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POWER CONSUMPTION
Alleged power demands and utility adver-
tising were high priority items on the agenda
of the Sierra Club Board of Directors at their
regular meeting May 2 and 3/in San Fran-
cisco. Concerning power needs, the Board
resolved: “The Sierra Club believes that the
B ion and use of electricity in the United
States have increased to the point where their
adverse effects on the total environment are
evident, unmistakable, and undeniable. All
forms of electrical power generation, whether
hydroelectric or by steam produced by nu-
clear reactors, or the burning of fossil fuels,
can only destroy what remains of the beauty
and habitability of the earth if allowed to
continue to proliferate. The Sierra Club op-
poses the concept of the inevitability of con-
tinued escalation of power needs, and believes
that measures to effect economies in the use
of electricity must be taken without delay.”
The resolution on utility advertising stated:
*The Sierra Club urges immediate enactment
of legislation by each of the Uniled States to
prohibit any franchised electric or gas utility,
either pub[icly or privately owned, from en-
pgmg ln any form 0I’ advertising :onctlvvd.
or ded to cause any
in the consumption of clectricity or gas, and
to prohibit any and all other activity, on the
part of such utilities, to promote use of gas
or electricity.” The Board instructed the staff
to prepare pilot legisiation to end utility ad-
vertising in California and New York.

WILDLANDS

Concerning wild and scenic areas, the
Board took the following actions: (1) stated
that the establishment of a Big Thicket Na-
tional Park in Texas must be an urgent pri-
ority in the expansion of the National Park
System; (2) supported establishment of a
Lopez Canyon Wilderness Area in the Santa
Lucia Range east of San Luis Obispo, Calif;
(3) supported reclassification of the present
Uncompahgre Primitive Area in Colorado as
a wilderness with two units of 70,000 acres
and 17,000 acres, respectively, and a Trico
Peak Scenic Area of 50,000 acres; and en-
dorsed the recommendation of the Greater
Sawtooth Preservation Council for a Saw-
tooth National Park of three units — Saw-
tooth, White Clouds-Boulder, and Pioneer —
with an adjacent national recreation area,
producing a total transfer to the National
Park System of approximately 1.6 million
acres.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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PROBLEMS OF
EXPANDING

POPULATIONS

By D. Wolfers

The current human ecological crisis derives from
the great technical advances by which man has placed
himself in the position of a (self)-protected species for
whom natural ecological regulation is suspended, In-
evitably his numbers have increased to the point where
all the resources of the Earth cannot supply his wants.

There have been four distinet forms of organization
of human life — arboreal, pastoral, agricultural and
technological —and each change from a more primi-
tive to'@a more advanced organization has been ac-
companied by the disturbance of an established
population balance, followed by a phase of rapid
growth, and then the re-gstablishment of demographic
stability. We are at present involved in the latest of
these transformations and, with the limited perspec-
tive of the human life-span, have difficulty in seeing
how it will end.

In each of the three past states of demographic bal-
ance, corresponding 1o arboreal, pastoral and agri-
cultural society, that balance was determined by
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natural principles so that, growth being inhibited by
the unchanging abundance of resources, death rates
automatically adjusted to the prevailing birth rate.
This adjustment did not mean that birth and death
rates were the same every year, but there were periodic
peaks of deaths, brought about by famine, epidemic
or war, which irregularly restored a supportable pop-
ulation density. The current imbalance is likely to be
resolved on similar terms if direct action is not taken
to avoid it. But we now have the technical and social
means of restoring a balance on terms more accept-
able to human aspirations than the natural balancing
mechanism.

Population trends in the 10,000 years of the agri-
cultural phase show that throughout this period minor
improvements in the availability of resources made
possible slow but distinct growth of world population
at a rate somewhat less than one per thousand per year.
Meanwhile, high birth and death rates (about forty
per thousand) prevailed constantly, and populations
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‘were everywhere and at all times “young.”

Early Disturbances of Balance

The first stirrings of disturbance of this balance are
now seen to have begun in about 1650 when, in re-
sponse to quite small improvements in agricultural
practice, and perhaps also political organization, the
rate of growth of world population more than trebled
to about three per thousand per year. This change
occurred simultaneously in Europe and Asia. In 1750,
with the agricultural revolution in full swing and the
effects of the industrial revolution beginning to be felt,
it is clear that a major discontinuity had occurred in
those countries that were affected; growth rates started
increasing to levels like ten 1o fifteen per thousand
per year. By now, production was leaping ahead of
consumption and the determining factors of rates of
growth ceased for the time being 10 be economic and
became biological; the link between birth and death
rates was broken and they were able to act as inde-

ILLUSTRATIONS: VERNON KOSKI

pendent variables.

The first effect of this change was the disappearance
of mortality peaks. Food production and distribution
had so improved that adverse seasons no longer pro-
duced famine, and nutritional standards had so
changed that even though conditions of crowding and
sanitation may have been worse than ever, epidemic
disease was no longer able to decimate populations.
Political organization had become so macroscopic
that the toll of warfare became too selective to have
important demographi¢ consequences. Next came a
steady decline of annual death rates in response to
innovations in environmental sanitation and curative
medicine and rising standards of nutrition — a process
still continuing although with diminishing returns.
The third effect, delayed for more than a century after
the initiation of the first, was the long steady decline
in birth rate, stretching in the United Kingdom over
the whole period 1880-1930. No contemporary analy-
sis of the causes of this decline exists, but it is safe

11
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to say that it reflected the adjustments made by indi-
viduals to radical changes in conditions of economic
and social competition. An important secondary
cffect of this decline in birth rates was the transfor-
mation of the population to an older age-distribution,
with a consequent braking effect on the decline in
death rate and a temporary alleviation of 1he dcpend-.
ency burden. .’\ /
From 1930 onwards little r.:hangc Hfas etrl &gls

Rate of Growth Today

Growth rates in developing countries at present
vary between twenty and forty per thousand per year,
representing, on exponential projection, periods of
doubling of between I8 and 35 years. The most gen-
erally accepted estimate of the current growth of world

population is twenty-one per thousand (doubling every
33 years) with a strong accelerating trend. Estimates
of the probable future of development of world popu-

tered in the demographic indices of dcvclopec‘i cq‘um‘ Jation prepared by the UN Demographic Division
tries, growth rates fluctuating between three dnd 'ten < Suggest a/total of 7,000 million by the year 2000 com-

per thousand perqn:ar’ with maﬁgf¢sf fu.!l mdcpendence

Although su ch

pared with the present 3,500 million.

ments it is<almost & ‘miracle*of adaptation. Further-

of death rates f'i‘ombirlh rates The expansion of a species ten-fold in a mere four-

____;;'_, teen generationsds, of course,@ remarkable success

The Developmg World story — in view of the complexity of human require-
wih mte cannolﬂ:oni u

for ever, they !r‘an \suslamed for r some gene
without bnngmé mcviwblc dmas:et.,‘rla“' nt
arises from & rcqogmqorl of the potential E

of cominum;én of lhq_gulte different trends in the 7

0

developlng world. 2

By the bcgmmngmtwenuret tury, moderate
growth rates qf/about *‘p nsand prevallcd n
most agncufltural lan ituation reﬂec He
pac:ﬁcauo 5 aggrcgaudn 'g:]’hu ni imllon: ]Q
by the'calonial powers and‘tatelary ngeﬁtfg?uhlw
healt rsdéa‘.uccs, parucularl}un\troplcal medicine, be-
gan to Juf;e‘:the force of’ ep!dcmlc scourges, and the
concept Of famine r:lleg\maide ‘some progress. It i3
however, ,,cnly slpcc {the’Second },World War that a
manifestly msu*ppondbl‘c-\imha]nn s;been reco
nized. Coﬁntries wﬁn‘:ran 939Rw T :
and sacfilly “staghali g(xi subsisterice griculfufe
emerged 1r\ 1?45 with: political groups ‘deterniined 1
speed them'into’the maelstrom of the ;nodcm world.
Not only was producfmq iel‘for onu;méus £xpansion
and rrwchamzanon but’a new spmt of interdepend-

ence led to the' hm:ted’redmr:buuon Jof foodstuffs:a

under the aegis of United Nﬁhgns aé:nneifand with
the help of food surpluscs in nd#nnced countries. Al-

f;\?ns /

morc there can be'na. doubt that-when ithe limits of
Sustenance are. redched the i mcrcase will be arrested
by the custommy ba‘lancmg mechanisms of ecological
ogicl” =\ ) U 2 /

Although sé‘mc*’pcaplc bdlm thar the problcm can
hercfore bc{safclv 1eft to._solve itselfy ‘the: hkqlv reso-
il non wnthout/dcitberalc action is‘not !he introdue-
uph \0f low'birth'rates but the restoration of high death
rat sn'!‘hespcnmneous ordcrly unfolding-of-a.demo-

&phi}- ¢onomic transition is mostimprobable in the
cnrcumstnnces of the developing world, for the cause
and effect” sequences which led to~the slgv.mg of

\Europcan grcwth are all runmng in: re\.erso Popula-

tion °rOWIh dealh control.and’ the-éxpansion of the
Iabor l‘orc:.- are procecdmg. rapld[y while those whose

land employment opportunities strive'to keep pace,
Thc\problems of capitabformation are parucuiar]v
acute; for not only are the demands for capital inputs
to support the expnndmg populaunn crippling, but
the ruthless reservation lof resources for capital at the
expenge o!‘consumpt:on, which.darkened the lives of
town dwellers in ninéteenth century Europe and
starved| the pcasams of Russia in the 1930s, is no

oV
?ob At |5‘to increase economic growth! birth control

though violence was involved in the achievement uvnnger morall_', ncucplahl: By increasing the denomi-

political independence by mnny'dcvelopmg nations;

S

nitoryof eyery fraction, be it literacy rate, doctor-

the previous pattern of recurrent tribal mdmg nnsdﬁpanmt ‘ratio, proportion of labor force gainfully

prohibited by the consolidation of what were in pre?
colonial days dozens or hundreds of autonomous
groups into large nation states. With neither famine
nor war to restrain numbers, the importance of the
spectacular application of preventive medical tech-
niques (often, as with DDT and penicillin, developed
during the Second World War) was enhanced, and
death rates declined throughout the world at an un-
precedented rate.
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ernplo;cd or income per head, a rapid rate of popu-

+lation growth leaves government and people produc-

ing I’ranticaﬂy in order to maintain their situation.
Although economies of scale may accrue as the pop-
ulation increases in some countries, in most the scale
is already so great that no real effect of this kind can
be demonstrated. While in some countries with vast
hinterlands no perceptible change is taking place in
the ratio of population to natural resources, in others
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this ratio is becoming critically high, and in yet others,
principally small islands, actual space is running out.
Because the flow of international migration is blocked
in almost every channel and will surely remain so,
these islands are experiencnig the crisis in its most
acute form. Because of these considerations, if no
action is taken to limit population growth it is likel

to continue with no substantial change in smndard

Action is, however, being taken, In almost all cases
this takes the form of family planning programs, fully
organized by government, supported by government
or permitted by government. The pattern of introduc-
tion of these programs was, only 10 years ago, a rather
unedifying spectacle in which enthusiastic vo!untary
agencies seemed to drag suspicious governments into
@-series ofitentative steps. Only after feeling their way

living or national economy until the pmbh,m baccn‘}es"-‘—l'or some—ycarh did governments come to embrace

too great to cope with and the system_ns-élf' coilapses
under the administrative burde ,numbcrs and thes
disappointment of p}:.rpet{h ment of hopc§ 15
this should happch, argé tractsiof. %ﬁe Earth will reidrn
to jungle law, de- rpqpufa fon will take

entirely ne roblém leI'ame

'progmmﬁJ“cnihumsi:cd!]y This situation is now

r.‘hsmgmlr fand genuine government leadership is ap-
earing in an encouragingléslarge number of countries.
I/Government reluctancé; and in places opposition,

Iace and‘ an | stems fmm several cnnsuicr?nons of which the fear
SO A .o{' provo ing opposition am:l coumr-g unpopularity is

This camsucgﬁ'l Jés noL.ani; mmedl‘am prosgect Jnor / Ahs least réalistic] find the sriost lmporlam It is in dis-

likely to-occur pd
dcvelop:fg cb nrne . such a8 Slngapﬂrc,
and Isracl \hi rat of: Ecupomm
enough

lated injrelation.1& their resources to be ab e c £ro
rapidly far a very long time before ¢ there is'd" qUaIna
tive {hauge..from rural-poverty to chaotic “destitition,
But the e countries will, if they do not’act soon to,
limit growth rates, have missed the only foresecablel
opport umqy 0. build grwg?sl\h advanced /Societids | {

tility l:q{\aﬁap, others ar ar:“suﬂ'xclemly !paﬁc yf-po?

free o Tragic squalo ij:;.: as/accpmf)mled

mdusma.l.: tion and demograj 1rag§';noh in l‘he

western wégl:k_-_"___':_" ; !l (T

World Situation = T
While each

; s\its .8 p%f?ron dllcm-,
ma, the world ?f" exempt.(The “green,
revolution” has '?crr.'f }c@p tar}\adv tageinsthe,
race to keep wurlr}'f&nd ‘supplies-from becomidg fet
more lnadcquate‘-té meet- gr?)\v ~néeds;
public health makessi chfﬁcuh. to-visualize uncon-
trollable pandemics
weapons appear at present to be- ﬁeld ,unaer firm re- ,
straint. The crucial areas of world conccl:p_,lnrc naw!
atmospheric pollution, shortage of water'and po»
tential exhaustion of minable minerals, In these re="
spects we live in a fool's paradise where each has
faith in the ability of the others to solve problems too
difficult for himself. Aesthetically too, and in relation
to the intangible “quality of life”, more and more
people, unable to visualize institutions which can pre-
serve what man has held valuable in the past into a
teeming future, view that future with perhaps unwar-
ranted despair.

cepmgqt‘he. ¢ wofld; nuclear E

sworld- wtdc séale Some favarhd-—_pcllmg lhc}n)'th 1hat,mdsla[veasa.nr \pupdlg\mns would
iu:la_bn: Oulrng\ed‘by\cxposurc 1’birth conts
owth 'Iargclpropaganda—that ithe. souafsune z'has

;.emccs and
ade its out-

standing contribution 1o th Blurmq oI‘th: problem.

_sust 1he cﬁﬁwm &clao of; d.cvelopm:m
long eng ;lcc lhe}mnl }.hanges hich™w Sampiem]rvey\cl’crrcd 1o a K.-\P—sur eys (knowl-
assume’ tbe uﬂﬂueﬁl fo slimufut sponm eous fef- Ed"Nlll ude and Lacuce‘\/'éonducted‘ i “dozcr.s of

d:ﬂ'eren izﬂ'.n'w:zr seemita ha\(édﬁnco\rc cd\u very
u-ong dema d common(fﬂﬂ to 80 ‘pericent of fe-
aln l—espon ént: —-Lp:ﬁlhcfac;tiucs" for éo:ﬂroilmo
fertility - and 18 have démonstrated that, nlchost re-
gard’[ess of the situation prevailing, most c les want
relatively small fatmhcs (threefor four chlld,l‘én}' There
have been some excepuoxxs to rheqe gencra[rmlmns.
parucujariv in Il’DplC!lL\AfQCil el fi
J D1Fﬁcu]ly \alsq;'\nmes fo_Bountries (e political
p wer,is %haqi'c betwesnrtwa or‘“frlorc wethiic or tribal
'groups ugpmﬁlmm&h equal_/nuﬁpbers. In these cir-
cu\mslan e§ each group Jfgar hr:rr own members,
by udoglmg famil . planning,s cQOOI'npaﬁ.'. their
ﬁlh'rnme pohtlu@l extmcnon.. Thelvigw is quite widely
! ah 1nﬂuemm[|_§"h€ld in A‘fhc.‘nmd Latin Amer:ca

f«'

is a manifestation' of‘ smfﬂn.r- tribal thinking on a
global scale by tHet developed countries; and this
naturally js responéllﬁ'e for bitter opposition,

NSt fﬁ/g" hat “poptlation 2ontrol for they d‘e\ eloping countries™

¥~/ The unréa] basisof official Roman Catholic thought
1he pocs—or the subjéct hinders developments in predominant-

y Catholic countries, but family planning programs
with declared health and welfare objecmeq substituted
for demographic aims are making headway.

Outcome of Programs

It is too early to make more than the most tentative
predictions of success or failure for family planning
programs, and it is likely that some will be successful
and others fail, The population control objective re-
quires that two stages be accomplished. First, the
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adoption of birth control by most of the population
efficiently enough to ensure that births correspond
closely with numbers desired, and, second, the reduc-
tion of numbets desired to the level where develop-
ment success is assured.

The first is certainly an easier objective to attain
than the second, but, except in a few cases, which as

ravel the complexities of decision taking involved.
One of the least understood factors is the part played
by males in this process.

Family planning programs with demographic ob-
jectives are recent innovations. The earliest was in
1952 (India) but remained in very low gear till 1964.
The real history of such programs dates back only to

they appear come to be described as special, there is*3 1962, So.far very few participating countries have re-
little encouraging to report yet. For reasons related —torded substantial gains, and there is no lack of critics
to the austerity of Christian morality, contraceptive, /iwho attribute these to factors other than deliberate
technology has received far too little attention from - - programs. Although no change has been recorded in
scientists in the past. The crisis has arrived when we * the birth rates of countries such as India and Pakistan,

have no satisfactory techniques of contraception to
offer the clients recruited in these programs. Methods
which have proved successful for highly motivated

it should be remembered that in these countries vital
registration is grossly defective, that changes in the
~age structure of the population are producing condi-

western populations are either too difficult or un- _-tions favorable to increasing birlh_mtes and that mil-
pleasant for the mildly motivated to use regularly — lions _of coup!es have attempted birth control for the
(diaphragm,/ condom); have too many unwelcome - first time during the past few years, *
side-eﬂ‘cctsg.'(IUD. pill, injection); require an unrealis-— High Fertility Favored -/ 712500 3
tic degree/of cooperation (pill) or are too ineffective The complementary task of introducing the “small
(coitus interruptus, Spermicidal preparations). Al- . family norm” has, in spite of considerable effort, met
though' manyomillions in the developing world are'  even less demonstrable success. While families of
struggling \to, use ‘these methods; follow-up studies; / three children or fewer “fit” urban, industrialized so-
show that no more than' half are able to persevere. cieties which put premiums on higher education and
with any one method for a prolonged period. The provide comprehensive welfare services, it is the large
techniques of sterilization; particularly of males, are  family which until recently has enjoyed advantages in
much ‘more satisfactory, but their adoption requires @ the rural enyironment which still prevails for-80 per
finality of decision which few can muster until their | ' cent of people living in developing countries, Free
family sizes are already. excessive. The uncertainty of . —labor for the farm and the security of numbers and
survival in areas where rates of infant mortality are ' ~continuity in ill health or old age were the principal
high is, of course, a further deterrent, (. [7economic gains, while' the extended family system
The demographic history/of Japan in the 1950s and — spread the very light burdens of child-rearing in such
contemporary East Europe shows that the practice of \a way that each additional child was almost no extra
abortion alone is capable of producing dramatic ef-\ * burden. Because very high levels of child mortality
fects on the birth'rate, but the applicability of this to J.-',’-' prevailed 'until recently, it is not surprising that a
less developed countries is'dubious. Neither the level// mutually supporting structure of social, moral and
of motivation nor the availability of medical services | religious doctrine has developed to protect and ad-
is of the same order in most of these. Additionally, ~ vance the ideal of high fertility, It matters little that,
stubborn adherence to rigid interpretations of the ;. ‘after a generation of rapid increase, fragmentation of
sanctity of life, particularly in Moslem and Catholic’ [ farms has become more important than labor supply,
countries, ruleout this method at present, : « and after a generation of independence the burden of
It is not known whether the availability of more/////education is growing to rival the benefits of mutual
acceptable forms of contraception (and much current  support; the'time scale of change in social and eco-
research is being devoted to their development) would — nomic institutions is now far more contracted than
have a favorable effect on the numbers of couples = that of change in cultural outlook. Automatic re-

adopting contraception, but it is certain that it would
enhance the effectiveness of practice of those who do.

The discrepancy between the proportions of any
population studied who assert their willingness to
practice contraception and those who actually do so
when it is offered is very large, and offers a great chal-
lenge to the social scientist and psychologist to un-

14

acculturization cannot be relied on, and the task of
changing attitudes falls to the propagandist, the edu-
cator, and perhaps soon the tax gatherer.

The “small family norm” will not, of course, make
any headway where extreme levels of child mortality
prevail, so that a precondition of lowering birth rates
is the necessity to lower death rates, The most urgent
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preparatory task is to improve the coverage and stand-
ards of maternal and child health services in rural
areas of the developing world; this is, of course, enor-
mously costly. It is only, however, in the context of a
secure and comprehensive health service that family
planning can cease to be a foreign gimmick and
become a settled part of life. —

Campaign Media —n 1o .: 7
Posters, films, radio talks and earnest fncc to face) | |

encounters multiply throughout the developing world |
to bring the message that two or three children are)
enough, but, in the hectic urgency of this campaign
time has not been found to evaluate the efficacy o
the media used. The possibility of attempting 1o in-_
doctrinate school children is at last being canvassed,-
but there is resistance because of the sexual component:

involved. School activity, to be'effective, must take” @

place in primary schools, because too few children ;=
attend higher grades for a campaign to have worth--
while results, Numerous suggestions for giving finan--

cial mgenlwﬂ ‘o parents to have small families or:

able ages — in early school years. and as a corollary
it implies bringing the whole child population to
school. To these extents, medical and educational,
population control depends on progress in develop-
ment, There are, however, activities which may bring
results in relatively unpromising situations, It is agreed

—Cthat too frequent child-bearing is physically harmful
‘to women, and this may form the basis for the adap-

|tion of a more authoritarian attitude to the prescrip-
tion of contraception by members of the medical pro-
fession and their agents. Were the provision of con-
traceptive techniques as routine a part of the after-
care of childbirth as iron for the treatment of anemia,

\or insulin for diabetes, great results might be achieved

€Ven in areas now hopc]casl} un prcpnrcd for radical
social change.

Impacl of Abortion 1 g

The liberalization of abortion l-ms wﬂ! likewise
have an impact, although necessarily one which is de-
pendent on the avmlab:lny of competent services to
\perform operations. Meanwhile' thé search for reliable

imposing penalties on those who have large ones have ‘\ and safe medical abortifacients must be pursued, as

been made. Almost, mthout cxcepuon these prove \ must the search for better contraceptives. e

rclau%reiy easy to' ‘implement in the highly organized -
money economy. of an industrial state, which does not \
need ;.hem, but quite meossmlc in areas of subsistence

agriculture where taxpayers form a small élite of the |
population. Meanwhlle the world is not ready to sur- -

render another of its primitive freedoms by acceptmg,

the ml\mductmn of licenses for childbirth. /|
Although many \programs express. their objccuves

in terms of the attainment of specific rates of growth.

Itis not easy 1o assess the ultimate impact of the
torrent of “educational” material now inundating
adult populations in the developing world, There are
good reasons to believe that this insistent reiteration
may, after a relamcl) long time; quite suddenly bring

~—ahout a change in popular attitudes. Familiarity and

~ legitimation are powerful agents for the dlsso_luuan of
resistance. Patience is therefore important,
If we look more than a generation or. two ahead,

by a certain date, few if any of these objectives have “\ e are forced to come to terms with the ecological

a more rational basis than the hope that the oh}ccuvcﬂ,

basis of the problem. At present the human race is

can be attained. So many ecological studies have been’ f\ appalled by the recognition of its dramatic rise 1o

made 100 late that there is clearly a great urgency for |

so that, when conditions are achieved which permit/
the induction of massive changcs in fcmhty. arational -
policy will be possible. :
The situation at present is undemably conl‘uscd wuh
hope and despair about evenly balanced. This is/in-cc
evitable in the first decade of serious attempts to deal

with a problem of this size. Clear outlines of the tasks .~

to be performed are, however, beginning to'emerge.. .

Of these, surely the most difficult and most important’

is to reduce child mortality as far as possible and pro-
vide a comprehensive network of health services
throughout the developing world. This is the carrier
wave for broadcasting family planning. A process of
re-acculturization must be accomplished, and this
implies indoctrination of populations at impression-

"~ maturity with the accompanying achievement of the
the revival of'studies of ‘optimal population growth f;

potential for self-destruction, for irretrievable pollu-

tion of the environment, and for exhaustion of key

-~ materials as well as for over-crowding itself. An age

. of centralized planning is on us as part of the una-

voidable logic 'of development and progress. That
~ planning already involves production and agriculture,
- education and welfare, research and development,
_distribution and transportation, the siting and distri-
bution of population and countless other aspects of
our lives. It is inevitable that it will soon come o em-
brace the numbers and then the quality of population,
for all else will come to depend on these.

Mr. Wo{ﬁ'ri‘ is with the Papulation Bureau, Londan,
England. This article is reprinted from Nature mag-
azine, February 14, 1970.
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Russell Kirk

Zealots for aborﬂm, pnpulatlm con-
trol, free [and Isory]

It’s Maldistribution,
Not Overpopulation

15 per

rate has diminished from

contraceptives, md all l.hlt. musr. be
dismayed as the 1970 census figures
come in. Altho the American population
generally has increased somewhat in the
last decade, the birth rate has gone
down.

Most large cities are smaller than
they were in 1960, What does the Census
Bureau mean by weakening the case of
the anti-people people?

'Take Detroit, a city 1 have known
intimately ever since 1 was a little boy.
Detroit's population has fallen by at
least 169,000 since the last census;
indeed, that city's population has
diminished to what it was 17 years ago.
Nor has there been the expected
tremendous increase of Negro popula-
tion: that element rose by little more
than 11 per cent.

Defroit's birth rates have decreased.

|stmelbehstcms,lhewhnemh.
- ..

d to 15 per thousand; the black
birth rate from 21,6 per thousand to 18

per thousand. Detroit's circumstances |
are similar to those of many other large

cities, according to preliminary census |
reports, "

Small Towns Decrease, Too

Even small towns are complaining |

that the census-takers must have made |
a mistake. To their ummme.nt.the
uty!aunrsmmfmadmwhna
many fewer people than they had in
1960, and so must expect a decrease in
various state and federal subsidies. My
own county seat has lost more than 1,000
residents [a big chunk of Ws
popuhﬁmlandku-yhglnthﬂm

somehow; but the census figures will |
|

Where has everybody gone? Why, to
the suburbs or to the country.
But it appears probable that final
mmﬁmwiﬂnnwﬂmtlhmd
population increase in many suburbs,
mmmmmmmmn
was in 1950-60. The American birth rate |
has been sliding downward—w
mmhmmhﬁﬂﬁ:tm4
The anti-people people’s argument
that otr big cities suffer from hideous
overconcentration of people is reduced
| to nonsense. Urban sprawl, indeed, is a
problem; but downtown, and for miles

Hint at a Consplraey

Some of the “down with people”
| enthusiasts are so fanatic that they hint
at the Census Bureau being involved in
an evil conspiracy to increase “‘environ-
mental pollution” by taking a low
headcount. -

Bt that won't wash. It's not merely
the Census Bureau that gives us the
facts. In Detroit, for example, the
population survey was made by a local
| body, the Mayor's Committee for
Community Renewal.

This country is not positrm]y OVer-
populated, tho there is often a maldis-
tribution of population — some regions
being inhabited too thickly, others too
thinly. But abortion and contraception
wouldn't change that.

Ten years from now, we may find

£

i

| some liberals, who now agitate for |

same people may be demanding federal
family subsidies to increase the popula-
tion.

1'll oppose them then, too.

Gemeral Faatures Cor

ite for Botanical Documentation

public checks upon population, changing |
their tune. In 1980 some of these very

]
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COMMENTARY

THE BIOSPHERIC PACKING PROBLEM

The world hasa packing problem. How are we
going to fit three and one-hali billion more people
on this earth in the next 3040 years? Most
‘evologists kuow that the packing problem is not
siply @ problem of human numbers; it is also a
probilem of size : people who have developed indus-
trial technology take up miore space, use more
resources, have miore opportunities to interfere
with one another and require more mules to fit them
into their environment. Most ecologists would
also agree that the world could not support even
jts present thrée and one-half Lillions if all nations
possessed Western technology and used it with
the same lack of controls as we of the West now do.

Alore difficult to fathom has been the speed of
develapment of the crisis. There has been a ten-
(dency to assunie that it was a simple function of
growth of population, doubling on & worldwide
Tiasis every 300 years. But the doubling time
of technology is shorter, perhaps by half, Mei-
sured by the production of fossil fuels, technology
hias a doubling time of only 15-20 years. The
packing problem must hecome more acute, not 4s
a simple function of growth of population or
growth of technology, but as the produet of these
two growth eurves. Thus the Biospheric Packing
Problem is aggtavated by a doubling time that
must be measured in years not decades, perhaps
10-20 yeurs, but not 3040, As the packing prob-
lem liecomes more acute, the job of government—
providing the rules to regulate the packing—he-
comes more complex.

The Biospheric Packing Problem is formidable;
imminent, threatening. It is sufficiently threaten-
ing to warrant political action equivalent to the
1963 Nuclear Test Ban Treaty under which cer-
tain nations sgreed to forego nuclear tests in the
atmosphere.  Action of this magnitude requires
not only convineing knowledge of the consequences
of failure hut also a clear basis for action, We

lack bLoth at the moment. The scientife commun-
nity has failed to provide the depth of understand-
ing of ecosystems needed for wise activn, pre-
ferring a srent perhaps even opposite series of
objectives in pursuit of excellence in intellectual
activity, Driven by the mounting pressures and
spurred miore than a listle by restrictions of
budgets, scientists of many disciplines are turning
niow tb examine thie same problems ecologists have
struggled with for decades.

Ifi an attempt to' focus this impetus on the
larger questions of ecology, the Ecological Society
of America with support from the National Sci-
ence Foundation is undertaking a study of the
need for, and the objectives of, a new national
effort in the environmental sciences, perhaps in
the form of a National {nstitute of Ecology. The
new effort, whatever form it takes, might well
augment and perhaps continue some of the studies
initiated as part of the International Biological
Program, thus strengthening the current efforts
in ecology in the universities, and providing a new
set'of opportunities for scientists to examine the
great issues of the environment with an intensity
never before possible. There is real question as
to whether the world can afford to wait for more
stuly and more knowledge before acting to restrict
the crisis; yet there is no question but that wise
political action must lie based on a greatly strength-
ened science of environment. A massive effort by
the rich nations, now while they are still rich, is
needed! 1o understand and teach the broadest as-
pects of the crisis of énvironment. Oaly by a
massive attack can the world provide the energy
of integration essential for an enduring solution
to the Biospheric Packing Problem. The need is
huge and current efforts are small indeed.

George M. Woodwell
Brookhaven National Laboratory
Upton, New York 11973
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TOPIC 1 - OPTIMUM USE OF NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

For the benefit of all people, present and future generations,
we must reverse the swift and continuing deterioration of our
natural environment. The responsibility for doing this belongs to
each individual. We must direct our resources toward providing a
richer life for humanity, and away from waste, destruction and death.

We seek a national commitment for a positive program to restore
and maintain the delicate ecological balance on which ocur lives
depend. We recommend the following three steps be taken.

1. Nationwide environmental zoning, preceeded by comprehensive,
long-range land use planning. Specifically, we need a plan to protect
current farm, wilderness, estuary, forest and park land from urban
sprawl, highway encroachment, and industrial desecration. This
zoning of our nation will be carried out by national, state, and
local councils of ecological advisors after consultation with
representatives of citizens to be affected.

2. We need to bring about a rapid end to the pollution of our
earth, air and water. Specifically: Coveroment shall assist more
efficiently in bringing an end to industrial, agricultural and
governmental pollution through exact and compelling legislation and
enforcement coupled with tax incentives.

3. We call for the establishment of national service corps of
men and women for the defense of our envirorment as an alternative
to military service. The corps shall be charged with restoration
of our cities, parks, recreation areas and wilderness. They shall be
used to implement conservation projects deemed necessary by the
councils of ecological advisors.

The human population has already strained the carrying capacity
of our natural enviromment. To arrest this decline we recommend that
we rapidly stabilize our population and make optimum use of our
natural environment.
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TOPIC II - OPTIMIM USE OF MAN-MADE ENVIRONMENT

The factors involved in our present form of urban developement
are deeply rooted in society. Attainment of an optimum man-made
environment requires not only a deeper understanding of what constitutes
an optimum environment, but, if it is to be truly achieved, a significant
reorganization and modification of all the components of our social order.

Such changes in our physical system necessitates changes in our
values, nomms, and organizational systems. Less than this will result
either in a partial alleviation of the present environmental problems
or in coersive action by government at a high cost to other societal
values. While continuous growth is recognized as an infeasability
in a closed ecological system such as planet Earth, the unmet needs
of the existing population will require new developments until the
optimm population of the planet is afforded equitable and optimum
life-supporting systems. The man-made environmental elements of these
systems include such things as beauty, convenience, diversity, safety,
privacy, dignity, equality of opportunity, and self-esteem as well
as food, clothing and shelter.

The decision-making base for determining the optimum development
of the man-made envirorment should be expanded to include natural
resources ecologically involved in the decision - rather than only
the econamic factors immediately involved in the decision. The
ecosystem and not the geo-political unit should be the primary
consideration controling man-made envircnment. Society must adopt
a set of regulations and practices which permits the orderly, effective,
and esthetically pleasing development of urban areas. Such
requlations and practices must:

(1) aim at eliminating the econamically speculative aspects of land
holding and development;

(2) assure the full development of land prepared by the commumity
for its growth; and

(3) provide positive controls on the visual quality of the man-made
environment and its impact on the natural environment.

In realizing the optimm use of man-made environment:

(1) housing and transportation are two of the most critical problems
that must be solved;

(2) pollution must be viewed as an overriding issue; and

(3) social, environmental and esthetic damages for governmental,
and private actions must be made accountable and corrective actions
or compensation should be required of the perpetrators.
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SPECIFIC PROFOSALS TO IMPLEMENT DECLARATION

To foster these general goals we recommend:
1. The human species as part of nature,

We propose that the social and paychological problems confronting A. First, since the disabling social and peychological consedquences of
human beings derive in large part from a failure tO recoqmize our population and pollution work disproportionately to the detriment of the
dependence on the whole of the natural world. We suggest that the first dlsadvantaged mincrities, we urge the recognition of the vital importance
step to practical solutions is the realization that humanity is part of, of achieving liberation and economic equality for the disadvantaged, which
and ghould liwe in harmony with, nature. includes the social pollution of racism, discrimination, and callous

An optimm size for human population, therefore, is ane that indifference to human needs.
provides scope not only for the fulfillment of human needs for all peaple, ACTION TMPL TONS
Ewi?n:a.gnuwﬂﬁinaﬂsi&nﬁ.ﬂ_unnﬁ!n%.!ﬂ To . Fhmas . Ysi
the diversity of environments that murture life on this unique planet. 1. That all populati i 1 public and private, urban

and non-urban, national and 1 {onal should omsider social and paychol
1. Optimm population and optimm condition for human life. ramificantions as primary dimenslons of the suggested activities, that s, that

We recognize that the mize of the human population most conducive to social human needs be considered over and above the structural concerns of institutions.

and psychological well-being can be calculated anly with reference to an S e R e St
optimm lovel of living. If we have no aspirations for the way poople live, Y Gt A ditag e,

we have no population problem. Optisum conditions for hamn life would pro-
vido not only that all people are nourished adequately for full physical,
paychological, and spiritual grosth, but that the provision of other -

important needs--those for clothing, shelter, ion, space, and 4, That we impl the

3. That guaranteed income as an econamic base for optimmm 1ife-support be
instituted; and that we restructure the existing tax system to achieve the abows

dati. of the P

‘
;

recroation — be sufficient to augment rather than repress the development

af full human potentinl and dignity. Finally, an optimm psychological and
soclal context for human well-being includes a social climate of respect for
individuals and groups, regardless of race, sex or beliefs. all,

Civil Disorders (Kerner Report, 1968).
5, That a Hational Health Insurance plan be made available for all strata.
6. That child care, community planned and operated, be made available for

7. 'That to close the gap between the standards of living or people of the
Third World and the affluent develeped nations, the U, 5. foreign molicy
adopt friendly, helpful attitudes toward indigi popul in
underdeveloped countries and cease supporting totalitarian, minority govern-
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B, Second, in recognition that the soclal-psychological ditioning of
wamen and men seriously limits the options of both, and especially the realization

of the potential of women, the central focus on the changing roles of women is
mandatory 1 we are to reduce population growth and changs patterns of consumption.
A healthy partnership of wamen and men in & fully egnlitarisn soclety will foater
the social environment and social institutions peeded to reverse pro-natalist beha-
vior. Therefore:

ACTION DMPLEMENTATIONS

1, To implesent these proposals, we the adop of the Feminist

approach, which values the individulaity and equality of the sexsa, so that girls
and boys, women and men will leam to respect the primacy of person and gender.

2. Advocate and implement the proposition that women should be proportionately
present on every public board and commissfion, and in every agency and public offios.
3. We urge recognition of the importance of the mass media to effectively
Teverse pro-natalist policles. We propose that the Pederal Communication Commission
(F.C.C.) apply the doctrine of falrmess and accuracy in portraying the present roles
of women, and glve to the p 1nl role changes of wamen and men that

TSt emerge.

. puarantee of reacurces for adequate houaing for everyone.

€ ,Third, we affim the necessity of miking cptimm usape and distribution of
resources conaistent with human needs, and therefore propose:
ACTTON IMPLEMENTATTONS
1. That the federal goverrment meek means to guArantes to every Amerdcan
the requirements of a decent Mving without subpidizing .wan XCeas resource con-
surption and pollution production of the total American cconamy.  Specifionlly
we reccrmend 6 federal system of guaranteed minimum and mrdmem tncomes for o
families and individunls, maintaining inocme sufficlent to free il Americins

nt Instituté for Botanical Documentation

fram the constraints of poverty. Minimm income levels should be entabllabed
by tharough, comlete, and ip-to-date surveys of living costa, and should be
sufficlent to pay the full cost of adequate housing, food, clothing, ard other
esseutiale ot ourrent prices.

2. We belleve that adequate health servies 1= a right of every irnlividual or
to thia point urge the establishment of frwe ooeprehensive medical care for
individual. Aeong these belng the repeal of all sbortlon laws, avallsbility of
free birth control information and avadlability of free pre- and post-natal caee,
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education towards the needs of pecple,

3. We recognize our present flow of resources through mast government programls
results in dncreased econamlc well-beirg of middle and upper class Wilte Americans i |
Therefore, we d the of

Tlow in progrees by putting the bc
reacurces into the heads of reciplent pecples and ollowing them to control their 4=
=)

4. We advocate the rehabilitation of all olums, both rural and urban, and _.sz

ze

5. 'We advooate the establishment of adequate mass publie bransportaticn within— |

and botween eities, thereby decreasing need for private use of the mtomobile,
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6. We mre resolwed to chonge roning and subdivislon regulntions which sustain
discrimination on an econcmlc or racinl bases, and which encourage wasteful creation
af guarter, half and full sere plots, rather than smiller holdings with more useful
Ereen spacen and recreational facilities in common. The basic powers of land plamndng
and land use regulation should be exercised by bodies covering broad and economically
aignifoant geographic areas, such s metropolitan areas or river valleys.

7/ Amonp our eount serioun natlonal problems 1s the growth of alienation, snomie
ond related sooinl pathologles. These to a large extent emanate from the growth of

political, socinl and economic fnstitutions which destroy opportunities for participation,

belongingnens, relevance and pernonal growth. Much greater attention must be paid by
plunners and policy mlers to the development of nocial and physical envirorments

which meet basio humin neads.

D. In order to influence or modify attitudes and current
patterns of behavior, we recommand;:
l. That it ia the responsibility of all of us as delegates to

this First National Congress on Optimum Population and Environment
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of our speakers and resource paople, to the organization, groups,

al Documentation

and institutions which we represent,

2. That it is the responsibility of this Congress to publicize

nic

ta

and make available the proceedings of this body to government leader
including federal, state, or eity; officials of private organizatio

whether conservation, welfare, religious, health, or mocial; the

T

leaders of our educational, vocational training, and research ;wn.‘.nﬁm
tions and foundations, including all levels from pre-school and day-
care centers through college and adult-education Programs.,

3. ‘That those who buy and sell advertising, and each and everys

stitute

one of us who consume the products of this advertising,consider tho

n

of p t pattorns of life and act responsibly to adop ey
an ecologically-oriented ethic of behavior which takes into aceount
the pressures of over-population as well as the results of pollution
of our environment by greed, poverty, racism, and sexism (in alphao-
betic .order),.

he Hun

4. That we initiate a major acticn research effort to determine4—

the most empirically-effective method of changing current ideals .-ta..aV/

Za)
family mize and actual childbearing behaviar, It would study .._.wnnud i
native methods of influencing or modifying existing norms. QZL
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5. That this Congress establish an agency, acting as a
clearing house for information and research, which will affix
an “wtological seal-of-approval® to these products, actions, and
behaviors which minimize the degradation of our environment and

all living thingam.
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TOPIC IV

Governmental Approaches to Problems of Population/Environment

Section A.

The Government of the United States of America must adopt as a first priority
a4 national environmental policy that will preserve, restore and create
elements of our enviromment that will enhance to an cptimal level, the health
and well-being of our population and maintian the ecological balance of the
national and the world.

Reports on the environment, population, and the health and welfare of our
citizenry have been prepared by numerous Federal Executive agencies, the
Congress, and Task Forces. A review of the recommendations and goals

contained within these reports should be undertaken, summarized, and released

to the public., On the basic of this review, action programs should be initiated.

It is the feeling of this body that the following recommendations deserve
immediate consideration:

That the Council on Environmental Quality be strongly supported with
adequate funds to provide a high-level group of broadly qualified
resource specialists, demographers, ecologists, economists, and
other social, physical and biological scientists.

That national policy for environmental imporvement include the
concept that known environmental hazards (e.g., radiation, noise,

lead poisoning) should not be allowed to increase irrespective of
whether specific adverse health effects can be presently demonstrated.

That action on problems which we know how to solve must not await
further refinement of knowledge.

That a comprehensive federal program for the monitoring of the
environment be initiated and assigned high priority. Such a moni-
toring effort must include comprehensive.analysis.

Immediate dction --

That mining be conducted with minimum possible damage to the environment.
Strip mining especially must be investigated and closely regulated,
particularly in Appalachia (notably in Pike County, Kentucky), Colorado,
Montana, North Dakota, and in all other states where strip mining

threatens environmatl quzlity. Any land strip mined must be restored

as nearly as possible to its former state or better, with proper disposal
of tailings and residues, and full effective replanting of all mined areas.
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Finally, we feel that it is imperative that the Congress on Optimum Population and
Environment begin immediately to cultivate the public trust through actions as well
as words. As a first attempt to enter the action arena, we request the continuing
structure of this Congress establish an investigative commision to formulate an
optimum feasible national poliey on surface mining. As a first step, this Commission
shall investigate strip mining practices in the Cumberland mountains of the
Appalachia South, and release a full report on their findings to the delegates
attending this Congress, and the press.

Section B

We recommend that the government of the United States in 1970 estiablish a

national policy on population. This policy should develop, encourage, and implement,
at the earliest possible time, the necessary policies, attitudes, social standards,

and actions which will, by voluntary means, consistant with human rights and individual
conscience, stabilize the population of the United States. This policy should aim to
achieve an average rate of population growth not greater than zero, and thereby promote
the future well-being of the citizens of this Nation. Federal and State governments
should develop short and long range plans which aim to achieve desirable distribution
of population and related economic activity in order to emphasize the social quality

of life, prevent and minimize environmental degradation, and encourage economic growth
in the less developed parts of the United States.

To implement this policy we recommend the following:

I. PRINCIPLE means for attailning zero populatien growth should
1. be effective
2. be voluntary and consistent with human rights, individual conscience and
freedom of choice
. not penalize children
be consistent with stability of the family
avoid coercion and compulsion
avold raising of death rates, for example, through war, famine and disease
provide for political participation and social and economic justice for
minority groups

o - RV T

*

II. ACTIONS

1. Eliminate all laws which restrict the availability of family planning informationm,

contraception, sterilization, and abortion.
2. Maximize funding by Federal, State, and Local governments to provide for:

a. free family planning information and services, including contraceptiom,
abortion, and sterilization, to every American desiring such services

b. research in the biological, medical, contraceptive development, behavioral,
and program implementation fields related to population and family planning

c. training manpower necessary to provide the above services and research

d. public information and education to communicate to all Americans the dangers
of population growth .

3. Establish with adequate funding a new Cabinet level Department of Populationm,
Envigonment, and Resources.

4. Eliminate those laws, including tax laws, as well as government and private
practices, which encourage childbearing.

5. Assign in Congress, top priority to all bills related to population which are
now before it.

6. Include in all Federal, State, Regional, and Local development plans comprehensive
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cost-benefit analyses, for law, medium, and high population projections.

7. Extend positive government programs to improve the status of all women and
encourage satisfying roles for women that would be alternatives to motherhood.

Section C

We urge that National and State governments give immeidate priority to the problem
of technology assessment.

The large number of scientists working today, combined with the large amounts of public
and private funds for research and development, are generating an unprecedented rate
of technological growth. This is causing a millenium of change in a few short years.

We are also concerned with the increasing ability of technology to affect large numbers
of peope. We recognize that certain technological advancement is both a necessary

and worthy goal -- yet a misjudgement in assessing the effects of technological
innovations such as nuclear power, the SST, and food additives can cause catastrophe.

Therefore, we urge increased assessment of technology by legislative and scientific
advisory committees and through citizens class action suits and increased surveillance
by administrative agencies.

Further, we feel it imperative that there be established an environmental authority

with power to evaluate and substantially influence the employment of techmnological
innovations.
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TOPIC V - POPULATION, ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION

The Population/Environment Education work group recognizes the following:
I. Overpopulation and a rapidly deteriorating environment exist in America today.
A. One section insisted that their basis position be read unchanged as follows:
With our present population of over 200 million, we have already passed the
optimum level of population for this country.

II. The American population must be made aware of the fact that these conditions
(overpopulation and a deteriorating enviromment) are the primary contributors
to a generally decreasing quality of life experiences for all of us.

I1I. Sound population and environmental principles must be used to overcome the

decreasing quality of life.

IV. Any educational endeavor to increase the guality of life for all Americans must
recognize and accommodate the socio/ethnic diversity of the American people.

Therefore, we challenge not only the professional educators but also the members
of every American community. We challenge them to provide a climate for ongoing
dynamic interchange of responsible ideas and projects in which environmental
problems can be critically analyzed. We further challenge them to recognize the
fact that this climate will not be possible unless the dangers - the very real
dangers - of American racism, America’'s war in Southeast Asia, and American poverty
are exposed in their true light and immediate measures taken to eliminate their
inhibiting presence. Finally, we challenge the American community to recognize
the fact that effective and lasting educational programs cannot possibly result
from even an ideal climate unless a sense of sacrifice of money, time, and selfish
aims is generated in all of us and in all of the institutions which we represent.

Group V urges the First National Congress on Optimum Population and Environment to
adopt the following policy recommendations:

The recommendations approach the educational role at four levels - National and
State, Community, Institutional, and Personal.

NATIONAL AND STATE LEVELS
We recommend that education adequate for all citizens to guarantee a quality of life

commensurate with their personal geals, needs and rights ne made available. We
support in principle, the Environmental Quality Education Act HR 1475 and companion

bills - and their funding to establish a national committment to population environment

education.

We urge the Congress of the U.5. to encourage and support the dissemination of
existing curricular materials (in the broadest sense), the development, evaluation,
and dissemination of new and improved curricular material in population and environ-

mental materials for educational programs at preschool, elementary, secondary, college

and adult educational levels.

Lack of recognition and support of environmental population problems is another area
of environmental pollution. Therefore we urge that the U.S. Office of Education and
all other agencies in a position to determine educational direction of this country
recognize the area of optimum population and environment as the major national
priority and give it appropriate support.
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Each state department of education should establish an office of population and
environmental education to institute, coordinate and facilitate educational programs
in this area utilizing all existing relevant organizations and materials.

The National Congress on Population and Enviromment should establish an ongoing
committee to make immediately available a program of services to educational, pro-
fessional, and civic organizations, which facilitates the inclusion of population
and envirommental education in their activities.

All recommendations of this Congress with relevence to the educational community
should be communicated to allappropriate school authorities.

Teacher certification boards should require appropriate background in population
and enviromment for all teachers at all levels.

Interdisciplinary environmental learning centers should be created, in which
students can receive up to a full year of generally transferable college credit for
population and environmental studies.

Two weeks prior to the 1970 national elections should be designated for a nation-
wide consideration of national population and environmental priorities.

COMMUNITY LEVEL

Education in population and enviromment should not be limited to or confined in
schools and colleges, but should involve adults and the total community through
television, radio, the press, extension services, the arts, libraries and museums.
Workshops should be held for the public in churches, businesses, fraternal and
civic organizations.

The experience of this population-environment Congress must be recreated in similar
Congresses formed by and for local student badies, as a stimulus to their involve-
ment in curriculum revision, and as the source of student delegates to the next
National Population/Environment Congress.

The utilization of other institutions and facilities within the community should be
an integral part of a school's population and environmental education program.

INSTITUTIONAL

Colleges of education have a responsibility to prepare teachers in the area of
population and environmental education.

The curriculum should be enlarged to include environmental action programs.

The climate of the present educational systems of 'teacher imparting of information
and answers', is also a part of pollution and should be changed, It should be changed
to a climate of dynamic interchange which develops a background for the learning of
the following:
a. discovery of new problems and issues
b. critical analysis of these issues
c. exploration of available and ideal choices and solutions
d. evolution of new values
e. use of knowledge and information in developing intelligent
decisions and action
f. implementation of these actions and assuming responsibility
for their consequences
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Workshops should be funded to reach in-service teachers. NSF sponsored teacher
institutes and other similar institutes should be requested to incorporate popula-
tion and environmental education in a portion of their program.

The problem-solving approach should be prominent in teaching methods, because of the
need to develop the permanent decision-making skills that are necessary for democratic
solutions to population-environment problems.

Curriculum development projects in population-environment studies must be encouraged
to produce materials for teachers and students.

PERSONAL

All of our educational solutions to the problems of overpopulation and envirommental
degradation necessitates a change in the basic b havior and attitudes of the America
people. We encourage the American people to consider the development of new and
alternative educating structures and institutions at all levels. We strongly
recommend that an Earth Week be held next spring to evaluate the progress of
on-going programs and to re-dedicate ourselves.
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TOPIC VI

POPULATION/ENVIRONMENT AND THE AMERICAN ECONOMY

The target for this proposal is Business & Government.

I. Towards a Spaceship Economy.

Unfortunately the market mechanism as it currently functions
in the American economic system does not direct the costs of
pollution to other forms of environmental degradation to those
primarily responsible for them. For example, the Army Corps of
Engineers dredging the slime from Lake Erie at the public cost,
the companies such as Wyandotte Chemical, General Motors, and
Bethlehem Steel and the municipalities who generate the more than
ten billion gallons per day of waste material dumped into Lake
Erie do not pay the cost of even removing this waste - let alone
the cost of recycling it, The clearest economic imperative is
the invention of ways to assess the costs of environmental degra-
dation and of ways to levy such costs against those who find
themselves in a position where their business' short term economic
gain is greater if they avoid the costs of recycling their products
and of regenerating their wastes,

We propose:

1. New system of national accounting: Current economic
measures of national income such as GNP conflict fundamentally with
sound accounting practices and have led to environmentally disastrous
fiscal and monetary policies. We propose that government develop a
new system of national income accounts which include: pure air, clean
water, open space, raw materials, silence, and natural beauty as a

cost offset against current income.

==
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2. Further, in order that individual businesses internalize
all costs of environmental degradation for which they are responsible,
we propose that a new system of taxes and regulations be enacted
which enforce "life cycle costing" on all manufacturers and businesses,
Ideally, the price of each product would then include the cost of
recycling or disposal consistent with ecological balance. One of
the essential functions of the Council of Environment should be to
develop a set of environmental standards and methods for establishing
scale values. In other words, difficulties exist in costing such
resources as natural beauty and open space, and procedures for such
costing should be developed within this agency.

3. Finally, by means of a new campaign of public information
and education, individuals need to become aware of the full social
and environmental costs of additional children; of the beneficial
consequences of lower population size and the disastrous effects
of continued population growth., We emphasize that the level of
consumption of material goods is one of the main reasons that
large populations are a threat to the environment. It is at least
as difficult and time-consuming as it is rewarding and fulfilling
to have and raise children properly. And a correct economic solution
would include providing much more extensive and more meaningful
alternatives within the economic system for women, including free
day care centers, etc.

IMPLEMENTATION: Education, agitation of business and government,
creation of an advisory council and/or task force to the fledgling
council on environment to deal with the anticipated problems of costing
gualitative resources and imposing appropriate taces of legislative

enforcement.

. . . . = 2 = . .
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II. Economic Justice

Target: Government
l. In the U,8,

Unfortunately with all the work to be done in this country
to rescue its land to serve its inhabitants, there is the virtual
certainty of structural unemployment during the transition of the
spaceship economy. We propose that government develop a system of
guaranteed annual income in order to allow expansion of our critically
strapped medical, educational and cultural facilities and allow
development of new roles in the American economy. It is not correct
to consider a person acting to save the environment, acting to educate
her or his children, of acting to clean house as a person not at work;
we consider it in the national interest that our young be well cared
for, and that the American economy develop new freedoms, new rewards
and opportunities for all its citizens.

2. In the Werld.

Economic justice demands that we protect other countries from
U,S, expleitation of manipulation of their natural resources; and
further that the costing system developed to bring about the space-
ship economy does not lead our polluters to move their dirty operations
elsewhere.

3. Locally,

Economic justice demands that natural environments and communities
in this society be protected from economic exploitation. We must be
prepared to save the environment at the lecal level., For example:
this Congress should go on record as strongly opposed to the strip
mining of Pike Co., Kentucky.

IMPLEMENTATION: Political action, election of committed officials.

I1I. Reordering National Priorities.

We believe that the transition to a spaceship economy and economic
justice will require massive federal funding. We propose that a master
plan for the American economy be drawn up, providing for an independent
analysis of national defense requirements, We propose that programs
for rebuilding the central cities of the nation, providing additional
educations and recreation services, and building new forms of urban
and intercity transit be evolved and funded from a 1iscal dividend
produced by lessened national defense spending, We suggest that
technological change and increased productivity are the means by which
new life styles may be eveolved in which the requirements and charac-
teristics of work are redefined, standards of consumption which are
less commodity and energy-oriented are adopted, and a wider and more
creative set of leisure-time activities are produced. The work and
leisure-time alternatives of women should be expanded permitting as
least as wide a range of choices and activities as those accorded men.
We propose that the public and private services sector of the economy
be greatly enlarged in order to reduce pollution-creating consumption
- provide an "employer of last resort" status for the federal govern-
ment, and expand the individual's access to education and medical
services.
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TOPIC VIT

THE ARTS IN RELATION TO THE

POPULATION/ENVIRONMENT CRISIS

THE ARTS HAVE A UNIQUE POINT OF VIEW
WHICH MUST BE COMBINED WITH SCIENCE,
TECHNOLOGY, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
STRUCTURES TO HELP PEOPLE IN THE SELF=-
DETERMINATION OF THEIR ENVIRONMENT., WE
DO NOT SEE ART AS EMBELLISHMENT. WE DO
NOT THINK THAT THE ARTS SHOULD BE USED
TO WHITEWASH A BRUTAL SOCIETY.

THE ARTS INTUITIVELY RECKON WITH INTER-
RELATIONSHIPS, THE VIEWPOINT OF THE
ARTS IS INEVITABLY THE ECOLOGICAL VIEW-
POINT. THE ARTS OFFER US A NEW FRAME=-
WORK WHICH PERMITS US TO LOOK AT EXIST-
ING SITUATIONS WITH A WHOLLY NEW PRE-
CEPTION, THE ARTS CAN CREATE AN ENVI=-
RONMENT RESPFONSIVE TO THE DEEPLY FELT
VALUES OF ALL HUMAN BEINGS.

WE BELIEVE THAT WHAT IS LACKING IN PRE=-
SENT ENVIRONMENTS IS A SENSE OF POTENCY,
A SENSE THAT PEOPLE ARE ABLE TO DETER-
MINE FOR THEMSELVES =-- AND IN FACT CREATE
== THE ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH THEY LIVE.

AS BENETTA WASHINGTON HAS QUESTIONED,
"What opportunities can be
provided for the constructive
use of creative energies of
men and women that must have
outlets?"

WE THINK THE ARTS HAVE ONE ANSWER. WE

BELIEVE THAT THE CREATIVE PROCESS BE-

LONGS TO ALL MEN AND SHOULD BE DENIED

TO NONE.

WE RECOMMEND THAT THIS CONGRESS ESTAB-
LISH AN ART RESERVOIR =-- A NETWORK OF
ARTISTS --REPRESENTING ALL POPULATION
GROUPS AND ALL TYPES OF ARTISTIC TALENTS.
THIS BOARD WOULD PROVIDE ALL GROUPS
ACCESS TO ARTISTS, WHO IN TURN CAN ASSIST
THESE GROUPS IN COMMUNICATING THEIR CON-
CERN FOR THE FUTURE AND THEIR DESIRE FOR
ACTION IN THE PRESENT, ARTISTS STAND
READY TO USE THEIR SPECIAL SKILLS IN
HELPING COMMUNITIES TO CONTROL THE EVO-
LUTION OF THEIR ENVIRONMENT,
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SECONDLY WE URGE SPONSORING OF PROJECTS
FOR MASS PARTICIPATION IN THE ARTS.
FUNDING FOR WORKSHOPS AND INDIVIDUAL
ARTISTS NOW EXPERIMENTING WITH MASS
PARTICIPATION MUST BE PROVIDED., WE

KNOW OF COMMUNITY TELEVISION EFFORTS,
CHILDREN'S STREET ART PROGRAMS AND

OTHER EFFORTS TO TAP THE CREATIVE ENERGIES
IN ALL PEOPLE WHICH SET A MODEL FOR AC-
TIVITIES WHICH MUST BE EXPANDED.

INDIVIDUAL EFFORTS IN THE ARTS MUST
ALSO BE PROMOTED. INDIGINOUS ARTISTS
MUST BE ASSISTED IN EFFORTS TO DOCU-
MENT LIFE IN AREAS THEY KNOW BEST, IN
ART FORMS MOST FAMILIAR TO THEM.

THIS CONGRESS SHOULD GO ON RECORD EN-
COURAGING THE INFUSION OF THE ART AND
DESIGN VIEWPOINT INTO OUR SCHOOLS AND
INTO OUR MEDIA, IF THE ENVIRONMENT IS
TO BE REFORMED, THEN PEOPLE MUST HAVE THE
CREATIVE TOOLS TO GIVE NEW SHAPE AND NEW
BEAUTY TO THE WORLD WHICH THEY INHABIT.
MUSEUM FACILITIES AND OTHER CULTURAL
INSTITUTIONS MUST MOVE TO ACCOMMODATE
THIS VISION., THE CULTURE MUST EMERGE
FROM THE PEOPLE AND THE CULTURAL CENTERS
MUST BE WHERE THE PEOPLE ARE. DESIGN
EDUCATION MUST BE EDUCATION FOR LIFE
SYSTEMS,

AND FINALLY WE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE THAT
UNLESS THERE IS A MAJOR REALLOCATION IN
PRIORITIES =-- AND THIS MEANS MAKING
MONEY AND MEANS AVAILABLE -- WITHOUT
THIS NECESSARY STEP THE CREATIVE REGEN-
ERATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT BY THE PEOPLE
WILL NEVER BE ACHIEVED.

THE VISION OF THE ARTS IS A VISION OF

THE HUMAN SPIRIT FULFILLED. IT SEEMS TO
US THAT THIS IS WHY WE HAVE COME TO-
GETHER -- TO CREATE IN FACT A VISION
WHICH WE ALL SHARE, A VISION OF THE HUMAN
SPIRIT FULFILLED.
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TOFIC VIII

Ethical Aspects of Population/Environment Control

We are aware that all expressions of life on earth are interdependent, and
together make up a marvelous and constantly changing process. Indeed, for
some, even in this secular age, this life process has deep and specifically
religious meaning.

We are aware, also, that each human being is of value and is entitled to
abundant life and equal d:l.grﬂ:ty with his or her fellow humans.

Moreover, we recognize that present human proliferation and accompanying
environmental deterioration threaten both the overall interdependent life
process and the value and dignity of every human being.

Therefore, in light of these things, we support an ethical life-style that
includes the following positions:

1. That people have the right to procreate only within the
context of their responsibilities to themselves, to
children already living (both of their family and those
of others), and to the overall social and biotic
communities to which they belong. Responsibility to the
blotic community involves no less than a stewardship
that both cleanses, and maintians the integrity of the
natural order.

2. That this right of procreation, so delineated, involves
ready access to contraceptive information, drugs and devices
to all who want them, along with the ready availability of
adoption, abortion, sterilization, and fertility information,
counsel and services.

3. That all major agencles and institutions within the socilety
should redirect their concerns toward population stabilization
and proper consumption, distribution and preservation patterms
within the social and natural envirorments. In particular, we
urge the churches, still the voice of moral authority for
many, to think through the full meaning of their beliefs and
teachings, especially the central ethic of love, in the
light of the foreboding ecological indexes, and to promote
what we feel will be the newly arrived at theological and
ethieal concluslons through their wvarious chamnels of
communication. Included in the latter are not only pronounce-
ments by bodies of ecclesiastical governance, but also sermons
from local pulpits and curricula and other church educational
tools.
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Wednesday, June 10th, 1970

Topic IX American Life Styles--Sex and Reproduction--

Policy Statement:
Given the current population and ecological crises, every American should
begin immediately to exercize a life style that seriously acknowledges every indi-
vidual's responsibility to limit reproduction. To achieve this every American,
whether single or married should:
begin to effectively separate sexuality from reproduction,

have available every means of controlling unwanted births,
including contraceptives, abortion and voluntary sterilization,

be free of whatever restrictions of the past, whether legal,
medical, religious or psychological that prevent this goal.

America's public morality and institutions must begin to acknowledge the zEmxuzk
the achievement of sexual freedom and varieties of life styles that are not only
increasingly present in our society, but a major means to responsible population
control.

Recommendations:

1. Birth Control: Repeal all anti-birth control legislation including anti-
abortion laws. Remove all xEstxiExisrs restrictive regubtions not required by

considerations of health. Include birth control information as part of the

infexzasier human sexual education curricula of all school systems.

2. Sex Roles: In order to achieve optimum population size and full individual
human potential, all distinctions based on sex must be eliminated from American
society immediately. In order to begin removing barriers to the achievement of
these goals, Congress must pass the Equal Rights Ammendment to the U.S. Constitution

which would prohibit 2xx legal discrimination based on sex.

3. Alternative Life Styles: In order that individuals have the fmm freedom to

participate in any alternative life style without social, economic or legal
barriers (other than protection of individuals against infringement on their
rights by others), we must promote options to the 'ideal American Way of Life'.
We urge that this be done through education, govenmental change, the mass media,

research, religious and other organizations, and $ personal example. We also
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homes for all children by eliminating restrictions based on sex, race, religion,

or marital status. We recommend that financial subsidies be provided where needed,
We encourage the development of a variety of alternative life styles--both

spontaneous and planned., What follows is one example of planned, systematic xmx

research on alternative life styles:

Resources should be made available for pilot experimental programs
to explore new social programs which would provide alternative roles
for women and men. Such programs would permit the redefinition of
the parental functions, sharing of the child-rearing tasks, the
development of community child-care facilities, and the development
of the full economic potential of women and men.

Evaluation of these experimental programs would seek to determine
the happiness and growth of the participants, the viability of such
E¥EIEmEY programs, and the effect on fertility that such innovations
would have. Information gained from such programs would be dissemi-
nated to groups around the country interested in dExi developing
similar social models.

4. Education: Given the need for public education on population control, a
major research program should be {nitiated to determine the most BifREgIN
effective mthods of changing attitudes regarding the number of children de-
sired. As an integral part of such a program a nat onal clearing-house should
be established for the collection and dissemination of succesful educational
approaches.

Such research should go beyond the examination of current 1life styles to
include mthods of increasing public awareness of the material and ecological

standard of living that will be inherited by our grandchildren.
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MEDICAL CAUCUS

Since medical science has made sexual expression possible
without fear of unwanted childbirth and all its negative effects,
and since overpopulation is a major threat to health, we urge the
health professionals to provide free and easy access to voluntary
birth control, including sterilization and abortion and other
services related to sexual expression, as a right to all, regardless
of age, sex, marital or socio-economic status.

To implement this, we urge the health professionals:
I. Education:
A. To include in-depth study of sexual behavior and the reproductive
control as an integral part of all health professional
curricula.
B. To actively support education on human sexuality in all schools

(public and private) that offers informatian regarding bircth
control, including sterilization and abortion, and exculdes

indoctrination regarding specific "sex roles.” To create
facilities for such education where local schools fail to do
S0.

€C. To promote the use of mass media for the distribution of
sclentifically accurate informatien regarding sexual behavior
and control of reproduction.

II1. Services

A. To recruit health professionals to participate in a national
voluntary population control program.

B. To develop special training programs for health professionals
in birth control techniques, including abortion and sterilization,
and other aspects of health care related to human sexuality.

C. To give medical sanction to abortian on an outpatieat basis.
D. To establish birth control, including sterilization and abortion,

as essential health services withing the public and private
health care program.
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TOPIC X - POLITICAL AND COMMUNITY ACTION

Preamble (to the First National Congress)

We are dedicated to the creation of new life stylesconsistent with the delicate
balance of nature. We are unified in working together for an ultimately sound
ecosystem that must be implemented on all levels now.

Qur commitment begins with a sense of disquietude and ends with action that will
create and maintain the highest possible quality of life.

We recognize that all life is sacred,yet at present all life is threatened with
ecological destruction. People are unhappy with the unfulfilled lives they lead.

We believe that free, fulfulled individuals will acdept their communal responsibility
to all forms of life.

Since an ecological life style with its concommitant social values does not exist

in the U.S., we shall develop and implement policies consistent with attaining social
values which can bring about the cultural evolution necessary for such a truly sound
ecosystem.

Governments and corporations as well as people shall no longer act without regard for
others. Legislation can no longer tell us what to do with our bodies. We are
dedicated to the necessity to educate all to the needs of each person as he related
to his environment.

Further, we must re-evaluate not only the power in the U.S., but also the basic
needs of people consistent with a healthy ecological perspective. We recognize

that the population and environmental crises are one. We want the opportunity to
develop cultures consistent with a: stable population. We must be reasonable and
demand the seemingly impossible! These times are too dangerous .to stop short of the
utopian.

National Section of Group X Statement

To achieve an ecological and population balence there must be a reordering of national
and international priorities. This requires supporting mechanisms, human and

financial resources sufficient to this end. Inherent in such an achievement is a moral
and legal commitment to a bill of individual rights and responsibilities.

Among these rights and responsibilities are:
I. Participation in decision making effecting the quality of 1life and the
development of a peaceful and humane society.

II. Life in a healthful environment including adequate health care, adequate nutritiom,
clean air and water, freely available voluntary contraception, abortion, and steriliza-
tion services, adequate housing, access to and use of open lands and recreational space.

II1. Comprehensive education to enable the individual to prepare for and to pursue a
meaningful role in society.

Among the implementation measures that we feel as urgent we see the following as primary
in importance.

We must immediately end the war in Southeast Asia, the arms race, the space race, and
the preoccupation with increasing national economic growth, so that we can redirect
our national energy to problems of the population and the environment. Te that end,
we should educate and involve the American people at the grass-roots about the need
for a life style of material restraint and the urgency of the population-environment

isis - ‘ | 5
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contend that it will be impossible to solve these problems as long as we spend the
major part of the Federal budget on defense and on such negative priorities as the
SST, MIRV, ABM, and the trans-Alaskan Pipe Line System. Revision of priorities will
require that our nation provide employment reallocation and aid for social and
economic readjustment to those Americans who might otherwise be victimized by a
reduction of defense and aerospace industries and of other affected enterprises.

COMMUNITY ACTION RELATED TO THE CORPORATE POWER STRUCTURE

Whereas we need a drastic reordering of life styles.

Whereas we need to reorder our economic priorities and our consumption of world
resources away from the military, industrial complex and toward an equilibrium
service-based economy.

Whereas institutions (both governmental and private) need to be more responsive
to the lives of the people they effect.

We challenge all policies and concepts devoted to growth for growth's sake.
Realizing the inter-relationship of all the problems, we must work towards a
total, ecological view by breaking down the barriers between disciplines that prevent
man from seeing the true nature and scope of his predicament.

We must,

1. 1Identify and expose and then utilize the submerged power wielders' in our society.
2. Challenge the premise that individuals can hide behind the anomyity of the
corporate facade.

3. Challenge the dominance of the communications media by profit motivated corporate
advertising and the preoccupation of the commercial mass media to serve the
corporate interest.

4. Expose regulatory agencies that are the tools of the very industries they
supposedly police and demand that they discharge their true responsibilities to the
citizen.

5. We call for action to enlarge the definition of corporate responsibility to
society by 1, legal means, 2. consumer/citizens pressure, 3. new legislation.

6. We oppose corporate feudalism in the exploitation of all natural resources. Such
as farm lands, minerals.

7. We urge the vigorous enforcement of existing anti-trust legislation and new

laws to prevent further vertical and horizontal agglomeration.

8. Reform of tax laws that promote corporate activities that are inconsistent and
incompatible with social values.

9. We urge the large scale use of new generation computer information technology

to effect true multi-disciplinary planning in helping solve our societal/ecological
crisis.

10. We urge the humanist use and democratism of computer technology.

The First National Congress on Optimum Population and Environment perceives that the
need for the following programs related to the environmental issues of peace, poverty,
pollution and population is of critical - and, perhaps, of pivotal importance - and
that, for each, federal, state and private funding must immediately be forthcoming.

1. The development of new and improved environmental educational curricula for use
at all levels of instruction, including innovative and experimental local programs
for adult education and continuing education for public officials and administrators,
as well as civie, business and professional groups.

2. The development of new and improved communications materials and techniques for

the promotion of environmental understanding and awareness among all the public
through the mass media, particularly television, and

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Do



-3 -

3. The funding of non-profit community organizations undertaking projects,
experimental as well as conventiona, to promote on the local level understanding
and awareness of the aforesaid environmental issues.

These programs must be afforded adequate funding immediately and continuiously

by governmental appropriations and private assistance. It is imperative that token
funding be avoided; these programs must receive whatever funding is needed in order
to assure their effectiveness and to avoid fals economics in financial allocations.

It is absolutely necessary that once having made the determination to fund these
programs, governmental agencies and private contributors divest themselves of the
purse-strings power and strictures which can and do strangle efforts to develop
the creative and innovative programs we need.

Implementation

In support of the aforesaid resolution, we endorse the bills currently pending in
both houses of the Federal Congress (S 3151 and HR 14753) as the Environmental
Quality Education Act, and we urge the passage of said act during the current
session of Congress.

We further urge that each state without undue delay adopt and generously fund
similar legislation to effectuate the objectives set forth in this resolution.
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Topic XI: Technological Aspects of Population/Environment

We recognize that in many instances application of science and
technology in ignorance or disregard of the ecological and social
consequences has seriously degraded or threatened the environment.

Moreover, overemphasis on economic growth has contributed greatly
to environmental deterioration.

However, we believe that a sane and humanized technology is vital
for the solution of serious social problems and to minimize further
damage to the environment.

We therefore propose that American technology and applied science
be redirected away from continued increases in consumption of goods
and resources and toward the following goals:

1. Prompt termination of population growth.
oY 2. Improvement of environmental quality.
3. Achievement of a society in harmony with the life-systems
of the earth.
4. Redistribution of the benefits fo technology equitably
to all people.

To implement this resolution we make the following general recommendations:

That immediate action be taken to develop methods which insure maximum
possible recycling and reuse of resourcey including water, metals,
minerals, paper, glass and plastics, and industrial and domestic

~ wastes.

« 21

That ecological consequences of new technological processes and products
must be evaluated and made public before they are introduced.

That additional environment environmental protection offices be
established throughout the country to monitor and report on environmental
quality, and to represent the environmental needs of the people.

That the federal government proceed immediately toward international
cooperation in the monitoring and protection of our common world
environment.

That a national laboratory for environmental and population research,
and a system of regional environmental laboratories be established
with sustained federal support.

That a continuing study of power production methods be carried out to
evaluate environmental hazards of alternatipg methods of power
generation and to develop new methods of power production, fully
recogni®zing that there are physical limits on the amount of power
which can be gemerated on earth consistant with the continuation

of life.
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TOPIC XI

That agricultural technology and research should be directed toward
practices which conserve resources, protect the environment and lead
to improved quality of human nutrition.

That knowledge and technological resources be directed toward meeting
the needs of all sectors of societyfincluding provision for adequate
housing, nourishment, education, and attractive and diverse living
environments.

(The following represent the views of only one of the two study sections.)

In support of these general proposals we recommend the following
specific actions:

That a timetable be establisled to decrease pollution levels from
automobiles and that immediate prionty be given to replacing” internal
combustion engines with nonpolluting engines. Preze,+

That the development and establishment of a viable mass transit system be
givesatop priority and continued support.

That development of the SST be stopped immediately and that the
government ban any SST from U.S. airports.

That production and use of all persistent pesticides be phased out
as soon as possible.

That extraction of o0il from the Alaskan North Slope and from the
continental shelf be stopped,unfil abssdufe safequads cen 0e developed

4o arotent o Pnveron meat Howa ol !flﬂa.a‘,

That the U.S5. government refuse to allow inadequately protected super-
tankers to be registered in this country or operate in national waters.

That top priority be given to development of adequate solid waste
disposal systems.

That the devastations of uncontrolled strip mining be halted.

(Note that the eight specific recommendations above represent
the views of only one of the two study sections.)
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TOPIC XII

INFORMATION AND PUBLIC OPINION

Public opinion in a democracy must be changed before action
is possible. We have a good case, but it must be gotten out to the
people before it can be fully implemented.

We must also recognize that the process of changing public
opinion must go hand-in-hand with the action which changes our
society. To have knowledge of our environment we must participate
in changing it.

To help transmit this information to the public and appropriate
agencies, we make these recommendations to the Congress:

I. We should make available for public use the communications
technology for the public that is now available to institutions such
as educational, media, industrial and governmental agencies.

A high priority should be the use of a currently working
computer information system which will provide for participation by
a network of users whose special interests, activities and skills
can contribute to the solution of population and environmental problems.

The service should be flexible and independent of the special
interests of any one group.

We recommend that COPE investigate the potential of such enter-
prises and support and participate in an appropriate and promising
system,

II. An environmental news service could be established as a
COPE project. This would be a mailing service of news releases provided
free to the nation's press, The releases would be written in news
style. No such news service exists at present.

The newsletter would be issued by a COPE public information
office which would have other functions, including operating a speakers
bureau, coordinating environmental research programs, and calling
attention in advance to radio and TV programs that will help form
public opinion favorable to an improved environment.

III. A committee of COPE, comprising media experts and other
professionals, could be established to:

A, Coordinate and assist efforts already in progress, to
influence public opinion on population and environment, Such efforts
include:

1. For our children -- A Better America campaign

2, Information-gathering organizations such as Environmental
Information Service (EIS).
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3. Public Broadcasting environmental centers.

4, TV film productions produced by such groups as Planned
Parenthood, universities, ecology center, etc,

5. Population and Environmental publications.

IV. Monitoring squads on national, regional and local levels
should be established to call public attention to advertising and
other public statements that are environmentally misleading. Prominent
and competent persons should be called on to identify the source and
point out the mischief. They could be facilitated by COPE nationally
and by ecology centers locally.

V. We urge that delegates return to their communities and
help set up ecology centers where they do not exist and to participate
in them where they already have been established. These centers
should be used to collect and disseminate information on all major
environmental-population problems, Such centers would through constant
initiative, act to keep the community and all its media alerted,
interested and informed on these issues.

VI. Ecology centers and other local groups should get the
media directly involved not only in reporting the environmental crisis,
but in helping to solve it. An example is the participation of news-
papers in newsprint recycling, both by turning their own product back
for reuse and by using recycled paper.

VII. An important factor in getting the message to the people

is competent environmental reporting. We suggest that environmental
specialists consider careers in all media of journalism,
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POSITION STATEMENT
PRESENTED BY THE BLACK CAUCUS-=-
FIRST NATIONAL CONGRESS ON OPTIMUM POPULATION AND ENVIRONMENT

JUNE 7-11, 1970

Members of the Black community in attendance at this conference have
met and carefully considered the major problems being discussed and
the proposed solutions. It is an established fact that life and
life support perspectives as seen by Blacks and whites are seldom
concomitant. The philosophical concepts an’ the established pri-
orities of this Congress demonstrate the failure to include, during
the planning stages, significant Black input which reflects the in-
terests of Black people. It must be understood that there can be
no integrity for or credibility in any group which possesses solu-
tions that would affect all but are conceived by some. A revealing
commentary is that this Black Caucus had to be conceived and con=
vened on an ad hoc basis. Additionaly, any retrospective attempts
to legitimize a discussion of racism two days into the Congress

is a conciliatory gesture and an intellectual insult to Black people.

We call for the immediate reconstitution of this body to reflect
on all levels the need for input from the non-white community.
A common ground must be established if we are to deal wvith the to=

tal problem of human ecology. It is irresponsible to use hypothe-

tical future generations as a means to escape the consequences of
our failure to reorient the present-day priorities which are incon-
sistent and detrimental to the interests and needs of Black people.
The appeal of & new cause can not be allowed to distract us from

the unpleasant realities of today.

We submit to you the following considerations:
1. the present deliberations on the population and the environ=

ment can not ge based on the assumption of @ common national
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BLACK CAUCUS--POPULATION CONGRESS POSITION page 2

2. if individual productivity L{s to be replaced, what are the
projected alternatives for determining access to necessarty
life requirements such as food, shelter, etc.

3. birth control is no solution for the present day problems
of the living, vis-a-vis comprehensive health care.

4. the present system of disproportionate allocation of resour-
ces is uprealistic and incompatible with the i{mmediaste pri-
orities of the Black community.

5. the elimination of dangerous species such as rats, roaches
and other vermin is of more immediate concern to the Black
people than the preservation of brook trout, buffalo, and
bald eagles.

6. Black peoples' lives are already being destroyed through

exploltation, overcrowding, disease, starvation, and drugs.

It is imperative that this Congress works with us for the preserva-
tion of all mankind, with the assurance of the following:

1. a guaranteed minimum income which recognizes the national
variations in the cost of living index.

2. comprehensive health services, access to which is obtained
through & guaranteed income and national health insurance
in conjunction with a competent, responsive, public delivery
Eystem,

3. adequate nutrition, access to which is obtained through a
guaranteed income and a competent, responsive public de=-
livery system,

4, comprehensive education, access to which is obtained through
a guaranteed income and a competent, responsive public de-
livery system, readily available in a form consistent with
the individual's level of understanding.

5 . that po coercive family planning or population stabilization
measures are allowed to become & part of a nationmal or local
legislative policy, but that voluntary measures, emphasizing

an individuel's freedom of cholce be i lemented,
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BLACK CAUCUS=-POPULATION CONGRESS POSITION page 3

In summary, it {s necessary to reiterate that the Congress
planners have demonstrated the typlcal profoun’, and oftimes
callous lack of concern about those issues that are of pri-

mary importance to basic Black survival. The doctrine of
self-determination as expounded at this conference appears to
reflect a dogma of chauvinistic arrogance which provides a vehicle

of ch without n for all human dignity.

Symbolization of the anxieties through concern sbout air, water
end land, and projection of fears over one's own annihilation onto
an "unwanted population” is akin to an Homerian tale perpetuater
by his "silent majority" recently resurrecter after being puke

up from the bowels of the earth.

We are engaged at this conference in a "Tragedy of Commons"

where "common people” who profess at the conscious level a de'ica-
tion to programming constructive change, actually, sub-conczcicusly,
engaging in the pogramming of change. Flack and white, rich and
poor, should mot be deluded into believing that any member of

any caste or class in the country is so cbtuse as to be tosazed,

Herclean-like, back into & system from which he i{s only now escaping.

The Black Caucus recognizes the tramsactional aspects of these
intellectual games in Black and white at this Congress. It calls
attention to the pernicious en' dire consesuences of the adoption
of any philosophy that would result in psychological or physio-

logical oop
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