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Pinopolis, S. C.
4, 21. 38

My dear Mr. Maxon-

Some more Thomas Walter-ana which I hope will be of
interest to you. One of his descendants, Mr. John Psyre
Thomas, Dean of the Univ. of S. C. Law School, in zetting
up information for a paper on his ancestor, the said Thomas,
writes me for information, tho' I sent him your pamphlet
and a copy of the will. We consider ourselves close kin,
he being descended from Ann, daughter of Thos. Wakter & I
from Mary, the other daughter, and my grandmother calling
his great grandmother "Aunt Thomas", (this genelogical data
is to show you why he has information which is authentic.)

This is what he writes:"It seems singular that so little
i3 kmown about T. W. & his antecedents.

I recall that Aunt Henriatta Thomas told me that at
one time at Mount Hope there was a copy of a will of a Mrs.
Enight in which she gave a house in South Hampton to her
nephew, Thomas Walter and that she (Aunt H.) had heard
of Iet;er from a London lawyer saying that the tenants
refused to pay rent but that a lawsuit was too expensive.
"fount Hope" was 2 plantation the Thomas family lived at
for many generations, I think it ia on the Santee. This
certainly helps us to find outn something in regard to the

Walters in Eng. Your letter has just come. thank you for
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your suggestions. I trust Dr. Brafnerd * is not 111. I

'.
Barnhart meant

Englishwoman
have a friend, a genealoglat, an Pl fdlAdd who is going to

England (D.V.) summer after next, along time off, and will
look up the Walters in §. H. but I am not zoing to walt for
that time to elapse., She has already written to her Geneal-
ogical Soc. in England. The other item of great interest in
Cousin John Peyre's letter was that he quoted = part of a
letter from Thomas Walter to his brother-in-law, John Peyre.
This letter was copied in a copy book by a little girl Anna
Harell Thomas, daughter of Thomas Harell and Ann Walter
hence, a grand daughter of Thomas W. He, Osusin John Peyre,
wants %o know i7 I have ever seen the lstter! Evidently only
the part gquoted below was copled by the little girl. Of course
I haye never heard of it.

Letter to John Peyre (in paert) written by
Thomas Walter in 1782

When sgriculture effords no longer any satisfaction,
let us have recourse to the pleasures of Sociaty.Bring
Sister Peyre with you and let us try whether with
ingenuous freedom and sympathizins minds we cannot
beguile the apparently unhappy moments. Agreesble Company
will alleviate the ills and incresase the enjoyments of
Life.

The cottage I invite you to is but a homely one, but
it will teach us how to philosophize, it will shew how
many things we can do without, or make you relish batter
on your return your own elbow room and Conveniences.

Isn't this a nice letter? and doesn't it show him to

be a philosophsr and withal a most hospitsble gentlemand
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The John Peyres lived at "Laurel Hill" on the Santes & in
probably a much larger and finer house. We have a portrait
of her, willed by him to her namesake, Thomas Walter's
daughter, Mary Peyre Walter. It iz of a very handsome woman
beautifully dressed & on the order of Gainsborough but is
probably by Henry Bembridge.

Cousin John Peyre Thomas gave me some information
his grandfather, the grandson of Thomas Walter, had written.
Among other items he said, "Thomas Walter's widow married
Dr. McKormick"!! I have never heard of that name in S. C.
maybe it is a Georgia name. We have McCormicics & McCormacks
but never with a K. Maybe the old gentleman didn't know
how 1t was spelt. Now I will have to keep en eye out for
McKormicks, as well as Coopers her family name. I haven't
gone very far with them, the Coopers, but have looked
over seweral wills. By the way, I asked about the original
wills in the Probate Court & was told "they were all
destroyed by the Yarkees." However all the copies had
been made at an early date. I haven't yet gotten to the
upver Parish for investigating Col. Maham's trunk of
papers where Thos. Walter's siznature was found & where
1 hope to find more about him. Having no car cramps my
style and no one seems to have business up that way which
will keep them as long as I want to stay. Col. Maham in a
letter to Goyernor Rutledge, 1782, says: "Sir: I take the

libverty to enclose a letter I received from Mr. Walter,
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Ay
o

with a few extracts from Gen. Greene, in order that you
may be satisfied on what establishment the regiment I had
the honor to command was raised ....What"Mr. Walgtr" had
to do witn 1%, or what he had to do with receiving the
commodities he signed for as given to Cpl. Maham I can't
imagine. Msham was one of his executors you remember &
lived rather near. ......... There I met Mr, John Peyre
Thomas who told me the copy of the will was destroyed
when one of the plantation houses was burned. «....
Sincerely your,

ANNE A. PORCHER

P.S5. Oh yes! Mr. Thomas is to send me copies of some
letters of John Peyre's (he doesn't remember to whom)

& I hope for Walter information in them.
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Dec. 1l, 1938

Mies A. A. Porcher
Pinopolis, 3. C.

Dear Mr. Maxon;

Your letter of Nov. 26 reached me after a
long stay in Virginia where I had had a very disastrous
summer: accldents and operations happening in the family
not to mention a wedding which was not conducive to a
peaceful summer - As I was away from all notes I did not
write to Southhampton and I am very glad I didn't for as you
gses by the enclosed letter of Mr. John Le Master's, this
will of Frances “night's shows us several things about Thomas Walter-
FALlf4# Some of these things we must pre-suppose but it is
interesting to do that- first, that this PAf Frances Knight
wag Frances Harrison, one of a family of five; her brother,
Thomas, her sister who married Thomas Walter's father, ane
who married Smith & one who married McLeod. Her father was
a gentleman, hence th; crest and coat of arms- the niece's
names are perhaps Fanny Smith and Fanny Harrison not Yanny
and named for her and to whom she leaves her possessions
very naturally. I remember an extinguisher when I was a
child in the country, but it had become lost in the family
moves.

After Christmas, when my family subsides somewhat and

I get to town to consult an English genealogist I kmnow ..'l'
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there, I shall try to write to someone in Southhampton-
Don't you think this gives us something flefinite? If
we only knew her father's name!
Write me what you think, please. If you have any suggestions
please let me have them. With all best wishes of the season,
I sam-
Sincerely yours,

ANNE A. PORCHER
Was given this: "Memoriale (Land transfers) S. C. Archives,
Columbia, S. S.

Thomas Walter, Berkeley.

725 acres 19th Dec 1769

786 0 1770
200 # 1771
300 " 1771

Memorial Book 10. Page 30. "Land bought by Thomas Walter

from Paul Porcher, son of Isaac Porcher."
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July 21, 1939

»

BSouth Carolina,

Mies Anna As Porghor,
Wy desar Misa Porchor:

w.’

to you converning 2y vlsit to South

olty on hia vaoation before
prepare ry own letter of introfnotion.

Trom time to time
noat logical plaoe to hegin

a2d hia work.

I think I ghall stay ot Ste Staphono, but T shall not maks

decislon definite until I have
the local oconditiong.

aboub & weel: colleating

t4 one

o chanoe to become sequainted with

the

Hobert F. Martin

Sincerely yours,

»

218 Morth Pledmont Streot

Arlington, Virginia.
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COPY

FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL COLLEGE
Lancaaster, Pennasylvania

Fackenthal Laboratories

Department of Chemistry
Herbert 4. Beck
W. E. Weisgerber
H., A, Altenderfer

August 28 1939

Ny dear ir. Martin:
I heve no record of Thomas Walter
having been on Henry Muhlenberg's exchange list,
Nor is Walter's name mentioned in the fragmentery
data I have on Muhlenberg's career in Lancaster. (1780-1815)
Sincersly yours

(Signed) Herbert H, Beck
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