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& Cacso, April 6, 1906. 4 P

According to Mr. Hitsch of Panzos there is a specially
kind of corn gromn at Coban under the name cem-bob - & word or
. for -w:i;io'h E_s does not know mmy other meening,

The large corn grovn by the Indians in the leyel country
angosie called simply saqui-hal, or "white corn.”
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L Trece Agums, April 18, IQOG.fu;?la

& lepidoperous (%) lerva was deing very serious damsge
4n the terminal buds of & £ield of com neer Secoyete. This
injury is very genersl, ¥r, Welter Charpney informed us, in
eorn planted in the dry season. After the rsinc begin the
demage ceases. Possibly the lervae sre drowned out by the water
waich ig held by the rolled iz leaves of 2 young eorn plant.

Judged by U. 5. Stenderds the "dry"™ sesson of Alts Veras
'B’E.}«_-wonlt‘_t be amply wet emongh for corn, if not foo wet. Plenting
hes generaslly to be deferred 111 the cnd of the dry season beceuse
milpes are not generslly burmed "hefore thet time, but the in-
fluence of such & paresite is thus in fevor of later plenting end
might well be worth teking into sccount,

If the water were detrimental to the insect larva the
holding rnf much water would constitute 2 bionomiec charscter of corn

varieties for this region,
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Trece Agnes, April 23, 1906.
1~ 260

of the year. Threc ere usually distinguished.
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faoco, ¥ay 1, 1906. /w IAT

Tlames of corn crops.
Sak-1i-gua - pl Oct.-Hov.

Fon onil cal "white Corn” pl. Jan,-Feb.
"first planting"

Cat caal Apr.-(tekes 4.1/2-6 months)
"Byrnt milpa”
Hojon caal Hay-June
"Later milpa"
£

Behind -Peet milpa Planted onlyin é}-r.m:it;“)\t).'_ﬁd

o
Planting other than cet casl require & monthns.

Sak-1i-gues only in val “.a;raj,not on hills; cen not be
elgared by burning because of rziny SeRBOT.

Hun chil ceal - Burned if opportunity offers. Bometimes
very snccessful at higher elevetions.--4,000 feet, end offen the
best milpe of the year.

Cat ‘essl. Principel milpas &t lower eleveticns, =8 at

Trece igues.
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5_ gﬁ"ﬂfﬂ :t ﬁom 3%5’0(? 1}?‘:;:& = m‘)* ﬁ)—a/L.-
Catbael - 3, ooe fest and uprard lysuo com ) very

ben, Taetie. Corn ripens commonly in 4 months, but hes
“to 3}? left out t111 it gets thoroughly dry; otherwise it decays
when stored. About Cobsn com broken down hy the women to let the
{ rain run of#, but this is not dome sbout Trece Aguas. Corn in
turns down when mature,sccording to Mr. Ross.
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B e devabloseres naginh ahom
317
A diversity similaer to thaef of the cacso is found in
the corn variety celled -c‘ﬁ'Fl?it.uh (leech). It is white,yellow or
. W&ei: with much diversity &lso in the shape of the ears, but
the quality of the kernels themselves is very nniform. It would

) h‘; described as a semi-dent variety. Other type of Indien
n ghow no such diversity, but are like U. 5. varieties.

____Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




/ Rubinel, Nay 8, 1908, 44« 5y

It would he worth while to collect =11 recorded informa-
regarding meize in Centrel Amexica, of & bionomic cheracter,
- of growtn, uses, ete, If given an etimologicsl character it

peoples and their agriculture. With such & collection of informstion
sis much more information conldd s collected and vreserved
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subinal, tay 9, 1206, f& B /

Two more bionomie cherscters -f corn were detected &t
'ﬁbﬁnal. The young corn is from six to ten inches hiph; 1ittle or
7m0 rein has fellen sinee it wes plmted, but theyoung corn ias mot

deed or dying ae wigh' bo expected. Nearly every loaf is =till
green to the tip. This notable resistence to drought is to he ex-
plained, partly at les %, $o'the Pact that the lesves promptly ourl
HnWaxd BE Hoon as the ean strikes them in the morning . Where the
corn is shaded by = hedge or tree it remains open., but as soon ap
the direot 1ight comes it curls up closely, so that the young plants
Qook more like onions than like corn, a8 one member of the perty
remerited. The resemblence to onicns is incressei by & seonnd
dronght resiating chsracter, the presence on the nnder side of the
lesves of a'ﬁi;ﬁm-t lasyer of bloom or pruinesity, like thsat which
covers the Eu‘._:_:*f'&cé of some varieties of plums, grepes and other
fryits. Thig meteris]l ne doubt protects the wnier surface of the
leaves from the sun and rednces the emount of moisturs which is
mecessary to keep them f:.mm wilting.
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Zucualpe-Checha, Hay 12, 1806.

+372
A lgrga hmrd variet; of corn bomght in mr’kat of L&
faizg blanco and Heig pinto. Grainshhits, purple
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Zecual pa-Ohiche, ey 1%, 1906,

. Maize.(Superfioisl culture) pe270

On the highlends as sbouf Sacuaipe maize is mostly gYewn
3n the vegas et the Yotfoms of the valleys, ¢ Tew feel above the
water level or on somewhet higher slopes where the water leaches
out, BSpringy plecea sre not infrequent in some locslities,

Corn is =lgo grown, however, on level spots on hipgh dry
8pire or crests, erd guite without reference to the ground moisture.
Dependence is placed entirely in the water stores in the cora-hills
which are here mede very high. ZEven the seed is not planted below
the aurface, btut on en ineh or so of earth taken off an eold hill.
Two or thres inches moreé earth sre then piled cn. *he soil is ec
dry that fthe corn canprobably ~emain in it for & long time uninjured
end germinate whenever enough rain comes to wet the little mound.
The old hill is g}eid eyer to the new during euliivetion, the
whole process not gpoing below the genersl surfuce level, Fxuminat-
ion of the rocts of the old com shows that none of them rum down
into the seil prover which with the protection of the hill may Te-
mein- dry. lhe rcots exterd out sidewise to get the moisture of the
lopse earth of the hill.

The coxn 18 often planted Prom two to four incheﬂ ahove
the genersl level of the soil, andnubc-.: twa' inehes 1‘-"13@7’ the sur-

i L
fece! the dry pranuler sodl meking this depth practiceble.

Qo ti el Paadesd _-r;.,,,l:-\l, o tapnede vl A
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Chiche, gy 14, 1908,
A 327
y !‘3;@ phote following tis sbove series shows & eample of
85 commonly Built in this comtry, The present instance
_qmal snterest in the fact thet the corn was appumtly

| Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Suiché, May 34, 1908:
‘hﬂ ggmjg {thet is, yeilow meiazel 2 yas
1 Very lerge, grown in the viocinity of Chimeltenang8  fince

ihpario near San Mertin Jiictepec, B5aid slsc tobe & varisly with very

‘ehoyt end thick esrs in the lowlands. Sown now (in Msy! end har-

S Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




- T——

Srh. /3

Avdohd, ey 14, 1908,

‘Maize, Pl Lo/
The custem in this region is to plant 4 or © graine in &

nill, fThe very large yellow meige of Chimaltenango is seid to pro-

dnes often two esrs gnd somatives more; fiV-& or Bix ears to the hill
is the expectation. The yield eleired amountsd to about 50 bushels

Par aore,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



—

LA~ 1A
fuiche, ey 18, 1906,
po w2

A men wes wa'ched plenting cdorn mear Quiche this morning,

16-., !Eh:f earth sppesred perfectly dry. Small monnds ahout

¢ inches high were built of earth hoed from en old hill, 4 or

3 were dropped orn this and covered with & 1ittle more earth.
here hid been mo rain thus far in this vieinity tais season, dut

this evening it has rained hesvily for ebout two hours, The corn

- 48 nearly all planted. The zdvantsge of plmting hefore the rain

fitgggna is very obvious from the silendpoint of the lshor necessary,

. for the dry sarth ckn be hsndled easily., If the rain sheuld con-
m‘& iniir pl‘an‘bin& might becowe very difficult, if not impossibles

ﬂ ;ﬁﬁnmgs the lan&-ex‘brsmely sticky smd tenseciocus, and the condi-
‘tion of the soil might be very different for plantirgs meide efter

. __Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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4uiohd, ¥y 14, 1906.
e ze ) /3‘ Q@o w

._Ii"{l__knﬁemg-lu afforig excellent if not uneguulled epportunities

‘ﬁ‘-a;r the Etudy oF the “isnomic cherseters of ihe corn plenmt, with
‘the prospact of ensbling us to learn muck of interest snd mrsetical
‘velus for the United States. It would Da Tash to estimita the
‘numter of locsl v&riefies- of corn with different gualities ond adap-
%atiocns ;‘siu_ different coriditions of growth, from the hot end humid
eogst belts to the cold &nd dry highlends of the interior, The
number of these loesl sorts with aprreciable diffevences im rrobebly
‘not lese than s hundred, and msy resch seversl hundreds,

Af aldeptations to diverse conditions of soil and climate be reckoned
‘&8 charseters distinguishing the vsrious kinds. In the mresent
‘paper it will be precticable to give only = few brief indicetions
0 the neturs s extent of the varistel differences, snd of the
‘possible significance of some of them for the United States and

the tropical islerds,
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guiche, Moy 14, 1206,
Lorn. "Kaméneltx" S 4OS
White corn or gellow, but eprarently alike in othexr re-

epects, same size; shepe &e, s0ld in muarket of Quiche,
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Quicke; ¥sy 16, 1906,

pvis
The plenting of com was continued todsy, efter the heavy
yein of lest night, wherever the work hed not slready veen finighed.
eyexy oesse noted one men was working slone. The system of chang-
| woxk end plenting & whole milpe in ome dey es in Alta Vera Fasz
#not to be in nge. Plenting ssemed considerebly more A1fFi-

| cult beceuss the earth stuck to the hoe, hut the gromd im $he
3 k&m: ie evidently not so tenacione &s in the paths.
One.of the resulte of this method cof planting corn on
1ittle hills of esrth is that e 1little cevity im formed at the
- side of the new hill, between it and vhat remeins of fthe 013 hill.

| Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




Totariocpan, Msr 18, 1906.

/';.. i

Dther types of corn cultiveticr were seen bebtween @

and Totenicepan, Steep hillsides sre trenched snd ridped aoross

the slopes, snd the corn planted in two rows one on ssch side of
the ridge. “he very steepest slopes sre regularly terraced, the

terreces being sbout two feet wide, but these seem not %o be

planted in corn; perhspe they are for

whezt,
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‘Guefzaltenango, May 18, 1906.

The transverce ridges on which corn is planted slong both
#ides &8 noted in snother place ere sfterward hoed up into hills
of the usual form. The object sttained by this method of planting
seems to be te get the corn in as deeply as possible and at the
seme time moke it possible to handle all the earth sbout after the
corn is plented.

In the very locse volcenic soil ahont Quelzaltensngo the
other extreme of the superficiel hill system of the Joysbej-Chiche
region is reached, for &t Quetzaltenengo the corn is plented in
furrows between considersble ridpes, to get it as far into the ground
es poesible, the dependence here being placed on the moisture which
enters the soil as a whole inste:d of merely upon that which can

be caught by the little hills of broken earth.
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: Quezaltenengo, May 18, 1906.

m*!ﬂ.- /J &

Bundles of the fresh leaves of young maize are brought

in considerable quantities to the markets of Totonicepan and Quegal -
tenango, In answer to auestions it was learned thet they are nsed
to wrap tameles in. Doubtless they give a pleasant flavor to the
enclosed food boiled with them.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Quezaltanango. ¥ay 18, 19086,
'o. j/) o LA
o L1706
The long husks of the San Martin corn (of whieh samples
were secured st Quiche have & special velue for wrapping tam:les
in. They are brought to Guiche in bundles snd sold for that pur-

pose. This is something similer to the Missouri (?) variety of corn

which is grown especislly for the large hard cobs, for making corn-
cob pipes.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Guezal tenango, liay 20, 1206.

Maize, P

The plowing and preperation of the land by mpdern agri-
cultural machinery hes been tried in the vicinity of Guezal tenango
with results greatly surpassing those of cultivations by native
metheds eloge by. Much of the corn lsnd, especially of the region
hetween Joyabaj end Quiche is level enough to plow, and some of it
is dounbtless trested in this way by wooden native plows ss in the
Tigion of Rabin=l,

The idea common among people newly arrived in tropical
countries, that great +things are to be achieved by the introduction
of plowing and other agricultural methcds from temperate rsgions,
is offen very much in error on socount of the very great diversity
of conditions, on the cther hand, there is evefy probability thot
on meny of these comparatively level corm-lands of the interior
platean of Guetemals the moe of modern plows and other agricultural
implements for preparing the lend would be found very sdvantageous.
This does not mean that all the methods employed in the United
States could be introduced withont discretion, Differences of con-
dition womld still demand differences of methods, as in different
parte of the United States. Good judgment, enlightened by intelli-
gent experimentation would be necessary, probably, to sscertein
which methods wruld yield the best results in the meny different
loealities to be found in so veried & country s Guatemala. People
of intelligence willing to use their time and cupital in such agri-
cultural pioneering Bre rire in any country. The chespness of the
native Indisn labor and the immense difficulty of training it in
the use of new methods are also large obstacles in the wey of under-

teking anything new in agricultural lines,
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Prés
£ . wuezslienango, Mgy 20, 1906.
s
450 1bs to cuwveds of 25 varas,
Six kinds of corn.
Pol =

Diente de ajozobisnc

‘é' ;"0 0 b

Diente de 8jo. Every plant bears one and usually more thin one

ear, gometimes 5 to 8; harvest very large. Very early erop in
five months, Planted mix::ith mais negro and zapalote blanco,
two grains of each in each hill, to increase the yield. Ears
small, but very rich in corn. Other kinds are also planted
mized to inerease the yield. Of Mexican origin. Sown from March
to early in May. Harvest also in November.

Zepalote m&riZlq\E_tortil?nB_and tamales;no Specisl uses.
blaneg ]

lione of these kinds of corn planted on the coast.

D‘r'mtﬁ. de 8jo, egapalote.amerillo & blanco & the black corn

can he planted in poor lend, hut hetter in good, whenm they pet from
it 5 ears to a stelk., Pol usually as
about 2; six or eight stulks planted to hill 1 1/2 metres apart.
slack corn in poor lamd 1 1/2 guintels on s eunerda of
25 yaras, Plentsd only on po:r lend, the blsck corn.
Filling ecalled,calzar putting shoes on; done to keep the
wind from blowing it down. Roots would be tos shallow tD give good
erop, Ridges sre made between two rows in order to be shle to make

the hills higher,

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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2 or 2 ears to & stalk, usunally



s . Guezsltenango, May 20, 19206.
& g o -
‘,r.’J A 3

450 1bs to cuyeds of 25 vwerass, /) ¢ el

8ix kinds of corn.

Pol =
h\_—— Diente de ajo20bisypo Y
Zapelote amarillosixim acan 7
Zspal~{.{,_-' blanco sag ixim
sal por Sa¢ » Pl. Hch.
mais negro re swavchs
tastel (dent corn) (2 ears mixed tastal & Sal per)
;;f meirena
o \ Has to be in rich earth, plented in March, harvested first of
Hovember.
BES

11 por Tamales de carne, and for meal, to make dulces ete, but net
for tortillas also used to meke bread. BSamples said to be very

poor; grows very large ears. Needs grod land, the best.

- (15
'- Zapalote mrffln} tortilles and tumales;no special uses.
blaneo

Kone of these kinds of corn plamted on the coast.

Dlente, de ajo, gapalote.amarillo & blance & the black corn

can be planted in poor land, but Better in good, when they gt from
it 5 ears to a stelk, Pol usually as 2 or 2 ears to a stalk, usually
gbout 2; six or eight stalks planted to hill 1 1/2 metres apart.
Slack corn in poor land 1 1/2 guintels on & cuerds of
25 varas. Plant«d only on posr lamd, the black cornm.
Hilling ealled,calzar putting shoes on; done to keep the
wind from blowing it down. Roots would be tosshallow tD give good
erop, Ridges are made between two rows in order to be ahle to make

the hills higher.
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According to information st Quezaltenange it is customary

on the higklands seen from road hetweoen Joyabaj and Quiche to plant

for: ftwo or three years, then let the grass and weeds grow, and

then bury them in the ground,

In Quiche they do not have the starch corn (sal por)

nor the zapalote nor the dento de sjo. Last rear corn at 80 peso
A

now scaercely 40 -- & fm (150 1bs) Corn plented on same land

about Quezaltenango every year.
/

f; )2"—’!-'.‘_.'{,"?& : /'f}z..'./r,crr...ff ;5,;-1 L /f‘: A’(.’od:ﬂ—’,}-/
d 7 ;

1 v
vl = Civn
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Quezal tenango, May 22, 1906,

It may be doubted whether the corn varieties of these
high plateaus of Guatemala are likely to prove truly drought-resis-
tent, or as much so a&s those of the somewhat lower districts farther
to the east. These very porous volesnic soils while spparently
very dry and mealy probably hold moisture for a considersble period
after they have once been wet, end may never subject the corn to the
severe conditions of drought which sometimes in the hotter dis-
tricts lower down, such as the valleys of Rabinal and Salamsa,

The Mexican table-lands with more deficient rainfell will
doubtless show better varieties with respect te drought-resistance
in the direct sense of ability to grow with 1ittle water. 4As al-
ready seen, however, the custom of planting corn at the end of the
dry season has given extensive training in drought-resistance to

some of the Guatemslan verieties.
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Agua Caliente, Mey 25, 1906,
Neize, #4777

At Ague Celiente are seversal filelds of corn elready nearly
old enough to show tassels, This part of the comntry is evidentiy
more moist or it gets esrlier rains then the Queszal tenango district,
or the regions to the eust: The com betwren Agua Caliente and
Huehnetenango is mostly three or four feect high, At Guiche ind the
region to the east it was just being planted or was only a few
inches high, except in rare cases. About Quezaltenango it was from
B to 6 inches high, ss & rule, In thip district it is from two to
five feet, or more. The other fentures of the country indicete some-
what greuter moisture, though perheps only earlier rsins, Por the
entire country is open and showe every indication of heing sumbject

to severe drought,.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Ora 27
Chiantla, May 26, 1906.

I : e A YT
At Chiant:l;; "vm.zs. se'gn s yellow com with lerge; aoha/’ moderat e
1y short and conical. Call":bnly mais de tlens fria eccording to
our informant. Will not grow at 211 at Chiantla, but thrives two
lesgues farther up in the mountains, Planted in February, ripens
in November.
To the north of Chiantle the country is crossed in an
east and west direction by & range of high mountasins, evidently
not volesmic or with no recent volecanoces at least, The slopes
are cultivated clear to the top, which is over 12,000 £t where

the road crosses, sccording to local informatiom.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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%‘f' irf /, Candelaria, June ¥, 1908.
Meize. P el B 4

Jelow Jacaltenango end San Marcos and from there to Henton
ia to be found snother type of corn culture, the crop being planted
among the bushes which are left after fire hes mun throngh. Some-
times the aticks sre all cut down anmd cerried off for fire-wood,but
not, aprerently, for the venefit of the crop. The soil is everywhere
very roeky, and the soil where it exists fine and loose. Planting
i done with a stick, ss in 21ts Vera Paz, The chief difference
geems Yo lie in the fuct that here the climate is so extremely dry
that thevegetation will burn of f without being cut down, 4 large
proportion of the plants ere probably perenniasls with underground
roots or rootstocks from which they can grow out ag/ in when the rgin
comes, but the corn heing plented near the surface doubtless pet the
benefit of the rain in advence of the other plants and is able to
muture & erop before being smothered by the other vegetation.

In a year or two the same place may have enough growth o
burn over agdin, snd permit another planting with com. <The ultimade
fate of the soil under this system is to be all washed away, lesving
the rocks bare, the present condition of much of this region, In
some places it eppears &s t&:-*ug!the rocks themselves were disinte-
griting very repidly, perhaps as & result of the buming. This
might replenish the soil sufficiently to meke this tnde system of
culture a permsnent one.

The normel system of cut =md burnt milpas like that of ilta
Vera Paz reappears in the mountalns above Jecsaltenango, and is doubt-
less precticed in much of the humid region from there eastward.

This system of planting corn in the bush without cutting

represents the farthest reduwetion or most rudiment b
- POSTY beginning
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of cultural methods, GShould be canvessed in the paper on agricul-
‘ture and fire., It enables the land to be cleared sufficiently for
sgricultural purposes by fire alone under these conditicns of soil
and climate,

Hoteworthy in this connection that there ial?‘lfrga

perenniel grass very closely like cornm in appearance in the
young stages of growth,growing in these same areas of bumed land.
It is now sprouting out anew after the buming, before the planting
of the corn, If the corn plant were originally native in such &
region as this it is easy to understeand how its cultwre might be un-
dertaken by a primitive pecple. The only zgricultural operations
necessary would be to plant snd to harvest, mno cleering, plowing or

cultivation being mnecessary,
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I Jan Vieente, June 4, 1906,

Madze. pel J‘7

The fince of Juncana abeut & dey's journer to the south
cf Comitan is said to produce the largest cc‘?nz{n Hexico, Exhibited
et the worlds fairs end in Museun st Mexico. Seid tc be a native
veriety in thet particular region. Does mot yield well when taken
to other places. %he idea ~f persevering in the face of a bad re-
sult of the first year or two could not be expected to occcur to prim-
itive people, but should not movw deter ms from making &t least an
experiment to tect the powere of esdaptability of the corn varieties.
It might require five years or mora to complete such edaptations, but
when once maje they might be highly advemtageous. +he difficulty
is seldom that the stalks refuse to grow in the mew places, but that
the ¢rop is small, This mey mesn merely that the sddi tHonal energy
of growth needs only to be temed scmewhet to put in to useful work
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San Vicente, June 4, 1908.

]

Leize. pat o

4 kinds et San Vicente. Maiz amarillc, blanco, teja?:o
teg-ua (with ears very thick-Corn of hot country. The tejor rariety
has very smsll ears. All planted here in June; amarillo and tejor
&re eerly, the harvest end of August, the others in Vecember. Blanco
considered best for tortilles, amarille best for chocolate end for
the animals, Tejor produces fine flo;g%ﬁ; is very vhite; softy
cob very small. Very flat kerneled witﬁ & broad channel, Very mn-
like any Guatemalan corn.
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> ¥ Juncand, June 6, 1908,

The corn et Las Hoyas is of the same general type as that
of Juncana, but seems to be =zll yellow, while that et Juncana is
largely white. The owner of the Juncane fince sssured us thet ell
the corn on hand &t present was extremely small. The ears sre still
immense, however, though not egusl in length to those from Chimalte-

nango, found at Quiche.
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m._ Junc¢ana, June 6, 1906, p. 561,
B/ITW The corn in this pert of the country suffers excessively
[ s.c

from & smell lepidopterous insect much resembling the familiar
hounse moth of the United States. Corn weevils which are so ebun-
dant in Guatemals were not seen, %hen a pile of corn is disturbed
the insects rise in clouds end in some places nearly every Kernel
has suffered. Other thsn the loss of the part destroyed by the
ingects the corn is not injured for the nativesy by the presence,
present or former, of the insects, but for plnﬁting it is useless.
Probebly to secure at least « partial protection egainst the insects
the netives are accustomed to keep their corn in bins which in
their houses cloce about their fires, wheres the smoke doubtless
keeps the pests sway. Corn stored in the houses or grs;naries of the
more civilized inhabitents @oes not have this protection and appesrs
to suffer mich worse. If a remepidy for this parssite could be sug-
gested it wonld he much appreciated in this part of the world. Get
identification of insects and inguire for remedy from Bureemn of

Entomology. Question likely to be asked of travellers here.
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= Juncana, June 6, 1906

Had ze. -ty

The land sbout Juncens where this largest of Hexican
varieties of corn is grown, is = black sticky soil much like the
adpbe or gumbe soil of Texas. It also resches the hog-wellow con-
dition guite like the Texes prairies. The resemblence extends also
to the country at large which for seversl leegues on hoth sides of
Juncene is nearly level end preirie-like, with Texas lardscepes form-
ed of scattered osks, nines, Brysonims end small Acaciams like guis-
aehe., Similar flet open country eppears to extend for seversl miles
on both sides of the rosd, sc that the region to the south of Comi-
tan might be described ss & misplaced pert of Texsas, Similer condi-
tions &re to be found, however, in the ‘ehuantepec country and north-
word &t plsces along the Vera “ruz and Pacific Hialroad. The Texas
preiries thus have their anslogues in the far seuth, no less than
the cactus deserts of Arizona or the coniferous forests of Califomis.

Another feature of similarity with Tezas is the fzct that
these level places seem to be formed largely of water-weshed gravels,
infieeting, perhaps, recent deposition, The most accentuated hog-
wallows seem to form in places where the black sticky soil over leys
grevel, When the black soil cracks the surfice water fal ling in
the first rains runs domn these cracks into the gravel in large
gquentities, cerrying down much fine materisl from the surfece, and
doubtless leaving something of a depression u«t the place where the
erack had been, This would tend to collect the colloidel meterial
and be 1likely to induce the formetion of another large crack in the

seme plsce in the next dry season.
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o L'Aurora, June &, 1906.
I &6 c

The yroprietor of the Finca Juncans where the very large
corn is raised, six lesgues south of Comitan is S®™ DT Christian
Carascoza. Other members of the same family sre to be found in

Ccmitan,
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" Q6 rrhurore, Tume 6, 1906.
i |- ¢ CF

The large corn frem the Vepertment of Chimultenango was
a cold country veriety grown at high eXtitudes that of Juncsna is
slresdy adapted to muech lower elevaticns, to & probsbly much drier
atmasphers. end to 2 scil which in its genersl gppesrance and behavior
is notebly similer to much of the land of southern Texas where it is
very desirable that nmew warieties of corn shall be introduced more

suited to the npturel conditions then those brought from the norther

states.
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37 Rencho Mateo, lMex., June 16, 1908
f‘. 4t

A new way of using corn--boiling or <roasting the very

young ears and eating them cod and all or even husks and all, when
'

roasted.--#bout as thieck as the finper or less. Called jilote &t

_ this stage; translated by Spaniards as ijo de olote, the roasting-
: ear size heing name) dlote.
Another method of using corn is to drink it in the fomm
i of what is ealled pfsoli .” The corn after being prepared as taough
for tortillas is made up into balls or cakes a:qr(i‘_{‘?lgjrisd.. In this
| form it is often carried on journeys by the Indians being the

form moet easily prepared for food.
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= Ocosingo, June 16, 1906.:’" 6271

L

‘Meizge. (Mexico)

The difference in planting ceasons often betweenplaces
only a few miles apart will greetly complicste the work of gain-
ing a thorough knowledge of the maize varieties of this region.
Thus at Comitan the regulsr corn planting season is the first half
of June, the work being everywhere in progress at the time of our
wisit. About Bajucu, however, end between Bajucu and Mendoza, only
a day's ride from Comiten, the corn was nearly all in the tassel,
and roasting-ears are the order of the dey. In this region the
rainy season is well begun, but another day farther along, as at
Rencho Mateo and Ocosingo the rains have not yet commenced. The
desd leaves and surface soil are guite dry though the vegetation
has not suffered, this being a much more humid region than farther
to the west.
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‘Do make posol the corn is cooked with lime to teke the

Yajslon, June 12, .1-906..1"' b W

£f just es for meking tortillas. The msterisl is sometimes
with cacec end cinnamon &nd then resembles the drink mede
cested corn.
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4 rmise, gme 2, 1308, 1 664

_ Custom not to cover the kernels sbout Lumije; Er, Msrkley
thet seed rotted when covered, cspecislly in clsy soils.
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