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TULANE UNIVERSITY
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70118

AC 504 865-7711

Depariment of Biology 24 Tanitazy 1970

Dear Georges:
Fleaged as always you know to have your last letter of Dec, 29th.

Dorothy and Stephen here for a visit -- Kathleen and family here at New Year's

en route to Dick!s new pest at San Diego -- so we have had plenty to eccupy with
some relaxation, All sre happily flourishing, D & B will be joining us next year
for the Intern Congress Hist Sci in Mescew; we are paying their transp with a
view to having seme aid in Russian! you remember D kas new finished 18 nonths

of Rusgisn and seens to have anjoyed it. Takes a solid hour a day practice teo
keep up on the language,

Tulane has the Don, Generel System, in the eriginal four velume ed. and your
dupl volume one would be very imterssting indeed. I shall pass it elong te
HiMLibrary as gift from you., Our copy, shelved here in herbarium, is dupl

from Harvard that I picked up on one of my visits with Lagells, and turned ever
te the Library, Interesting bibliog, item indeed, Rather different twdst.

Yes, we had a very good trip all the way down to Cape Seble and on the Keys

te Islamerada bul net te Key West for the traffic was toe thick for pleasurs

on that read. A fellow who is supposedly interested in Leitner was presumed to
be at the Islamorada but did net appear. Bub we spent Xmas eve and Xmas day
and part of MHEH the 26th at Flaningo, a motel out at the end of the read in the
'glades. Good birding there and really a place te see, Ferhaps semetime we can
planto meet down there, you would enjom the tropicel flora end fauns (spoonbills
and ibises, ote.) We had perts of twe dsys at Fairchild Trep Garden, Gillett is
taxonomist there and a very good fellew, has a very goed bet library of his own,
genial person gll around, We visited Hulford Fester on way down and Beb Leng and
Olga Lakela and a former MEG friend of yours whe spoke wermly of you, bearded,
lerdic type, menesyllsbic name like Berg (?), at Tampa en way back. Dan Werd at
Gainsig:illa. 1 am writing the histerical intro teo Long and Lakela's Flore of so,

Did you have a chance te see Brunfels bearing on the 1506 lanliug title during
your St Louis sojourn? I know you were fully occupied,

We are 8111l thinking of seeing you this Spring on your wey to Wegt Coast . . .

fiith best for 1970 from lesta and

Trs
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I shall pick up mail on the dates detailed on the loft at addressecs given:

Ratens fAddrosgs

June %, 1968, leaving New Orleans

June 1315 ¢/torton Avboretum, Lisle, Ilinois, 60532

June 1720 Dept, Botany, 1735 Nedl Ave,, Chio State Univ,, %,

Jul;y 13, Division of Flants, Smithsonian Institution, f?uhﬂw.c.

July 89 Harvard Univereity Herberium, 22 Divinity Ave,, Cembridge,
lies,, 02138

July 15 New York Botanical Gardenm, Bromx Park, H.Y., 10458

July 18<19 Amordcan Philosophical Socisty, 104 South Fifth St.,
Philadelphia, Pa,, 19106

Maly 29 Charleston Inseum, Charlestan, S. Ce, 29401

August 5, arriving New Orlsars .
Tulans University, New Orlears, la,, 70118
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March 10th, 1967

Mr. Joe Ewan
Department of Botany
Tulane University

New Orleans, Loulsiana

Dear Joe:

I am afraid ite over & month since your last note came and I have not answered it.
I am looking forward to your arriving here on the 22nd or 23rd of April (at your
pleasure). If everything seeme in order at that time I shall plan to drive to Col-
umbus with you., It would be good &f you to drive me back here after your talk, but
that would be a long way out of your way--if I were tc go with you at all I might
better drive somewhere scuth with you and take the plane back from there.

No luck so far in finding any suitable person for our library position, although
we have had about a half dozen anxious seekers who urgently present their claima,
To date investigation has alwaye revealed vague spois which would give one pause
before he considered making an opinion, Well, I shoul! say all but one, for we
did have here for interview the science librarian at the University of Missouri.

1 was not impressed that he was the man of all possible candddates, but I believe
he might do a good job, if not distinguished. However, he is not blind and turned
down further consijeration after a couple of days with the remark that the problems
of financing here, of marginsl benefits, of persomnel, etc., made it impoesible
for him to think of the job any further. Have I told you that at the New York
Botanical Garden Library now the staff numbers twelve and a half and that John
Reed has asked and hopes to get two more members. Our staff numbers three. This
did not jolt the director, but he hopes to jolt the board with iteeI am not sure
whether he is going to jolt them wp or jolt them down, I am never sure which way
they are going to take something--it is hard to believe that they can be jolted
enough to find the extra $2,000,000 endowment for the library alone which would be
necessary to support a staff of proper size.

No answer to my review of Wild Flowers of the United Stateszexcept acknowledgment
of receipt at McGraw Hill., I guess they are tired of the whole business, too, Bill
Steere has written a rather silly letter to Hugh Iltis protesting his remarks,
pointing out thatthe book was written not for botanists but for laymen to re-
establish their interest in botany--in other words, dear sir, piless you are not a
botanist we are going to write you an inaccurate, incomplete and unreliable book
because you won't know the difference anyway; of course, after you get a real in-
terest in botany then we will write you a good book] Stafleu and Cowan, who are both
in Madison at the moment on some pre-Congress meeting, have made very strong pro=-
teats to Hugh regarding his severity of criticism. All I can say is it must be
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Mr. Joe Ewan -2 March 10th, 1967

& very happy life to be a nice guy. I can testify as to how it is to be the other

Sorry, no more time, but what a spill-over we shall have when you and Nesta get
here. Flease don't get lost in Jefferscn Barracks this time!

Cordially yours,

GEORGE B. VAN SCHAACK
Librarian

GBVE:VE
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May 2Lth, 1966

Mr. Joe Ewan
Department of Botany
Tulane University

New Crleans, Louisiana

Dear Joe:

I was glad to find your miscellany in my mail when I returned here last
Thursday afterncon. I am indead sorry that Banister must have yet one
more round, I agree with you that what the Harvard Press reader said
certainly is high praise--just what the objection tec printing a Banister
archive instead of a Banister biography may be I fail to understand,

My trip was of varied content. Phoenix was like Hader and we got out of
it (with an air-conditioned ecar) as quickly as possible. The ride to
Flagstaff was very memorable, although already most of the flowering was
past. However, fouquieria and one of the palo verdes were in full bloom
and T was very g to see them. The Canyon South Rim did not show up
very well in the one evening we had to look at it and none of us got up
early enmough to see it in the morming light. We drove from there to
Needles (Hades squared) then to Barstow and on to Santa Barbara, where
we finally cooled off and enjoyed a morning at the botanical garden. The
ride up the coast was, as usual|yery interesting, but there was no sun.
We over-nighted in Prlo Alto ana for practical purposes there my holiday
ended, for the next morming upon starting to drive to Santa Rosa I was
taken with a severe chill, which accompanied me all the way on my mad
dash to pget to a hospital and doctor I knew about. I spent the next week
in the Santa Rosa Hoapital suffering from dehydration and associcted in-
fections, going directly from the hospital to the plane and back to

5t. Louis,

I feel fairly good again, but not very energetic and may have to return to ¢
the hospital for some sort of checkup in a few days. My mind seems to be
a blank about what you are going to do this suumer for I don't remember
that we talked about it. I hope that whatever it is will be as absorbing
as usual, More later.
With best greetings to you both.

Sincerely,

GEDRGE B. VAN SCHAACK
GBVS:VG
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CATALOGUE 46

CALIFORNIANA & WESTERN AMERICANA
for sale by
CHARLES YALE, BEOOKSELLER
955 East Green Street
Pasadena, California 91101

AR R R R R R R R
Unless otherwise noted, all books are in the orig! ablisher's cloth binding and
the condition is very good to fine, mamcmthumrw. providing
returns are made in a reasonable time. Prices are nel, postage extra.
California customers will please add the sales tax of 4 percent.

HNEW ACQUISITIONS

A. (ANGEL, MYRON) History of Placer County, Galifornis, with Ml r
and Biographical Sketches of its P: Men and Pi Oukland, Cal.:
Thompson & West, 1882, 8-3/4x12 in., illas., cloth with leather spine (rubbed),
hinges strengthened, N

*Cowan, p. 493; Howes, No. P 403, on-dhaunmummmpunl\
West county histories.

B. (TWAIN, MARK) "160L," or Oomrﬂlim AI the Soel.ll. Firesido as It Wan
in the Time of the Tudors. 1 Scott Wood. San
Francisco: Privately printed, 1924, 5x8 in., {all leather. $75, 00

*Heller- .Hnn. No. 76. Limited to 100 coples (in various bindinga) printed by
the Grabhorn Press.

'C. Webater's New In onal Diction. ,arm" Lish L ge. Second
edition, unabridged, with Springfield, Mass.: G. k Co,
Mo tiam, me " 9xi2-1/4 I.n.. mu.. mmh -indexed, fabricoid (edge of spine
slightly rubbed $45, 00

*A nice umdt&-lnmé:ﬂum, now out of print and becoming increasingly
difficult to find, 1t is still preferred by man 1o the current thizd edition,

‘D. WHEAT, CARL I. Books of the California Gold Rush. San Franciaco: The
(Colt Press, 1949. 6-3/4x10-1/4 in., illus,, boards with linen spine. $25. 00
#G, B., No, 477; limited to 500 gq:in.

E. WHEAT, CARL L 'J‘lu I‘lﬂ-n‘ Prnl af t.‘.a].tfn'ruin. Oakland: Biobonh.
1948, 8x1-1/2 in., by M Dean, fa i boards with linen
spine. $25. 00

*G. B., No. 459; limited to 400 copies printed by the Grabhorn Press.

F. WOOD, HARVEY. Personal Recollections of.... With an intraduction and
notes by John B. Goodman Il Pasadena: Privately printed, 1955, 6-1/2x9-1/2
in,, #llus, & facsimiles, hand-colored end-paper maps, boards with linen spine.

$35, 00

*Limited to 200 coples of which only 100 were for sale; printed by Grant
‘Dahlstrom at the Castle Press. But fow copies have the hand-colored end-paper
‘maps,
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TULANE UNIVERSITY
College of Aris and Sciences

NEW ORLEANS 18

e parimen! o 0"-“# 16 w 1%
S . Riohard Beals Davis
543 Noelton Drive, S.W.
Knoxville, Tenn, 37919

Dear Dick:

iiell, Dick, you will have & chance to have a good look at Banister!
for Harvard hes returned the bookseript today, The sumery of Herverd
Press's roader is thiss
"By ingenicus detective work, Ewen has treced out every screp of
infornation relating in any way to Banister and hss recornstructed
corpus of Banister's sciantific writings. The result is & kind of
Eanister archive, with copious comment, rather than a biography in
the comventionsl gense,"
This, we think, is pretty high preise. The title of the book is "John
Banister and his Naturel Fistory of Virginia® which smounts to it being
clagaified In the 500's in the Dewsy Decimal Clagsification amd mot in
the 900's with the biograrhies, It is o comsentary on botany, entomology,
malacology, "generel neturel history," and Indian lore, Our book is &
reference work, & tool for the systematist in severel fields, but with
the chapter orgenizetion, and the indices (which have not been included
this parcel as being sent et this tine), historians will f£ind a good
deal to widen their studies and deepen their understarding of the growth
of the natural sciences in the seventeenth century.
One of

the reader's comments indicates that he has scant swareness of the
botanieal implications of the book:

. "The documents to be reprinted could be of some interest bo those con=

cerned the local fhove enl faura of Virginia, Dut because Banister's

E

e feel that the naterisls relate to each other, The scant notes of Banister
in one section of his mamuscript bear on a few significant words in snother
section; to have them in the covers of onme book would bring the material

in juxtaposition for cross-reference value, When the reader says,

"In short; the reader feels that in ite present form, this mamuscript

representa really a very large collection of material, but not a book,

A muber of more technical articles én Banister's work in botany, entom=
ology, moology, and observations of the Indiens could also be produced, " we
can only reply that we do not believe this would serve scholars but only send
them scurrying through the litersture, a disservice indeed,

Well, Dick, we have been quite frenk because this is fitting and proper, To
publish the book will be tedious and costly, but we still believe most rewarding,
We certainly appreciste your willingness to have & lock at it for the University

of Tennesgee Fress,
Cordially yours,

. . Jpqerh B )
Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical TDocumentation
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L—-.\_ TULANE UNIVERSITY
College of Aris and Sciences

NEW ORLEANS 18
Depariment of Botany Bialogy Apl'il 22 3 1966

Ir, George B, Van Schaack
Librarian
Missouri Botanical Garden
2315 Tower Grove Avenue
St. Louis 10, Missouri
Dear George:
An interesting item has appeared, In Charles W, Traylen's Catalogue
no, 65, The Illustrated Book, item 378 is Philip Miller, Figures of the Most
Beautiful . . « Plants (1771), and the statement that the plates wers engraved

from drawings, smong others, of J, Bartram,’ [,“.\_ o1z ! M}

Nissen 1378 doss not indicate any difference between the first and 1771
A M com .
ed, in content, and does not list a Bariram, The catalogue of the MO. Bot, Card,
(Sturtevant books)does not indicate the number of plates in the 1771 ed,: whether
thers was dn increase over the 300 in the first., Should you happen to be browsing

through the 1771 edition, you might make a mental note whether there are more than

/

300 plates, and whether any are labeled and recognizable as drawings of J7 or _W_.
Bartram, =
Joe is so snowed under with correspondence and department problems like
rain pouring into "my" office and MARI, and complaints on the lack of care of the
building (he is "custodian" this year), that I am thinking Bartram will never gab
that final touch necessary to get if off to press, If it were the only manuscript
he were working on, I would still be concerned, How glad I am that he had the Kansas

you
break and that/were an important part in it.

Mest sincerely,

P.5. The enclosed reprint is for the £
Enmg graduats student we met interested o V
Legumes, Nesta Ewan

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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TULANE UNIVERSITY ,'
College of Aris and Sciences
NEW ORLEANS 18

Depariment of Borany

18 April 1966
Dear George:

Hesta and I returned laat kenday evening after a very full iwo weeks.

After we left Lawrence Tuea. afterncen, of 5th, with a mest werthwhile

check up in the RER and getting te knew Tom Buckman and admiring him
inmensely, we set off for Chanute teo pay a call on Floyd Hall whe haes

been writing me about once a menth long and engaging letters abeut bile-
historisal matters, He is slewly paining strength from serious operations
end I am serry we shall not have a beok frem him for he has real balance |
in the histery of exploration, His book on the histery of Hew and BEritish
explorers would have been a real centributien, Well, we stayed about 45
mimites and chatted (with difficulty fer he is quita deaf) but I am glad we
made the trip te his out-ef-the—my house. Then we went te Pitisburgh te
visit Stephen's parents, a mest plessant visit, and the next day en te
Norman, We arrived in midafternoen and went at ence te DeGolyer to see

what the holiday schedule might be and found Marcia Geedman happy te let us
work in off hours. Gearge was there and we enjoyed visits with them, weorked
in the DeGL until af'terncen of the next day, and off to Dallas, Sat. am mwe
breswed fer coupls of hours in the Texams Research Feundation Library--Denevan
Correll mas amy but the librarisn mas thers (we hed met her last year when
we stopped very briefly en way back froem Calif.)., Cakes Ames and 5.F.Blake's
libraries are there en blec, Then we drove on te see Shinners and found him
sbout to leave for Raleigh fer se. flora conference. He had had a plethere
ofspring visiters and left, after deing his income tax, with all the Sida
figures, en Sunday merning, before we departed, He is much betier than he
was and of ceurse trying te de an srrey of tasks, driving himself as usual.
Saw 8. W. Geiser and Beseis for a few minutes; they were both very well,

He is almys & big barrel of cheer, I went over all the titles at all these
loci for CEA titles scheduled te sse varisnts in copies, etc. Elliet, Sketch
is seldem complete, most ceples lack the plessary, etc. It has been very
prefitable te chack these cepies; 1ittle Imewn peints of interest came up,

We drove on to Saline and had a supper with Caroline Dormen, She has wrenched
her back and is pretty much confined te her log cabin, werking en twe children's
beoks on La, Indians, based on her lnowledge of Cadde and Chectaw tribes. It
will be a good thing I think, &he is writing a weekly celwm fer Shreveperi
newspaper on birdlere, and plans te gather the articles for beokferm, Mere fan
mail on these bird articles than anything she has ever written, she says.

On to Natchez and Pert Gibsen where we visited the lergans, Betiy Berry il wus

a student in my betany clsss meny years sgo, new HEifflin awerd winner and

her nevel,"Pursuit,"dus in June (which we saw in galley) should be v.g. reading,
Monday we stepped to visit Hareld Leisure at his Plantation Beok Shep in Hatchez,
Found soms interesting items there and stayed abeut three hours, Nesta pasturing
one room while I broswed the ether, Leisures had & shep in the Gaurter and decided
they would rather take the more lisurely life and moved about five years ago,
bought an eold heuse (built 1795) and redecorated it most charmingly, Your would
find Hareld te your taste,

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Yes, I have the xerex cepies of the Engelmann letters you list, plus one
of Josiah Hale, made in October 1963, I think you must heve breught them
back frem the xsrex job and left them tegather (perhaps at firat of the
volumes?) unfiled? You did them after I left and mailed the prints to me
pome days after my return te N.O.

After my return there wmia a small hill ef mail frem which I barely pe

over the te tonight, Lubrecht sent 2 cepies of printed folder on the
which looks attractive, There are a few small bubt anneying orrers, the mere
pesky being misquate £ram Bngelmann re Tif under the descr. of IN's Genara.
You would recegnise it at once. But I think the items will ssll, some
protty well, and I am happy te de the intreductiens which will indeed

aid the student, so ignerant of the boeks. One of Channell's students

wag visiting SMU and exhibited se ferecfully the abesnce of awaremsss of
these "Olaggicat,

Do 1ot me know, if only appreximately, when the Garden Clubs ef America
will be here. I sm conducting field trips for pl. tax. en T and Th after-
neens, end first and second Sundays, ef kay,

Thanks again, Geerge, fer all the nice things you did fer us! and all of
us, and it wes goed fun te see you. Wish you might heve come aleng of
courae but know it wes better that yeu return just then. Yeu must plan
to see Renner and the Ames books, They are terrific and so bipelar frem
the full use at SMU under Lleyd's hearty hand, At Renner the shelvas are
in cemputer perfectien sach book miting for the future; at Sk the beeks
are jestling In the living present.

With al1 the best, as almys,

b

v,

D1g1tlzed by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



April 1hth, 1966

Professor Joseph|Ewan
Department of Botany
Tulane University

New Orleans, Louisiana

Dear Joe and Neeta:

I must think of you as back in New Orleans, yBur steed at the hitching post
and your nose to the grindstone again. I hope it was a very profitable
trip from Lawrence to New Orleans.

I am most grateful to you for having made the round-about this way with
Yyour generous contribution of time and travel. I wish I might have gone
on with you, but return here shows that I made it back none too soon!

Day before yesterday we had our first meeting with the architectural firm
and preliminaries at least were very pleasant and somewhat helpful. My
own homework consists of plamning a library of two floors completely un-
related to any juxtapositions or conditions except my own fancy. FPresum=
ably from such a plan the archiject can gather what it is I feel of im-
portance in scheme and try to incorporate it into the general plan,

I pegret 1 cannot write at greater length at this moment, but must make
one query. I have just had to refer to the Engelmann letters and find
eight unaccounted for except by white slips of paper at their previous
positions bearing the following legends in pencil:

Clary, R. E. d
Carpenter
!’n.nk. F.
Gordon

Ridell

The only identification I can make of the hand is yours, Joe, and the only
connection a very faint recollection that you asked me to copy such letters
some long time ago. Do the names mean anything to you, did I copy the
letters, and do you have any idea of the date if I did? I doubt they are
lost, but I must say I don't know where they are at the moment, With all

good wishes,
Sincerely yours,
GEORGE B, VAN SCHAACK
Librarian

GBVS:VG
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March 10th, 1966

Mr. Joserh Ewan
Department of Betany
Tulane University

New Orleans, Louisiana

Dear Joe:

Your letter of February 6th is still unanswered, I am sorry to say, but not be=-
cause I have been ill, merely over-engaged.

Yes, I did see Harper's Catalogue and noted the items you menticned, We have two
copies of Miller's Figures of the original English edition and a sort of first
fascicle of the German edition, which I think is enough for this. The price for
the Trew is rather large, butl am reluctant yet to give up either of our two ex=
tra copies since all three are somewhat different, in particular in the execution
of the coloring.

I enclose the mi:sing pages from the Abrégé. As for Direr drawing for Zaluziansky
all I can say is that Z. was born in 1555 in a Bohemian town named Mnichhradisti
and died on the Gth of December,l613, at Prague, Albrecht had already been dead
many years by 1555.

Last week we were informed that the planning grant of #14,000,60 had been granted
and that we might begin to spend it. It will send me on the 15th to Fittsburgh

to see George and get space ideas by taking another look at the Hunt Library; on
the 21st to Fhiladelphia to look at APS and Wolf's new building (if he does not
bark too loudly)j on the 22nd to New York for two days and on the 24th to Cambridge
for a day and a half--I hope to stop in Bethel for the weekend on my way back.

We have some preliminary plans that we have been working on for a ecouple of months.
For arrangement I think many of the library problems have been well-solved in these,
but I am inclined to feel that the amount of use space is greatly underestimated,

I have yet to hear of a library recently built that did not find itself filling

up more rapidly than it had expected, either with material or users,

I think this grant will also send me to Kansas City to look at Linda Uall's new
addition. I am thinking that perhaps this trip could be combined with attendance
at the History of Science Society on April lst and 2nd, I don't lmow anything
about the registration for it, nor the plans for accommodating visitors, I think
I could go on the 3lst to Kansas City and still reach Lawrence late that night or
early the next morning. If you are going to leave as early as the 2hth, how about
coming around this way? Or are you making it far to the west and then north?
Perhaps you could come back here for a day or two after the conference. In any
case, it is too long since you and Nesta have been here,

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Mr, Joseph Ewan 2= March 10th, 1966

I hope you have had the lost package of Sargent letters recovered. Many thanks
for the copy which you sent me--you are eugaged in so many things I had not even
known of this, since, of course, I don't get to read the current literature amy
more, I trust with your approval I shall place this copy in the library for it
is much more needed there than in my own library.

I was pleased to have the Library Journal publish the enclosed letter smack in

the middle of the first page of a recent issue. The remarks about oversewing will
probably be noted, but I think that they are already old stuff to a few librarians
who are organizing to combat it--my principle pleasure comes from getting the first
paragraph so prominently displayed, I hope you will feel it is a good statement of
an important fact.

Do you, by the way, think of any libraries I should vieit other than those I have
indicated-=of course, in New York I shall go to N.¥.B.G., to the new Metropolitan
Museum Library; I don't really know of any others with any particular help there.
In Boston I shall go to the Gray and hope to have a conference hour with Keyes
Metealf, former librarian of Harvard and long-time most important library consul-
tant in the United States on the matter of huilding., In making cur plans to date
I have found that a botanical library to service a herbarium has a very special
problem, In a more common special scientific livrary devoted to industrial or
even non-industrial research the actual body of material which has to be easily
accessible is largely restricted to publications of the last ten or fifteem years.
In our problem practically ell of the collection has to be more or less easily and
quickly acceseible, This means a large hunk of space has to be put very close

to the heart of the herbarium which itself, of course, is occupying an even more
vast space with cases. GSo few places have this problem that it does not seem to
me there are many chances of running into good idems for a solution since the
conditions having to be faced in most other places are so different. Unless they
have made some major change in the arrangement of herbarium activities at N.Y.B.B.,
I think the new library must be vory much more remote than we have succeeded in
planning. Of course, we have yet to deal with the architect and all of the build-
ing code regulaticns--more of that orally when I see you.

I hope you are both well and not grinding it too hard--I happen to know quite a
lot about the latter operation and do not recommend it for too many years on end.
However, I have been feeling very well for several months now, as much I think
because Gates is so rewarding to work for as for any other reason,

Please think about the possibility of coming through here late in March or early
in April.

Best wishes,
Sincerely yours,
GEORGE B. VAN SCHAACK
Librarian

GBVS:VG@

Enc.
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