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THE COLLEGE

Bounical Laboratory April 8, 1946
38th St. and Woodland Ave,

Dear Fogg:

I fear we all underestimated Proctor at our last
meeting. I still stand by my statement that he is weak
in physiology, almost &s weak &s I ém in taxonomy; but in
phytogeography and the teéxonomic yuestions relative there
éo, he 15 tops. He is the livest wire I now have in
Plants and Climates, and invariably looks & matter up &nd
traces it down fo the end. I like to give & good mé&n his
dues, @side from personal feelings. I fear the adverse
criticism expressed wes based on pure emotional reactions,
I have noticed that some of our Taculty judge & meén on the
basis of how much they like him, I like Platt (he is a
fine fellow, isn't he?) and.Moul very much, but this has
nothing to do with Proctor's ability. He is keen.

Sincerely yours

73%‘/\43

William Seifriz
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Aprdl 15, 1946

Dear Seifris:

Thanks for your note about FProeotor. You
may recall that I was one of those who stood up for him
sayinz that I thought he had an unusually keen mind but
e personality which was at times a little rasping, This
latter is really to his oredit, I suppose, for it betokens
originality of thought and emansipation from set methods
of procedure. I hope he does as good work for you as he
has been doing for me.

Singerely yours,

John M, Fogg, Tr.

Dr, William Seifriz,
Department of Botany.
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THE COLLEGE

Botanical Laboratory October 29, 1948
38th St and Woodland Ave.
Dear Fogg:

I do not recell & lecture that I have enjoyed so much,

I listened to every word. Whether it was you or the subject which
made it so interesting I &m not sure. Many seminars are terribly
dull in spite of &n interesting subject. Perhaps it was a case of
soil vs. climate, one is as significant &s the other, and when you
have both working together, then you've got something., I liked, too,
the sincerity with which you presented each topiec, no pushing it
@side with @ quip. I know of no branch of science - &and I haven't
forgotten protoplésm - which fascinates me more than the causes of
plant distribution,

There is & second reason for this letter. About & year
lience I want to publish in my physiology book & plant map and beside
it & soil or geological mep, and then & second pair to compare plant
distribution &nd climate. - You see I show no partislity for
climate or soil] - I presume to publish any of the "Flora of Pa,"
méps is out of the question before your book @ppears. I liked es-
Pecallly the maps showing plants following the limestone ridges, the
plants huddled on the fall line, the pine in the north east corner
&nd those plents clustered on old glacial moraines. If to use these
is impossible, where in the literature will I find the best illustra-
tions? Shantz has one of the entire United States, but the soil map

is far too confusing. I shall appreciate your help.
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UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA 4

The College
BoTaNICAL LABORATORY November 14, 1901
38th and Woodland Ave.

Dr. John M. Fogg, Vice-Provost
109 College Hell

Dear Fogg:

This letter mey be premature but it is only &n inguiry,
the official reguest to follow,after you tell me when and to whom,

As you Knnw}l plan asking for & sabbéticel leave of one
semester &3 has been grénted to several other members of our Depert-
ment. I had hoped to follow Goddard, but on learning that Zirkle
intended to,I stepped &side, I should like the first semester of
the next &cademic year, nemely October 1952 to January 1965. I want
to spend the time at sowe marine laboratory either Neples or & more
tropical shore where marine méterial for protoplesmic research is
abundant and varied. After experimenting in the laboratory part
of the day I want to devote the rest of the time to rewriting my
book on Protoplasm.

To whom, &nd about when, should I apply? I would,
ordinarily, @ssume that the request should first go to Schreumm,
but I very much fear that it mey not go further, &t least, not with
dispatch and with enthusiasm, For this reason I turn to you, &nd
then I'll write & formal letter.

Sincerely yours

-

Williem Seifriz
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Last sumer the colleagues of Professor William Seifris were shocked
to learn that he had drowned while collecting some marine algae in the
Chesapeake Bay. mmmul&mmwmmu
on the eastern shore of Maryland, He left his briefcase at the hotel and
proceded inmediately to the collection of specimens, He did not return to
the hotel that night and two days later his body washed ashore, The next
day it was identified, Thus the career of one of the best-lmown blologists
in America was brought to a close.

William Seifris wms born in Washington, D.C. on August 11, 1888, His
parents were Paul Seifriz and Amna Schmidt, His famlly was exceptionally
well versed in the fine arts, one of his maternal wnecles being a sculpter
who spent most of his life in Paris and was 2 close personsl friend of
Rodin, Professor Seifris was the proud possessor of an original clay model
given him by Redin,

Before going to college, William Seifriz worked for three years in the
Busau of Plant Industry of the United States Department of Agriculture, and it
was here that his interest in botany crystallized, On resigning from the
Bureau of Plant Industry he enrollsd in the Jolms Hopkins University in 1912
and received the Bachelor of Science Degree in 1916 and the Doctorate of
Pidlosophy in 1920, The following two years he spent in travelling around
the world and in pursuing his selentific research at seversl Asiatic and
European eenters, He worksd at the great tropieal center of botanieal
research, the Bultensorg Botamie Gardens in Java, and at the University of
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London and the University of Geneva, ie brought his foreign studies to a
close with his work at the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute in Berlin.

On his retwrn to America he became n Seessel Fellow at Yale for 2 year,
and ha was also for one year an Instructor in Botany at the University of
Michigan, He came to the University of Pennsylvania as a National Resesrch
Fellow in 192l and in 1925 was made Professor of Botamy.

mmerous technieal contributions, .m(@gm;@anmwm
but he was best Imown for his book Protoplasmpublished in the MeGraw-Hill
Botanical Series, He was one of the original editors of the journal Proto-
plasma and he also served as an associate editor of Biodynamica and the
Journal of Colloidal Seience,

His botandeal interests were broad and varied, and he travelled Wy
extensively, particularly in the Anerican tropics, collecting .m;m‘:i w"l“‘g U
the floras of Haiti, Jamaica, and Cuba, His interest in Alpine flora took
him to the high mountains in Venesuela, Earlier, when
Russia was more hospitable to visiting scientists, he explored the Caucasian
Mountains and studiedtheir ecology. He was at all times both a laboratory
and a field worker, Few Americsn botanists have ever been as well known to
thevworld at large as Professor Seiffis,

Both his colleaguss in Botany and the University of Pennsylvania have
sustained a real loss in his death.
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On behalf of the Committee, Mr, Dean, I move that this A ew.owcal
be includedn owr mimrtes.

‘:o‘u\u..l!TN

John M, Fogg
Wesley G, Hutchinson

Comway Zirkle, Chairman
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