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September 18, 1952

Mre. Ruth Oberg,
Las Casas #10,
Oaxaca, Oax, Mexico

Dear Mrs. Oberg:

You may be interested to know that the plant with the
large course leal growing near the foot of your steps is Wigandia
m.mutmwmun. Since this plant

s common throughout much of Mexico and I saw it nearly everywhere
I went, I was glad to learn its name from Professor Martinez at
the Instituto Biologico at Chapultepec. I azlso discovered that
the straggling plant with blue-green leaves and tubular yellow
flowers which I showed you is g.ﬁo_tw %ﬁ. I saw it all
around and especially on the road up to te Alban, and thought
you might like to know its name,

Upon our return to Mexieco City I secured three copies
of Flandrau's one to keep, one to lend and one to give
away., We are ainly indebted to you for having introduced us
to this delightful work, and I might edd thet I have ordered three
or four other books on the basis of my btrief examination of them in
your marvelous library.

Now that we are home, the salient fact which emerges from
our trip is a determination to return to Mexico as soon as possihle;
80 it may be that some of these days I shall be knocking at your gate
again,

May I tell you once more how much I appreciated your
kindness to my wife and to say for both of us that it was a great

pleasure to get to know you and to share in your enthusiasm for
Oaxaca and its plant and animal inhabitants.

Sincerely yours,
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October 16, 1952

I wonder if you would be good enough to see whether
could secure for me & 35 mm.

|
|

of Kodachrome pictures in a revolving frame and I am relatively
Mthtwmmnmbmorm"mghu"nmdthn.
The eost of theee pictures, as I remember, is a little more than
Mmus,mitthhowtonndthoqum of that
money to the store directly, I would do so. If, however, you
mhwto-mthlpiumrwu,xmumtlutyou
ﬂuhmmhrmotmhﬁonlnmilgom\gtohdm
this winter and will doubtless be visiting Oaxaca,

I hate to bother you with such a matter but would
certainly greatly appreeiate it 1f you could help me out.

With best wishes and warm regards, I am
Sincerely yours,
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Apartade 162
Oaxaca, Oax. Mexico
Oetober 19, 1952

Dear Dootor and Mra. Fogg:

Both your letters received and I've enjoyed hearing from
you. Glad to know that Mexico calls you back and will
look forwerd to hearing your knock or ring at the door.

Enclosed you will find the transparency of El Tule. It is
net a very good one but it is all they have. lowever, the
tree is hard to photograph, due to its size and the high
wall around the church yard. Alout the only way is to
olimb on a truck outside the wall.

The price is so little I wouldn't mention it but I lknow
you will not rest until you have done something about it.
S0 if you wish, send me about 35 cents in U.S5. postage
stamps end we wi'l call it square. Then you won't have
to bother anyone else with it.

When you were talking to Prof. liartinez, did you get & cop
of his studies of the Ahuehuete (Texodium mucronatum, Ten.)?
I am sure he would send you a separate, if you asked him
for it, and if he still has it. While it is in Spanish,
you would have no trouble reading it and the photographs

are well worth having.

After a very wet September and half of October, we are now
having beautiful weather. If there are no more heavy rains
between now and the 28th, I hope to start on a two week
horseback trip in the mountains north and east oI Oexaca.
To Yalalag, Villa Alta, and back by Natividad and Ixtlan
de Juarez, in case you have a map &t hand.

With many kind wishes for all the family,
Sincerely

MM
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October 22, 1952

Mrs. Ruth Oberg,
Apartado 162,
Oaxaca, Oax,,
Mexdieo

Dear Mrs. Oberg:

I am deeply grateful to you for having secured the picture
of the Tule tree, for although, as you say, it leaves something to
be desired, it is fur better than any picture whieh I was able to
secure. Following your suggestion, I am enclosing a fow U. S. postage
stampe whieh I hope will cover the actual cost, although they cannot
pay you for the trouble which you have so kindly taken,

I have just received from Dr. Martinex the specimens which
I left with him a few days before leaving Mexico and in writing to
thank him for sending them I shall ask whether he has & copy of his paper on
the Ahuehucte. Although my verbal facility in Spanish is almost nil,

You may be interested to know that I saw Amos Coleman in
New Tork a few days ago. He and Carmen came on from Cuernavaca for
the annual meeting of the University of Pemnsylvania Alumni Clubs. He
brought with him on behalf of our Mexican sluuni a very attractive in-
vitation to the Associated Clubs to hold their 1953 mesting in Mexico,
I do hope that the Executive Comdttee will see fit to accept this
invitation, for I know that our alumni down there could arrange an ex-

interesting and attractive program.

tremely
It 18 good to hear of your continued activity and I hope that
the weather will permit you to embark upon your horseback trip as planned.
shall follow your progress on the map with great interest and hope some
© learn of the results of this expedition,
With warmest regards from all of us, I am

8incerely yours,

&
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Apartado 162
Oaxaca, Oax. Hexico
Jamary 4, 1954

Dear Doctor Fogm:

Happy New Year, but WHERE ARE THE FOGGS? B0
long since I have heard from you.

Aside from wanting to hear from you, I'm in
need of help. IF you will advise me, I'11l be
80 gratefull

The orchid catalog is now nearing the Tinal
stages of preparation. But those final stages
will teke money, for study either at Harvard
or in other big libraries and for two or three
collecting trips that are important but too
expensive for me to swing alone. I know that
there are foundations that give grants for
such work but I am not sure which ones would
be most likely to help. It would be different
if T were a professional botanist with a degrse
and reputation.

I think the Guggenheim is out, for that is
e given to establi—shed writers, artists, ete.

. hes an age limit and more applications then

. : they esn handle. I heve heard of an American

Philosophical Soeiety in Philadelphia that has
given gimilar gr-ants, perhaps you would know
about them. There are probably others you kaow
about.
For over a year I have been regional editor
of the Orchid Journal and a few other articles
have been published.

In a few days my studies of the Mexican Laelias
will be tyved ready for the Journal to publish.
But I don't know when it will come out. Would
you be interestéd in seeing & copy, to get an
idea of how I am handling the naterial? I

s : : .._,___ﬁq
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would be glad to send it %o you.

During May-June of last suwumer I
the very excellent library at b
Gampany's m«hoql near 7 i

- That is a drive you

y. o igh Guatamale and
1like & great tropical

Chepas are now proud mnﬁmaﬁta*.&nﬂ‘ R
ppy! T vas in Bumnfaqa tha T3
- a:r December, but ltildred was in :

g lary Margaret svill in the city, .
't go over.

Do let me hear from you and I hove yw,vii?
8Say that you will soon be in HBBE:II@ a

for the Bas‘&nr vucetion perhups?
With all good wishes,

M.nmlw' _




Febpuary 16, 1955

mm,

mmm
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Join M. Fogg, e
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Apartado 162
Oaxaca, Osx. Mexico
March 17, 1955

Dear Jaok:

Thank you for your letter of a month ago. I didn't get
back until the tenth and I've been working like mad to get
the plants cared for. uow I'm discouraged. Seems like
the more I plant the more there arel

I am so sorry to have missed you all around on your last

visit. I helped Mildred Chapa entertuin your Penn. people
and they told me you had gone to Central America, they thought.
Of course thnis is the time of the year when I am away much

of the time. But if I only knew when my friends were coming
I could plan to be here.

can't you come down next in April insteasd of kay? I must
leave for California not later than May 6th, I am eager

to hear about your present work...are you interested in rare
plants and what kinds? Want to knmow about wonderful collect-
ing spots? I can tell you! Where did you go in Chiapas?
To have Ifound me would have involved a plane flight from
Tuxtla and three days on mule back!

Plan to work a month at Huntington while in tulifornis,
then back here sometime in July %o cateh the summer blooms
Now I must get out to those plantsl
All good wishes to you end your family,

Sincerely

| 1,

’._. el.l.u.}
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Apartado 162
Oaxaca, Oax.
February 7, 1956

Dear Jack:

It was 80 nice to see you and your wife agein, even if I did
have to receive you in nightgown end robe and with no "face"
onl

For the data on the tree bark, the tea of which is supposed te
be good for ulcers (cancer?) see Martinez, pp. 377-378.,

Amphypterygium adstringens Schiede. What a name!

The young geologist is back and says that nis doetor reported
the pain he had came from his liver and might have been ceused
by the tea he took for diabetés. So he advised not taking any
more. Of course there is always the danger of taking too
much of unknown herbs. But the old Mexican man didn't suffer.
My guess is tnat the doctor down there will go on experiment-
ing with it.

Now here is one for the book: a friend from Mitla, Walter Miller,
came in the other day and showed me two seeds, asking me if T

knew what they were. I told him yes, Thevetia thavetioides.

Then he explained that he had had a request from England for & kilo
of them, at some fantastic price--10 1bs. or something like that.
It seems that an Englishman who was here carried back two of them
in his pocke# =nd when he got home discovered that his hemorrhoides
had disappeared. Now all his friends want seeds to carryl

W.M, said nis 10 year old son heard him telling tnis story and
esked his father to let him have the seeds. mEin an hour or so he
handed them back saying solemnly that his hembrhoides were all
cured. In an hour or so he came back agein asking:"Dad, what
fare hemgrhoides?"!!]

Since you were here I made a week's collecting trip toc Pluma
Hildago and met the younz doetor who seems very keen. I think
his name is Ortiz, but I am bad on names and ean't at the moment
find where I wrote it down. But I can always get it for you.
Let me know when you are coming down again.

All the best et
e
\ "\_.--._t-._)\./r(;\
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San relipe del Agua
January 7, L1957

Dear Jack, et. al:

Sorry to have missed you, but delighted that you are
coming back this way and tnat I wiil pave a visit aicer
8o long a time.

I'm living in an apartment at the Hotel Rancho San Felipe,
if you are driving come out past the Qaxaca Courts and
just keep coming. You will see the hotel door and sign
just after you enter the village.

If you are not driving, then any taxi will bring you out.
I haven't a car, or I'd come down and get you.

So I shall be looking forward with pleasure to seeing you
next Wednesday or Thursday.

With saludas,
Sincerely

P 0. ccddrans We Samne ! Elgqn;q_kdeLC /&2
\
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Apartado 162
Oaxaca, Oax.
February 21, 1957

Dear Jack:

Something I forgot when writing you before: there is an American
who has gone to live on the Gulf slope of the Isthmus, Paul
Bates. Address: Apartado Postal 40, Matias Romero, Oaxaca. He
wants to know if it would be possible to cultivate the shrub
used for Rauwolfia down t—-here. He is interested in growing
the unusual thing that might have commercial value. I believe
he is getting his "papers" and also has a Mexican partner, so
that part of it is all right.

I told him that sarsaparilla (sp?) grows wild down there, but I
couldn't help him with the local names. Can you?

I'm having a plague of rats, eating my pseudobulbs and even tender
plants. I am keeping Wafarin out, but when you consider that

they come from all around, it will be a long time before we get
rid of them all, I'm afraid.

Saludas to you and your sweet wife.

Sincerely

/Q\ﬁ,.;'dé-x
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March 4, 1957

§

. Ruth Oberg
162
, Oax,

i

Dear Ruth:

Thanks so much for your two letters which I enjoyed greatly -
especially the story sbout the pseudo-therapeutic properties of Thevetia!
Also, 1 was glad to heve your comments on the anti-disbetic which you had
told us about.

¥We all felt jretty terrible about having disturbed you that
and you were truly gracious to have received us so cordially,
ext time I shall see that you are given a proper warning in advance,

I am not sure that I ean help your American botanist who wants
m;witbm knowing, first, which species he has in mind,

his growing conditlions are, Of the 105 species of this

genus several are now in use by the pharmaceutical houses, The Asiatic
WMImmﬂwnmmwm,m,mm
s requires shade and a rainfall of 90-100 inches a year as well

unwduphmaou The African R, vomitoris is a plant of the

to grow
and

R
m“amofﬂnrpimandofmmuamapuiu
mmu-mmm andﬂontnlmuu. 1 have collectid it
from a score of localiti I? your friend cares to write to me telling
me more specifically what he has in mind, I'll be glad to try to enlighten

I did not know that the true Sarsaparilla, which is of course
lmofﬁ, grew in Mexico, nor can I find it in Martines's book
on Medieinal .

Hope you get rid of the rats!

With best wishes and warm regards from us both,

Sincerely yours,
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450 ROOMS AND BATH RELIABLE GARAGE

STEAM HEATED ONE BLOTRK FROM HOTEL
7* DE LONDRES 130
MEXICO, D. F.
MEXICO
Oaxaca, Maroh 12th
Dear Jack:

See Martinez, Plantas Medicinales p. 330 and Miranda, Vegetation
Chiapas, Ex v. 2:385 for Smilax in Mexico. Don't know if any of
these are the ones used by the drug houses in the U.S. Bubt at

one time an American was in touch with them and they were eager

to buy the onme growing on the Istmo--but he couldn't get collectors!

Thanks for the other information--I have sent it on to Mr. Bates
and sugzgested he write you of his growing conditions, etec,

Your visits are all too short! After you leave I always think
of so many other things you might be interested in nearing about,

Saludas to you both.

Sincerely

"ir-\?,__:k.i\_.
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April 2, 1957

¥rs, Ruth Oberg
Omxaea, Mexico

Dear Ruth:

You are just about right concerning the Sarsaparilla
ﬁ‘thoumbl some room for argument, I had always believed
%%us the only source of the drug and
because this is a Ameriean species I told you that farsa-

arilla did not occur wild in Mexico.

Standley, in Trees and Shrubs of Mexico, p. 104, says
that "8 4s believed to be one of the chief sources of the
drug" ¥os its range as, "Veracruz and San Luis Potosi;
reported from Tamanlipas," This, of course, seems to rule out

Another thing that threw me off is that Martines
dounotlktnsinghéﬂ?hthalndnofhiaﬂnnmldm-
nales, although deseribed and even figured on p, 330.
Mirands is ing., Why can't our friends down there
make a decent index?

It was good to hear from you and I your friend
can succeed with his project. i

Sinecerely yours,
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Oaxaca, May 9, 1957

Deap Jack:

Thank you for your letter of April 24th.

No, Jjust because Dr, Standley didn't have a specimen of
Smilax medica from Chiapas doesn't say that it could not
Be found there. Almost anything that grows in Vera Cruz
can be found in comparable regions of Chiapss.

0f course you have the two references to Rauwolfia
hat@?la in Martinez', but I wonder if you ever ran
across the short article in Anales del Inst. Bio. Tomo 9:
Nus. 1 & 2 (1938) in which one Roberto Llamas reports
on its use as an antl -maleria remedy.

No time for more gossip just now. When are you coming down
again?

With all good wishes,

Sincerely
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Some more references as to0 Smilax : Nils

Smilex aristolochiaefolia (Zarzaparilla) Reko, iitobotanica
ZRDSEOGE -

Smilax medica, Plantas Curativas de Mexico, Dr. Luis Cabrera
tLV\:_)F-[/\,\.A_.‘) &) L4 /LQ_k M:—&QIJJLKM\M . \
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