the pobs-

I e L- W |
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ﬁ; igra tne vogue, tut there vas no syetematis W%

ere all krotted up with the gout. She was the head of Paine—
7 when he married her. She wae no hounekeeper. She used to ckiflf |

"L"i_airea of the ptatesmen and generals of Ameriecan history and he

give their names and tell what they did, all of theun. e used to

o L 8 e i

gteal watermelons and hide them in a barn and pat them later on. Once I re— |
| Member hissending Will and me word to cowme over and get some melons, e '
' went but I felt a little skittish about esting stolen lelons.

In I863 uncle charley Joles who lived in Hochester Minn, and had a
Tarm there (gorydon was muitiing it) wanted Ffather to buy up somé jorses

el tripg them there. S0 he bought thein and dArove them to Aabtabuls or

glevelend and shivied thes by boat to Detroit, Then shiived ...v-a é"ég;
Bought 2 Scheitler wapgon there and drove from there to Hechester.
JEE———Y R
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I vameniber the trip serase the leke and how seasick 1

- thm!e, and the oroseing of the railrdad, Father senl Le
£ any ﬁrhi.fn was goming. I went s revorted nothing in sight.
ot across mhen the express rame by like n shot, which scared
Then I remeiiber Lacrosee where we took the lLoal asross the
was 3 high blnff, mm nizhest I ever gaw, It looked Very

t was v buslness to feed & mare that had = liitle colt. She
,and I fed her bran twice & day Tor pav. I used to play with
I would greb it and hold it in my arime. Une day it kicked at me

1g0 1ived there, We ueed to go out in the brush hunting plums which
ﬂme yet. At that time the sdoux rebellion sterted ard we were

}}p}me by wEy of #inona where we took a beat down the river to Dubumte.

| there we went by train to Marsghalltown where unole Levi Giddings

lived. I reuember siiiing at the table eating. The folks were busily talk-

- M)gwhen 1ittle Reed galledl Tor bresd, no one pald amy attention, then he

:snlleti louder, nNobody notlped kim. Then he velled at the top of his volce

; 3"-31!58&1"., He got the bresd, The next dsy Levi father snd I drove in a gingle
buggy to the land at Grinnell, round trip of 70 miles in a day. They shol
g1l the prairie ohickens ther could garry hole, Yhen we gol hole to Jeffer—
®on I was quite a celebrity among the boys Decmuse I had been to Minnssota,

T reliember sofe of us toys played iruant and the woman tescher gave us 2

good lieking for it., Then she seemed to relent and sent us over to her
houge with & messege to her mother who gave ue something to eat, Ve despise

Her for it. and raid among ourselves that she was chicken-hearted,
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in the mn, We boys used-to lies on one of the Leams of the
iﬂlg strx'm aml miok the new cider out of the run-avs till

now $his is all I remeuwber about our life at Jefferson. Then
g_-,v?afs event, the move to Iowa. Father wep making a good living

¥ went yest to Iove to become a farmer about which he knem nothing, for
e sake of ua boys,
. The olothing of thore days wee hesvy woolen sooke, bootss wool pante
= M goats and caps for the boys and men, wool mittens or buskskin. The
amell ohlidren Rad one or more skirte coming below the knee and no drpaweres,
- short stockinge and shoes wefe worn. The women wo0re meveral skirte and n
S Pettinoat down to the ground, plain split dpawers, shoes and atockinga.
Unferwens wes not known thore Aave, ahawla.
e ler:'t. Jdefferson Auril T4 IS’:"I} or about that 4av for re were on the
train the firat night ont on that date. The nhext morning I looked out M

ot foxyard when we stop ed at a station and eaw the oigine dreped in
Plaats
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@e zranaon he eald Linceln was shot. vhat e terrible

_The only thing elre on the trip I remetber was
L piver at £lood when it was milen wide at Davenport-

ﬁ.m yeArs old, Unole Abner Waters, 2 brother of grandi-—
i&‘a & Vew old uan, bald-headed and wore an auburn wig, and

1 me tales of exploits when they Firet osme to Jefferson

' wogde and ther had t& out off the timber to make homes.
ng ears in log oabins made on purbone, where they baited
Ae of the oabin‘with meat ani the beer went in amd sprung &

ell. The wooda were peopled with savege snimale in my imsgination. There

# Tere solie deer still left, a few bears, and rarely wolves when I was there.
'_-.' ?.Eha woods were full of squirrels, prey, blask and Ted, phemasantss quail,

3 -:i.'ziﬁﬁit;s'. foxes, coons, and woodohuckn, Every man wae sudbosed to be a
:ar_gok aho'h. Father had a long and very heavy squirrel gun thst wag a8 mizgzle
" loader as all were, atout a %2 bore, that was losded with a long higkary
7. Tamrod endl 2 ball with 2 pateh of eloth around it to grip in the rifling,

i. 1) We had nothing tut black powder whinh we often made oureelves from willow

.

eharceoel sulpir ard saltpeire, The gnn was Tired by a2 cap ssiting over

& & nipple on which a hammer fell when you pulled the trigzer. There was a

B talr trigger. Feiher could bark a squirrel out of th higheat treee. That

ig send the ball into the bark of the 1imb on

|

) o double trigzer, one was ret to go off at the slightest touch, called the

! n wnioh the squirrel was Iying
|

|
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; ‘lo ﬁrive tha bnvk %ah‘st him, ax%! *&ll him

1 have seen him dn it. Thet was unlled aome

%ﬁ kill I barket a squirrgl onse st l‘qrysvala- Gil-

; ‘Lmaas-f while out hunting and Ated. tomfort Glddings
three
om:ouita ua on'the hill., He had o Aaughters, Anna, 2da

Hez :Entheet' ingisted in taling me all over the r.iwn that day
mé n.h the new bulldings. Some ofgdy old playuates beaiﬂ.ea

'ee'usina the Loomiges, . Y¥yra Loonds was will's sweetheart. Laura was
Whn vrsnt te the bad, Tre're were tha Udell's relatives of oure

er father had a 'relative who went crazy itryving to invent a pedpet—

m m.ﬁ!e He was confirned in the poor house which was on the way to 9
&a:_(_-&amua. When father wonld wiligit him he would talk rationally abont thingd
t when he would start to go he would teke him td one elife and whisper in

8 ear "Be pure to keep the wheel-reel goingv, Ghotlus [‘r".-Ming.s: beceame A
“iajor in the Rebellion and a man of revutation whom we children thought vwas
‘some vumpkina, tut he diei soon after. Addipon Giddings wag & lawyer and

Iell off Bnd his fatiily were hightoned and rather looked down on thelr rel-

Jole
o8, My unsle Lysandep Tived 4n Hew York and vigited.us twise, He had a

rat wife and used to say t):.at he. hgd_%x embraea her by insgtrlliments.

-
-
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a vigit tb us 'hB eaw his firat cow ani n&ﬁ.lﬁa

th ',ya.aaﬂer aht lived,vhich seelled a Wirsole then. My uipla

a cz-m, a s;piritu.&liﬁt, a snob, ani he and f&ther bngig
8 il

E i
a. He hed ane 801y who died, He also caiie west and 11\ru1 8 mtts 4
- uD. the;a ror a time His wife dleds Vhen he wam aixty hs Mi.-

. and wee a menber of the th—.:
logt his money, when 1 W
: ‘ R a;ﬂ.m 1n 1882 he was abuut alli in, Ur.e.i.e :*rarlav wan private &eeretaw' Lo '

;ost :l.t a:l and mavad to Onkiand 0al, where he fiei. He was the onhg wio

-mta to :athar at the critieal time when I was stariing to Jollege amd
ratm to tzke me out of sghool and make me help supvort the family for hm
sald a comuon school educaticon was good enaugh for hig ehildren, they wera

& quite young then. Thls oame ap & severe blow for it was very hardjfor the
. folks to get along then, and it made mother very sore at him, Yhen hig
ehildren got older he sent themw all to College, tut it wight have ruined Iy
life. T alwavs despised hin, Unsle Corydon was the youngest and waes engaged
' 1o a voung lady when he contracted tuberenlosis st 21 vears old, The doe-
tors paid he would hardly live a year. So he never married. He was a jev—
eler by trade. He ia stil! 1living at about 93 years old, sll the rest are

dead, The girls all died soen or lste of tuberculosia. Moth% told e of

3
the death of CGrandfather Burton, She was iis Pavorite child and wrote the
s M8, of all his writings. ‘As he lay dyilg che eald gather how"‘r'tg you feel -

gbout Avingyuiiis r-‘nfl.v vag "I Whow thet 1y redeeler liveth".
t I have a coiv cf a podwihe wrote!
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nii_l-z-iia was very anxious to wvelunteer, but there was
his lawge family, His friende all sivieed him not to en—

‘ard read the news out loud on theé stmeet to a big erova.
th the South were oalled conperhesdn. The copier head is a L
gomnon therse that bites without =arning. Ore day some dne

wished I wag old encugh to go. One day, the Aday John Brown was 4
'qs_x;g_au_i:ed;- in Virginia, we were all excited about it at sehcol when &

] » il PR N B ‘
Passel by with & rope in the wagon. Ve ohildren warted to know ¢f that

: mpe to hang him with, Distance made no difference to us. A regiman]'
'i’ﬁl-ﬁﬁm quartered at Jefferson. Fuckley was its colonel. He was a

ant. The men let him kndw that at the first battle he would be shot. He
red when 1t was called to the front., Only = fer men ever returned.

- am going to sinply mirror things as I sav them, with an occasional comment

born of later experience. I do not rropose to excuss myaelf for anvthing 1 -

ever Aid, nor will T phield anyone, I inten® to show the development of Iny
4ind and heart and of those sbout me and the results. I am n-t goirg to

_,-' write for the apuraval of my ghildren, nor have T anvthing I want to prove,

This will be an sutoblograpny in the very nature of things, a miwror of Iy

1ife as I paw 1t. I shall make errorg in detes, and in interpretations of

“);;';;', T

evenis probably. I simply intend to tell what I have done and how and why.
The yvear before I was born Pather and grandfather Burton went to Iowa

bought gome lant together aix miles east of Grintiell, ag a kind of nestegs.

TR

1t wap 81l prairie and tragkless. There wae 2 natural grove of cskg, ells,

i' = maples, basswood (Tilia), hickorr, and hazelnut brush and wild plums a mile
E .
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""" E;I Praly % bo t"“,,.?? azell was the termimip of the

anﬂ everybody bound weat landed there, There

» up for the thousand or more miles' Raul. There were the mile whack—

father was suprosed to be the best plaver I ever knev. That man ekinned
‘father to @ fare-you-well. Me was 2 veal expert, the first I ever paw.

' ¥While at the hotel waiting for our shaeck to be btuilt on the place, I rememn-
- 'bng 2 long and lark man with a frdsky bteam in a light open buggy stovved in
:Prént. ‘and then sterted sgain, The team tried to run awey and he braged
 bagk on the lines to stop ther and the lines broke an' he turned & somer—
sault over backwards and landed on the ground and the team »an awev.

_ The shack on the farm wae a I-rooied board house with boarde laid
mtlsr acroes on the stays connesting the rafters, where we boys slept by
elimbing up a laddexr. There was one window in it and no lining nor plaster.
‘The chief thing was to get the land plowed so as to plant = crop of sod
‘gcorn before 1t was too late. Father took two teams and s on had tenl acres
Plowed. Then we boys would go along on the sod ani cut holes with an ax
apout twe feet apart and drop a few kernels of corn and then clope the cut,
Every morning sbout sunrise hundreds of pr;i:l.rie chickens would galher on
I the sod and meke love, The cosks would strut around, swell out the red
: sacs on the neck and sprsad their wings and make a droning nelse, The fo—
males would look on apbrovingly., Often the econcks would get to fighting,
Father used to aim the rifle out of ithe window and shoot the morning meal.
After the plowing was done end the ferce made fAather began to budd a house
on our land, It was finighed and vlastered before fall, That sumer Phil,
Burton and will, andi Theodore ceme oul with s band of sheep and lived with
us, It may have Deen the next spring that ther came, Phil. was a supercil-
ious anch of thé first water, a hogs very sarcastiec and insulting and made

dother 2 great deal of trouble. He used te be very insulting to us tove, so
" Ve,

S Dugh go that
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Pown. mmy vears later when I was home at the ®ath of mother
W to be ingulting to me and I turmed to him and told him that if he
aed 4a head to e T would thrash him within an inch of his 1life,
ike A olal, How I would have liked to ligk the ter out of hin,

at Gardiner's grove Z miles northwest of Grinnell in the

gan to let up. I remenber Theodore was the sherherd. He was lorg and
:Emz ana walked stooping, talked to himgelf and moved hie head up and down

~in unison with hils steps. He always had a Look uider hig erm, Ee was a
y -L'M nand to deliver exbellpore speecks when he was alone. After we loved

andra Burion oame out and kept house for them, 1 think Theodore came with

Iim', but he may have aoﬁg' with the othera, The place at Gardiner's grove
. had a 1ittle log oabin-on it, full of bedbyge. Fether built 2 I I/2 story
" board house over it =ith two wooms below and three sbove. It was & beauti-

ful place in a natural grove of osks and secoldi growth hickordes., in an
angle of Sugar Oreek- The clearing was lined with plums and crad apples
and when we went there they were in bloom and made the air fragrant., The
waippoorwille would sit on the fence at night and ¢all to eachother all
over the grove, The okdis would hoot, In the dsyiime the quail would eall,
The grove was masical with the singing of birds, and the woods were full
of flowers. How we learned to love the old plage. Thére were welks down
to the creek glong old wagon rosdn. There was the east rosd to the ford
where the swimming pool wzs. There ®as the hog lot road that west north to
Near the croek snd passed the old hog lot where the Ambrosis trifida prew
to ten feet high in a regular forest, then caeme the big blackberry Datch
where we could piock a bushel of berriea, Then there was the road to the
Glay ford northwest past the leaning old basswood trees which were hollow

AN haA -
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gy Jores 24 '
g‘_t_'_‘a:,- woodpesker and owl nests in them, e usedl to iree

ere algo many irees with fox graves growing all over thei, The btmush

the clearings and on the edge of the woode were hézel muts which always

Mva::'ar! About I00 acres. In the winter I used to kill many rabuits, ami

orce in a while used to run them fown in the d.ep snow. Frosty mornings

 in winter the prairie chickens uced to get on the ferces and treen to pun

and get warii. I nsed o put a sheet over e and enesk up on thell and shoot
them with the rifle, There were thoupands of them ther. When we first went
there all was unfenced prairie and we used to go down on the flatis near

the alay ford and cut & hunired tons of wild hav. Those daye the oreek was

Rarrow, seldom wider than eougl to jump moroes And with vertical barks and

even': overhanging, and there were many pike about 2 ft, long whieh I used

to snare by slivping A troom wire loop over the shoutl. and jerking them out:

After the stock beczlie n merourd ther broke down the banks ani the creek
DLegame a mud hole., In the sbring Dreskud I heve seen the oreek I/4 mile
wide and a raging river, Te ussed to be so glad we lived in the grove when
the wini blees, ani 1t wan wost slweys blowing. T have geen the wind peel
the hay r ight of the stacks wnen it - rag lofded with wivre and Tockp

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

]




- — B T —

T - e ——— = -

; : ST R ey E:
1gnt oﬁ' tre :g-acxs woen it wag losde’ wilh wire and rocks. T heves

SR e

i’bm the house llke a boat. At times & black low bank of clouds
» the tree tops would come up like a rmcehorse, seiting every-
g flying, and then the rain would fall in torrenys and the lightning

B .

| Would flasn contimially in blimding lignt, and the Yinder orash after

? erash 80 that you could not talk to be hesrd. Trees would be siruck and

. blaze for a few mimtes. It was magnificent, and appalling to somie tut I l
alvays 'onqdyaﬂ these manifestations of pover, they inspired me. Then would !

I'E come the calm, the drirping vegetation, the flaitened grain, and fallen ]

trees, and ground coverel with debris, but i¥ was great. e used to have :]
: gbout four monthe of slelghing. The roads were often drifted A1l and we :
eometimes went over the fences in the sleighs. Rarely Aid the temerature

faill te fall to-I0°, and sometines am low as -30", onoe wap —23%°. That day
I walked home from school with a strong wind blowing, and frogze the tips of
‘my eara, '
s when the first winter cane vill and I had to walk a mile south to .
the Batemsn farm to sghocl. Mrs Bateman (formerly Mrs, Reed) wag the teach-
ep. She had a dsughter Georgia a very bright and old-maidish girl of my
age, two pons FPred andi Frank Reed, and three older Rateman girls and a boy
or two hhose names I do not resall, Georgia was A crack sPeller and won the
Prige for being the best speller in the whole reglon., The folke temsed e
about her as being my girl, we nhiied around eachother some but I did not
1ike her dipgposition., "hen we sold out and movei we boya weni Lo the Hough-

ton school which was built on the Hougliton place a mile east of our grove.
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