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{HERBACEOUS PEONY HISTORY)

IH CHINA JAPAN,

The vopalarity of $he herbaccous peony in China snd Japan
‘was gomewhat overshadowed by that of the tree peony, but the
Fformer kind hag long had a distinot recognition in both countries.
In China it was called "3ho Yo" msaning "most beautiful", which
bespoke a considerable apprecintion on its own sccount even
though the tree peony was ranked as the King of Mlowers,

In 636, A,D., the herbaceous peony was fairly well dis-
tributed over the country and was used for mediocinal purposes and
in some places even for food. This was another instance of the
‘advanced character of the eivilization of China, for the peony as
& source of nourishment was surely but the prototype of some of
our moderan breakfast foods, Hung Xing writing at this dete,
distinguished two sorts - the red and the white. This 1s the
first mention we have anywhere of a white peony. In 968, s
Zm, an author on natural history and nstvrsl philcsophy, also

. i wrote at some length of the herbaceous peony. In the early
part of the eleventh century, according to snothor Chinese
| historian, the herbaceous peony was grown in 211 parte of China
[ but the most velueble roots come from the County of Huni Can
Foo = wherever that wes., 3y 1086, ss & literary botanist of
the time tells us, the florists and nurserymen repliszed the
posgibilities of the plant for ornamental purposes and began,
by great diligence and strong fertilizetion,to produce flowers of
large size.
As a result of these efiforts and the extensive propa-

gation by planting of seeds, new and better varieties were pro-
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duced, In 1596, more then thirty improved kinds were listed in
the catalogues of Chinese growers.

Ag to *he subseguent development in China not much in-
formation 18 readily sccessible, In the middle of the ninoteenth
gentury, & nvmoer of valuable peonies were exported to Frunce to
form the foundstion of collections made by noted Frenmch smatours,
At the present time whils the peony is still growm %o & consider-
able degree, fow exportetions to Yurope or this country are made =
due possibly to the quality of Chinese verieties as compared with
the improved varieties of this side of the world, or else to the
lack of initistive of the Chinese immdistributing their products.

Barly in the eighth century, both the herbsceous and
the tree peony were exported from China to Japan, The herbaceoug
peony is there ocalled "Skakuyaku" end has been highly thought of
although not accorded the honoure given the tree psony, which is
ranked ag one of the three royal flowers. At the present time,
there are at least ten large nurseries in Japan which grow her-
baceous and tree peonies, One of these does a large export
business to Englend and America and maintains offices in both
countries., Twenty-nine varieties of the herbaceous peony are
listed in the cetslogue of this nursery ~ the names of some of
whieh ere delightfully queint, Fuji -Some-Cinu ~ irregulerly dyed
stuff, Xasane-Jishi - pair of lioms, Chiyo-Kagsni - very old
mirror, and Kame-no-Legoromo - turtle's holiday attire - are some
of the most expressive, The present exportations from Japan

consist of a new rece of peoniss of a distinet type forming =

- P -
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intermediate between the single and double types
amens traneformed into narrow petaloids.
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The Tree Peony ia more difficult to propagate than
[N ‘the herbaceous peony. Probably on account of the difficulty
‘there have been tried & mmltiplicity of methods which do credit
1o the resourcefulness of the horticultural mind.
Eipling says:
"There are nine and twenty ways of writing tribal lays
And every single one of them is right."
The ways or propagating Tree Peconies are fewer in num=-
Dher and are far from having the same cquality of merit. There
are at loast nine means that have been employed with varying de-
grees of success,

= -

1. Elunting of seeds. The seed does not germinate

for o year or cighteen me'nths' and growth is so slow that five or
8ix more years must elapse hefore the plants are strong enough
Yo flower. Persons of a phlegmatic temperment might find this
method so guick as to be nerve racking, but many persons are un-
abls to Tbeoome enthusiastic over it.
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e Layering, This should be done in the Spring
wheni the growth first begins. The branches are bent down and
securely fastened in the soll with pegs. In order to encourage
the formation of roots, a slit is mede in the inner side of the

% bark, It is usually two years before the layoer is sufficiecntly

rooted to remove. Two or three more years will elapae before

any flowers appear,
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3. Cultingsof the stem. This moethod is not satisfac-

tory as it is diffieult to get the cuttings rooted and as plants

s raised from cuttings remain in a weak state for years.
4, (Cuttings of the rootsa. This is done during

September or October. The root branches (finger-like rootlets)
L are out eix or eight inches long so that each cutting includes

& pumber of fibrous rootlets

6. Yertical divisions of the stems. This ingenious

practice consists of splitting the stems of an old plant in four
or six parts, thenm filling the inside of the steme with a
plaster which is left for six months, st which time the gplit
portions with the root belonging to each are planted gseparately.
This method originated in Chins and is seid not to be popular in

any part of the lmown world at the present time.
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6., Division of root crowns. This is done in Septem=-

ber or October. Zach of the bigger plants has an eye close to
the mein stem that can be easily detached and planted.

7« Stock ing on P. Moutan roots (wild stoek).

This methed is practised to some extent but is not entirely sat-
isfactory as the stock !reqnantlﬁ even vhen given great cere
cholces out the graft. In September or October a cion is grafted
into 8 root that is very fleshy and somevhat over a foot long.

B« Root pgrafting on Moutan roots.
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Paeonia Moutan Culturel Hints

':l.lha tree liltes rich goil, well drsained positicm sheltered from winds, with
,k!’lmlisht sspsct, rather dry nsture.
. ‘Hature of 80il best suited - mould 50%; send 20%; clay 15%; compost %:
reosl dust 5%; lime 3%.

‘The mould chiefly consists of straw, weeda, fellen leaves, wastes ete. well

I%oieﬂf with dungs sprinkled over. Its neture being swollen and soft admits
ii_:r, provides drainage but cspable of reteining the s0il in suiteble conditions.
| The sand mskes drainage good while the clay reserves moisture. ”
‘The roots are most lisble to various whitefungi. Those infested perts

| ghould be cut off in the trensplenting. A good wey is to soak the roots in
formelin 6% solution or lime emulsion. Unless the diseesed sections be cut off
| by sharp knife before plenting th_;y will goprode other parts easily. Prune the
tree lesving lower two :ffajorox_m—ayea. Trensplanting can be safely mede from
gutumn to early spring but the best time will be in October. Dig & hole 12 in.
dia., 6-7 in, deep, put in 4-5 1bs. compost and 1/2 1b. straw esh, mix the soil
well, besides powdered oil cake &nd & little of superphosphate of 1ime would do
well. Roots should be arranged 80 &3 not to overlap one enother. After cover-
ing, pile up with dried dung or spread out straw eround the roots which pro-
tects from ravages of cold winter.

Qéntroling &nd Mending - Look after with a view of shaping the whole tree
before flowering time. Overgrown foliage and useless brenches should be cut off.
Buds in early stage ought Be nipped off leaving largest one in a branch to have
large flower as well as to vigorify growth for the next sesson. If left to
Bature without nipping the tuds, the distribution of nourishment weskens the
tres. Every brench should have supporting stake provided as it is very wesk
egeinet storms.

Menuring- hitherto usuelly oil ceke and herring waste were given, these
may not be unsiitable but only theee will not do besides acecording to the

nature of s0il end manuring timerorﬁé'i‘;quira imnediate effects, while in other
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mhﬁa retarding therefore such simple manure may not eerve satisfactorily.
Q&post repe 0il cake, s0y bean cake, weeds or wood ashes, sulphate emmonisa,
ﬁﬂ.‘ﬁnﬁfﬂ.‘. Bnperphosphate of 1i.me. 411 these serve for fertilizing peony but
%@mm_y:hwe some shortoomings so they shonld be used with castion after ex-
H"':p_s_rdmﬁts aceording to the climate, soil, age of tree. A gtandard recipe mey
be cited as follows:-
Compost 1 1/& - 1 3/4 1bs.,Superphosphate of lime 1/2 o0z,,Straw ash
2-2 08.,011 cske 1/4 1b.,Saltpeter 1/2 oz.
Mengenese, sulphate of iron may force developing which is said to be
effective in producing bright folor of flowers. Thin liquid manure would be
. better than thick one, taking care not to give direct but dig & furrow sround
‘the stock B8-10 in. apert &nd cover yp after memring.
! Time of manuring - one month after flowers over; autumn after leaves

P8ll; spring before budding forth; and before flowers open.

Tl ?/Mm N .;x.iex; % Y
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Mis, Harding Honored »

ML‘{'H interest i being
received that the Republic ¢
decoration of Chevalier dn  Mérite

Edward Harding of New York and Plain
recognition of her work in herticulture

Med . 137ud. a2 g

her work with the peony. The
however, that she has also specialized in lilacs
both of which she has superb collections. The bu
choice material in ber garden is of French originati
an ardent admirer of France, she han kept in close touch with
French horticultore

Besides' her work with acoual horticultural ‘material, Mrs.
Harding has written two books on the peony. both of them
well and widely known, For the second book, “'Pronies in
the Little Garden,” published in 1923, M. Harding was
awarded a medal by the Soaité Nationale d Horticulture de
France. The honor now bestowed upon Mrs, Harding is a
rare distinction, for the decoration has been awarded 1o only
two othier women, Mme. Philippe de Vilmorin of France,

§ and Miss Ellen Willmott of England, _




DIVIDING PEONY CLUMPS
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Seed-Bearing Varieties of Peonies
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A compsrative study of tha Japanesa peonise,Tamatbako ang Tokio.

solosEEno oy HESTRNNNLEBOS s o g0y B O

With the rise of the Jepansus type of psony to popularity 1t bacomes
yery evident that thers 1s 8¢ mich,if not more,cenfusion RHONE them
then existed among the other types before the Peony Socisty took hold
of the nomenolaturs problem, This sonfusion oil‘:i:;lt“he moet notioible
among the verietiss which originated 1:1 Japan,und has baen brought about
mostly by the fraquent importatiens from that country,of sollections by
various individusls op Tirme. These importations have borns Japsness
namee,and in many instancss these have been dimcarded ana E
Bubstituted.

nglieh numes

This would not have osused mich trouble if osvery collection so renamed
had been distinot from previous importations. But this has not been the
oese and we often find the mame Variety masquerading under quite a va-
rlety of pames. Tha Japansse nurcerymen aleo are at fault,for it igs
eeldom that the samo variety can be fmportod twice undsr the same Jap-
ansse name.

The popularity of this oless 18 certeinly on the inoreass ond the So-
elsty i oure to find 1teolf confronted with another nomenclature prob-
lem. This study is offered with the ides of ehowing & way in whish some
of the sonfusicn oan bs streightensd out.

. These two varisties seem to have bosn offersd firet by Dessert and

undoubtedly wers imported by him direst from Japan. However this may be

it 18 & faot that Tokio 1¢ largely sold imder the name Tamatbale.

While 1t 18 a very good flowsr and bears & oloas reserblanos to that
variety,it 1e mon inforior to the latter.
!hé Tollowing snalysis wee mads from plants of tho two varfetien
ng side .ﬁt.:-lﬁt.
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& Urs. Edward Barvding,
Plainfiald, New Jersey.

Uy dear Mre. Harding:

1 have resd with much interest
your 111tls volume, "Peonies for the Littls Gerden,"

1 nm enclosing hereln a list of the poonles, iris end
some of the other placts which 1 hawve in my own garden.

P of single nnd Japaneas poonles.

In your book I notice that you da
not male mention of the varlety Tomatbaks, which seems
] ta me to bo tho finest of oll thé Japaness peonies
g althoush some of the obhare press 1t very closely and

ore very daloty and artistle. I firsl sew it at the
Dotroit show meveral years ago and Mr. Waspanberg and
Mr. Bonnewitz and others out in this direction concur
vith my opinion, .
f i 1 haven't your volume mvailsble
© 8t thie mowent tut my recollsctlon is that you state
that Tsnal 0idul and Tokle are indistingulghable ot

Hewton Highlands,Mase.,August,10th,, 1026,
Mra.Edward Harding,
Fanwood,New Jeroey.
Dear Mms:-

] ! _Your lettor of July,30th.arrived just me I had n lettor to
::uuhmat it half writtem and sfter resding yours I found it best to rowright
no.

I am gorry to learn that you had an stteck of pneumonic,it 1s not e good
thing to have,snd you were fortunste to recover ee soon me you did. I have
1ived in dresd of 1t ever eince I was a emall boy and had an sttock of
something which I immgine would be ealled pneumordis to day. But howsver 1
‘have mananged to round out the alloted span of years and I fancy that I
am st1ll going strong.

I sm very glad to receive such & good report of "Priseills Alden” .Uy
0ld plante geve me a fine dieplay of large blooms thie spring but my yourng~
‘er plante wers not as geood in size of Tlowers but every ghoot hed e bloom,

Ky large bloome wera ee gnnd as Kelwey's Glorious but the plants are very
| much more vigorous. In fact Priscille is one of the moet vigoreous veriotés o
" b I have. I think you will have still better blooms another yeur if you give

N

f 1 . The pe f Teani G4t re milic-white . plenty to eat and wator when it 1e making spring growth.
‘“ 'umwmmnmmmm;t ;-rM%M m%-ﬂ T -think 2 ink " " sloo will give you better blocme next yonr than yuu hm
R waz-1ike, This i¢ 6 very besutiful flowsr. ‘e patals - this,anda 1 W ou will give it the very best oars you krow how to givo.
nd of Tokio, on the other hand, ars of & most sxguisite flehk | i8 ae fine in ite way ns "Tamatbeko'and n rich erimson msroon in cal-
color and the center is possibly the most bem niri-ua- “When st its bost, —— — ——— e
1'have ever sesu in any flower, This varfety was as ———

1 1ike"Oeparting Sun' very much. T cems by it through sssing it ad-
vertised in the American Bulb Ools ontalogus. I sent to them fer it and
~oome to me Prom Good & Heese.

 Your Currant Red was very fine with me thie year,giving me blocms
eight or nine inches aceene.

4nto Bolland from Jepsn and renamed thers. Some of them I think
1:19:& !‘ur_!.'ot!.n‘tlrel_dy in commerce,but there n-: ;wernl
© be very good.l think they ueed very poor N ranog-
would have been much better if they hnd m’: the
some of them in Boston this epring end I made noto of the
fleeh pink; Evaline i‘:;:u"mm Pink; Olarice,deep

on. Bulk hae nome very geod Japi.which ceme out of & collaction im-
s

oarmine pink. I think theas.

2 on to the peony meeting at Fort Wayne this spring,sc. ]
satern varieties. ; -

B year in nev vasletiss is ono of Shaylar's

to




" Blind Scraps of Peony Roots
k By EDWARD AUTES, 31, (1)

O underground system of & anwell s b ol afaed plank doos, heing . y

i - =8 -

[ | Focuy plant connlaia of & Heshy defeient in rodis aften in propartion
out good clomn,st; :
and Bold the trade, = T oV that 1t ia the only way to gatn

central maan from which the (o fop. A8 biw ahools IMAY BpeAr

st grow upwasd, anid from which Jater in thic season thaiv on a Tegular

also, the bog fnges rooth branch  plant, tis woll ahould ot Yie cultiyatid:

diwoward, Tho Dow gtem & l‘-:r fg‘ dnﬂﬂn ar ‘l]\:]m ;Eiru mrkﬁ
f briadn raken olf, o often

starts in the Spring froni or Pt e b g ey
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wyma which Buwen formed the provious U
i :J;‘rdlh:'u:u:lr:lmm:::f = sl : e ' by " blo . Mr.Forton fesle ve
TR ot i vt Aot e O ECRS turb it s long ae 1t doss “g-pﬁmhgof the thing and dislikes to dip-
Rl Lo y diite : you will evontusll 1 orly the one plant b |
| aalls Tamily 1n entirely different, = ¥ got & plece of 1t whe ut I think '
Peuny rootn srn divided in the Fall, ot aystem consiits nf a lump af it ances Willard was very f£ins with him It.lh:l":! eoncludes to divide 1t. ']
e with forty blooms. A yoar alec. It flowsrod close

il i ol clump of Fouta (v cut inte  lubers like wwodt potalued ar Diahilia
as many pew divislons &k pansible, roots, fastenil to & contral st or
ench with from one 1o five ejod, wml  crown, from which the eyes are R\lt
with ¢rown material amd finger Yoots  forth, amd which may be divided ke
to balanes top growth Trom the kyes. ang nther By Put one cun il
Hul the roots ave brittle aml emally plant ono of the ratn tubars with
broken, aml often in trimming the ‘no crown nmierial attach nail 8
divinions to propur shispe there will b unually the second Spring it will send
acrups 0f fnger toots; alky 0f crown an pye out of thw side of the tuber,
inaterial which have oo eyes sttachel. and wili mnnll{nm o regnlar. |
One paturally wonders whether (& 1a  clomp. 1 di not
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pleces. dlyida in“‘t'_hn r 2 L
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At Aftackad wil live for sev- - HIE RN i A A i ¥ 5% , [ quastion in nymﬂ'nwﬁ er was very fine with me this year and 4
el ypars unterground snd i L“'-"" : gL R RIS et gt Pk Was s . which is the better,this or Pr =28 %
2 Akt ok . thiy gnd - LA OR W cORa|duraitly scrie. : Bom was good too but Sarah K.Thurlow will ee.Wilson. Betiy Blos-
which T Leon eist, bul |t absolut —_— - ‘ma, have to be mich bettor to muit
ehnnol maky new eyed or A y :
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Newton Highlands,tnas. ,Janussy, 156k, 108"
Ure,Bdward Hariling,

Fanwood  New Jepsoy.

Dear lime:

Your latter of Janusry Srid.wos duly rveceived and I aspurn
you Ehat you nspd mot fesl dismayad at not acknowledging bthe rocoipt of
tha paony roots 1 sent you lest fall,for I £1nd that I atartsd to write
a lotter to you beok in Ogtober mnd never finished 1t. I wse very buay
A% the fall with work oomnsctad with our florist businoos and T did'nt
avan got time to divida up a lot of my peonles as I fully intanded to do.

In regard to the planting of the root of Aliocp Harding,I will say
that I havs bosn proparing s amsll plece of ground near our offiocs,which
I propess making into & show garden,something aftsr the atyls of the old
fnglish cottage gardon. A place whers I oan plant such things sa I lova
to grow,just for their individual besuty and intersst,without regard for
landecaps sffects:tulipe,daffodils,iris,pronies,roses,phlox,11118s and aa
many othar good thinga as I oan Ea{ Ante it or that I oan afford to buy
ar coms by in othsr ways. It ia decidedly limited but includes a porgola
trellis,about f£ifty feet long,for climbing roses,and a fenoe with psrgola
gatswaya to ba covarsd with vinos n6 as to give o alight fee of ge-
aluslon and privacy. The Aliocs Harding rsposes in one of the L An thin
garden and the spseial preparation consisted in making n largs hols down

0 the subnoll mnd £11ling in with frosh soll taken from an old farm.
Thot in the lower pert of the holo im mixed with sheep manurs and bone,

_but the upper part sbout the orown 1s withoub any Xind of fertiliker

‘tha orown itsslf is coversd with Holland psat moss. Probsbly in the spring
:féa‘r it starta Lo grow I shall use eoms Olay's fertilizer we a topdrappm-

I have ten or & dozen kinds of 1ilise planted and thers sra
other kinds that I ordered which havs not yst arrived from Japan.
plogee propared for thon ond coyersd with lenves to kesp the frost
#0 I oan plant thom when they get hers if they aver do. Be, -

~ 1 am s 11ttle bit oracked on daffodile also and
lsctlon this fall dnoluding suc '_.eue'-.m_am:m;e"“

- . " - et e = |
M el | ‘ f -
e
Your yellow-pink Jap.ft 16 sounds vary 1n1{3raat.1r|g. Yollow pinks in
any form ars nearly am S6arce ag hen's tasth and Lf 1k haw a good hablit
you cartainly ars in luok. I ssnurs you I would very much llke to woe
that and the other one you spask of ,crowlng on the planta,but & 18 mo

hard for ms to got away ot that tims of yosr that I doubt if T over aco-
omplinh 1t.

. Am to the Peony Boclety you don't sesm to have n very exalted oploio
of the wosteroers,nsither do I. It psams to bs & cane of the dog's tail
-'!n_gq!.ng the dog now, Thers are oo many out that way that we of the Fast
hav'nt much to say. But we did glve them ore jolt and bthat was on the
mattsr of annual meoting. I put Mr.Boyd up to the Paot that Now York ia
‘the homs oity of the corporstion mnd I aee by ths report of the laot
maating that they had to moimowlsdgs 1t and in future the annual business
meoting will be held in Mew York and tha polisy of ths Sooisty will prot-
#Ably bs shapsd at these meotinga.

Bpeaking of sesdlinge it seems they have sdopted the ruls that a new
s8adling mint ba shown thres timss and passad upon by the Judgos befors
it oan recelve a gertificate. The was to insure the introdustion of notidk
dng but the very finsst. At firei resding that might sesm plausible,but
really,l do boliave 1t will result in large numbers being sont out with-
out bothering about a Boalaty certificats,for ordinary members can't af-
Tord to trot all over the gountry with o sosdling for thros yoars.

To Bayo 1t atilte beit 1t st be thras yedre old at the Lsost,be
1t is ehown that i8,three yesrs from first bloom,and then sdd thros years
on top of that T cmn ses whars people will any,go hang with your soartifis-
ate,and put It out on ita own merite, I know how it 1a for I hava, btrying
Tor at lsast four yauwre Lo gat Priscilla Alden bafors the Sesdlirs Jommitt-
B-and the only tims I was mble to do 1t was yenr bafors laat at Philndat=
phia and then the hot weather hed ruined the flowasrs eo they wera not
worth oonsidering,nol only mine but ull the other sosdlinge. 1 epuld'nt
?;t them out to St.Paul,Des MHolnea or Fort Wayne and I doubt very mush

' I oan get thom cut to Peoria.

Another thing they did at the laszt masting wns to Prusc n vole that ol
oommercial growers who ara membors shall pay seven dollars irmtessd of
res anch year ao duso, Any ond who gots out m satalogus or price 1ist
offering pooniso for sals muat pay the ssven dollara, I don't know who
originated it but it lopke like s freezs out put up by ths larga grawsrs
who can afford to pay it. I may be wrong but it strikes me that Lhoy have
no legal right to do a thing 1lke that. I krow no othar mcciaty wihish
daoansuch a thing, If it 1a not asking too much T wish you would mentlon
the mattsr to your husband ard ase what he says shoul it, I can! cocelve
why n person who hae somathing good which he wiahos to put on the mnrket
r Boms sUrplus stock which ha wishes o sdvertlas shiould be penallzmed

. J/.a,;..i-'oidnmt of it.

. Imregnrd to the two varletise I sent you I want to eay that [ de not
make any wild claima for them,but the stook was tiurned over to ma to try

out,by dre.RobsrtA and if thay had not seemsd prosising 1 would not have
Wothor

ad ,1__1‘.;: thom. I think you will 1like them If they prove sa good nn

they promiasd.

Youra very truly,

Al e j‘@‘:&a\

? T L \S
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