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October 7, 1936

« Geo, N, Shull, {
t. of ‘3otan,y. \
celon lUniversily,

eeton, ¥,7,

Tear Ir, Shull:

Tou may recnll that last Sprinug, tﬁet‘.‘m
‘mewtings of the Americsn “hilosophicnl Spodety apoke
to you sbout the possibiliy of my consulting s
Qm coliectione st Trinceton in an e fort tn looate
gartein imporsant recerds for ew TJeraay plants,

I find that ‘I um going to have londays
free from aomdemic woric this semester, and am therefore
writing to inguire whether it would br convenient for

me to oome over to Princeton some Mondsy, probably in
- November, to see this material,

I am sorry to bother you in this matter,
but I knew not to whom else to write, Terhaps, if this
is not in your provinoce, you will be so gooed as to turn
my letter over to someone who can give me 4 reply,

Sincerely yours,

John W, Fogg, Jr
hast, Prof. of Sotany,

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

October 14, 1975

Dr. John M. Fogg, Jr.
Botanicel Laboratory
University of Fennsylvenia
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Dear Professor Fogg:

Replying to your letter of Octover Tth
we shall be very glaed to assist you in every way possible
in the use of the University Herbarium. This Herbarium
has long been in oharge of Professor W, M. Renkin,
Hmeritus Professor of Botany, and he tells me that he
will be glad to have you and to assist you in every way
on any Monday that you end he &gree on during the month
of lovember. I would recommend that you write to him
direotly &t 5 Evelyn Plage, Princeton, New Jersey.

I hope that when you come, I too, may
have the pleasure of seeing you, &lthough I shall not
e in position to assist you particunlarly in the Hertarium
work., That indeed will be wholly unnecessary in view of
the faot that you will have the services of Professor
Rankin.

With regards apd btest wishes, I am

Sincerely yours

S W S

GHS/C
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January 30, 1945

Hon. Walter E. Edge
State House
Trenton, New Jersey

Dear Governor Edge:

I learn with very deep coneern that the New
Jersey Department of Economic Development has recommended
that Island Beach, popularly known as "The Phipps Estate”
be converted into a public playground.

Quite obviously the Department which makes this
recommendation is taking a very narrow and one-sided view
of the educational, scientific and spiritual value of this
area, which is recognized by biologists all over the United
States and even in foreign lands as the last remaining area
in which the typical Pine Barren vegetation and animal and
bird populations remain in their natural condition,

It is everywhere recognized that the New Jersey
Pine Barren Area presents unigue vegetational aspects which
are still only partially and inadequately understood and
explained, although studies have been made and discussions
written about them for more than a century.

As far back as the 1830's, John Torrey, the'
greatest American botanist of his day, and one of the truly
great botanists of the whole world and of all time, assigned
as the reason for taking up his residence in Princeton
instead of New York City, that at Princeton he would have
80 much easier access to the New Jersey Pine Barrens.

Botanicel Congresses have repeatedly made excursions
to the Pine Barrens one of their most popular and instructive
program features, and The Torrey Botanical Club, the oldest
national botanical organization in America, has included an
excursion to the Pine Barrens as one of its weekly Field
Trips each summer.

The proposal of the Department of Economic Davelop-
ment would destroy an asset of the whole country, similar in
significance to Niagara Falls, Jackson Hole, Yosemite Valley
or any of the Wild Life Reservations, of the country, which
are being preserved in the interest of all the people of
the Nation.
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2. Hon. Walter E. Edge 1/30/'45

The statement that has been published by the
Department in guestion, that "it offers opportunities for
surf and bay bathing, for boating and fishing, and at the
same time provides adequate space for recreational facilities
and the preservation of a wild and untouched seacoast without
the encroachment of the one on the other"” is clearly a contra-
diction of terms. You cen not touch an aresa so fundamentally
and disastrously as this proposal envisions, and still leave
it untouched! To fence off a small, limited portion of this
area as a wild-life reservation would not prove successful,
because the very fencing to prevent intrusion would set up
an artificial barrier to natural migrations that would
disastrously affect the naturaslness of the biologicel relation-
ships. In a case of this kind we "can not eet our cake and
still have it", and I most earnestly plead that you preserve
to all the people, as it is in your power to do, an asset
of vital importance, which those who would despoil it do
not even understand.

Sincerely and respectfully yours,

Geo. H. Shull
Professor Emeritus of Botany and
Genetics in Princeton University

GHS /i
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February 12, 1945.

Dr. George H. Shull,
Grayhome ,

60 Jefferson Road,
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Dr. Shull:

I am indebted to you for your letter of February 6th
and for the copy of your letter to Oovernor Edge. Although I have
heard for several years of rumors that the lower end of Island Beaoh
was to be "developed,"” I had not realized until hearing from you that
definite recommendations had been made for its conversion into e
publie playground.

1 have written a letter to the Governor registering
a vigorous protest against any action which would jeopardize the
significant value of this region as the last natural area along our
ooastline, and have expressed my sentiments concerning the outstand-
ing significance of this reglon as an asset of the State.

My colleague, Dr. Wherry, tells me that he has also
written to the Governor at your suggestion, and you may be interested
to kmow that at a meeting of the Staff of the Department of Botany
this morning, we voted to transmit to the Governor a letter of protest,
to be signed by the Chairman of the Department.

I am calling this matter to the attention of seversl
of my collsagues in the Department of Zoology, who, I know, are in-
terested in the area and who, I am sure, will be willing to write to
the Governor. I believe also that Dr. F. W, Pennell and Mr. Bayard
Long, both of the Fhiladelphia Academy of Natural Scisnces, will be
glad to register their sentiments. It ocours to me to wonder whether
you have worked through Dr. Wilbur, who, I am certain, would be vitally
interested in this matter and who is pirobably in a position, as State
Forester, to bring some influende to bear.

Again thanking you for bringing this matter to my
attention, and with warm personal regards, I am

S8incerely yours,

John M. Fogg, Jr.,
Professor of Botany.
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February 12, 1945.

The Honorable Walter E. Rdge,
State House,
Trenton, New Jersey.

Dear Qovernor Edge:

It was with grave concern that I learned of a
project whioh is under consideration to convert the Phipps Estate
on Island Beach into a public playground.

As n botanist who has ecarried on field studies

in southern New Jersey for more than twenty years, I feel that I
am in a position to register a vigorous protest against this pro-
posal. The lower end of Island Bsach is the last strip of land
on the New Jersey coast in which the natural vegetation has been

in anything epproashing its original condition. As sec-
tion after eeotion of the Atlantio coastline has been despoiled by
the advance of oivilization, students, teachers and nature lovers
from all over the country have come to look more and more upon this
area as one of the last natural laboratories or olassrcoms in which
to study the native flora and fauna in a balanced environment, I
for one have taken students to this Island as the only locelity
within reach for the purpose of demonstrating matters of natural
distribution and adaptation. The area is famous smongz botanists
throughout this country and abroad for the number of unique apecies
which it harbors, and must truly be regarded as one of New Jersey's
finest cssets.

I oan conceive of no proposal for converting
this strip into a playground which would not at the same time inter-
fere with the deliocate balance of nature, resulting in the ultimate
destruetion of its usefulness. I therefore earnestly hope that
no steps will be taken which will in any wey jeopardize the outstand-
ing value of this reglon, which should really be set aside as a wild-
1ife preserve.

Very truly yours,

John M. Fogg, Jr.,
Professor of Potany.

documentation
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February 15, 1945

Hon., Walter E, Edge
State House
Trenten, New Jersey

Dear Governor Edge:

I received Mr., Gilroy's letter of February 1
written in response to my open appeal to you to save
for posterity and for the Nation, the unique animal
and plant 1life of the Island Beach area.

I regret to find that his letter is not
responsive to the proposition that was set forth by
your Department of Economic Development, which has
caused great consternation among nature-lovers every-
where, nor is it responsive to the subject of my earnest
appeal to you.

The important guestion is not so much whether
the Island Beach area be under the guardianship of the
State or the National Government, but whether the

purposes and objectives of such guardianship be such
as to provide perfect protection of this area from
every kind of molestation that would alter its present
status as a W -1life preserve ol such unique value
that it is widely known and prized., It is to insure
this latter objective that I have appeald to you for
help. I feel that you are in position to exert a very
great influence, probably a determining one, in the
attainment of this end. If the settlement of this
matter is to be delayed for a considerable length of
time there is all the greater reason to keep an alert
watchfulness against any step that might leave no
unspoiled wild life there to bes preserved.

Sincerely and respectively yours,

Gso, H. Shull
Professor Emeritus of Botany and
Genetics in Princeton University
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Dipartment of Biolagy March 29, 1945

Cr. John M. Fogg
Assistant Provost
University of Fennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Dear Doctor Fogg:

We are making very good progress in our movement
to save Island Beach, and are now planning to broaden our
base of operations by setting up a Committee to decide on
objectives, methods of further procedurs, and tc insure a
continruation of pressurs over whatever period of tima may be
required to attain our goal or to approach at least as nearly
as possible its attainmsnt.

For the present I am assuming the duty of Chairman-
ship of this Committee, and Mrs. Eleanor Marquand will act
as Secretary. Our plan is to have a Committee small enough
that each Member may feel that he is an important factor in
its success. With few exceptions we ars appointing busy
people not too remote from Princeton, and will try to so
manage the affairs of the Committes as to reguire relativaly
few meetings, so that the duties of Membership and participa-
tion may not become too onerous. Mrs. Marquand has had a vary
long-tims interest in Island Beach and other unique features
of the Pine Barren area, has been in correspondence with the
National Parks authorities on the subject, and has long been
agsocliated with the leadsrs of the Women's Garden Clubs, and
other Women's organizations of the State and Nation. We are
most fortunate in having her intsrest so deeply enlisted in
this cause. I have asked her to select the several members
for this Committee who will best reprssent the warious
Women's organizations.

I write to ask you to accept Membership on this
Committee. Ferhaps we can have our first meeting in ebout
& month for the purpose of deciding on a name for the
Committee; to receive a report on work elrsady done and to
share in the planning of further activities. FPlease let me
know your decision and if for any reason you feel you cannot
function as requested please suggest the most appropriate
candidate for Membership, from your institution or loeal
group, and oblige,

Very Sincerely,

Geo N S v

Geo. H. Shull

GHS /k
Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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April 16, 1945,

Dr. George H. Shull,

Grayhome,
60 Jefferson Road,
Prineeton, New Jersey.

Dear Dr. Shull:

I have taken considerably longer than I should to
angwer your letter of March 29th, with its invitation to serve on
a committee for the preservation of Island Basoh. Although I
am, a8 you know, keenly interested im this matter, I have not besen
able to coavisee myselfl thut I em jJustified in accepting membership
on a cummittes the meatings of whish I might not be sble to attend.
In eddition to rather heavy administrative dutliee here, I have
aocepted a goodly number of speaking engegements during the next
fow months, some of which will take me out of town. Fraakly, I
am dublous as Lo my ability to meet with the committee if it entalls
my going to Princeton or New York, as I suppose will be the cmse.

I have consulted Dr. Wherry and Dr. Pennell, both
of whom are interested in this matter but who feel that they would
be unable to find the nagessary time for attending meetings. Both,
however, have eaid that if I were a member of your committee and
found it impossible to go, they would be willing tc attempt to subdb-
stitute for me. I am therefore wondering whether you would eonsider
agoepting me as a member of the oommittes with the understanding that
on gueh occasione as I might not be able to participate in the meet-
ings, one or the other of these men would be present in my place.

With warm personal regards, I am

Singerely yours,

John M. ¥ogg, Jr.,
Professor of Botany.
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June 13, 1945
Island Beach a National konument

A meeting of distinguished scientists and Gerden Club lesaders
interested in preserving the natural beauties of our state was held
recently to discuss the threat to the wild 1ife of widely known and
highly prized Island Beach, involved in the proposal of Commissioner
Erdman of the New Jersey State Department of Econocmic Development
that the State immediately purchase this property and convert a
portion of it to a public playground and recreation canter. The
group included membars of the faculties of four universities,

Columbia, Pennsylvanie, Princeton and Rutgsrs, the New Jerssy College
for Women, the New Jersey State Teachers College and members of the
Torrey Botanical Club, the Zoological Society of America, the Audubon
Society, the Gsological Society of hmerica, and several different
Academies of Science, as well as the Garden Club of Americe, the Garden
Club of New Jersey, the Women's Farm and Garden Association, ete. Also
rresent was Mr., Oliver G. Taylor who came from Richmond, Virginia, to
attend this meeting. He is a career engineer of ths Nationel Fark
Service, was for ten years Engineer of Yosemite Nationasl Park, aftsr-
ward Director of Nationel Fark Service for six years, and is now
Reglonal Director of the Eastern Arsa of the National Park Servica.

After a statament of the situation involved in Commissioner
Erdman's propcsal and an informal gsneral discussion in which all of
thosa present participated, the group procesded to organize &s a
permansnt committes to sask tha establishment of Island Beach as a
wild-1ifs sanctuary under the administration of the National Fark
Saervice. Tha official nama of the orgenization is appropriataly
nIsland Bsach Netionel Monumsnt Committes". Dr. Georgs H. Shull was
unanimously elzcted Chairman and lrs. Allen Marquand Sscretary. An
Exeoutive Board was authorizad to conduct the activitiss of the
Committes betwzen meatings., To this Board the Chair appointed
Miss Emma Martin of Princston, Dr. Ray F. Dawson of Princeston
University, Dr. Thurlow C. Nslson of Rutgers University and Dr. John A,
Small of ths New Jarsay Collegs for Women to function with the
Chairman and the Sscratary.

The Committesz passed Rasolutions of appraciation to all of those,
over thirty in number, who wrots letters of protest to Governor Edge
or to Commissicner Erdmen or both; to kr., Conrad L. Wirth, Supervisor
of Recresation and Land-planning of the National Parks Servics for
making arrangements to have & reprassntative of the National Park
Sarvice at this meeting; to Mr. Oliver G. Teylor, Dirsctor of ths
Fastern Area, of the National Park Service for coming all the way
from Richmond, Virginia, to answer guestions rsgerding cbiectivss and
methods of National Park Service; to Mr, C. F. wWilber, New Jsrsey
Stats Foraster and Dirsctor of the New Jersey Department of Conserva-
tion and Devalopment, for & particularly helpful end sympethetic
conference; to Mr. La Tourstts of "The Packet", and Mrs. Ssmusls of
the"Princeton Herald" snd others for press courtesiss; to the Phipps
femily for so effectively preserving ths natural conditions of Island
Beach for a period of twenty ysers; and finally, to lir. Frenecis P.
Frseman, the Curator of the Phipps Estate on Island Bzach who has
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zealously guarded the natural conditions of plant and animal life
for a period of nineteen years. By unanimous vote, Mr. Freeman
was made an honorary member of the Island Beach National hionument

Committes.

The Committee seeks particularly to promulgate as widely as
possible a knowledge of the spiritual and educational importance
of this "last of a beach type unigue along the Atlantic Coast”.

It will welcome assistance from every person of intelligence and
good will in meking this demand so vocal that every public official
who has a responsibility in this connection must give heed. All
over the United States there are distinguished people who will be
waiting to see whether New Jersey is willing to sell a birthright
of transcendent beauty for a mess of pottage.

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



60 Jefferson Road
Princeton, New Jersey

June 16, 1945

Dear Colleague:

This is & belated progress report on the
effort to save the wild-1ife of Island Beach,
New Jersey, and a request for further assistance.
The generous response to my first request was
most heartening, and has been of very great
service in helping to enlist the interest of
others. Our next problem is to get an enabling
act through Congress, and we are very anxious
to have this done before Congress adjourns.

Can you assist by writing immediately two
letters, one to your own Congressman, and

one to Hon. James C. Auchineloss,M.C. in
whose District Island Beacen is included, in
support of our earnest appeal for this action.
For your guidance I enclose a copy of my own
current letter to Representative Auchincloss.

With sincere appreciation.

Sincerely yours,

e VA

Geo. H. Shull

GHS /&
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i% 60 Jefferson Road
Princeton, New Jersey

" June 16, 1945

Hon. James C. Auchineloss,M.C,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Auchincloss:

This brings to your attention the active efforts which are being
made by a group of substantial citizens of New Jersey, augumented by
distinguished scientists of nesarby universities and academies of
science in the Metropolitan areas of New York and Philadelphia, to
save the natural beauty and the unique wild 1ifs of Island Beach
usually known as the Phipps Estate, for present and future genera-
tions. As you probably know this most interesting area is threaten-
ed with destruction by the proposed development of a recresation
center on a portion of it which would bs expected to attract
thousands of pesople and which would make the preservation of any of
it practically impossible.

Over 30 scientists all over the United States have written
letters of protest to Governor Edge against the threatenesd spoliation
of this area which was listed in the "Naturalists Guide to the
Americas™ (1926) as the most perfsctly preserved arse of natural
wild-1ife in the State of New Jersey, It is in fact the only remain-
ing area of unspoiled seacoast north of Hatteras, and the National
Park Servics made a survey of it in 1938 and raported that the area
is worthy of being preserved as a National Monument. That rsport
was approved by Secretary Ickes, of the U. S. Department of the
Interior.

In January, Commissioner Erdman of the N. J. Department of
Economic Development recommended to thz Governor thet Island Beach
be purchesed forthwith by the State and & recresation besach and public
playground be developed on it, This proposal csused instant con-
sternation smong all naturs-lovers, and teachsrs of biology who have
been taking thelr oclasses to Island Besach, year after year, and to
distinguished bioclogists all ovar the country.

A Committes was rscently formed to work for the establishment
of Islend Beach as & Netional Monument, and as Chairmen of that
Committee I write to ask your essistance. We are informed that the
first step must be an enabling act passed by Congress. I enclose
copy of a draft of such an act, as prespared by kr. Newton B. Drury,
Director of the National Park Servics. We hope you will epprova
what we are trying to do, and will take occasion to immediately
introduce a bill of this generel purport and have it passed if
possible before Congress adjourns, That ssems to bs the only way to
head off other plans which seem imminent and which if once launched
would prove disastrous.

Thenking you for your help toward the preservation of this

important natural featurs of our stats, so widely celebratsd for its
scenic beauty and unique biological interest, I em

Sinecsr=ly yours,

GHS /k Geo. H. Shull
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Report to the
ISLAND BEACH NATIONAL MONUMENT COMMITTEE
July 1945

After the meeting in lMay, an Ixecutive Board was appointed as
follows:

Miss EFmma L, Martin

Dr, John A, Small

Dr, Thurlow C. Nelson
Dr, Shull, as chairman
lrs, Marquand, secretary

Having decided on the atove name for the committee on the pre-
servation of the Fhipps Lstate they now beg to report om their work
to date,

An unsuccessful attempt having bveen made to deel directly with
the Phipps Family, the committee consulted at length with Ton, 0, P,
Wilber, head of the New Jersey Commission on State Farks and Forests,
who 1s strongly in fevour of having the Estate taken over by the
National Government so as to safeguerd it against looal polities.

Mr, Wilber told your committee that the representative in Congress
of the Island Beach district, Hon, James C, Auchineloss, was the parson
to introduce an "Enabling Aet" in Congress, which would allow the
matter to be brought up again in about a year, and then, with the
approvel of the Seeretary of the Interior, Congress could be asked to
vote an appropriation for the purchase of the property.

Your comnittee wrote to Mr., Auchinoloss and he replied that he was
interested, but must inform himself further,

Meanwhile, your committee is arrangzing to have garden oclubs and
other associations and influential individuals, not only in his dis-
triot, but elso in the “tate generally write to him of the importance
of this acquisition, and both the Audubon Society and the Torrey
BDotanical Club have published articles which we have sent to him,

Any pressure you can bring to bear on Mr, Auchinecloss will be
helpful. Your committee greatly appreciates vour interest end will
keop you informed of further developments,

Ceorge H. Shull, Chairman

Eleanor C, HMarquand, Seoretary
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ISLAND BEACH NATIONAL NONUMENT CONMITTEE

Dr, George H, Shull, Chairmsam
Princeton University

Dr, W. L. Eikenberry
New Jereey Teachers College, Trenton

Dr, John ¥, Fogg, Ir.
University of Penneylvania

Mrs, Lewis M, Hull
President of the Carden Club of Wew Jersey

Dr., A, K, Lobeck
Columbia University

Mr, Bayard Long
The icadsmy of Naturel Sciences, Philedelphia

Eiss Lmma Martin
The Farm and Garden Association

Dr, Edwin B, Matzke
Columbia University

Dr. Thurlow C, Nelson
Rutgers University

Dr, Franeis W, Pennell
The Academy of Natural Selences, Philadelphia

Mrs, Edger Allan Poe
Regi Director of the Garden Club of America

Dr, Walter 1, Renkin
Frinceton University

¥r., Charles H, Rogers
Princeton University

Dr, John A, Small
Rutgers University

Dr. H. K. Ovenson
Brooklyn Botanicel Gerden

Dr, Udgar T. Wherry
University of Pennsylvania

Mrs, Allan ilarquand, Secretary
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Copy of telegram to Sec'y Forrestal
Aug. 14, 1945

Tom Roberts saw me yesterday. Says he must do what he is
told regardless of desires of other paople. Wishes to move
operations to new location through very heart of best area on
Island Beach, making irremediable scar on area highly prized as
wild-1ife area by thousands of intclligent cultured people. Please,
please tell him to remain on original area and limit damage there
as much as possible. Letter follows.

(Signed) George H. Shull

August 14, 1945

Seerotary James Forrestal
U. S, Navy Department
Washington, D. C.

Dgar Mr. Forrestal:

Supplementary to my telegram of even date, Mr. Roberts
saw me last evening primarily to learn the source of my informa-
tion that the Nawvy's experimental work on Island Beach is con-
cerned with the development of rocket bombs. From the sea-
beach at Seaside Park, New Jersey my youngest son and I watched
and listened to the operations as one missile after another was
dropped into the ocsan on an afterncon in June just before my
letter of June 23 was written. Such operations can not be
completely hidden as "under a bushecl", so our information was
legitimately gained, and no one is at fault in the matter.

lir. Roberts also inquired regarding the whersabouts of
certain rare plants, apparently with the thought that he could
toach his men to recognize them and thus avoid their molestation.
I tried to explain to him that our interest can be only incidentally
stated in terms of particular rare species of plants and animals
which inhabit Island Beach. We have indeed fraguently mentioned
these rare species because the protection of rare species is
more easily comprohended by the biological layman than the
protection of the unique types of vegetation which characterize
Island Beach and which are no longer found in their natural state
on any other considerable area along the Atlantic coast anywhere
north of Cape Hatteras. It is this unique lay-out of natural
vegetation, not alone the specific elements of it, that we are
segking to have preserved. For exampls, the impressive panorama
of sand-dunes facing the ocean aroc in a state of almost complete
stabilization by the natural vegetation which grows on them, which
has succeeded almost or quite without human essistance in accomplish-
ing what has been a difficult and never-ending problem throughout
the world, wherever active sand-dunes occur. We are more interested
in these naturally stabilized dunes and the net of vegatation
which keeps them almost completely on leash, than we are in the
particular species found there, although we have also a very great
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2. J. Forrestal 8/14/45

incidental interest in a beautiful and rare oriental Carex which
has taken effective possession of a portion of this dune complex
and which is reported elsewhere in the United States only in one
area in the extreme Northwest. No one knows when or how this rare
Species attained its present very limited distribution.

Doctor John .‘.Small, Professor of Botany in the New Jersey
College for Women recsntly reported on Island Beach to the Torrey
Botanical Club, in the following terms, apparently without even
thinking to mention any of the several rare Species Tound on that
arsa. He says: "If we should pressrve represcntative pisces of
natural vegetation as museum picces for posterity here is what
Island Beach has to offer: (1) Beach vegetation for nine miles
on the open ocean, and an equal distance on the bay; (2) Dune
vegotation in =11 stages of its dynamics; (3) Dune thickets;
(4? Dune hollows; (5) Frosh marsh; (8) Salt marsh; (7) Acres of
Hudsonia heath; (8) Coastal plain forest; (9) Southern white cedar
swamp; (10) Bog." Thesa typos of vegetation can be meintained in
a natural state only if left alone and protescted from human
molestation of every sort.

I hope I was successful in giving Mr. Roberts a elearor
understanding of the objectives for which Island Beach National
Monument Committcec is earngstly striving, but I was only partiaolly
succossful; and he brought mc tho alarming news that he is con-
templating moving tho locus of his operations from the place wherec
they have boen conducted up to the present time, to a point on the
bay shore opposite the more northerly Coast Guard Station, which
is right in the midst of the nost precious part of Island Beach
from the viewpoint of nature lovers. He proposes to drag 211 his
heavy machinery through a sand rond which still makes an unfortu-
nate old scar on this part of the area, but which nature has already
made considerable progress in oblitorating. He would have to trim
out. the cncroaching vegetation on either side of this sand road,
and tear open the old wound, which could not be healed in another
contury of nctural recapture. Then his group of about thirty (2)
helpers would be going about their aetivities right where human
agencies can thoughtlessly wreak their worst destructive effects
on natural wild 1ife,

This Neval experimentation has already done a deplorable
amount of irrcmeodiable damage where it now is, and it is incon-
celvable that its work can be more successfully and sffectively
carried on at the proposed new location, Tho result must be
morely to unnecessarily compound the damage alroady dona, without
any compensating benefit. Mr. Roberts trics to minimize the actual
amount of damage already dong, although he admits that his men
have not been as careful as they might have been in protecting the
interests of the Property owners. He lamely says the property
owners moy preseont a elaim for damages which will be honored of
course, by tho government. 3But settlement of such claims does
nothing toward restoring the natural wild life on this area to the
balanced condition in which it existed before this experimental
work was begun.
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Sinca Mr. Roberts says he must do as he is told, regerd-
less of whoso feslings nrg hurt or whose intorests arc domaged
I appeal with all tho carnestness I can bring, that you sce
that he is instructed to not move to the more northerly location
but remain where he is and limit the area of damage to the spot
whioch has alroady suffored unfortunate injury.

In June thoy wore shooting from the shore, ocut into
the ocean. Could they not continue to fire in that outward
direction instecad of firing across the land into the bay? 1Is
it too much to hops that with the close of the war, this
experimentation can be promptly terminated, and all apparatus
removed for good and all. I pray you do sll in your power to
save Island Beach for future edification of all the people
of the United States.

Sincorely and respectfully yours,
(S8igned) Geo. H. Shull

Profassor of Botany, Emeritus
Princeton University
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ISLAND BEACH NATIONAL MONUMENT COMMITTEE

Dr. George H. Shull, Chairman
Mrs. Allan Marquand, Secrstary

60 Jefferson Road
Princeton, New Jersey

August 24, 1945
Dear Friend:

Will you please write without delay or
telegraph to Hon. Jemes Forrestal, Secretary of the
Navy, Washington, D. C., in support of my urgent
appeal that he prevent the relocation of the Naval
Experimentation on Island Beach, in the northern end
of the Phipps Estate, where it will unavoidably
damage the best natural vegetation of that area. I
believe such relocation to be wholly unwarranted,
and very much to be deplored by any onc who is
interested in the presarvation of the wild life of
Tsland Beach.

Thanking you cordially for this assist-
ance, I am

Sincoerely yours,

Goo Yl S

Geo, H. Shull
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September 10, 1945,

Dr. George H., Shull,
60 Jefferson Road,
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Dr. Shull:

I am writing to soknowledge the receipt
of severcl communications from you which have reached my
office during the last few weeks when I have been away on
vacation. Since I was not here when your letter of
August 24th arrived, I had taken no steps toward communi-
cating with Secretary Forrestal. I am now happy to learn
that such a procedure is unnecessary and am delighted that,
thanks to your splendid and timsly efforts, another danger
to Island Beach has been forestalled. I am sure, however,
that we should not in any way relax our efforts and I assure
you that you may ecount upon me for continued soSperation
in the projeot which you have so energetieally initiated
and so splendidly guided.

With warm personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

John M. Fogg, Jr.,
Professor of Botany.
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For immediate release, October Z7, 1949

ISLAND BEACH FOR A NATIONAL MONUMENT

Doctor George H Shull, Chairman of the Island Beach National Monu-
ment Committee, reports important progress toward its goal of having the nine
mile stretch of natural seashore between Seaside Park and Barnegat Inlet pre-
served as a wild life sanctuary administered by the National Park Service as
a National Monument. Last spring the Trustees of the Phipps Estate, owner
of nearly all of Island Beach, let it be known that they had received an offer
of a million dollars from & big real estate firm for the northerly 118 acres
of Island Beach plus an option on a portion farther down the peninsula, the
object being to develop a big seashore real estate project. To counter this
proposal a meeting wes called at the American Museum of Natural History, in
New York City, which was held at the Museum on April 8 under the chairmanship
of Richard H. Pough, Curator of Conservation and Use of Natural Resources, of
the Museum Staff, end & member of the Island Beach National Monument Committee.
At this meeting a Committee was appointed to megotiate with the Trustees of
the Phipps Estate, and to find a chairmen of a finance committee charged with
the raising of funds necessary for the purchase of Island Beach for presenta-
tion to the National Goverrment. As a result of these activities the proposed
egale to the real estate company has been called off and the friends of a wild
life sanctuary are to be given & period of five years in which to secure the
necessary funds.

In the meantime a bill to authorize the establishment of Island Beach
Rational Monument as a part of the National Parks system was introduced in the
U.8. Senate by Senator Robert C. Hendrickson of New Jersey. On October 11 this
bill was approved by a Congressional Committee, and less than a week later
(on Oct. 17) it was passed by unanimous vote of the Senate. It will go to the
House of Representatives for consideration early in the new Session which be-
gins in January.

Many citizens of New Jersey, New Ycrk and FPennsylvania, as well as
leading ecologists all over the nation gave their warm support to this bill,
and there is good reascn to anticipate that a successful outcome will be
achieved. But this can be done only if the many friends of Island Beach as
a wild life sanctuary give ardent support to the financing campaign that is
about to begin. The bill just passed by the Senate makes no provision for a
contribution from the National Govermment toward the purchase of Island Beach
from the Henry C. Phipps Estate.

An Islaend Beach exhibit of great interest and educationsl value is

being assembled by the New Jersey State Museum and will be available in due
time for inspection in the State House Annex, in Trenton.
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ISLAND EEACH NATIONAL MONUMENT COMMITTEE

Executive Board:

Mrs. Allan Marguand
Miss Emma Martin

Dr. Thurlow C. Nelson 60 Jefferson Road
Dr. George H. Shull, Chairman Princeton, N. J.
Dr. John A. Small, Secretary December 3, 1949

Dear Fellow Member:

Mr. Thomas H. Beck has suggested that it is desirable
that the friends of Island Beach as a National Monument be incorporated
&g & non-profit corporation in order to more effectively handle the prob-
lems involved in secking funds necessary for the achievement of this end.
I think this would be entirely feasible and highly desirable, but before
steps are taken in this direction it seems to me also highly desirable
that the organization be enlarged to include all those who have thus far
taken an active interest in the preservation of this beautiful area in
its natural state as a wild life sanctuary. As there are no other condi-
tions for membership except the natural one of cammunity of interest in
the achievement of the designated gozl, I believe it appropriaste to
simply ask persons who have such interest to permit us to enroll their
names in the membership of this Committee., I am therefore writing some
fifteen or twenty perscns asking the privilege of so enrclling them.

My list includes Mr. & Mrs. Harold E. Anthony, Gardner
D. Stout, Jean Delacour, C. P. Wilber, Frederick C. Sutro, Senator & Mrs.
Hendrickson, Dr. Horace G. Richards, Capt. Joseph E. Tilton, Mrs. Le Roy
Clark, Mrs. Elbert C. Sherwood, Mrs. Arthur J. Sullivan, Mrs. Francis P.
Freeman, Mrs. M. Erlanger, Mrs. Kathryn B. Greywacs, Miss Elma L. Johnston.

I have sent the foregoing statement to the persons men-
tioned and I now ask you to do two things: (a) Give me a statement of your
approval of this action, and (b) Suggest other persons who ought to be in-
cluded in this list, with addresses, or (c) Better yet, yourself, extend
the invitation of this Committee to such persons and give me the names and
addresses of those whose answer is in the affirmative. Naturally we
especially desire that these invitations go to persons in positions of
leadership and whose membership in this Committee will be sources of
strength to our cause,

It is my hope that as scon as this campaign has had
time to achieve its objective, we may have & full meeting of the Committee,
te be again held at the American Museum of Natural History, New York City,
and probably again under the able chairmanship of Mr. Richard H. Pough,
for such reorganization eas may seem desirable and such other formel action
as may be decided on for the furtherance of our overall cbjective.

Hoping to hear from you as promptly ss may be convenient,
I am,

Sincerely yours,

Lo, Jf Sl
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December 22, 1949

Dr. Georgs H. Shull,
60 Jefferson Road,
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Shull:

I am writing to express my enthusiastic approval
of the proposal contained in your letter of December 3rd
with reapect to the organization of the Friends of Island
Beach as a non-profit corporation. You certainly mey in-
clude my name among this group.

With respect to securing additional persons to
be enrolled for membership, I have met with no success.
Everyone of my acquaintance who is actively interested in
this movement has either long been associated with it or
has recently been approached by scmeone else with a request
for colperation. I shall continue the search, however, and
shall hope to be eble to send you some additional names and
addresses in the near future,

Sincerely yours,

Professor of Botany
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January 15, 1952

Dr. Ceorge H. Shull,

Grayhome,
60 Jefferson Road,
Princston, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Shull:

I have just received your letter of January lith
and am indeed sorry to learn of your wife's impending opera-
tion. It seems to me that the best service which I can
render you is to reserve in your name a medium priced room
($4.00 per day) at the Normandie Hotel, which is at 36th and
Chestnut Strests, just two and a half blocks from the Hospital.
I have therefore made such a reservation beginning Sunday,
January 19th, for an indefinite period. If this is not in
line with your wishes, plesase do not hesitate to let me know
and I shall be glad to make other plans,

The Normandie is a modest, but I think, entirely
adequate hostelry. We have a large number of foreign educators
who vieit the campus under the auspices of the Federal Security
Agency or the State Department - men who are traveling on a
limited budget - and it has been my practice to make reserva-
tions for them at the Normandie, which they have found entirely
satisfactory.

Most of the rooming houses in the campus area are
filled, although if you prefer, I shall be only too happy to
ses whether I could secure a room for you in one of them,

Please let me know whether the date of the 19th is
the correct cne for the beginning of your stay and do not hesi-
tate to call upon me for any service which you think I might
render. My office is in Room 104 College Hall, which is but
a stone's throw from the Hospital, and I shall hope to have the
pleasure of seeing something of you while you are here.

With best wishes and warm regards, I am

Sincerely yours,
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ISLAND BEACH, NEW JERSEY L/Qj-é‘_
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A PROPOSED NATIONAL MONUMENT Fas

Island Beach 1s a narrow strip of land between Barnegat
Bay and the ocean, It extends from Barnegat Inlet north nearly
ten miles to Seaside Park, Except for a service road for the
Coast Guard statlons and a few small houses and fishermen's
huts, the beach, dunes, and bay shore are entirely wild. Here
1s to be found the last good sized area of the beautiful and
distinctive vegetatlion of the Jersey coast unspolled by the
encroachment of the destructive power of man, For this reason
botanists and other sclentists have come from all parts of the
world to study and enjoy the plant, animal, and bird life here.

There is a movement on foot to have the state buy Island
Beach and bulld a great playground and recreation center. Such
playgrounds are, of course, greatly needed, but more suitable
locations are avallable which would not entall the destruction
of the unique flora of this property.

Conservationists and lovers of our native wild 1life have
urged that instead of the playground a Wild Life Sanctuary be
established to preserve thils only remaining long strip of beach
along our northern Atlantlc coast, which 1s still in its natural
state,

To foster thls suggestion there has been formed "The Island
Beach National Monument Committee", with Dr. George H. Shull of
Princeton University as Chairman. Included 1n its membership
are representatives of many universities and colleges, sclentific
socleties, garden clubs, women's clubs, ete, This committee
has asked Congress to establlish the beach area ss a Natlonal
Monument, beczuse this seems the best way to preserve its prim-
itive nature,

As the playground proposal may come before the New Jersey
legislature at the 1945 sutumn session, IMMEDIATE ACTION is
necessary 1f the property 1s to be saved for a Wild Life Senctuary.
Lovers of nature throughout the state and the adjacent states
must be informed, Publle opinion must be aroused to get our
national Congress to act.

The committee needs your help to pass on this message to
your friends and neighbors and thus arcuse public opinion. 1In
addition to this will you write to your Senators and Representa-
tives emphasizing to them the unique character of this beach and
urging them to act to make it a National Monument.

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



ISLAND BEACH NATIONAL MONUMENT

The membership of the Island Beach National Monument Committee
now includes the presidents of New Jersey's two great Universities,
Princeton and Rutgers; the vice-provest of the University of Fennsylvania;
directors of the three most important botanical gardens in the country,
New York, Brooklyn and St. Louis; three curators in the American Museum of
Natural History, in New York City, two in the Philadelphia Academy of Sci-
ences, and one in Princeton University; heads of the Botany Departments of
Columbia, Rutgers, New Jersey College for Women, and the University of
Pennsylvania; heads of a number of other departments in several universi-
ties; the director of the Arthur Hoyt Scott Horticultural Foundation; at
least & dozen leaders in the Garden Clubs of New Jersey and the Garden
Clud of America; presidents or other leaders of such outing clubs as the
Audubon Society, Torrey Botanical Club, the Green Mountain Club, the
Appalachian Mountain Club, the Philadelphia Trail Club, ete.; editors of
Trenton Evening Times, Asia Magazine, The Living Wilderness, and National
Parks Magazine; internationally renowned conservationists such as Mrs.
Pearl Buck, David Fairchild, Louis Bromfield and Frederick Law Olmsted;
Mr, C. P. Wilber, N. J. State Forester; Mra. Kat . Greywacs, director
of the New Jersey Department of Education; Senator and Mrs. Eendrickson;
The Reverend Henry C. Beck, director of publicity of the Diocese of New
Jersey; and many other substantial citizens of New Jersey and neighboring
states.

Dr. George H, Shull, Chairman of the Committee, reports that the
Island Beach bill, S. 1583, suthorizing the establishment of the Island
Beach National Momument, which was offered by Senator Robert C. Hendrickson,
and passed unanimously by the Senate last October, is being delayed in the
House of Representatives because of the opposition of some of the local
politicians in the Congressional District in which Island Reach lies, who
seem to think there would be more votes for them in seashore playgrounds or
in tax ratables from a reel estate development than in the preservation of a
veritable gem of unique primitive seashore. The nature of this opEesition
has been made clear in several articles which have appeared recently in two
prominent shore-city papers. Both of these papers give such inadequate or
distorted views of the objectives of this Committee, that in the interest
of public understanding, they ought not be ignored.

To keep the record straight Dr. Shull has prepared rejoinders to
these articles, which have been sent to the editors of the journals in ques=
tion, and since they deal with matters of general interest, they are also
being given wide distribution. Two of these articles together with Dr.
Shull's rajninders are submittod hevewith.
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(Ocean County Sun, February 23, 1950)
DEVELOFERS WOULD OPEN ISLAND BEACH

PROVIDING COUNTY WITH TAX RATABLES

Opening of nine miles of beach front and the additipn of several
millions of dollars in County ratables will result from a proposed homes develop-
ment on Island Beach.

The nine miles of beachfront, representing the last undeveloped surf
area in the State, would comprise 20 per cent of the entire beachfront in the
County.

Develorment of the area is stymied by pressure being brought on the
FPhipps Estate, owners of Island Beach, by the Audubon, Botanical end Ornitlology
societies, which aim to make Island Beach a bird and plant sanctuary.

If the Phipps Estate turns Island Beach over for the purpose which the
societies would use it they plan to practicelly shut out the general public. Less
than 100 persons a day would be permitted to enter, and then the gates would be
closed.

Sentiment in the County strongly favors Island Beach being developed
for year 'round homes, pointing out that not only would considerable tax revenue
be added, but the new development would also provide additionsl business in the
County.

According to the plans of one of the major developers seeking to open
up Island Beach, a portion of the more than 3,000 acres and a part of the nine
miles of beach would be set aside for visitors.

In the event the bird and plant hobbyists are able to gain contrel of
Island Beach the land would be tax free, while businessmen could anticipate no
increased revenue. :

However, there is an even greater concern being expressed by County
officials, and this is concern over Federalization of the area under a bill beins
rroposed by Senator Hendrickson.

Federalization of Island Beach would make it entirely tax free. It
would also forestall the possibility that the area would be converted into a
development of privete homes.

Nearby communities, particularly Seaside Park, are concerned that if
isl]:nd Beach is Federalized that it will be little more than a miniature Consy

8land.

Tax experts point out thaet already the loss of potential teax inccme from
Island Beach has been considerable. As far back as 25 years efforts were made to
develop the beach.
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DEVELOPERS WOULD DESTROY ISLAND BEACH
DEPRIVING COUNTY OF MOST NOTABLE ATTRACTION
George H. Shull

5hall we destroy "the last nine miles of undeveloped surf area in the state”
while intelligent citizens everywhere, both in the state of New Jersey and through-
out the nation, bemoan this sell-out of Ocean County's most precious natural heri-
tage for exploitation by a big real-estate concern, to be divided up end sold as
privately owned shore properties? "The Ocean County Sun' publishes a leading
erticle in its issue for February 23, which erroneously refers to this deal as
"opening up" the area, but it would be betier described as a "closing out." The
article is unsigned and must be assumed, therefore, to represent the editorial
opinion. It contains an amazing amount of misinformetion which can be explained
only on the assumption that the author underestimates the intelligence of his
readers, and feels that his position is so weak that it needs to be bolstered up
by a complete misstatement of the aims of those who are working to have the
beauties and the educational wvalues of Island Beach preserved forever in the
public interest.

Island Beach is known and prized by intelligent nature-loving people all over
the United States, and not alone by the members of the several scientific groups
mentioned in the "Sun" article. It is everywhere known that in this nine-mile
stretch is contained the leet sizable example of the unique natural plant and
animal associationa which have given the charm and the educational and scientific
values of the barrier-beaches which fringe a large portion of our country's
Atlantic oceanfront, and which have been everywhere else destroyed or so marred
28 to be no longer either beautiful to look at or of value for scientific cbser-
vation. WNo kind of "development" of this area is possible which will not destroy
forever the natural beauty and educational wealth of this Ocean County gem.

COne wonders where the author got his erromeous information that "lesa then
100 persons a day would be permitted to enter, and then the gates would be cloc=d.”
The fact is that if Island Beach beccmes a National Monument, as provided by *az
bill 5 - 1583, which was offered by Senator Robert C. Hendrickson, and which
paseed the Senate by unanimous vote on October 17, and is now pending action in
the House of Representatives, it will be open to the general public free of charge,
instead of costing $15 or more for a seasonal permit as at present. Naturally,
the National Park Service will enforce such regulations for conduct of visitors
as may be found necessary for the protection of the wild life from molestation,
but no one would be berred on the basis of a numerical restriction.

The statement that "federalizetion" would convert Island Beach to "little
more than a miniature Coney Island" is the most absurd perversion of the truth
that can be well imagined. If Island Beach is not now & "miniature Coney Island"
the eernest efforts of the friends of a wild life sanctuary to have its present
condition preserved and protected forever gives the best assurance possible that
it will never be permitted to become a '"Coney Island." I have lived among the
fine people of Seaside Park for fifteen summers, and know many of the year-round
residents well, and I cannot believe that any of them thinks that the lovers of
Island Beach as a wild life sanctuary might establich a Coney Island instead, The
very thought of such a thing is shocking.

And what about the tax ratables which are so praminently stressed? We do not
include our Churches, Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. buildings, Private and Parochial
schools, Universities, Research laboratories, or Museums, as tax ratables, -- and
why? Gimply because such institutions contribute so vitally to the public welfare
that they deserve to be encouraged. Island Beach is in the same class as these
other tax exempt institutions. In its natural state it is a source of spiritual
uplift to everyone who visits it in a comprehending spirit, and to the student it
is a museum piece and a scientific laboratory of transcending value,

TAX RATABLES ARE ONLY THE "MESS OF POTTAGE" WHICH IS HEING CFFERED TO OCEAN
COUNTY TO TEMET IT TO SELL ITS BIRTHRIGHT!
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STATE UNIT MAY WEIGH ISLAND BEACH FROFPOSAL
(Asbury Park Fress, February 1k, 1950)

(Staff Correspondent)

TRERTON. -- Gov. Alfred E. Driscoll's Sandy Hook.state park committee may be
asked to study a proposal that the state consider acquisition of the Island
Beach peninsula in Ocean County for perk purposes.

The governor told reporters yesterday that he is considering asking
the 16-member Sandy Hook group to look into the matter. He said such a study
hat been suggested by Rep. James.C. Auchincloss, Rumson Republican, during a
brief conference in the governor's office yesterday.

Representative Auchincleoss told the Asbury Park Press that a bill
introduced by Sen. Robert C. Hendrickson (ER-N.J.) would permit the federal
govermnment to buy the Ocean and Barnegat Bay front property and establish it
as & pational park.

Perhaps, he said, the state would be interested in having a prior
clajm, Garden clubs and other groups, he said, have expressed concern for
preservation of the "flora and fauna" abundent on the peninsuls and the matter

deserves study.

Wants No Coney Island

Purchase by either the state or national govermment, Mr. Auchincloss
said, probably would be at & eccat of upwards of $2 million, He said that stud-
ies should include consideration of the cost element and the methods of opera-
tion. '"Certainly we do not want a Coney Island on that peninsula any more than
we want one on Sandy Hook," said the former Rumson mayor.

Mr., Auchincloss is a member of the Sandy Hook committee, which is
headed by Wayne D. McMurray, editcr of the Asbury Park Press., The committee
racently recommended acquisition of Sandy Hook from the Ammy and developnent of
8 recreational, non-ccmmercial, park area. It also suggested possibility of an
ihdependent authority having operational jurisdiction.

Mr, Driscoll said he was interested in preserving the "wonderfully
beautiful" plant and wild life of Island Beach and indicated he did not favor
the national goverrment expending funds in the area.

"I certainly do not favor the federal government spending any large
sume for anything other than natiocnal defense and emergency purposes,’ he said.

The Sandy Hook committee could submit & report telling to what ex-
tent it believed the state might use Island Beach for public purposes without
destroying the natural assets of the peninsula, he said,
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Furﬂler Thoughts
On Island Beach

. By GEORGE H. SHULL

The Packet of last“week contains a
yery timely editorial on Island Beach,
‘which is gratifying to those who are
ndﬂu for the permanent protection
nl this Impressive example of un-

spolled hore. After Ideri

mln pros and cons the Editor
reaches the conclusion that [Island
'Beach “is not the proper site for a
‘New Jersey State Park.”
But those of us who love the
'Phipps Estate for what it Is Instead
‘of what it might be Me into by any
of

impr " are
‘with this negative
We prefer to have
‘presented strictly on its own)
merits, and hope that the ar-
;mmt will proceed on this high level,
'and that too much stress be not laid
‘on the demerits of this area as a pro-
‘posed “recreatlon center,” such as its
relatlve Inaccessibility, probable cost
to the tax payers, and the existence of
cartain pestiferous insects.

As for the swarms of female Calex,
black flies and “green-headers” men-
tioned by the Editor, and to which
Charles Browne has recently made
‘allusion under the epithet of “biting
fauna,” we note that the Editor him-
sell says that the Phipps Estate “has
been a favorite fishing and picnic
grounds for Pri ! for many
years” | have taken groups of
‘students to the Phipps Estate year
‘after year without being too much|”
-annoyed by this “biting fauna,” and I
know of friends—who are not botan-
ists—who have refreshed their souls
‘on the Phipps Estate, many, many

‘that the presence of insects in the
s L of things at Island
B iR bt R

times. So I think we must conclude

to the “greatest good to the greatest
number” and the same thought has
been advanced by others, but who can
determine what §5 the greatest good,
and who are the gres

as a “red herring” to divert attention
from the fact that it is Island Beach,
not Martha's Bog, whose character as
a Wild Life Sanctuary has been spe-

There is room for & comprehensive
essny on this hoary shibboleth of rep-
resentative democracy, but 1 can not
Bo into the subject here. I am con-
vinced that, as a practical matter, the

cifically th d by the proposal
of Mr. Erdman's Commission to cre-
ate on lsland Beach a populous shore
resort, or so-called “recreation center.”

ln a recent rnnlr Lo a correspondent
has been some-

greatest good to the greatest b

I# just as much an abstraction as the
“average man,” and even less capable
of approximation by any sort of math-
ematical procedure. But this does not
et aside the “;mlen good to the
le politl-

whn less than frank In regard to the
scope of the plans his Commission
had In mind In making its recom-
mendation to the Governor. He says
repeatedly that his Commission “have
no intention of sesing the entire area

cal comeépt, even . tlumxh in
it is wholly indeterminable. t:ven it
it were, in a gpecific case, determin-
able it can not cancel out the rights
of minorities to “life, liberty and the
pursult of happiness,”™ and It is there.
fore unavailable as & yardstick in
seltling ﬂl-ﬂl & guestion as the one

‘condition when one visite the place
for observation, contemplation and
spiritual uplift. What would be the
situation it we spent our days lolling
aronnd on the beach In a practically
L-Ili.ﬂ.l atate in assoclation with many

of others llke us, Is of
courss unpredictable. Tt would mot
that this “biting fauna"
would congregats where its natural
food-supply ogeurs in greatest abund-
ance. Bot [ lmhl that this argument is
relatively tant as
with other conslderations,
The Editor lays too great stress, I
think, on the ided that only botanists
| bave & primary interest in the preser-
vation of Island Beach. I have already
tried to make (t clear that the hotan-
18ts are not desiring the maintenance
of Island Beach for use as o botanical
laboratory, but as a wilf-life sanctu-
ary for the benefit of the many thou-
sands to whom Nature Is a source of
refreshment and inspiration. No one
can ever determine how large a pro-
portion of our people has this suscep-
tbility to uplift from contact with
really fine natural scenery, but it is
my personal opinlon that it is very

high Indeed.
The Bditor raises the question as

/

/

under

I am partlcularly interested in the
Edltor’s reference to Martha's Bog in
Burlington County, I have never had
personal contact with that area but
hayve kuown for a long time that the
headwaters area of Wading River is
reputedly also worthy of solicitous
consideration as a wild-life reserva-
tion. But the idea thai Martha's Bog
could be in any sense a substitute
for Island Beaeh, or vice versa, is en-
tirely ineredible to me, notwithstand-
ing the Editor's guotation from “an
officlal of the State Department of
Conservation and Development,” that
It “has everything in the way of veg-
etation. that Island Beach has, and
more.” Since Burlington County has
no ocesn front, how s it conceivahle
that Martha's Bog could present an
Impressive example of a dune aren
which, because of its naturally de-
veloped vegetation, is holding its own
sguinst the continual forfous on-
slanghts of changing winds and waves
of an open ocean front? Martha's Bog
is probably worth saving by every
power the Department of Conserva-
tion and Development can muster,
but it can not be a sohstitute for
Island Beach and must not he used

. 1L £ i) 4

developed into Jones Beach,” "
and adds that such erroneons impres-
siom is “obviously ridiculous To he
frank he should have given at Jeast
some intimation as to just how much
of the entire area the Commission did
contemplate developing in this way.
1 have just been studying a map of
Ocean County on which the proposed
“Botanical Sanctuary” is specifically
indicated. It includes 225 acres, some-
what less than one-tenth of the m
acres, more or less, which Is included
in the Phipps Estate. What difference
does it make to nature-lovers whether
all of that splendid natural monument
or only ninetenths of it be despoiled?
What wounld be left of Niagara Falls
If nine-tenths of its water were di-
verted to drive Industrial turbines?

I especially appreciate the refer-
ences the Editor makes to other por-
tions of New Jersey's long shoreline
which are still availsble for acquisi-
tion and development as “public recre-
ation centers on salt water,” much
more accessible to the great centers
of population than Island Beach, and
which have already lost any interest
they may have had originally as wild-
life areas. So long as these other
availahle areas have not been utilized
it 1s Inaccurate and Incorrect to say
that the faillure to develop Tsland
Beach as such a public recreation cen-
ter I3 “denying many thonsands of
New Jfersey residents free nccess to
the only remalning seashore area
north of Barnegat Inlet available for
a public playground.”

%
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SHULL REPLIES TO THE GOVERNOR ON ISLAND EEACH PROPOSAL

Dr. George H. Shull, professcr emeritus of botany and genetlics in
Princeton University, and chairman of the Island Beach National Monument Committee,
commenting on the interview of Governor Alfred E. Driscoll, as reported in the
Asbury Park Press for February 1b, says that the proposal to have the Sandy Hook
committee consider the acquisition of Island Beach by the State of New Jersey, and
its development in part as a recreation area, is essentially the same proposal
that was made to Governor Edge in January, 1945, which stirred a wave of protest
from university communities, academies of science, garden clubs, outing clubs, and
other conservation-minded people all over the state and throughout the nation.

"This interview makes it painfully apparent,” says Dr. Shull, "that
neither the governor nor Representative /uchincloss who made the proposal to the
governor has any real understanding of the great value of Island Beach s an edu-
cational, scientific, and esthetic asset of the American pecple, nor any interest
in its permanent preservation as a wild life sanctuary.”

After referring rather uncomprehendingly to the desire of garden clubs
and other groups for the preservation of the "flora and fauna abundant on the
peninsula", Mr. Auchincloss said, "certainly we do not want a Coney Island on the
peninsula any more than we want one on Sandy Hook." "To understand this designed-
1y disarming statement," Dr. Shull says, "it is only necessary to recast it to ita
positive eguivalent in which it says: 'We certainly want on Island Beach, just as
we went at Sandy Hook, the development of a recreational, non-commercial, park
_m. (A1

"Such a recreational area or seashore playground, by whatever name it is
called, is wholly incompatible with the preservation of Island Beach in its impres-
Bive natural primitive state. It is not the guantity of 'flora and fauna' on
Island Beach that is important, since flora and fauna are likely to be abundant
almost everywhere, but the unigueness and the paturalness of the flora and fauna
there that cannot be matched anywhere else and which can never be restored to a
natural state once it has been fundamentally disturbed, that cries aloud to every
lover of the wildermess to prevent if at all possible such an unjustified desecra-
tion.

"If we have & 'recreational, non-commercial, park area' on Sandy Hook
cloge to the congested porticns of the state where it is so greatly needed, why",
asks Dr. Shull, "should we not keep Island Beach as a naturel, primitive seashore
at the only place it can be had, and where a recreational area is wholly un-
necessary, and where if such a playground were established it would only offer
undesirable competition with other beaches all up and down the coast, which are
available to the public, either free or at reessonable rates, and still only
slightly utilized."

To Governor Driscoll's statement that he does not '"favor the federal
goverrment spending eny large sums for anything other than naticnal defense and
emergency purpcses,”’ Shull concedes that this is a clever political slogen in
these tax-consciocus times, but he cannot see that this has any bearing on the
present problems with respect to Island Beach., "lNew Jersey citizens are not blind,"
Shull says, "to the fact that whether a service is given by the state or the na-
tional goverrment, it is the tax-paying citizen who pays, and the important ques-
tion is not the channel through which payment is made, but the relative cost and
the quality of the service received.”

"The least expensive thing that cen be done with Island Beach is to keep
it as it is. No 'large sums' will be required of the federal govermment, because
it elready has all the expensive overhead personnel available in the National Park *
Service, and it aleo has the expert knowledge and experienced skill in the preser-
vation and maintenance of wilderness areas, which are so important for the preser-
vation of the 'wonderfully beautiful wild life of Island Beach', which the State
of New Jersey does not now possess, and which it could not quickly develop."

"Citizens of New Jersey should not be misled by the cbvious intent to
appeal to state pride. The establishment of Island Beach lational Monument by the
National Park Service takes nothing frem the State of New Jersey, but instead it
gives to the state, at the least possible cost and the greatest possible effective-
ness, the maintenance of & priceless asset which cannot be matched by any other
state and which will bring to New Jersey admiring visitors frem all over the United
States and from foreign lands, besides contributing both educationally and in-
spirationally to our own pecple.”
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ISIAND BEACH NATIONAL MONUMENT COMMITTEE
Executive Beard:

Mrs. Allan Marquand

Miss Emmao Martin

Dr. Thurlow C. Nelson

Dr. George H. Shull, Chairman
Dr, John A. Small, Secretery

Princeton; N. J.
February 6, 1950

URGENT CALL!

Jear Fellow Member:

This Conmittee was organized exactly five years ago at the call
of Mrs, Allen Marquand and the undersigried, and held its first meeting at Guernsey,
lirs. Marguand's heme in Princeton on May 12, 1945, An effort is now being made to
consolidate in our membership all those known to have been actively interested in
the preservation of Island Beach as & wildlife sanctuary. This is a cell for a mest-
ing of the full Committee &s newly constituted, for recrganization, incorporation,
discusaion of plans, appointment of. sub-committees, end any other acts which seem
desirable for the achievement of our goal. The threat of an early sale of a part of
this precious area for a privately owned real-estate develorment is an ever-present
reality, which makes prompt action urgently necessary.

%“hie Tiy eting of the full Committee, which will be held at 3:00 P.M., cn Friday,
#sbruary 277 1950, in the Sports Library, Roosevelt Memorial Building, American
Museum of Natural History, Central Fark West at T9th Street, New York 24, N. Y. At
my request, Mr, Richard H, Pough, Curator of Conservation and Uss of Natural Re-
sources, at the Museum, will act as Chairman of this meeting,

-ﬁw You are asked to do two things: First, if at all feasible, attend
Bt

The second cruciel contribution you can make at this time to the
establishment of Island Beach as & National Monument ; 1s to write strong individual
appeals to the Public Iands Committes of the U. 5. House of Representatives; request-
ing that it take prompt favorabls action on bill 5-1583 » Which passed the Senate on
October 17, 1949, and which authorizes the acceptance of Island Beach by the National
Goverrment and its administration by the National Park Service as a National Mommernt.
Tor your information, the membership of this Congressional Committee is appended be-
low. Please do not delay the making of this appeal. Write at once to the Chairman
and any other members you may select. IO IT NOW!

=7

Hoping to see you in New York on February -3%¥, and with apprecia-

tion of your help, I am,

Bincerely yours,
Do, HiSfett
FUBLIC LANDS COMMITTEE, U, S, HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES

%A IORITY MEMEERS MINORITY MEMBERS

J. Harcld Peterscn, Florida, Chairmen
Jokn H., Murdock, Arizona

Clair Engle, Califcrnia

Monroe M. Redden, North Carolina
Tovy Morris, Oklahcma

¥en Regan, Texas

Lloyd M. Bentsen, Jr,, Texes
Compton I. White, Idaho

Walter Baring, Nevada

irs. Reve Beck Bosone, Utah
“red Marshall, Minnesota

Hurry P. 0'Neill, Pennsylvania
Yayne N, Aspimwall, Colorado
John E, Miles, New Mexico

Inuis B, Heller, New York

Fred L. Crawford, Michigan
William Lemke, North Lakota
Frank A. Barrett, Wyoming
Dean P, Taylor, New Tork
Jay LeFevre, New York

A, L. Miller, Nebraska
Wesley A, D'Ewart, Montana
Norris Poulson, California
John Sanborn, Idaho

E. L. Bartlett, Alaska

John P. Saylor, Pennsylvania
Joseph R. Farrington, Hawaii
Antonio Fernos-Isern, Pusrto Rico
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