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Ewen - 1

When I came to Tulane in 1947 an Egyptian mumy reclined in the museum
on the fourth floor of Gibson Hall. There were cadavers on the top
floor of Richardson Memorial. A screech owl could be watched feeding
its owlet from the third floor of Gibson. A Rhinoceros beetles, the
genus Dynastes, might be seen at sundown ambling across the walks by the

old chemistry building. Shrubs, for example, Pittosporum tobira,

bloomed cheerily, wuntrimmed, as their florigens dictated. When I came
for inspection-to-hire, Prof. Hathaway took me swamping on Fourth of July.
That day he showed me how to 1ift leeches from one's legs. He assured
me, too, that water mocassins always swim away from the observer., Two
years before that I had been in a canoca at the headwaters of the Amazon,
and so I felt that I was on my way back.

Wisdom may come with age but surely thers may come Your
interest in history. Hopefully it will come as a "rational amusemant''—
1 like that phrase from the artist, dreamer, Charles Willson Peale:
"eational amusement” - - to offset what Peale called the "pain of epnui."

Now history cannot be told as it really was. Causal connections
between the infinity of events recede, and leave us only mementoes.
Even with archives. Historical facts, just as sclentific facts, are
human creations. We ask "Are they wrong?" but we cannot ask "Are the
facts complete?” Darwin wrote to Huxley in 1859 about _—
besetting insccuracies: "The difficulty is to know what to trust.”
For example, Thomas Nuttall was one of the most important naturalists
in 19th century America, he knew and collected shells, birds, plants,
minerals. Audubon wrote to Richard Harlan in 1832 "Nuttall is a gem =

a most worthy, agreeable man - quite after our heart, and I am
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G. K. HALL & CO.

97 Oliver Street
Boston 10, Massachusetts

March 7, 1960

¥r. Joseph Ewan
Professor of Botany
Tulane University
New Orleans 18, La,

Re: Index to Grass Species
Dear Professor Ewan:
Meany thanks for your helpful letter of 29 February.

We included a sample half page of the Index to Grass Species to
show the format of the cards and the information contained on
them. We certainly should have checked the alphabetization more

carefully, as you point out,

Of course, when Mrs. Chase has finished her revision, the cards
will be strictly in the right order and this is how the Index
will eventually be published.

Again, may we thank you for your interest and your constructive

remarks,
Very sincerely yours,
G. K. HALL & CO.
Hubert W, Dean

HWD/sf

Enclosure
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TULANE UNIVERSITY
College of Arts and Sciences
NEW ORLEANS 18

Department of Botany
23 March 1560

Desr George:

Fleased indeed to have the Humboldt Essai--nice copy and very interesting on many
counts, Thanks, too, for the copy of the Kew circular of historic exhibits, inecl.
those prepered by my former student Gordon Deflolf, now on the Kew staff, I had
provided some msterials for him, re Frencis Masson in Canada, but had not seen the
brochure that you sent along.

Here's the reply from G. K. Hall & Co. relative to the grass index.

Mr, Mostert, Amaryllis grower from Iransveal, kin of mathematics vrofessor on this
faculty, Faul Mostert, tells me that he bvisited the MBEG last week, and thet the
pelme thet might heve been scclimeiized in the climstron heve perished. You would
heve been plesged to see the four students in palebbotany this morning hendling the
unreal Ginkgo lesves that once held converstaion, so to spesk, with dincssurs. I
refer to the immensely interesting flsccid lvs. of those stump sprouts harvested last
summer and most kindly dispatched to N.O. after our deperture. I ssked Welden to
put them in F.i.A. &nd they have kept very well.

Henry Huntington Librery has swarded me s summer fellowship snd so we shall be there
for 6-7 weeks, then on to the Sutro Librery et S.F., working of course on Banisters,
their lives end times. Work on John Banister ms. is progressing nicely; 3/5 wey to
end of plant catelogue which is the slow job, identifying all the some 365 polynomials
as we go. ?ing them intc Flukenet's plates, ete.

o chance of seeing you thie Spring? THEN do you expect to teke that vacstion?
New Orleans is lovely, so lovely now. Unseesonable season has held back the
blooms snd now we have the crescendo.

With very best end my thanks in continuum,

@qw/
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TULANE UNIVERSITY
NEW ORLEANS, LA, 70118

Sifmive of By 26 October 1974
Dear George:

e are most encouraged to hear you are mending bodily!

Thanks so much for your letter of 16th and herewith is
&n exhibit of Hafner ads that you mentioned. The 1970

ad is prior to Quigley or in Harry Lubrecht’s regime,

It is essentislly the same ss eerlier versions.

dctually "honored drewings from the first edition" is
born of the Maem office, in any event not my language.
But from the preface specimens my language was used
freely, The price, $42,50, is as announced in 1970
and before ,ha no'%penaaed-.

I'm back from Fhila where I conferred with Roderick
Stinehour on the format of the Pa Hort Soc publ that
I am writing on history of Fhila horticulture for
176, Stinehour as you may imagine is a most genial
pleasant soul, He designed the Vim Bartrem AFS volume,
and the lorton Arbor catalogue.

Catesby is coming out in two forms, as noticed in the
NYTIMES Book Rev ad xerox herswith., Roderick brought
an advanced copy of the mini ed. of the Catesby with
him to Phila and it is very attractive indeed,

411 for now, with great good wishes from both of us,

Ver




HAFNER PRESS
A DIVISION OF MACMILLAN PUBLISHING CO.; ING.
866 Third Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022

November 26, 1974

Mr. George B. Van Schaack
1964 Harris Street
Eugene, Oregon 97405

Dear Mr. Van Schaack:

Thank you very much for your letter of November 8. You are most
generous in calling our attention to the serious omission in our ad-

vertisement for Flora Boreali Americana in the September issue of

THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF BOTANY.

Professor Ewan is a valued friend of this firm and the scholarly
work he has done on this series is highly regarded, thus making our
omission all the more disconcerting. [ take responsibility because,
although I did not write the copy, 1 did review it and approve the ad.
But 1 assure you that the omission of his name and the failure to
mention his fine introduction had its roots in simple error and not
in any motive to slight either intellectualism or our valued friend,
Professor Ewan.

1 have asked our publicity person to send a release to the AJB ex-
plaining this omission so their readers may have a chance to learn

of Professor Ewan's work which gives this facsimile reprint its chief
value.

Sincerely,

@ -

Edward ]. Quigley
Director

EJQ/rp

cc: Professor Joseph Ewan
Mary Mazziotti
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Biolory 495 Schedule of Tonics in History of Biological Ideas

June

July

summer 1978

20 - Introductory remarks; bioclogical events in their contemporary world--
thinking horizontally; "necklace of history" and prinecipal themes
21 - Impact of man on his environment, inter-relationships of his activities;
custom, symbolism, migraticns of Man, his cultivars, domesticates
20 . Awareness of biol. concepts among primitive pecrles, South Asia, Fertile
Crascent, Egypt, races of Man and his domestiactes, cereals, etc.
26 - Zarly Greek biology, Thales, Hippocrates, Pythagorean Doctrine of Opposites, etc.
27 - Aristotle as a biologist
28 . Theophrastus as the "Father of botany"
- Herochilus, School of Salerno, Galen; Roman contributions, Pliny, etec,
Year_Tast Period: role of Apabs in transmission of lmowledge, Jewish merchants
3 .- Early Renascent Period: nec-Aristotelean biclogy; plagues of 1348, etc.
scholastieism; founding of universities
5 . Introduction of printing by movable type; role of vgrages, colenization; Chaucer
and the sources of his biology.
§ - Biological illustration of Durer, Leonardo da Vinei, Botticelli, in the world
of the herbalists
10 - Beginnings of plant classification as recorded in the herbals
11 - Elizabethan Pericd: bioclogy of Sahkespeare, Robert Bacon and anti-scholasticism
12 - Founding of scientific sccieties, botanic gardens, private cabinets, zcological
colls, rise of patrons, role of "Companies" E.I.C. otc.)
Role of voyages in rise of plant eclassification schemes; Royal Society, etc.
13 - Beginnings of differentiation in biol. sciences: microscope, histology, anatomy,
physiclogy as a field of investigation.
Beginnings of paleontology: "testis diluviae" "formed stones" and impact of
religious dogma on bioclogy
17-18-19-20-24 Zxamination of important landzarks in biological literature, meet in
Special Collections, University Library.
25 - Codified differantiation, importance of terminologyin advance of sciences,
rise of comparative anatomy, cytology from histology, embryoclegy from anatomy,
organic chemistry from inorganic chemistry, etc. Cell Theory; synthesis of urea,
erbryo sac concepts, alternation of generations, lim ited growth, etc.
26 - Humboldt and his coterie; blogeography
27 - Darwin and his associates: impact of Darwin on conceps of classification, ete.
on the "uniqueness of Man," "Fixity of Species," etc.
31 - Rise of institutionalized research; university departments; museums,
field stations, covernment sponscred expeditions, it ernational exchanges
of scholars, collections, etc.

August 1 Mendelian papers; pangenesis; Organismal Theory; identification of chromosome;

.

Pasteur; Claude Bernard
2 Improvement of the microscope, cameras, advances in chemistry; rise of graduate
schools of biclogy--German universities; international congresses; state
ccientific socities; land grant colleges and opening of the West
Birth of genetics; wedding of cytology and gemetics; Drosophila and Zea mays
Team research; advances in microspopy; proliferation 'of journals [P
nArt of scientific investigation" --Fleming's "playirg about" ; Haldane,
Julian Juxley, Zussell, popularization of biclogy; role of the amateur
@ TWhat of the futura?

Rl B
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How Many Botany Books Did Thomas Jefferson Own?

by Joseph Ewan

Five botany books that Jefferson owned shown here in matching opened al title pages, Persoon’s Enchiridium in two volumes, topped
copies. Humboldt's classic on plant geography in the foreground. by Miller's Gardener's Dictionary, eighth edition
Michaux's folio on American oaks and Tournefort’s Instiiuliones,
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May 21, 1962

Professor Joseph Evan
Dapte of Botany

Tulane Universit

Now Orleana 18, tcuhiam

Dear Joe:

Very pleaged to hear that you will all be able to sta
ever next Nonday night and be assured | shall do my bast to try {a
persuade at least some of you to a{az somewhat longer. By all means
plan to spend sors time at tha zoo, but | am not ot all sura you will
get thers in time to call we at the Garden (new number TO 50440,
after 5 o'clock TO 5-0444) for Columbia is on atandard time, one
hour slower than St. Louis 2nd you should not plan on being able to
make the trip horo any at all befors 4230, If | do not hear from
you by 5 &'clock, | shall go home where the number is HU 1-$588,
where { shall expect to haar from yous

| think | have dotermined the grass correctly and enly wonder
if anything can be done about its contrel.

1 hope the slides have reached you safaly by this timss
Your copy of Hort. Blag. arrived safsly and | can imagine with what
reluctance parted with ite | hope the one | sent you has reached
you and will not pain you too mushe Don'i forget to let ue tale this
matisr up when you are herce

iy the wayy you did not indicate whether the would be
coming or noty not that % rakes any particular difference from the
standpoint of my arrangements.

With antigipation of seaing all of you =

Sincersly,

George B Van Schaack
. Librarian
CeVSinr

Enecle (1)
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tay 21, 1962

Ure Robert Shoop

Dopte of Zoo

Tulane Unjvers tw

tlow Orleans 19, isiana

Doar lire Shoopd

woad
The troublosome pond/about which ,rr:u 4altkad to Joseph Ewan
geans tn be ochloa caroliensis Beauve is is mative to all the
states along coast from torth Caroline to Taxass in ponds and
slon flowing strawms and s fraquently considored to ba a real nule-
sancoe

Our loeal agronony student, Tre Raymond Freeborg says
that control of such weeds is by no means simples He has had no' °
exparfence with this 'gu.rtieu!nr one himself but succests tha of
Tolvar or Karmox (different names for the same DuPont p!'oductg:.
This is not inexpensive andy while probably the bast Tor removing
the wedy may have undesirable side offootse In particulary it
would probably kill = corsiderable amount of wator Tauma and if there
is any drainage, it will kill plants below the ponds 1t may also kill
or sariously injure deagirable plants growing along tho shoresy even
including tresss Sedium arvenite {s another preduct which can be
usedy but its application is "touchy" and should only b usaed in the
hands of a professionnle

| should think thal since this secms to ba a troublesone
woed in soveral of the southern atatesy ore of them nt least must
have published a fairly extensive manual en its

| trust tho above information will be holpful in controlling

the prasse
Sincerely yoursy
Coorge Be Van Schaack
= Librarian
GBVSTnr

ot Prof, Joseph Evan

=4
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- . TULANE UNIVERSITY
College of Artr and Sciences
7 NEW ORLEANS 18

Depariment of Botany

Sat, 19 May 1962
Dear George:

Yes, Dorothy is travelling to Columbia with K & D in their Olds
statiomagon--which will permit her to stretch out on occasion--
leaving on Friday next, 25th, Nesta and I plan to leave on morning

of 23rd and stop to see Caroline Uormon at Saline, and Leonard Hall

at Caledonia, Mo., and arrive at Columbia Sat. morning in time to

chat with one or itwo of M's professors. Commencement is Monday a.m,
and we hope to leave Columbia at noon and drive on to 5t Louis in time
to visit the zoo, K and D and J 21l like zoos and I suggest that we
phone you at the garden (FR 6-5567) when we arrive in town. lesta and
I will have sleeping bags-€li I think) and if we may chink in with the
minimim arrangements on your part(l) we shall plan to lodge with you
Monday, 20th, and depart on Tues, “ut you must not plan on feeding all
the troop! Rather let us take you out to some place of your suggestion
Honday evening., I'm not positive put M will likely be returning with
us, and e hontls later than K,U, and Dick, on Eunesday, so we
may have some chanc€ to do a little conferring on bibliog. matters, as
you see fimg fit, We shall not be under pressure to return to N.O0. but
shall have to get back without too much delay for many domestic reasons,
I'm not teaching summer session.

I'm really pleased to have the Eicones et commentarii, copies of last
received, Slides not hereyet, It was most thoughtful of you to send

this materiall It will be used with enthusiasm in my course. I've long
thought of having 2x2 slides made of several items in Army Med, Library
(Vesalius, Coiter, etc,) for such use but time never seems to permit the
arrangements, So far the class has been small enough to circle 'round

rbr room table to see the items, but then the student would profit from
some prelimiary instruction. I thoboughly agree with the matter of copying
and distr, the materials, Jack Sharp wrote asking for my hist. of biol,
syllabus and I'm having to make the same remark to him,

Webb writes that the first reader's report is in, copy sent me, and most
favorable for publ, --this is Wisc, Press-- that the decisign will come
after the second reader's report is in hopefully next month,

This grass identificstion is one of those requests hanging on commonweal
of the university--person sufferring from the grass in his pond is a
sort of important henefactor of ths university, Otherwise I would not
confront you with it. 4nd, too, if this is not very obvious--Glyceria
or such--let me put it up to Jason or someone you suggest,

Hastily but most cordially,

—_—

Jo—
% D¢ mwob&«-% 74 Mrpn-ufﬁ-o?
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. . TULANE UNIVERSITY
= # The College of Aris and Sciences
J NEW ORLEANS 18
o 5oy
19 May 1962
Ir. Ceorge B. VanSchaack
Missouri Botanical Oarden
St Louis 10

Dear Ceorge:

This grass is !'taking' an artificial
mmwraﬁ.sh,hmaaa. of
Pollock, used for ornamental purposes
and fishing (bass-bluegill), The stems
have remarkable ability to elongate so
that they adjust to varying depths of

four/  water from O to/ki*feet. It is stolonifercus
and in a sense Stands on its own shoulders
to fi1l the lake, Soil= clay-sandy.

Yes, owner is anxious to learn if herb-
icides will curb should phenomenal growth
though the first errand is identification
and with the identity corrective measures
may be pursued later,

::Jn/

Joseph Ewan
Prof, of Hotany

cs Robt, Shoop
#/ lake is 12 ft. deep.

M’iwﬁjﬂw




April 23, 1962

Professor Joseph Ewan
Ihpto of Bota

Tulane Universit

New Orleand, Louisiana

Dear Joe:

Tempus fugit and | haven't answered your last leiter. | was
very glad to hear that you thought well of my Horts bles. idea. | only hope
tl'u{ you have not long since sent your copy to us because it hasn't arrived.
{ean suspect you haven't for | can imagine the number of things you have
o dos

| suppose you already have a copy of Cameron's 'Sir Joseph
Banks' published in 1952 for 25 shillings. ¥t has recently been, and
haps still is, available at Francis Edwards, P3 Marylebone High Street,
ons a1y England for 8 shillings/6 pence. Vith postage, ete., our
bill came to 10 shillings.

| am hoping to get down to stop over a night or two with you
in mid=June or just a little later. | am to go to Miami for the Rare
Book Conference June 15 and 16 and very thably to stay over until
June 19 to hang out our shingle at the ALA Conferences The likely time
for my coming would be the evening of the 19th, probably to return on
the 21st. | still would like also to go to the Ithaca meetin s and we
shall talk about that when | get to see you.

Last Friday was Wrs, Chase's 93rd birthday. | wrote her a
letter; not really cxpacting to have any answer, but this morning | found
a posteard with a picture of Franklinia on it and appropriate remarks
on the backs When | saw her at Christmas time, she seemed somewhat
diminished but this card shows somewhat renewed vigor.

The director of Biological Abstracts, G. Uiles Conrad, did
not take umbrade at my letter and did take the trouble to writs me two
in answer. Unfortunately, | find his thinking fuzz{ and don't feel
hat he takes the matter culturally seriously, only administratively serious-
ly. MNore about that when | sce you.

| hope that everything is noing much better and that you are
having an encouraging spring. Jith best wishes to all

Sincerely yoursy
Ceorge B. Van Schaack

rarian
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tay 10, 1962

Professor Joseph Ewan
Depts of Cota

Tulane Universit

New Orleansy Louisiana
Dear Joe:

Many thenks for your letter of ten r!ag: agos | am glad to hear
that Dorothy is petting along so wells 1% can't bsy however, that you are
u?uting to bring her all the way up to Columbia the end of the monthy ean
it | can' ima.ine that you would find it convenient to go throuih St. Louis
or that you would have time to stop. However, as | hope you know, | should
be very zappy to see any and all of you and do for you what | couldy so to
whatever extent you may find it conveniont, please count on my assistances

| shall not be able to stop with you on my way south to Miami
but | am planning to stay with you on return over Saturday night, currently
at least expecting to pet to New Orleans "ednesday night. The young man,
who had applied for the pesition herey has taken employment elsowhere, so
| shall probably want to stay ot Miami three full days in the hope of running
into sene other candidates.

| don't understand your remark about Mrs. Eisendrath's paper but
wa will go into that when | see yous | recently gave a talk {o her class
on the early herbals, for which | made soms Fifty or sixt{ slidess In doing
g0 | made a duplicate for you and am sending them to you this week, topether
with (| mean separately from) the substance of my remarks (enclosed) and
in yet another package some copies of the mimeographed sheets | pnssed out.

‘The mumbers in the parenthesés of the manuseript refer to the numbers on the

slides which | sent you in the erder of use, not numerically arranged. The
unusorlpi is cortainly of no monalary valua but represents a considerable
amount of work and | am just hard-headed enough to feel that it shouldn't
be passed around or copieds MNaturally, however | sheuld be very pleased to
have you make any personal or class use of it which you might care to.
Best greetings to everybody.

Sincerely yours,

George B, Van Schaack

Librarian
GBVStnr

Encl. (4)
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January 23, 1962

Profiessor Joseph Ewan
Botany Department
Tulane Universit
New Orleans, Loulsiana

Daar Joe:

| hope the long time since | have heard from rou does not mean that there
has been a serious setback in Dorothy's recovery and | am hoping only that it means
you are finding time to work at petting caught up.

| had a most interesting trio in the East, which | wish you were here to

talk about for there is entirely too much to write abouts HNothing special in
Cambridge except to find lra. Schwartan in the hospital with what was variousl
reported as exhaustion, high blook pressure and shock. All of these could -.ﬁ'

be sorrect for what she has tried to do in the Gray Herbarium Library all by '
herself is enough for at least three peocple. In lew York Miss Hall gave me a
rollicking day, showing me many reasons why she should be in the hospital also, but
| puess she is more rugued, That library fimllz has about five and one<half
memberss | spent one afterncon at the Morgan Library, first admiring the beauti-
ful display in the public room and then examining their various copies of llacer
Floriduse In Philadelphia | spent the evening with lda Langman and her husband.
The next morning | spent with lrs. Phillips and lr. Olsony the while impressed by
- their really wonderful eollection in pretty pood shape and thoroughly eatalogued.
Most of the afternoon was taken up by a visit to the new A. P. S. Library where
Urs. Hess was very cordial and where Ur. Smith, the new documents 1ibrarian, showed
me their five story vault and William Spawny their restoring activities. Vashington
was scarcely a letdown for | went out to Dumbarton Oaks to see lrse Eliss's Library,
which | wonder whether you have visiteds [t isy as {nu knowy devoled to garden
design but contains many strietly floral works usually in most sumptuous binding.

It was another period of drooll

The last stop was Pittsburgh, where | spent a day with Ceorge Lawrence.
Right here and now | say | must hand it to Mrs. Hunt for knowledge of what she was
about and taste in execution. She has made a fabulous collection, obviously always
with conscious direction, and has now provided adequate and very comfortable
quarters for its use and study, clearly expensive but in such extremely good taste
that one simply can not feel money was wasted; although very few could ever hope
to do the same kind of thing. WMany of the 180 bindings she has herself done are
on dllﬂay and each is such a fine piece of work, it would be difficult to pick a
favorites GCeorge Lawrence has taken to his new activities like a duck to water.
Added to his natural charm, the bibliophilic overlay mkes the experience of being
with him a real delights | do hope you will soon have an opportunity te spend
some time in Pittsburgh,
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Professor Joseph Ewan January 23, 1962
Tulane Universit
New Orleans, Louisiana

The onclosed copy of a letter is pretty nearly self-explanatory. | will
only add to refrash your mind that abou! a ;ur or so ago | took the same matter
up with Turrilly only to receive a brush-off. Uhen | mentioned this to Lawrence,
he remarked, "OH; Turrill wouldn't know anything about books."

Paople asked about you along the way, having especially missed the current
issue of the Dalta News and being ignorant of the probable reason. | missed it too,
but | think you are wise not to push it through. Ue all hope you will have plenty
of time and energy for the 1962 issue and lots of good news to report.

As ever -
Sincerely yours,
Ceorge B Yan Schaack
Librarian
GBVSinr
Encle (1)
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March 29, 1962

Professor Joseph Ewan

Botany Department Nesrmaam

Tulane University
New Orleansy Louisiana

Dear Joe:

| hope the enclosed copy of my letter to Biological Abstracts
will divert you more than depress you, certainly divert you more tha- it
dejressed me, for | think it is a modorately serious matter when an
enterprise sponsored by scientists hooks on to the grocer misrepresenta=
tions of commergial advertising.

| have a small proposition to make to you which may not interest

at ally on the other hand it may. Perhaps you recall our copy of
z;:"rlsan's Horts Blcs. Ve have discussed it before and decided we might
have it completely laminated and then bound, So the other night | took it
all apart trying to figure out what to do with it and it now lies in its
naked patherings; all the leaves in tact but most of the folds broken.
Considering its purely reference character, even in this condition it is
eminently useful by a single individuzl who would have its preservation
at heart. My proE:aition is to present it to you in return for the
privilege of purchasing from yousat whatever price you consider the
present market to be, your own copy which | believe you acquired a
couple of years ago (assuming, of course, that that copy would be in
a good shape, which a library copy ought to be)s This would solve our
problem much more cheaply than | see any other way of solving it. It
would give you a usable copy for the reference you would need to make in
:: andtm}d provide you some funds to purchase something else you don't

ve at all.

| hope the box of miscellanea reached you safely. | shall soon
send you the Francé.

| am plad to hear that Dorothy is crngrening and hope that she
u¥ soon look forward to being up aga{n. our spring must be with you and be
ho“mng to raise jour spirits, ours is just starting, one of my Forsythia
bushes coming into bloom yesterday.

Lots more later. Best wishes to all.
Sincerely yours,

George EB. Van Schaack
Librarian
GBVSinr
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TULANE UNIVERSITY

College of Arts and Sciences
NEW ORLEANS 18

Department of Botasy 22 Nevember 1961
Desr George:

Yours of October 31st | axcited my intersst, not to mentien my appreciatien fer your
kind words and good wishes, Dorothy ie finslly gaining ground sgaist the infectlen,
it would seem from the fact that for first time yesterdsy there was mo drainage from
the site, We hope she will ba heme by December lst, She is looking, feeling, and
talking better, with setbacks frem a third inf=ction spet that ceme te light sbout
two weeks, just when we were thinking hew well she locked, Bui new it =dde up te

we think substantial recovery. We shall sll be greteful to have her home.

We hope you are having some fun with Eanistsr and that it is not distressing te make
out what we have written. I've net heard from Kugh, so 1 presume he teo is going &t
the problem with = lancer's spirit.

I'm writing to Beb Hecht re the liatthielus. Thank you for the detailed memorandum.

I like your plan for & puide to the Stursevant Collection as per your sample pp. snd
liet of heads, &ll returned herewith, 1've made comments on the nine list of heads

but find nothing te disagree with on the four ssmple citations which I've labelled I-IV.
I've made x=rox ceples of these five pp, end so we mey refsr back and forth te peints
reised by either of us in the shaping of poliey, Xerox is s wonderful tesl! Just te
ghow you how useful it méy be, I'm ssnding my xerox copy of the page of heads, to show
how the handwriting comes out aleng with typing. ten cents per page.

I've alse sent a page from Moraes since it illustrates some points rather well, These
mey besr on points in the future debelopment of yeur guide to the Collectien but ne
harm in thinking about the medus operamdi early.

Yes, I was invited to Hunt Library opening but hed te decline, I frankly lecked upen
the whole £ffair, perhape mistekenly, as social rather than serious ard 1 just ceuld

not cee meking the seversl arrangemsnts necessary to ge with this pervading sense,

I do feel that the MBEG Library eheuld have been represented! I should be mest inter-
ested to know who wes inmvited; I shall know in due time but 1'm curieus teday.

Mrs, Mangum Weeks of Alexandris, Va., snd her husband, interested in Catesby, were
here about & week sge. They ssid that George Lawrence wes/has been in hespital--no
details,

The puff that came ss 'keepsske' was Fomposis huntlise huntiass, &lias tymical

Now, my deer Georgs, volume Iwo hes srrived, as with yeu, ne doubt. I'm rsther impressed
with this secend velume, snd it dess have high interest. I must concede Nesta's antidotsl
thought e my own impulse: you ere fortunate that there is e Rachel Hunt. I den't knew,
but I semshow just like Diane beiter, If Stevensen wrete this second volume text I'd

say he is & sharp bichistorien! Vhere's he been all these yeera? He has put a let ef
interesting background mstter in the commentary; your "Specail Notes! ssctien.

411 for now, with werm regards,
S
€

Josaph Ewan
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October 31, 1961

Professor Joseph Ewan
Dept. of Botany
Tulane Universit

New Orleans 18' .

Dear Joe!

| was glad to get your letter last weck with the news that Dorothy is definitely
improving. But | hope that your next letter will report that her improvement is more
rapid.

| am pleased also to receive the Banister Bia?ruphy which | shall be inter-
ested to reads | am making my perusal of it an official matter, so its return to
you should be covered at this end and accordingly | herewith return your postage

stamps.

| finally got down to Bob Hecht's last evening and,after having dinner with
him, we brought out here the two volume which you had seen but had not completely
jdentified. One of them consists of two Seandimavian works bound together, Pritzel
2453 and 5310, neither of which we had in the library so | am pleased to add them to
our collection.

The other item, Theatrum Botanicum (the folio size volume) is Pritzel 10532
(1696). As indicated under the latter number, it stems from llatthioli and the work
would seem to be the next to last edition of his Commentarii (the last in the Zwinger
line)s The same item is listed in Nissen 1311, Ve have a copy of the work and Bob's
upz is accordingly for sale and, because of its incompleteness, he is ready to part
with it for a very reasonable amount. Although | had first told him 25.00 might be
thaty | am inclined to think that 515.0" or 518.00 is enoush and that he would take
it (E:I;l':ps even lessj he said he would let you set the price if you wanted the book).
The lacks its initial leaf containing a half title on a full page cut, and it also
lacks the first leaf of the preface. In the text, itself, it lacks pages 285-278,
291-294, 545-46 and a large portion of 535-536. The other missing parts belony to
the various Register of whichy | believe, there are four in German, Latin, Greek and
French covering 53 pages in all, of which 34 are lacking.

| am sorry that | neglected to talk to you in flinnesota about the 15th and

16th century catalogue | had earlier spoken of. Your initial reaction that the
elaborate catalogue | proposed was inadvisable, coupled with essays in a few titles
3 la Jane Quinby dissuaded me from my initial courses But by the time | saw you in
Minnesota | had not had time to formulate another. With this letter | enclose four
sets containing onffmln solutions between the earlier listing (copied at the
bottom of each sheet) and the CQui type. For three of them there is a direct

rison because the titles are also in the Hunt Catalogue. Enclosed also is a
list of the items at least to be considered for -ach title. If you think it is
worth going ahead with such a catalogue, it would be most helpful of you to be as
eritical as you can of this outline and its working out in the four instances presented.
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Profegsor Joseph Ewan 2= October 31, 1961
Tulane University
Orleans, Las

The overall object would be to get a list in which the items are unequivecally,
but not exhaustively, identified as bibliographic items and then "personalized" as
parts of this particular collection, Further | wonder whether there should be any
such category as | have labeled 'special notes'. For a large number of people

who may usesuch a catalojue these latter remarks would be wholly gratuitousj for
quite a number of others they might be informative. (I am supported in this view
by having a scientific staff member, who has been connected with this institution
for over 30 years,remark the other day that our oldes! book was the Hortus' Sanitatis
(of 1511) wholly ignoring our five incunabula.) There would be no question here of
a revision, merely a simple reporting of a few of the high spots as might be found
in Nissen, Meyer, Blunt, etce If you find time to make any criticisms, please

feel free to write directly on the sheets | have sent you.

| am wondering if you were one of those to be invited to the opening of the
Hunt Library. Perhaps Dr. Went was invited but so far as | know, no invitation
was sent to the Garden. | suspect that whether you were invited or not you
received a copy of the blurb that went with the opening and if you did, you must
have been charmed again bK the frontispiece. Since the brochure was printed, two
more have been added to the staff so that the group in the penthouse now numbers
eleven.

Now | must pet back to work.
As ever = best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

George B. Van Schaack
Librarian

GBVSinr
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October 9 1961

Profassor Joseph Ewan
Doperiment of Botony
Tulane University
tow Orleansy La.

Doar Joe:

Thank you for your letters of last Friday and today. | am sorry
to hear that Derothy has been delayed in her recovery but hape that
one of the many wodern miracle drups will soon dea) with tha infection.
| am sure you were plod to have both bor and Nesta back apain and |
know Nesta wmust b2  lad to cet hore. liany thanks also for the copy of the
syllabua for your history course. But it has made my face rud to read
I{ for ignorance is colossal. | can only repeat that | should like
to bo sble to take the couree with you.

The enclosure is very interesting and in spots a bit amusing.
The plans seem very larpe and yet more or less justly so. But whather
we live in a world where funds for this sort of thing are forthcoming
when it seems we need to build underground shelters is a question.

Thanks too for your words about the Botany Subject Index, es-
pecially Verdoorn's ramsrk. We shall, of course, purchase the work
with all of this supports | heard from Hall last week that only five
copies of this printing remain. | hope you will be able to get your
order in very soon.

As aver -
Cordially,

George Be Van Schaack
Librarian
GBVSinr

Enclosure
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\s TULANE UNIVERSITY
The College of Aris and Sciences
NEW ORLEANS 18

Department of Botany

23 August 1961

Dear George:

+*
I suggest you write me E
¢/o Dr. John H. Moe PHoNE

416 Marquette Bank Bldg.= FE dewd

Minneapolis 2 q9-8976
a8 to your September plans and where and when
we shall meet you. We are due to arrive there
Friday morning, Sept. 8th. Conference with Dr.
Moe is for one o'clock. At the moment we have
no idea where we shall be lodging.

Raining for second time today with full sun
in betwwen.Exceptional summer for rain this.

We have just acquired the delightful Helen
Maria Williams' ed. of Humboldt's Travels.

to complete my set. Very interesting. Two
volumes were evidently sturdy sellers then
slump set in and though five more vols. were
published, to 1827, these later vols. are not
common. UC Berkeley has an incompl. set——incl.
Bancréft so you can see. W&W have been in corresp.
with me about this item, with view to reprint
plan but decided against it. In follow up they
remembered that I mentioned lacking these vols.
and they came along. It is wonderful to have
partners in zeal.

In haste,
with best regardu,

; . Jog
*,%J,mwzww
Wil Hot wenh for Scomple.
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March 14, 1962

Professor Joseph Ewan
Botany Department
Tulans Unjversit
New Orleans, Louisiana

Dear Joe:

| was very glad to get your letter the other day with the good naws that
Dorothy is making such amllon{ progresse | h that Dr. Moe found everything in
order and that he was able to make the changes which you anticipated.

| am sure you will want a copy of the enclosed clipping for your files and
may not have obtained one in any other ways | am indeed very sorry | never got
around to meeting Mr. Palmer, for he must have been a varzolniorutlng man. |
am glad he had the good sense to leave his herbarium to the university and suspect
it was not wholly accidental that-he didn't leave it to the garden. | think you
ean extrapolate from here.

| suspect you got Lundberg's Catalogue 108 this week but call
attention to three items in it just in case you haven't had time to look at it.
Nos 293, Kew Bulletin for 1933, at 85,00 is a buy if you don't have a and think
shoulds 305a perhaps is something which should be in Tulane librar
although it is somewhat incomplete. This is LAWARCH and POIRET. Eneyel e
Methodique. Botanique, Supploment, and |llustrations des Genres, with Plates.
in 24 volumes, 4to and small folic, original boardsy uncut, Paris, 1789=1816. at
$125.00. Encyclopedie lethodique, volse 1-8; 1789=12908. Supplement, vols. 1-4
1 (of 5), 101018160  111ustrations des Gonres | (496pp.)s 1791 and 11 (136ppe)
+ Plates 1-900 (of 1000) in 9 volss 1791=1793, The "lllustrations des Cenre
distributed through the Plate volumess It doesn't seem to me that the price is too
high and | can't remember that | have seen any copy for sale. Fimallyy | think
Nos 393 is a very definite buy. This is SARGENT, C. S. The Silva of Nerth Amerieca.
14 velumes, 740 plates. mﬁm beards, uncut. Boston, 1891-1903.
An u—llbrarz sety with embossed s on titl ess Fine internally but
most of the bindings are soiled — $250,00. The ofiset reprint is 200,00 and
here are all the plates in Riocreux's magnificent roulette engravingse

By the wayy could you use a set of Francé Das Leben der Pflanzen. It is in
seven or sight volumes you know and very well illustrated, and | think you would
find it most useful for your classe If you want it, it can be sent as a donate.

thanks for the copy of the s ium proceedings, which | should be
very plad to have if for no other reason than to have it remind me from time to
time of the really pleasant occasion that the symposium was.

Thank you also for sending along the Coe bibliography and associated notes.

Just at the moment | haven't time to remark on any of them but found them very
interesting and shall have something te say later.
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+ Professor Joseph Ewan 2= March 14, 1962
Tulane University
New Orleans; Las

The virus has worked itself into a real seizure and | think '} oan be said
to have a serious cass of bibliomanias | find If over here practically every
night and alth | am trying at the moment just to make a preliminary catal
up to 1700, se that | have the whole thing in a single list, nearly every wannfn.g
finds me puzzling over some odd item or othar for more than half my time. The
other nighty for exampley | found we have two copies of Ray's European Plants of
1694, both incompletey but as a pair giving the complete work. Keynea did not
entirely understand the copies he saw and made a mistake in the descriptions
This is obvicusly not important but somehow or other fascinating. Immediately
thereafter,; | found a of Ray's Brief Dissertation of 1696 bound in the back
of a lnnf worky | foriot t at the moments Keynes could account for only eight
copiesy two in the British Museums Then tipped in behind this was the announce-
ment blurb of Tournefert's 1700th edition of Institutiones, and so it poess
Grubbing around in another place last night, | found our two copics of Linnaeus'
Orbis Eruditie WMarkoed in ono of themy it says only four coples known. Ule have
two. Actiually there are sewral others but obab‘{y less than ten all told.
Pritzel saw ona. This matier of owning duplicates of very rare books puzzles me
a littles Do you think we roally should keop both of these copies? Neither
one is annotatedj one complotely urmarked is beautifully bound, while the other
is unbound and a little dilapldated but complete and has a deleted signature on
the title s the imprint written in old brown ink and on the last pape Sommus
Plantarum Brehms This doesn't seem to me to be a terribly important association
copy and it alwost seems to me it would bo better to have it doposited somewhere
else. |In fact it could be cleaned up vary nlu!z and bound buty of course, at the
moment there is no senss in thinking of such a thing, bocause whatever we might
get for ity from $100.00 to 5$125.00, would go to finance an Indonesian dinner,
which seems to be our latest publicity atunts

| should certainly like to go to the History of Science Congress and
have asked to be kept informed of the planey but | am not too hopeful of bai
able to get awaye On tha other handy twenty years from now | won' t be able te
go at all, so maybe | shall tr]r to go an{hw. 1"11 keep thinking about it.
Right nowy | have to stop writing and get upstajrs to see my volunteer grass
herbarium assistantsy ao more at anothar time.

Lots of luck with the botanical garden and best preetings to alls
Sinceraly yoursy

Coorge Bs Van Schsack
Librarian

GBVSinr

Encls (1)
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Degember 12, 1961

Professor Joseph Ewan
Tulane University
lept. of Botany

New Orleans, Louisiana

Dear Joe:

| was indeed sorry to hear from you a week a o that you, Nesta and
Dorothy had to all be disappointed again on the date of her leaving the hospitals
This has been a very long siege for all of you and | am distressed that you
have had to co through it. If only you can get Dorothy home, the relief from
hospital vls%tlng will be enough to make you feel so vastly less frustrated,
although having Dorothy five months in bed after she pets home is certainly
not going to be a picnics Just how she can amuse herself during all that
time | wonder.

| hope that in your more thorough perusal of my comments in the
BaRnister manuscript your feelings have not been hurt, for | know only too
well how blunt my comments sometime are. Your own commonts on the sheets |
had sent you were so mild and generous that | blushed at the thought of how
much less so mine had been. | am grateful to you for your having looked at
those sheets and for the helpful suzgestions, but quite frankly | had expected
you might be much more critical. Apparently yax too believe not only thar:
catalogue of the books in question would be desirable, but that the entries
should be as extensive as | indicated. This dossn't particularly surprise me,
considering your most obvious interests, but | do wonder how many would
.E:' with you. | should find it most interesting to do the eatalogue and
should not grudge the rather considerable effort it would be. Nor would there
be any particular difficulty about getting it published in the Annals, but
| should not like to appear ostentatious in the use of publishing space.
tiore of this after the holidays.

Noy | have not seen Mrs. Hunt's second volume; although upon hearing
of its appearance, | wrote at once to ask whether per chance our copy had
becn lost in the mail. Slightly embarrassed, | received the reply that our
copy was to be of the deluxe edition with ;old edges, which edition would not
be distributed until sometime latter this month.

Thanks for the notes about Philadelphia. | am obviously going to be
there much to briefly, only about twenty-four hours, but | shall try to get
A.B.S. as well as to the A.N.5.P. which | am particularly anxious to visit te
discuss the problem of recataloguing. | should indeed like to zet to Leary's
but it is doubtful that | shall have time, though | would like to check for

ou there if | coulds By the ways is there anything | can check for you in
lnzorl; or Boston or Vashington? Please send any matters along that you
th Ole
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¥ Professor Joseph Ewan 2= Dacember 12, 1961
Tulane University
New Orleans, Las

Thanks for sending a copy of the expanded catasbﬁaﬂwlw which |
liked very much, What a background and knowledge you must have to be able to
do that sort of thing, but how many | wonder realize that.

John Francis was in the other day locking for the name of corres-
pondents about three frontier botanistss Smith;. Drummond and a t.hird whose
pame | have forgotten. Recalling yolr tips about the Liverpool Museum of
about a year ago, | was able to direct him to Stansfield for one.

| hope | shall have good word from you soon.

Sincerely yours;

George B. Van Sehaack
Librarian

GBVSsnr

PS. | wonder if you have two publications of the Linnean Society of London.
One of these is Lectures on the Development of Taxon delivered in the
Rooms of the Linnean Society during the Session 1948=49 and is | think
a very good short account from Aristotle to the present. The other is
Lectures on the Practice of Botanical and Zoologiecal Classification
delivered in the Rooms of the Linnean Society during the Session 1949~
1950, This | have not looked at very earefully but suggest that you
would find it also useful. Each of {ham comes for about four or Tive
shillings. | believe though they run to nearly one hundred pages.
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November 21, 1961

Professor Joseph Ewan
Tulane UnimlitL
Department of Botany
New Orleansy Louisiana

Dear Joe:

| have been hoping to hear from you that Dorothy had made the progress which
ou seemed to think was to be expected when | talked to you now several weeks agos
trust that she has done so and that neither she nor you and Nesta will have
more disappointment in the speed of her recovery.

| am just about to send your manuscript back to you. | am sorry to have
been so long about it and hope that it has not delayed yous | have made quite a
number of notes in some places; mostly regarding specific expressions but some
regarding consistency. In one place | have indicated that | think the #hole tone
of several pages is too much "perhaps", "possibly", "may", "surely", ate. | ?-t
a fair idea of the picture which is in your mind supported bzenll kinds of evi-
dence which you can not put into the manuscript but | feel the effect on the
reader is finally to begin to asks"Just how much of this is being made "'f?"' and
that, of course, is to be avoideds For some reason or other which | ean't gut
my finger on | took a dislike to William Buird 1|, probably quite unreasonably,
but there are times when it seems to me that he presents himself without suf-
ficient reason. | reread the part we all worked over in Vinnesota and think
that it now reads well indeed, althoush | have marked one or two places where
| think a minor change would improve it. | am very glad to have read this
manuseript for you and only hope that | have not been too critical.

| wonder if you still have any copies of your "Botanical Explorer's of
Colorado” No. 4 (Patterson). We have Nos. 1=3, 55 6 but | find no trace of No. 4.

| hope Thursday will be a real ocecasion for Thanksgiving and that it will
be a happy day for all of you.

Best wishes
Sincerely,
George B« Van Schaack
Librarian
GBVStnr
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TULANE UNIVERSITY
College of Arts and Sciences
NEW ORLEANS 18

Department of Botany

3 Aoril 1962
Dear Ceorge:

Que lastimal wish I were coming to St Louis soon but such is not

to be, and my phrase in Bob Hecht's letter i1l have to aweit my
next trip which will be very soon," following reference to needs of
University Library, meant only the trip across the campus! Vhen you
live on one edge of an old sugar plantation and the library is on the
other you tend to think of distances, I guess, Sorry, wish I werel

I'm planning on Ithaca, and on to Montreal in August, and no prospect
of including St Louis at this point. I'll be in New York City to

confer with Ronald Press editors on Rocky lMountain Vegetation. In
Hlontreal on Joseph Banks's ﬁewfoundlanE—EEbraaor Tiary. 1'n talldng
on J. Danister at Nist. of Sci, Congress, nope to see you therel

The Mitchell Society edition of Danks's Endeavour journal arrived
today and I think it is a fine momment to Beaplehols and all who
helped in its production. I'm pleased to have/a part, precisely /[had
over 200 botanical fns. There are inadequacies with the color
plates, done in Holland, but altogether it is a fine publication.

Yours of yesterday came, I'm taldng up your offer of Hort Eles.

Tt is a nice copy, I think you will conecur, 1 really hate to give
it up from my bibliophilic pleasure that rubs off every time I pick
it up bubt your proposition is sound and generous, I shall mail if
off shortly, so keep your copy and check the two copies before you
post the MBG copy. De sure to stap the official release please,
1y wants will be nicely served by the loocse copy, since my reference
use will be very occasional, I have a copy of Cornut in somewhat
similar shape; missing pp. in photostat and all in & slip case to
¥eep the pp. from sagging on the shelf if tied in a folder. Also
protects from cdust.

I do not have your letter here at moment--came in and found yours
and sat down to set the schedule straight, BSo other matters will
come up again, I'm sure,

Tt is wonderful to hear from you, Ceorge, and thanks, too, for the
books and pamphlets that came the other day. "Goodies" as a moologist
calls them when he sees my parade of parcels.

Incidentally, D is progressing nicely; a little stronger every day

with more time in the wheelchair, Tonight her friends come over and
J&ll go over Lo the Tulane Theatre to tim see "Fhe Play's the Thing."

ﬁﬁ yours,

Joseph Ewan
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April 2, 1961

Professor Joseph Ewan
Dept. of Botany
Tulane Unjversit
Now Orleans, Louisiana

Dear Joat

Talking to Bob Hecht this morning he mentioned that
had indicated te him you would shortly be in St. Louis. This is
most good news and | only hope it is true. | hasten to write you to
tell :ou that there is a bare possibility | may have to go to
York for two or three or four days on moderately short notice somotime
during the next several weeks and, accordingly, should hope that
| would know definitely the time of your coming early enough to let
you know when | would avnz for | should not wish to be absent
while were here. The date in New York will be set by the court
so | should not be able to change it, so should enly be able to let
you know so that you might change your date If possible.

Pleass don't let us down. Just be sure to come for as long
as you eans

Best greetings to alls In haste =
Sincerely yoursy

worge B. Van Schaack
Librarian

GBVStne
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August 1, 1961

Professor Joseph Ewan
Tulane ?ﬂwu ty

hp‘tl o h‘ﬂ!‘y
New Orleans 1B, La.
Dear Joe:

| was very glad to receive K:uv long letter with its many pal’aﬁl'af\a of advice
and informtion. | shall not take any time now to discuss most of this because |

to meet in Minneapolis. |t is my present intention to be in Duluth from about t
25th of August for some three wecks and | should be happy to drive down from there for
a meeting wit: you, Nesta and Dorothy. | am sorry, however, for the occasion and hopa
that Drs lice will not have to advise surpery. Unless you stay in Hinneapolis for

some time, | regretfully will not be in St. Louis when you pass through here.

| am sorry to hear that have had the Banister returned again. Uhen | think
of all the half-baked drivel that | drop into the waste basket every day, it seems a
ghame that you have so much trouble with this manuseript. | hope G.H.li,L. will be able
to persuade Cornell to do it for « But thens; he has some really important matters
to attend to these dayss A recent visitor from Pittsburg (Mathematics Staff Carnegie)
says here Royal Highness has stipulated yellow toilet tissue, Delsey brandy and he may
be having quite a job secing that this stipulation is carried out. See what you missed!
(No pun intended!) But they say her idea was an afterthoughts (Pun intended!)

Noy Illf secretary did not make a mistake in writing 1500 for 1600! The dip is
in the first decade of tha 16th century, but | should certainly like to know what you
have in mind about the middle of the 17th century.

Until now, since just after my return in llay, | have been without a secretary,
but as of yesterday morning | am again doing business. new secretary comes {o me
with high recommendationsy and | have every reason to believe she will get on well
herey but she is extremely expensive for | have been able to have her only because
Fred Sadler surrendered her to me; the reason being that he and his family are

moving to Sdo Paulo some time in Septomber. Since | am with them on the average of at
least twice a week, you can imagine how | feel about this.

| m.slad to hear that you are receiving new cases and finding help to get them

installed. By the way, | wonder whether you would want to add my own herbarium to the
one at Tulane. It now contains very little from Alaska, conaisting mostly of what |

. have colleeted since | came back from there. It would, therefore; somewhat duplicate
your own because | have collected so much in the Ulesty but there is quite a lot of
stuff from the East too and Floridas MlNuch of it is undetermined and all of it unticketed
but there are field books. There are probably some 1500 or 2000 numbers and | should
suspect at loast 5000 sheots. Perhaps | should throw it in the waste basket because
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Prof. Joseph Ewan A
Tulane Universit gl B sty
New Orleans 18, En.
it is so unprocessed, if for no other reason. | am surely never poing to ha ti
to look at it in and do not wish t . ¢ 1 g
el aga o W o move it apain. Ue might talk about it when |

e have lately been enjoying some New Orleans weather. 11 of
on,]oyiﬂg your speciman, ﬂrl,{hngant greetings and some anticmi:n -o gacanit

Sincerely yours, "

George B Van Schaack
Librarian

G8VSinr
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TULANE UNIVERSITY
Gollege of Arts and Sciences
NEW ORLEANS 18
D¢ pariment of Botany 23 Ju]_, 1961

Dear George:

Yours of the 17th was wonderfully newsy and so welcome. We hwve been doing a
veriety of jobs this summer: teaching summer session, for first time in € yesrs,
one class in freshman botany, now over; moving herb. cases and goods and chattels
prepatory to receiving 23 cases from Lane to replcsce old Navy lockers that I had
painted up and rennovated for use as herb. substitutes when I grrived in 1947.
OUne room has now been pasinted and this looks well; new cases due this week and
I'm glad we do have a student here who is intelligent and can help with the
onerous task of refiling the bundles of plants, etc. etec. that strew the rooms,

Banister came back from North Cerolina Prese, with comment too costly to print as
is, and too limited a publie, also too much documentation--in short, carbon copy
comments of Cappon's notes you mey recall, Yes, NC says, worth publishing and
perhaps after a reorganizastion NCF will undertake it. KNCP rightly suggest that
we try another press, I've written to G.H.M.Lawrence on the general sciére that he
might be in & position to recommend, precisely to Cornell U Press, who have done
rather similar items in past. I sent a batch of sample pp. and pertinent info
but have not hesrd from George HIS MAJESTY as yet, Menwhile there is the matter
of getting the photocopies of the Banister il1ls. ready; this,indeed,might better have
been done before we sent the ms. off at all, becsuse the drawings will surely add
to the interest of the book.

Now I'm going thru the hundreds of Contoura copies of letters, ete. brought back
from Europe and this country anent the preperation of the Pursh commentary, and
Nsturalists of the Old South, ete. These hawe been roughly sorted before this

but now I2m labelling esch print with subject, source, ete. since sll this material
beers on the NSF project that Nesta is working away on currently. She has been
lately organizing the info on the 41 collectors, etc. who were involved with the
collecting of the types of n spp. described by Pursh, Such persons es Fraser, John,
and his son, John Fraser, present some real difficulties! Nests is gaining & resl
proficiency in this historicel field and knows s fund #f info about the chaps now,

I certainly recommend Wiliman Spawn for his talents in repsir and restoration of
books and msnuseripts, He hes had long experience with the most precicus of mss,
.end 1s thoroughly qualified in every wey to recommend action toward the preservation
of your materials, in all categories. He works deftly and effectively, knows the
history of the materials he works with, and is unususl for his considerable know=
ledge of botanical history and literature. The only Achilles heel I've found might
be writing up conclusions arrived at from his exsminstion of meteriels; this is not
& hopeless lack, I'm sure, but you might well bear this in mind and be prepered to
have to remind him of the report due., Agein, you may have no lapse on this scare
end I hope not. His fee, $50 and expenses, is the same as it was 3-. yesrs sgo
when Tulane considered bringing him here then Garland Taylor left us and the whole
matter was indefinitely postponed. Personally, I think you will find Willman a
remarkable chap, I think your idea is a capital one; mesy even lead to his helping
you find an assistant., That in itself would be worth the pricel

Mrs, Shaffer of the Free Library is very knowledgesble. She was formerly with
Dawson's of Los Angeles.
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