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(RHANSTATION) N i

Hanecy, 29 June 1917.

Mre., Bdward Harding,
‘Burnley Farm, Plainfield, N. J.

First I wish to excuse myself for writing to you in
French, but I am sure that yon understand it perfectly. Al-
thongh I read English with faecllity, it is easier for me to ex-
press myself to you in my own tongue &1l the pleasure which your
\gracious gift has given me, and all the joy which I have felt in
v reading from one end to the other your superb Book of The Peony.
Bot only have 1 admired the fine printing and the pictures so
© well reproduced, but I have been especiaslly struck with the note
of enthusiasm for this charming flower, which prevails throughont
the work, and in which your readers will sssuredly participate.
Some errors in spelling of Prench names, very few and
very excusable in & book printed in English, I think 1 should point
out to you, not in any spirit of eriticiem, but that you may take
account of them if you later publish another edition of The Book of
‘The Peony. et A Mo
\[SQulanga Bodin appearyf instead of Solange Bodin.
ime. Lemoinier instead of ime., Lemonier.
’\! Avant-Garde instead of Avante-Carde.
! ‘me. Auguste Dessert instead of Ime. August Dessert.
‘/ chenono.aanz instead of Chanonceaux.
Also should it not read Engéne Verdier instead of
Eugbnie Verdier. ie do not lmow the latter, but have for a long
time grown the former which Calot placed on the market (very full
flowers, flesh pink shaded white, late).

¥ Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation”



Another suggestion. Telix Crousse was sold by M.

Crounsse in 1681-1882, and Victor Hngo by the same in 1885.
According to our notes Vietor Hugo is less dark and less beantiful
than Felix Crousse and we have discarded it. It is not possible
that Crousse put on the market two identical varieties at an
interval of three years.

- La Tulipe was put on the market by Calot in 1872 and
lhltieolaf'a by Cronese in 1878. According to our notes this last
variety has flowers which are white, pink and flesh, and is of an
inferior quality. This is not to say, of course, that the synonyme
which you establish is mot correct, but there is a2 slight donbt
about it.

You say that Viector Lemoine (my father died in 1911)
occupled the old sstablishment of Crounsse. This is incorrect.
Yy father founded his establishment in 1850, and never occupied
the old establishment of Crousse, which really ie "Rue de Begonias”
with houses built on each side. He began the culture of peonies
a8 early as 1860 or 1861, procuring from Verdier about sixty of the
best varieties of Calot, to which he sdded other newer sorts in
1869. He bought in sunccession almost sll the varieties pleced in
commerce by Crousse from 1878 to 1898, sbout 70 varieties, to which
he sdded some varieties by , Dessert and Zelway.

When in 1902 K. Crousse gave up business we bought
part of his collection, which no longer contained unnamed scedlings,
and of which we already possessed almost all the varieties, since we
hed bought a proportion of them when they were placed on the mar-

ket. Our first varieties were offered for the first time in 1898.
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That 1s to say, our first seedlings were congiderably older than
that.

I send you under separate cover three old catalogs of
our house (1867 - 1888 and 1897), showing that long before 1898 we
cultivated peonies. We will send also pictures of hybrids of
Pgeonia Lutea, among others one of the variety "Souvenir de llaxine 2
Corrm " obtained by Louis Henry at the lMuseum of Hatural History in
Paris., It hos not yet been placed on the market and we possess
the stock.

Will you accept, my dear Madame, my liveliest thanks
for your courtesy and the expression of oy most respectful regards.

Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation —==
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14 July, ses2.
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41 January, 1943,

! Dear M. Lemoine:

As I write the date of tnls letter, I realize that it is your
birthday! Pleage zccept congratulations from Mr. Harding and uyullf,
and a1l our good wishes for many happy returns of the day.,

Enelosed you will find & draft for a thousand francs, my annual
remembrance for my cherished soclety at Nancy. Will you be kind
enougn to present it to them with & thousand good wishes, and the
hope the tne Soclety, individuslly and collectively, will have a
bright and successful year.

Do you happen to know in what year M. Crousse wus born? I want
tae information for tae book " wilen I am writing, and if you could
optaln it for me 1 would be grateful. i, Crousse, us you xnow, has
8 mucn trouble witn nis eyes, tnat I do not llke te write to him and
thue cause nim to write a letter in reply.

Under anotner cover I en sending you a stateient by Hr. derrick
of France's positlon in tie matter of reparaitlons. It seems tu me a
good tning for the people of tnis country to nave these facts placed
before them st t.is time. Nothing makes me more furlous than for
eriminals, individuals or nations, to escape the proper punishment
for their crimes through sickly sentimentallity! Justice is tnus
flouted, and the way prepared for further tranasgressions! It is mad-
dening to me to see how France has to struggle to get Justice. You
ought to hear some of my hot and unrestrailned statements of the trito
in conversations on the subject of reparations! I tell you I do not

minee matters, nor do I spare either England or my own country., Never
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14 April, 28233, ~

| [ ]
e been very tardy in replying to your kind letter of 26

anclouag the mapuseript and your renarss therson. Thank 'i'-.

 times for all your trouble in tie natt.ar, e_mn :w%l i\

_u;;'” mc anets 3o Neshar ¥ okt AvatL4ndn n-'mm?
e Iame}.baa 5 nhotosut of that lelter so that ng o .'L‘I

uth wrﬂial regards, in whlch Mr, Hardins Joine me, I ai,

Very sincerely yours, J
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