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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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TULANE UNIVERSITY
NEW ORLEANS, LA, 70118

Departmont of Biology 9 January 1978

John E, Beaumont
1718 Pelmer Avenue
jiew Orleans 70118

Dear lir, Beaumonti

Jogeph Ewan
Richardson Prof, of Botany
Emeritus

L/bc= G B Van Schaack
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TULANE UNIVERSITY
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70118

Department of Biology

9 January 1978

Dr, Paul Lawrence Farber
1220 &W 37
Corvallis, Oregon 97331

Dear Collesagus:

Believing we have a good many eress of mutual interest, I am
writing to introduce myself and perhaps this summer we may meet,

I notice that you are interested in Buffon; xmmm
into William Smellie and his
Immaamm-tmwd:hn_rmmm(nh
herewith), I would be interssted in your appraisal of Smellie's
use (or abuse?) of Buffon, He certsinly contributed to an interest
in the Frenchman .

ﬂ.lhaotthmainnlﬁmouum. Too, ummmum
mumnue«ornml-m,m

I reccmmend it highly--fine book and modestly priced

at about fifty dollars,

Next sumer I will be teaching the history of bi
sity of Oregon and I am sure in the course of the session there will
mammudttgmm‘;iémam%uummmm

persenal or ve Library t provenance of
interest: Inalnylmthaloqkontrw:amhnmr?. Dickey Coll,
at UCLA, for example, holds Thomas Penmant coples of interest to the
historien of biology.

55
&
:

Cordially yours,

Josérh Ewan
Richardson Prof, of Botany
Exeritua

be: G B Van Schaack
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'Prof. Joseph Ewan

|WILLIAM SMELLIE'S PHILOSOPHY OF NATURAL HISTORY (1790-1799) AND ITS
| IMPACT ON AMERICAN ACADEMIES
|

| The Philosophy of Natural History by the Scottish printer, naturalist,
|and antiquary William Smellie (1740-1795) was the first biology text to
/be used in American academies. First published in Edinburgh in 1790 the
ifirsl:: American edition appeared in Philadelphia the next year. Fourteen
{editions were published including those in Dublin and Berlin with the
ninth American printing in 1863. The 22 chapters of the original work
stressed the life relations of animals and man including ontogeny, feed-
ing habits, sexual and seasonal changes, gregariousness, effects of
domestication, longevity, and the "progressive scale of animals.
Smellie asks "why animals pra& upon one another, but seldom on their own
species--advantages derived from this seemingly destructive institution
of Nature." The Boston physician John Ware issued eight editions of
Smellie extensively adapting Smellie's text to the American scene. The
influential North American Review fostered the 1824 Ware edition, find-
ing the principal defect to be the unsatisfactory classification of
animals. At Harvard lesbtns in natural history were recited in drill-
master form from Smellie in Thomas Nuttall's, and later Asa Gray's
classes. The principal competitor in American academies was William |
Paley whose Natural Theology stressed the design in nature as evidence
of God"'s direct intervention in earthly affairs. Paley was struck by
the care bestowed by the Creator on the most trifling part of the -
organism. Paley's Natural Theology published in 1802 was patterned on
Smellie to which he referred relative to sensitivity and the Venus fly-
trap. Smellie's mild opposition to the Sexual System of Linnaeus, }
earlier raised in the first edition of the Encyclog_dia Brittanica which
he edited, must have contributed to the rise of the Natural System in
Britain that gained acceptance in the early Nineteenth Century.
Bernard Woodward mentions the many misfortunes that beset Smellie
including his unsuccessful bid for the post of professor of natural
history at the University of Edinburgh over Rev. John Walker, whose
scientific qualifications were inferior to Smellie's in the opinion of
Jardine and others. Did Smellie's defeat in Edinbureh provoke the pub-
lication of his Philosophy of Natural History the influence of which in
American classrooms, even when diluted with alterations made by Ware,
was so prominent?
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TULANE UNIVERSITY
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70118

AC 504 B65-6226
Departmont of Biology

Mardi Gras, 7 Feb 1978
Dear George,

Yesterday I posted your postal, with info that we have signed on for
Bootka, I have already agreed to talk at Boulder on our return flight
from Vancouver -- see schedule inclosed -- so our visit in April must
precede the Conference, Ed Thatcher's letter ceme in same mail shumh
with yours and I have written him on this head. I hope it will be
possible to reschedule the dates.

Incidentally this Bibliog of Cook done at lidtchell Library, Sydney,

‘ is a gem and Very reasonable., I recommend Univ Library purchase a copy

- if not on its shelves. Will be e brick in any remsrks on Coock momument.
Maggs offers it. &ee xerox.

Must be on to other letters but
with every good wish!

Joe—

Joserth Ewan
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