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By John Gardner

The extraordinary reaction to the adminis-
tration’s Cambodia decision was more than a
difference of opinion on the war. The sudden-
ness of the decision, the lack of consultation
with key leaders, the evidence of internal dif-
ferences within the administration — all
brought to a climax the growing crisis of con-
fidence in our leadership.
Issythatw!thregﬁt.bmus:lrpeakasn
Republican.

The seeming abrupt reversal of implied
c i deepened the q in the
minds of millions of Americans as to whether
they can believe the promises of their lead-
| ers.

A great many informed Americans believe,
justly or not, that the President is isolated,
that he is not adequately exposed 10 reason-
able opposing views. They believe, justly or
not, that he has not offered the level of moral
leadership which we so need. They believe.
justly or not, that he has given undue sanc-
tion to members of his administration who

in our duty as Americans . . .

Eﬁw%ght

John W. Gardner's scheduled appearance
before the Illinois constitutional conven-
tion in Springfield was suddenly canceled
Wednesday by con-con officials who ob-
jected to the nature of his planned speech.
Gardner is a former secretary of health,
education and welfare. Here is the speech
that was not delivered.

seem committed to divisive courses of action,
and undue attention to advisers who give him
a distorted view of reality.

THE PRESIDENT HAS 23; years remain-
ing before the end of his term. 1t is essential
that in those years the nation be governed by

Former Cabinet member warns: ‘All of us have failed
and the nation disintegrates’

a man who is in touch with all segments of
American opinion, a man who does not feel
trapped and beleaguered, a man who easily
hears and listens to conflicting views, a man
who understands that people in power usually
have deep complicity in their own isolation.

But 1 am not interested in indicting the
President, because 1 believe that yirtually
all of us have failed in our duty as Amer-
jcans. The failure goes 10 every level and
phase of American life: drug addiction in the
slums and corruption in high places; crime in
the streets and corporate fraud; personal im-
morality and betrayals of public trust.

And while each of us pursues his selfish
interest and comforts himsell by blaming oth-
ers, the nation disintegrates. [ use the phrase
soberly: the nation disintegrates.

This is a time for the highest order of pa-
triotism. This is a time to ask what it is we
stand for as a people. It is a time to re-exam-
ine our founding documents and to reflect on
what we tell each other are the American

Turn to Page 4, Column 1
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John W. Gardner:
“The nation disintegrates . . ."
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Continued from Page 3
virtues. Tt Is a time to search our hearts,

IT IS VERY, VERY easy for leaders to ap-
peal to the prejudice and fear and anger that
are in us. It is easy for leaders to speak to the
selfishness that is In us, to tell us that nothing
in this country need be changed, and to find
villains who may be blamed for our troubles.

But there s in us as Americans something
better than fear and anger and prejudice,
something better than selfishness, something
better than the lazy, comfortable inclination
to blame others.

There is in us, it our leaders will ask for it,
the courage and stamina to face our problems
honestly, to admit that we ourselves are part-
ly to blame for them, and to identify paths of
constructive action.

We face two overriding tasks. We must
move vigorously to solve our most crucial
problems. And we must heal the spirit of the
nation. The two tasks are inseparable. If ei-
ther is neglected, the other becomes impos-
sible.

THE CRISIS IN confidence is deepened by
the divisiveness that afflicts the nation. And
as [ utter those words 1 am keenly aware that
1 am speaking on the same historic site where
Abraham Lincoln delivered his *'House Di-
vided" N

Today's divisiveness is not confined to one
{ssue or one set of antagonists.

There are multiple points of conflict — the
war, race, the economy, political ideology.

There are multiple rifts — between old and
young, regions, social
classes. Around these rifts we have seen ha-
tred and rage, violence and coercion at both
ends of the political spectrum, And matching
the violent deeds we have had provocative
and ill-considered statements from those in
high places.

Official statements and policies which feed
the fires of regional suspicion or racial antag-
onism or the tensions between young and old
may be as destructive as a bomb tossed
through an open window.

1f one considers the whole range of conflict
— ghetto riots and shoot-outs, campus vio-
lence, widespread bombing and arson, school
buses overturned by raging adults, and the
chilling recent clash between construction
workers and radical youth — it one reflects
on that full range, one must conclude that we
are dealing with disintegrative forces that
threaten our survival as a society.

One might suppose that as extremists be-

come incr ¥ ¥

would close ranks and oppose them. But just
the opposite is occurring. The moderates be-
gin to take sides against one another, We all
become a little readier to grow angry, a little
readier to identify villains, a little readier to
resart to violence ourselves.

Lest this give the impression that moder-
ates are victimized, It must be said at once
that most of them have a secret complicity in
the actlvities of the extremist. The moderate

: . 1 - .' ‘,
Curduoer dida’ give L: __Ai

with disordar s usually frustration and a
sense of iImpotence. It stems, at least in part,
from people who want to have their say and
feel that they have not been listened to, who

« feel that they have suffered injustice and

have been denied redress, and who feel that
in matters of self-government they have been
lulled with rhetoric and denled effective pow-
er. .
The solution lies in giving them outlets
within the system; that is, in providing them
constructive paths of action,

SUCH PATHS ARE available, 1 want to
talk chiefly about one such path — the politi-
cal process. Many dissidents who resort to
disruptive tactics say “we tried working with-
in the system," but most have not in fact
tried very hard, certainly not within the polit-
ical system. And in this they reflect a failing
of the American people generally, we have
typically scomed politics and neglected the
political process. And by that neglect we have
not only denied ourselves the most significant
path for effective action, we have allowed the
public process to decay.

It is precisely In the political forum that
free citizens can have their say, trade out
their differences and identify their shared
goals. Where else, how else can a free people
orchestrate their inevitable conflicting pur-
poses?

It is essential that we bring about a renais-
sance of politics in this country. We must
open up clogged channels. We must bring a
vitality to political life that will attract good
men and women. We must repair rusty and
out-worn machinery. We must renew the sys-
tem.

In our present crisis of confidence, both col-
lege stud and faculty bers are begin-
ning to look to politics.

But it is not just our young people who must
recognize the value of the political process.
Citizens generally — from every part of the
political spectrum — should give far more at-
tention to every phase of that process. Same
should run for office. Others should become
involved in the machinery of their party {and
try to change it for the better). Some should
engage directly in lobbying. Some should give
money and time. Others should undertake to
influence public opinion in behall of the

causes that interest them.

IT 1S PRECISELY to the political process
that we must turn in order to end the war in
Southeast Asia. At this moment, the war is
the most divisive element In our national life.
Nothing we are doing to help or harm our
frionds or foos In Asla can pare
to what we are doing to ourselves as a nation.
The erosion of spirit that we have ex-
perienced is beyond calculation. Weighed
against that ion, any possible geopalitical
advantages in the war must be seen as pitiful-
ly small.

I hasten lo add my own view that judged in
the strictest national security terms our in-
volvement in Southeast Asia is hopelessly
counter to our best interests, We cannot be —

mistakenly

By L. F. Palmer Jr,

Awdf: W5, Atty, Thomas N,
Todd, head of the civil rights
unit of the local U.S. attorney’s
office, has resigned because he
is *deeply disturbed by the
selection of priorities within
the Justice Department.”

Todd, who will become as-
sistant director of the center
for urban affairs at North-
western University and an as-
sistant professor in the law
school, said:

“Working in this office has
demonstrated to me that a
substantial amount of power to
attack problems of injustices
to black people rests in the
U.S. attorney’s office.

“My quarrel has been with
the way that power has been
exercised and with the choos-
ing of priorities.

“‘Law and order' as it is
conceived and administered by
this administration is incon-
sistent with the manner in
which power must be ex-
ercised to alleviats these in-
justices.”

TODD DECLARED that
there must be “strike forces"
for civil rights similar to those
now in existence 1o fight orga-
nized crime across the coun-
try.

“To be honest,” he said, |

“the present U.S.
(Thomas A. Foran) has dona

atorney |

more than his predecessors, |

but in the relative scheme of
things, not enough has been
done, nor does it seem that

. conservativ ~does no explicitly approve of a5 the President 1 £ o X
D1%@6@“&3‘3’}3@@umgngry&stl‘cuma@ﬁew amieanJocumentation

———

club comes
v lonp hairad etoudant Tha likaral

sed when

the hesd af

1 have spoken of the political process as an



[

__m——*_—ﬁuu——-—-

O UNVITIOME TH8ks. We miust
move vigorously to solve our most crucial
problems. And we must heal the spirit of the
nation. The two tasks are Inseparable, If .
ther Is neglected, the other becomes impos-
sible.

THE CRISIS IN confidence is deepened by
the divisiveness that alflicts the nation, And
as [ utter those words | am keenly aware that
Tam speaking on the same historic site where
Abraham Lincoln delivered his “'House Di-
vided" speech,

Today's divisiveness s not confined to one
Issue or one set of antagonists,

There are multiple points of conflict — the
War, race, the economy, political Ideology.

There are multiple rifts — between old and
young, between regions, between  social
classes. Around thesa rifts Wwe have seen ha-
tred and rage, violence and coercion at both
ends of the political spectrum. And matching
the violent deeds we have had provocative
and ill-considered statements from thosa in
high places,

Official statements and policies which feed
the fires of regional suspicion or racial antag-
onism or the tensions between Young and old
may be as destructive as g bomb tossed
through an open window,

I one considers the whole range of conflict
= ghetto' riots and shoot-outs, campus vio-
lence, widespread bombing and arson, school
buses overturned by raging adults, and the
chilling recent clash between construction
workers and radical youth — if one reflects
on that full range, one must conclude that we
are dealing with disintegrative forces that
threaten our survival as a society.

One might suppose that 25 extremists be-
come increasingly inf] Y, moderates
would close ranks and oppose them. But just
the opposite is occurring. The moderates be-
Bin to take sides azainst one another. We ]|
become a little readior to grow angry, a little
readier to identity villains, & little readier to
resort to violence ves,

Lest this give the impression that mader-

the activities of the extremist. The moderate
conservative does not explicitly approve of
police brutality, but something in him is not
unpleasad when the billy club comes down on

left; but he may take secret pleasure in such
action when it discomfits those in authority.

In short, extremists often enjoy tacit sup-
port from the moderates nearest to them,
Thus does a society tear [tself apart.

MOST AMERICANS want to hold the nation
tozether. But | do not meet many who are
willing to do the hard things that are essential
1o that end.

How does one hold the nation together? Not'
by rhetoric. Not by fleeing from controversial
issues, Not simply by wishing for unity, We
must first of all come 1o ferms with the great

and estimating honestly the terrible cost to
our national integrity of continued failure to
move toward solutions,

That means that We must support leaders
Prepared (o bring ahout constru

Ly - vt
T SYStem, And In this they reflect a fajling exercised and ‘with the
of the American People Benerally, we have Ing of priorities,

public process to decay,
It Is precisely in the political forum thag
free citizens cap have their say, trade oyt

It is essential thay we bring about a renais.
sance of politics |n this country. We must
open up clogged channels, We must bring a
vitality to politica) life that will attract good '
men and women, We MUSt Tepair rusty and
out-worn machinery, We must renew the sys.
tem,

In our present crisis of confidence, both col.
lege students and faculty members are begin-
ning to look tg politics.

But it is not just our Young people who must
recognize the vajue of the political process,
Citizens Benerally — from BVETY part of the
political spectrum — should give far more at-
fention to every phase of that process, Spme
should run for office. Others should become
Involved in the machinery of their party (and

th

IT IS PRECISELY 1o the politica) prnceﬁ
that we must turn fn order to end the War in
Southeast Asia, At this moment, the war jg

€ erosion of Spirit that we have ey.
perienced |s beyond caleulation, Weighed
Aagainst that erosion, any possible geopoliical
advantages in the War must be seen as pitiful
Iy sma,

I hasten to adg My OWn view that Judged in
the strictest national Security terms our .

“the peacekeeper in the Asian world."

I have spoken of the political process s an
essential instrument of our freedom. Ameri.
£ans must now use that instrument to eng the
war. The ohjectives should be;
® To withdraw ai] US. forces from Cam.
bodia now.
® Toavoid further escalation in any form. |
® To achieve an order]y termination of gur
Presence in Vietnam within one vear,

There are measures now before Congress
that embody these objectives, Citizens should
communicate with their senators and con- |
Eressmen o EXpress their views, There
should be a concerted effort 1o Support candj- |
dates in the 1979 election who wil Oppose the
war and will work and vote to end it as spon
as possihle, [i

BUT IT IS NoT lust a question of bringing |
our boys back from Vietnam. It Is a question |
of what kind of country we are hn‘nglngilhem
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"‘Law and order as jp
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this administration Is inc
sistent with the manner
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fert: but he may take t pleasure In such
action when It discomfits those in authority.

In short, extremists often enjoy tacit sup-
port from the moderates nearest to them.
Thus does & society tear Itself apart,

MOST AMERICANS want to hold the nation
tozether. But I do not meet many who are
willing to do the hard things that are essential
to that end.

How does one hold the nation

? Not’

it Instrument to end the
war. The objectives should be:
® To withdraw all U.S. forces from Cam-
bodia now.
® Toavoid further escalation in any form.
® To achieve an orderly termination of our
presence In Vietnam within one year.

There are measures now before Congress
that embody these objectives, Citizens should
communicate with their senators and con-

by rhetoric. Not by fleeing from controversial
issues. Not simply by wishing for unity. We
must first of all come to terms with the great
issues that divide us, facing them honestly —
and estimating honestly the terrible cost to
our national integrity of continued failure to
move toward solutions.

That means that we must support leaders
prepared to bring about constructive change.
We must reject leaders who will not seek
change, and reject leaders who use the rhe.
toric of change but refuse to ma'e the hard
decisions that will move us on to new solu-
tions. We must examine every one of our in-
stitutions to see where reform or structural

redesign will help it adapt to contemporary

neads, Not least among such targets of
change I would list the Congress of the United
States.

Second, we must put an end to the deliber-
ately provocative words and acts that feed
the flames of conflict. We must [solate the
small segment of our population who are
practitioners of violence and coercion. We
must discipline policemen and members of
the National Guard who exceed the bounds of
disciplined law enforcement. And we must re-
ject leaders who exploit our anger and fear
and hatred.

FINALLY, EVERY citizen must support
the established process of the society — legal
and judicial processes, the ballot, clvil liber-
ties. We must strengthen those processes and
make them worthy of our confidence. We
must act firmly against those who would de-
stroy them. -

But it is not enough to call people back to a
respect for process. It Is necessary to exam-
ine the frustrations which may have produced
the loss of faith. Institutional failures invite
alternatives that may ultimately destroy the
institutions.

We find, for example, that due process of
law does not always exist for some of our
minorities. 1f we want them to respect the
process, we must make it worthy of respect.

Similarly, doubts as to the integrity ol the
legal and governmental process arise when
federal officials are deliberately lax'in their
enforcement of civil rights laws or make pub-

lic statements that create an atmosphere of -

ambiguity around those laws.

But the process available to a free people
that is seriously neglected today is the politi-
cal process.

The notable fact about civil tumult today is
not that a few fanatics start it, but that larger
numbers of peaceable people tolerate it and
lend themselves 1o it. Behind that sympathy

B to P their views, There
should be a concerted effort to support candi-
dates in the 1870 election who will oppose the
war and will work and vote to end it as soon
as possible.

BUT IT IS NOT just a question of bringing
our boys back from Vietnam. It is a guestion
of what kind of country we are bringing them
back to. The end of the war will be only the
beginning of the healing of this nation.

The list of our domestic problems is de-
pressingly long — and some items on the list
are frightening. But it cannot be said too of-
ten that most of ‘the problems are solvahle.
They are not essentially more puzzling or de-
manding than many problems we have faced
in our history. The question is whether we
have the will to solve them.

Our unwillingness, nationally and locally, to
provide adequate resources for such things as
education is symptomatic of our attitude 1o-
ward virtually all of our common purposes
except war and the exploration of space.

No other nation in the world has enabled
more of its citizens to fultill their individual
purposes — even their whims. But we're not
doing at all well with the purposes — the
problems—that we all share and must tackle

. logether, the problems of creating excellent

public schools, protecting the environment,
preserving livable communities, enforcing the
law, administering justice,

1 said earller that we must move vigorously

to solve our most crucial problems and to- |

heal the spirit of the nation. Let me suggest
some simple ground rules:
® We must face our problems honestly.

' ® We must be willing to commit resources to

solve them.

® We must reject those who commit acts of
violence or coercion.

® We must reject leaders who appeal to our
fears and anger and prejudice.

® And we must recognize that each of us
must give up something to save the nation.

I may have to pay more taxes. The corpo-

. rate president may have to spend more on

pollution control. The suburban resident may
have to temper his racial prejudices. The
wage earner may have (o loosen up access to
his union. The military leader may have to
glve up some of his power, The political lead-
er may have to explain himself more fully.
But such sacrifices are worth the effort,

We want the best for this nation. We want
to be a better people. We have it in us to be a
better people.

It is a matter now of summoning the will to
act. '
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