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February 11, 1948

Dr. John N. Fogg, Jr.
University of Fennsylvenla,
Fhiladelphia, Penn.

Dear 8ir:

Recently in considering a project which I have in
procees, with Mr. Charles A. Weatherby at the Gray
Herbarium, he suggested that you may have ready or
would be willing fo send me the data. He told me

of your intenslve study of the plants of Fennsylvanla,
At Clark University incidentelly, I am interested in
a similar but much smaller study of the flora of
Worcester County, Massachusettis, with Dr. Dsvid Fotter.
Our Herbarium, the Hadwen Herbarium, has now about
21,000 sheets, & fourth to a third of what may be
avallable.

My project for this Department ig to map the distribu-
tion of Clethra alnifolla. The reason for doing it

is a study of the source of nectar, a beekeeping problem.
This plant occurs in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and
Connecticut in suffieclient masses to yleld a surplus

of honey. The beekeepers have asked, where else does
Clethra grow. It is my hope to prepare a good plcture.

Accordingly, if it is not too great a task, please give
me the distribution as shown from your herbarium sheets,
not slone for Pennsylvania, but elsewhere? As yet I have
no notion how far inlend this plant grows. In Massachu-
sette it appears that it may grow seventy-five to one
hundred miles west from Boston, Ferhaps you may have
some record which will suggest the trend.

Please do not consider this request should 1t consume
too much time. I hope I may recipricate in some way for
you. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

D stialioo,
BNG:MEC Chief Aplery Inspector
F.S8. Sinece I am not regulerly in the Boston office
at this season, you may reply to my home 24 Charlotte 5t.
Worcester 3.
B.N.G.
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March 5, 1948

Woroestor 3, Massachusetts.

24 Charlotte Street,

Dr. Burton N, Gates,
Dear Dr. Gates:
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Outside Pennsylvania we have specimens of QGlethra alnifolis

Horfolk, Middlesex, Barnstable, Dukes
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Dr. B. H. Gates -2 - Maroh 5, 1948
Connecticut
New London, Tolland

New York
TUlster

New Jersey
All the counties lying on the Oocastel Plain, plus
Mercer and Union

Delawnre
Hent, Supmex

Maryland
Talbot, Somerset
Aceomae, MNansemond, Northempton, Morfolk

North Caroline
Duplin, Moore, Bladen

South Oarclina
Williemsburg, Olarendon
T em sure that the plant oceurs also in Ceorgle and Florida,
but unfortunately we have no spocimens to substantiate it.
Ir I ecan £ind en opportunity to check the colleotions at
the Aecademy of Natural Sglences in the neer future, I shall do so and
pase on any additional records which I may £ind there.

Sincerely yours,

John M, Fogg, Jr.,
Professor of Botany.
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CLARK UNIVERSITY
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

DEFANTMENT OF RIOLOGY Merch 11, 1948

Dr. John M. Fogg, Jr.
Professor of Botany
University of Fennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Dear Doctor Fogg:

Your letter of March 5 is greatly appreciated.
Thista material addition to the range of Clethra.

You may not realize what you may encounter at
the Academy of Natural Sciences, because lir, leal hag
written me that there are, in that herbarium, between
200 and 300 sheets, as I recall, I had asked for a
listing of these but Mr, lleal says he is without assist-
ance and may not be able to undertake the task at present.
Ultimately I shall hope to have these data. These, with
your listing of Pennsylvania and adjacent states, are
exceedinzly importent, You may be interested to lmow that
the Smithsonian reported Clethra from Texas, which is an
extension beyond the already reported Florida habitat.
Where am I goling ©o look for the listing of collections
in the southern states, as Georgle, Florida, Loulsiansa,
etec,? There must be some collections somewhere, Should
you have a suggestion it will be valued, As yet I have
no collection record north of lMalne, Apparently, there-
fore, the 1limits of the dlstribution are becoming estab-
ligshed., How far inland it extends, however, is not yet
certain,

Your assistance, as I have said, is greatly
appreciated., I hope you will not inconvenlence yourself
in regard to the Academy sheets unless that should not
conaume too much of your time, If you should find a focus
of a number of collections in a viven county, the number
of collections might be indicative of the prevalence in
that locality. That information might be worthy of record.
For instance, in Worcester County we heve specimens from
practically every township in the county, which i3 a very
good example of the extent and prevalence of Clsthra in
this region, Having been found in the northern tovmships
in the county indicates that i1t apparently extends beyond
Massachusetts into lew Hampshire and Vermont. How far
inland, however, is yet to be determined. Again, many
thanks for your co-operation,

Very, truly yours,
/3-«4.; ?/ﬁs—z
Burton N. Gates

Digitizedsyithe Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Dr. John M, Fogg, Jr.
Department of Botany

Tniversity of Pemnsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvanla

Dear Doctor Fogg:

On March 11, in my letter, I
inadvertently mentioned iir. -
connectlion with the Philadelphia
Academy. lir. leale is matmr of
‘the herbarium of the Connecticut
Botany Society at Yale. I should.
have mentioned Mr, Bayard Long, of
the Philadelphia Academy. '

Yours very truly, o

Gates




Mereh 22, 1948

Dr. Burton N. Gates,
24 Charlotts Streat,
Worcester 3, Massachusetta,.

Doar Dr. Cates:

On Saturday morninz I found mysalf at the Academy
of Hatural Sciences with half an hour to spare, 5o I looked up for
you the material of OJlethra ung_gi. as I had promised to do.
I find shst in addition to the count which I had reported from our
own oolleotion, the Aeademy has speocimens from the following:

New ire
Mason (eounty ?)

Massachusetts
Plymouth Oo.

Rhode Island
Newport Co.

Kew York
Putnam Co,
Suffolk

Naw Jersey: In eddition to the Coastal Plains sounties:
Warren Co.

Panngylvania: I have already reperted on the distribution
within this atate and the only additional information at
the Asademy is on a specimen from Pike County with the
statement that it was collected near Mud Fond at an alti-
tude of 1,300 feet. I had previously stated that thers
was no looality within the state from over a thousand foet
in altitude,

Maryland
Geoil Oo.
Kent "
Quean Anns Co.

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Dr. B, N, Gates “2= March 22, 1943

Gloucester Co.
Henrieo COo.
Pringcess Anne Co,

Forth Carolina
Jaokann Oo,

Gsorgls
Appling Co.
Weyne -
Camien "
Ware "

Florida
Jafferson Oo.

Mobile Oo,

Also, T found a sheet from the Fortor Harbarim
eollected by Dr. Leavenworth in Arkansas, with no loeality given.

I think that what Mr, long had referange to was the
faot that there ere a eouple of hundred shoets of in the
loeal herbarium of the FPhiladelphies Motanieel Club, inclndes
all of southern New Tersey as well as southeastern Pennsylvania,
It is true thaet it would be a chore to record the data on every
sheet, but since the eounties are mll covernd by what I have given
you from our own herbarium, with the exception of the few whigh
I have noted above, thia eolleotion would really add nothing signi-
ficant to the distributional pleture of the species.

Sincerely yours,

Professor of Botany.

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



CLARK UNIVERSITY
WORCESTER 3, MASSACHUSETTS

DepanruEss or BIOLOGY March 30, 1948

Dr, John N, Fogg, Jr.
Botany Department
University of Pennsylvanla
Philadelphia 4, Fenn.

Dear Doctor Fogg:

Your further letter of March 22
concerning Clethra alnifolia is here, I
am duly appreciative; furthermore, I hope
this caused you no inconvenlence as there
was a mass of material,

Your information as to altitude
where Clethra has been found is particularly
valuable to me because these references are
the only ones I have yet obtained. In
Worcester County, this state, I lmow of its
growing at about 900 ft. but T am yet to
check higher altltudes where it may be
found.

Your reference to the sheet col-
lected by Dr. Leavenworth in Arkansas, now
in the Porter Herbarium, is a surprise.

I have had no reference to its occurrence
in that locelity. The dlatribution becomes
more end more interestingl

Very truly yours,

/ o 5 w‘W-i‘Z&"

Burton N, Gates, Ph.D.

BNG /1kz
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CLARK ONIVERSITY
WORCESTER 8, MASSACHUSETTS

DEFARTMENT OF RIOLOGY

September 25, 1948

Dr. John M. Fogg, Jr.
Univeraity of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Penna,

Dear Dr, Fogg:

The distribution of Clethra alnifolia has shapesd
¥ up considerable and has been traced all the way to Oklahoma,
where we are not yet able to establish that the plant occurs.
There are inferences and verbal reports of 1t on the comatal
plain in that State.

You may recallon March 22 you wrote me "I found
a sheet from the Porter Herbarium collected by Dr. Leavenworth
in Arkansas with no locality given.," This information I
sent to Dr. Delzie Demaree of the Arkansas State College.
He has just written me an Important suggestion after having
told me that he has no record of Clethra alnifolia having
been found in his State. Concerning the shest from the
Porter Herbarium, he says, "no doubt (that 1s, referring
to the Arkensas sheet you reported) was from Arkansas
territory which extended into a large part of what is now
Oklahoma, I have many records of such., Many of the old
collectors came through Oklahoma into Arkansas before the
States were fixed." Accordingly, if this Arkansas sheet,
from the Porter Herbarium, can be established by date, town,
locality, or any other means as of Oklahoma, it will be the
first record of a collection in Oklahoma. Is Dr, Leavenworth
lmown as a plant collector; is there any record of his
colleeting trips? Where is his herbarium? It might be
possible to establish the station by some means,

When you look up Dr, Leavenworth's sheet, will
you send me & full transcription of the label, in order that
I may refer this to Dr., Demaree?

This 1s not alone of interest to me tut to the
botanists in Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas,

Sincerely yours,

ST e
Burton N, Gates

BNG:FLH
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October 8, 1948

Dr. Burton N. Gates,
Department of Biology,
Clark University,
Worcester 3, Mass.

Dear Dr. Gates:

Since the Leavenworth spacimen of Clethra alnifolia
is one which I had looked up for you at the Academy of Natural
Sciences, I took occasion yesterday to visit the Academy for the
purpose of re-examining it. Unfortunately there is practically
no additional information to report. The label, which is merely
a piace of blue letter paper, bears the following statement -
"Clethra alnifolia L. Arkansas. Dr, Leavenworth." The name of
the species is in a handwriting which I can identify with a fair
degree of certainty as that of Thomas C. Porter, and on the herbarium
sheet is the Academy rubber stamf, indicating that this specimen
was part of the Perter Herbarium., The words "Arkansas" and

“Dr. Leavenworth" are in a different handwriting and one which I
do not recognize, nor is it familiar to Dr. Francis Pennell,
Curator of the Academy's Herbarium, to whom I showed it. EBoth
of us, however, doubt that it is in Leavenworth's cwn hand, and
this seems logical since he probably would not refer to himself
on & label as "Dr., Leavenworth."

I am sorry that I cannot give you more information
about the scene of Leavenworth's activities. His dates are 17946-1862,
and according to Dr. Pennell, much of his collecting was done in the
vicinity of Shreveport. Pennell himself feels that the specimen
in question might possibly have come from southern Arkansas where
several Coastal Plain species are known to occur. If you desire
more information concerning the area covered by Leavenworth, I would
suggest that you get in touch with the Librarian at the New York
Botanical Garden, asking her to look him up in the very extensive
biographical fiie of American botanists compiled by Dr. Barnhart.

For my own pari, I should like to utter & word of
warning, During the course of my studies on the Pennsylvania
Flora I have examined thousands of agocimu from the Porter Herbarium:
Bany of them before they were mounted. In numerous cases I have
found two or more specimens on the same paper with the labels

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Dr. B. N. Gates o October 8, 1948

loosely or not at all attached. There is always, of course, the
possibility of transposing labels when specimens are mounted and it
is my own feeling that some of the errors in Parter's of
al'gn_i_.qlvmia, brought out by his nephew, John K. Small, 1903,
erive frca this circumstance. I have thersfore been forced on
a number of occasions to ignore a Porter specimen entirely rather
than perpetuats what seemed to me an ambiguity. By this I do not
mean that it is not possible for the present specimen to be collected
in Arkansas but until some more definite evidence is forthcoming, I
should personally be inclined to disregard it in any statement of
range which you may be formulating.

Sincerely yours,

John K. Fogg, Jr.,
Frofessor of Botany.

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



CLARK UNIVERSITY
WORCESTER 3. MASSACHUSETTS

DeranTuext oF MioLoay

! October 16, 1948

Dr, John M, FQSS, Jre
Professor of Botany
University of Pennsylvanis
Philadelphia, Penna,.

Dear Dr, Fogg:

Your letter of October 8
agaln 1s exceedingly halpful. There re-
mains no doubt in my mind that Dr.
Leavenworth's collection of Clethra
alnifollia, as you found it 1n the Porter
Herbarium, should not be considered, at
least as yet, in the distribution picture
of this spac{as. Lackling even a deate of
collection may make 1t impossible to trace
the specimen with certainty, Moreover
there 1s the uncertainty, which you menginn,
concerning the possible transposition of
collection data.

Please accept my thenks for
your careful interpretation of this sheet,

1 Sincerely yours,

= IB e M B

Burton N, Gates

BRG :FLH
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