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Crystal ball gazing:

longe range planning at NMH

The author, a member of the English
Department at NMH and on-campus staff
coordinator of the Long Range Planning
Commission, notes that a longterm
commitment to continuous planning is
necessary to meet the challenges of the
future.
_—

4

0 / ﬂﬁl

by John Clark

Naorthfield Mount Hermon is no stranger to the idea of
long range planning. Since 1960, no less than five significant
planning efforts have been undertaken: “Operation 1970"
(1961), the Elasasser study (1963), the Academic Study Com-
mittee (1969), Frantzreb & Pray merger study (1970), and the
Long Range Goals Committee (1973) The planning process
now underway at NMH is the direct result of action taken by
the Board of Trustees on November 4, 1977 A number of
factors contributed to that step, including the recommenda-
tion of the Visiting Committee of the New England Associa-
tion of Schools and Colleges that we develop a long range
plan; the approaching celebration of NMH's first 100 years
of service — a time to look backwards and forwards; the im-
plicit commitment by the Trustees in 1975 to review the
present structure and mode of operation of the school in
1980; ongoing concerns about financial stability and enroll-
ment; and a widely shared feeling that Northfield Mount
Hermon needed to evaluate and restate its mission as
clearly and forcefully as possible. The Board action set a
process in motion, but delegated the detailed implementa-
tion of that process to a fivemember Planning Commission
The Commission was charged “to study program and finan-
cial options for the school as it enters its second century for
the purpose of determining how we may make the most ef-
fective use of our human resources and two campuses to
meet our institutional purposes.”

The Planning Commission created a threestage process
with an accompanying timetable. The process and timetable
in brief outline are: Stage One (completed by August 1978)
— a study of the experience of the school since the merger
of Northfield School and Mount Hermon School in 1971;
Stage Two {completed by Apnl 1979) — an analysis of
options for 1980-1985; Stage Three (completed by October
1979) — the weaving together of those options deemed mast
desirable by the Board into a coherent plan, including a
timetable for implementation and evaluation These three
stages constitute one complete planning cycle Experience
here and elsewhere with long range planning has led to the
conclusion that a long-term commitment to continuous
planning is needed to meet the challenges and uncertainties
of the 1980's and beyond. Thus, we are embarking on our
first journey through a continuing cycle of planning While
the method or persons responsible for it may change, plan-
ning will remain a necessity as long as NMH continues to
exist

STAGE ONE

One of the Commission’s first acts was to invite me to
serve as the staff coordinator of the process. During the late
winter, spring and early summer of 1978, | worked with
academic and administrative department heads to collect
various kinds of information about the school’s operation
since the merger in 1971. Much of the information already
existed in one filing cabinet or another. My task was to bring
together in one place some facts and figures that might help
us become more effective planners and managers. This
information, distributed to faculty and trustees in early
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This was best captured for me when | was coming in from a run in
the middle of November. It was after five p.m_and already cold and
dark. As | approached the gym, | saw figures running around practic-
ally in total darkness. Finally | realized it was the Junior | football
team working on kickoff-return coverage for next day’s game against
Deerfield. Coaches and athletes were deeply involved in what they
were doing. | thought of yelling. “What difference does it make? Go
in and take a shower!” But then | realized that they had already beat-
en Deerfield. There was no way they could lose, because they had
built something on those warm and sunny fall afterncons which kept
them together in the dark and cold long after daylight savings time
had ended. Somehow, these people had built a group which had tak-
en on a life of its own, and you simply had to be part of it from day to
day to understand it
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. to know NMH is to live its life from day to a S B g & 'E:
day, to be proud of its successes and un- g ERp o [
derstanding of its failures.” 3 §E _2gf : G,
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The annual Bemis-Forslund Pie Race works the same way for me . A LR P e
There is room for competition and congeniality, for excellence and [ BREAR? EAn g
sheer ploddingness. It matters to win, but it also matters to take part 3 L Ol Breh S
The Pie Race is the great athletic event of the year for NMH. For | i I M T =2l - J,—;_ 2
those outside the school, it is probably boring or crazy. (On race days, =k B = ol LS
I've often wondered if those drivers on Route 10 think the students i S S A P T
are ac_b.lail\r trying to escape.) = 1e i g e T R
| think Kate Nielson was getting at something very similar in her ex- HEo o g REOS
cellent valedictory address last year when she cited the greatness of QR oo Oy
faculty members Kathleen Barber, Anne Davies and Louise Schwin- = HE st 8
gel. She didn't stress the brilliance and originality of their ideas or ap- A H® = i} g --'ﬁ: o
proaches, but rather seemed to suggest that you had to be there, day = P—i =3 g % Rty = i
by day, to see the genius of these people; to fight and argue and get & 1= & o .:; o S ek S
your ideas shaken by Kathleen, to be pushed and prodded and made =~ ~— ! A H D oan. 8 :2. ‘:E)
to sweat by Anne, and to be entertained to tears and laughter by ] g 1) BORe \_.'_3 o !
Louise, But Kate pointed out that all these relationships were recipro- 5 g =1 o 'ln;i .T 2 13 - g
cal, and when NMH works today it is because of such reciprocity. B 0 0 H B e
That is, students feeling they have to do their best not only for them- 2 = ; L=y : =
selves but for the people they work with; and teachers, coaches and -+ B HE
directors feeling the same way o ':' B e o
After all, "we eat o the same bit and drink of the same cup, and - B L:, & j %
think o' the same things from one day’s end to another,” and this is R .j
enough for us, even if process doesn't turn into product Godfrey can e 3 B

offer Eppie a "better” life, full of more things, more status. But if she
takes that life, she will no longer be herself. And at its very best, NMH
today allows a person to find a life which has enough integrity, com-

¥ BPeEy FEHECATIER 2
tel 1 him All, I wrote him and s
i sl Tyou only think you do
LT
I may write again =-who knows.?
How is your gard ni I doubt
a garden or anything #lse. the
over, I know I said that
'T‘h<= Gangs tribe and others will
eekend, How we will serve
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March 22

Dear George,

I hope you'll forgive my taking this long to send you a letter. MIT
keeps me fairly busy, but not nearly busy enough to explain a six months'
procrastination. Back in September I told Joan that I would send you a note
of thanks for the Eleventh Bdition, which msy explain how I arrive at the
figure of six months,

The one advantage to my having waited this longz is that I'm now able to tell
you that I do use the books, and rather frequently st that. It took me a while
to find out what I was best able to use them for: articles on nistory ana literature.
I also find that I still indulze in the new encyclopedia owner's haoit oi Laking
4 volumé anu opening 1T «T random to see what will turn up. I've also looked at
some of the mathematical articles and the famous article by Newcombe on Mercury
which nearly anticipates the general theory of relativity. I can't hope to
express our thanks adequately, so maybe I shouldn't try,

I've had numerous dealinzs with draft boards over the last sixth months, but
it's beginning to look as if I've held them off successfully for at least another
school year, The details aren't very interssting, I've -ome out of the experience
with a number of unpleasant memories and one anecdote which may be worth one
more telling, On December 2, I called the local board in Cambridge ( located in :
City Hall, in Central Square ) to ask them whother they had scheduled me for & physical.
The conversation was like this:

"Well, if you haven't heard from us by now, you aren't scheduled for this
month, Our physicals for this month are all being given either tomorrow or Friday."

"Then my examination won't be until January?®

"That's correct. If you like I'll take your name and check the filas," 6=
gave her my name and she went off for a minute. I was feeling relisved, Then she
returned, )

“" Unhh... yes, Your physical will be on December 6, That's in about three
mks.

"No it isn't. It's this Friday."

"Oh, yes. That's right, Well, if it's this Friday I guess you've heard from
us by now."

"No, I haven't, That's why I called, I've had no letter from you at all."

"Well, you probably haven't gotten it because the lstters were Just sent out
this aftefnoon. I suppose you'll hear tomorrow."

I've touched up her grammsr a bit in relating the conversation. Subsequent contacts
with her confirmed me in the opinion that draft boards really are staffed only
by people who are too stupid to appreciate the sizmificance of what they're doing.

The physical was held as scheduled and I didn't pass it, To this day I don't
know why. There were a number of things that mizht have done it. Eventually they'll
schedule me for another physical. If I fail that one they!1l probably forget me
for good. Otherwise I should be able to fall back on the fact that MIT has
arranged deferments for some of its teaching assistants, those who have full-time
assistantships.

Three of my friends have been lass lucky. Two of these were bitterly
opposed to the war and zave much consideration to going to Canada. Their letters
make unpleasant reading., One is just starting basic training, the other has finished
it and I don't know his present whereabouts. Several other friends are now
living in Canada, and some of Joan's friends are in England,
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(all as a matter

30 June 2379  Bat P sometime ¢t§

£ facin any degree of affinity or whateever)

That 'ng;_-a ' yord mekes wme think of a fellow on TV(ILL SHIFT TO CAFS FOR
EVA  ANY YOU OTHERS WILL NOT COMPLAIN ) WHO WAS TALKING ABOUT THE FOLLY
OF SOME PEOPLE GETTING ALL THESE DEGREES AND OF COURSE EVENTUALLY DIE  “B(
DECREES ETC) HOW DID HE KNOW I WAS LISTENING 7

WELL LETS SEE ...ss IN A WEEK OF TORTURE AND PEANUT BUTTER SANDWISHES X HAVE
mm MYSELF AS TO WHETHER I WOULD WRITE THIS LETTER BUT WILL UNLEWS
I CHANGE MY MIND (THE 10 % THAT MAY BE LEFT) AT THE PO . I DO NOT KNOW

EXACTLY WITH WHOM I WAS STRUGGLENG B I WAS AHERD G_# DAYS BUT AS USUAL I
10ST(THAT @ AGHD ¢ IS BECAUSE OF THE WAY I AM TYPING YOU ENOW IT MEANS 2 %

-~ yu MAY RUN INTO THAT AGAIN SO STOP COMPLAINING). I HASTEN TO TELL YOU THAT

IP - WILL NOT BE AS BAD AS IT SOUNDS. I CAN HEAR WI BUR NOW SAYING s GOOD GOD

HEAR COMES GLOOMY GUS AGAIN ese  EEQZXX 1 WROTE THE ATTACHED WEICE 1 MENOW
IS PAINFULLY SELF EXPLANATORY (ACTUALLY WHAT IT EXPLAINS I AM NOT CLEAR ON  BUT LETS
GET ON .. )s I DESIGN D THAT OIN A FIT OF LEGITIMATE INSANITY(WHICH IS THE WORST KIND)
AND THER DECIDED KOT %0 SEND IT __ SMART FOR ONCE BUT IT DID NOT LAST. SPEAKIING

OF DECISIONS MAKES ME THINK OF THE BOY THAT WENT /TO THE PSYCHIATRIST, HE SAID HE

WAS LOSING HIS MIND . THE © DOC ASKED WHAT HIS WORK WAS , HE SAID HE WORKED IN THE
APFLE SORTING PLACE AND EAD TO FUOT THE GODD APPLES IN ONE BIN __ THE BAD IN AROT
AND THE MIDDLE ONES IN THE MIDDLE . DCC SAID THAT SOUNDED LIKE A GOOD EASY JOB THE BOY
SAID WMAYEE BUT THESE DECISIONS THESE DECISIONS <ss.”

MONDAY MORNING WHEN I WAS CONVINCED I HAD A. GET OUT OF HERE, I WROTE WILBUR ANMD SENT
HIS COP{ AND FRANKLY ASKED FOR SOME AID IN A TRANSITION PERICD. AND THEN IN A T#

PERSON ( BUT  PUT YOU FEET IN MY SHOES FOR A MOMENT I HOPE THEY FIR). IP YOU CA XN
P LLOW THESE  PARANTHESIS YOU ARE BETRTTER THAN I WHICH X AM SURE IS TRUE ..

I SATD SOMETHING A BOUT A  "JUSTIFICATION®, I MEAN IT MAY HELP ALL BR SOME OF YOU

70 " UNDERSTAKD® IF SOME SPECIAL REASON TURNS UP WHERE Y U NEED THATBIYFE OF
HELP.

PRIOR LETTER (THAT MISCUIDED MISSLE ) THAT DID GO OUT LIKE MAYBE (JUST MAYEE)

AN UNHAPPILY SENT ARROW NOT TO BE RETRIVED(THAT SPELLED WRONG ) DID  CONTAIN BOTHNON
AND DETWEEN THEM WORDS PROMPTED BY A MIND THAT HAS "HAD IT"

BUT I WILL LEAVE THIS SUBJECT AND NO DOUBT LEAVE IT ALL TOGETHER  BUT HOW. 7

I WISH I COULD  CUT THIS LETTER SHORT, WHERE WAS I . IT SERMED 1 WAS HERE BUT SEEM

NOW O BE OVER THERE aeee

IP I COULD SUMMARIZE (M E SUMMARIZE WHAT A JOKE ) I  WOULD JUST SAY THAT

I BAVETO SET OUT ON A COURSE AND EVERY AVENUE THAT I EXPORE IN MY MIND AND AT THE

WINDOW OF DARKEST NIGHT , GOES NOWHERE BUT AGAINS A WALL I CAN NOT CONCEIVABLY

MARRTAGE OF MINE( WHICH I DO NOT REGRET FOR A MOMENT AND WOULD DO IT AGAIN
BEMTY  HAS KEPT EVERY ROMISE THAT WAS AT LEAST CONTROLLING AT THE TIME AND CONSIDERING
EARLIER “ POLNTS OF TIME " WEAT ELSE DO YOU HAVE 7O DEAL WITH,) AND THE

WSLINGS AND ARROWS" REFERRED 70,IN THE OTHER LEPTER HAVE ME IN A POSITION AT MY AGE
WHICH IS INTOLERABLE, IT WOULD SEEM THAT TEERE WOULD BE SOME RELIEF_I HASTEN TO AGHEE
THAD THERE ARE MILLIONS ALL THE TIME ASKING THE SAME QUESTIONS, I INCLUDE THEM ALL TV
Y THINKING AND KEKEAX REALIZE THAT I A% AN UNPOPULAR ADVOCA TE HEFORE THE COURT
THAT THEY SAY CAN  HUN THIS CAME, ;
BEPTY AND I CAN NOT POSSIBLY MAKE IT AND urmmmm:mmmm(wnovaum
EET HER COPFEE AND STAEDY HER WHEN SHE HAS THOSE WEAK SPELLS) ~AND I CAN NOT
STAY, GHE SAYS TIME AND TIME AGAIN °JUST LEAVE AS YOU CAME®"" AND THEN SAYS THE N
JOPAL AN D MOST SINCERE REVERSE AND WESLL MAKE IT" AND MY MIND BOGGLES AS ~
1 TYPE AND DO NOT KNOW WHY I DO THIS, I PROMISED MYSELF I WOYLD NOT GET IN  DEEP

B
B

. LTKE AGAIN, .
D1g1tlzﬂgg by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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BT AS FOR "LEAVING * IF ANY __ I"LL DO IT HER WAY, I LOVED HER WHEN I CAd
AND WILL IF I LEAVE..

§'11 sweat this out and if i mail it will only confirm the twisted STAE OF MY MINE
MIND.

I USED TO SAY THAT I HAD ONE  REAL ASSET( I AM SURE THERE WAS ONLY ONE

AT ALL LATELY( EXCEPT MY UPPER PLATE AND THAT CIGARETTE BOX I MENTIONE D SOME
OTHER TIME TO SOME ONES OF YOU NOT ALL I THIMKMTHAT I WAON AT  EANK NIGHT IN

CLINTON' NY BACKINL( L FI{ 1927  -and that was my health. YOU CAN
START  SCRATINGING THAT OFF, THERE ARE THE TEETH , THE EARS ,THE EYES (PERSOHAL
THINGS NOT ITEMIZED ) AND NOW FOR 3.4 weeks I APPARENTLY HAVE

BURSITIS 1IN LEFT SHOULDER AND HAVE BEEN ALMOST CONSTIANTLY IN EXCRUCIATING PAIB.
1 CAN NOT DRESS EXCEPT IN EXTREME DIFFICOLTY.. .T DOES NO™ SERM TO TROUELE MY
FRSIDING OVER THE TYPEWRITER AND FOR YOU ALL THAT IS A DAMNED SHAME...

T MADE A CARDEN BETTY DD A Lo? OF IT BUT 1 HAVE DUBIOUS THOUGHTS ON

WHO WILL HARVEST THE LAST TOMATO. I HAVE THEUSUAL STUFF AND IT IS AS AINAYS.
EYHIBITING PROMISE IN VARYING DEGREES. I WAS COING TO TRY INDIAN CORN AGAIN(I HAVE
TEE OTHER CORN . )N&LKEDO‘I:FTTBESTORE HITHGUTTBESEEDIGU’I-BS..M.WM
I WANTED SOME GUOUD FPLANTS . THEY HAD NONE SO I BOUGHT TWO PACKS OF SEED AND IMME
IMMEDIATELY LOST oNE(THIS I WOULD HOPE IS THE HIGH POINT IN THIS LEFTER OF USELES
INFORMATION BUT ITS CONTEWT CERTAINLY IS AN IMPROVEMENT ON SOME OF THE STUFF .lm)
BACK TO THE GUORDDS. THE SEED I PUT IN WILL EE SUCESSFUL THE WAY IT LOOKS. ;

I NEVER HAD SO GOOD LOOKING CARROTS. MOST OF THE BIG ONIOND DIED EUT THER
WILL BE SOM. AND THE LITTLE ONES ARE WONDERFUL LOOKING. THEN THERE RRE  THIRTY TOM:
AND EGG PLANT AND PEPPERS AND BEETS (NEVER SUCCESSFUL) 3 -4 kind so f squash ..

cnkes, I BOUGHT SOME SUNFLOWERE BUT THAT SEED MOST HAVE BEEN BAD.
A D THAT IS ABOUT IT .. ABOUT @¥d6) 2500 sq FT. - BT TH ROWES ARE WIDE
__AND SOME PUMPKINS I FORCOT . I ALWAY SAY "FORGET ARNYTHING BUT NEVER A PUMPKIN'

WE ARE HAVING SOME RAIN AND IT IS A GOOD THING.. THAT IS IF YOU WANT RAIN...

Ty E BIGGEST THING OF DOING SOMETHING LATELY IS ALL ABOUT  FIXING UP

THE HARVARD AVE HOUSE.(AS FOR DOING WHAT HORMAL PEOPLE DO _ THERE IS NOTHING TO
REPORT YOU GUSEED IT we..)DAVID HAS HEEN HERE A 10T , STAYING OER AND HE IS
WORKING FOR HIS MOTHER IN HIS USUAL INCREDIELE WAY. ITS A LONG STORY.

HIS BROTHER AL WHO LIVED INTHAT LAST LITTLE HOUBE HE RENTS, HAS JUST MOVED AND
1 DAVE BEEN BUSY RENTING THE HOUSE FOR HIM. ETC. AEOUT % 50 PEOPLE WANTED AT LEA
70 SEE THAT LITTLE PLACE, HE IS ACTEZALLY GOENG TO RENT THAT PLACE F9R #)) 700
and to me it is a commentary on the complete screainess OF THINGS .

WEA TALKING AROUT A PLACE THAT IN TIME PAST WOULD RENT FOR ABOUT ¢ 60

and heat with oil nad no one knows AT AL OF THERE WILL BE ANY OIL AT ALL.

OF COURSE I EAVETO BELIEVE THAT MY VIEW OF THINGS AND MY GENERAL STATE IS IN PART
OF JUST A PIECE OF THE NATIONAL PSCH THA S NOT RIGHT  THY AGAIN PHYS
T DOUPD THAT THAT IS RIGHT FUT WHAT THE HELL. THE COUNRTY IS HELL BENT FOR RUIN __
NO QUESTION. I AM NOT FATMILAR WITH ANYTHING THAT MAKES ANY SENSE_ AND I CAN HEAR
WILTUR SAY nESPECIALLY CXEXXX Y U® . THAT"S POSSIBLE.  BUT I HAVE T0 GO DOWN 7
ITNE, GETTING SOME RESPECTABLE ATTENTIO N ®" THAT THE FACT IS THAT THE OIL
COUNTRIES HAVE BS ( NO T EETTER NOT SAY TEAT )  WELL, WHERE THEY WANT US ANDIF
VE TO NOT WANT TO BE RUN BY THEM , WELL HAVE & WAR OF SURVIVAL. CoUNT ME OUT

__ I JUST DISCARDED THE LAST SHIRT THEY GAVE ME AT FT EUSTIS.

IS NOW @ )¢ 2 06, have had 2 5 PHONE CA LLS. NOTHING OF VALUI
WILL TYPE AWAY A BIT , UNLUCKY YOU.....

s smizrase. EAS SOE =y e
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thepe wminy years —-not all maybe bui wehat a dent and what a catastrophe.
i hasten to say that I ELAME NO ONE AND DO NOT WANT ANY OF YOU TO, _ BUT
YOU WILL AND THAT"S LIFE., ALL I KNOW IS THATBITHESE THINGS HAPPEN, I EAVE NO WBAILITY
TO SAY __AS MOST DO___  ITS YOUR FAULT ITS, I KNOW ITS STUPID AND FLYS IN THE SACE
OF ALL CORVENTINAL “WISDOM BUT THAT IS THE WAY I FEEL. I AM EITTER BUT FRANKLY
D0 NOT KHNOW WHO AT . I AM JUST SICK MAD HAVE SEEN ENOUGH OF HOW CHIPS FAL L

JUSY WANTS ME  TO SEE THEM IN  NJ, IYTS ALL SO PROELEMATICAL. BUT X.GUESS THIS IS

FERSONAL AND I WILL WRITE HER A NOTE AS I SHOULD,

SUOERIMPOSED ON ALL OF THIS IS (AND HOT NECESAR 1LY IP AT ALL CONNECTED ) IS THE FACT

HARD T0 ACCEPT AND DIFFICULT 7O UMDERSTAND THAT NOT @NE OF MY EROTHERS AND SISTER

HAVE EVEN SEEN ONE OF THE KIDS, BUT HERE AGAIN I DO NOT RIAME ANYONE.

ANYTHING ABOUT SEEING  JUDY IS OFF UNTIL  OCTOHER IN ANY EVEMT AND THEREB

IS AN ANGLE HERE, JUDY WANPS  BETTY AND I 70 GO THERE IN CONNECTION

VERY REMOTE VERY VERY WITH ounccm:rummssm VERY

%mmmnﬁ' ( 50) THE WEEKEND OF 12-14, EETTY WILL NOT
"g AT ALL ANYWHERE ANYTIME mmmsmm IN THIS WHOLE

BENNED BALL GAME,  NO ONE SEEMS TO WANT TO INITIATE ANY(BUT AGAIN I"IL MAKE SOME PERSO AL

MENTION, BUT ANYWAY, BETTY MIGHT NOT G T0 H___ AMILTON, IF A MIRACLE HAPPENED

! GO ALONE AND THEN WE"D SEE.I DOUBT THAT ANYONE WILL GO ANYWHERE ANY TIME.

THIS IS THE BOTTOM LINE OF SOMETHING SO BAD I CHOKE ON IT WHEN I THINK OF IT,

A FRIEND OF MINE CALLED YESTERDAY FROM CHATHAM NJ(MUST NEAB JUDY FROM WHAT HE SAID
ASKING ME IF I WOULD BE THERE IN OCTOBER, HE IS ONE OF THOSE REAL KHICE  FELLOWS THAT
MADE IT BIG IN MERCHANDISING AND WILL KO DOUBT ARRIVE IN A PRIVATE PLLANI,

A FEUD WITH THE LOCAL (SAGAMORE HIIIS TRUSTEES) ABOUT A SURETY €0,
CLATM BY REASON OF PRIOR TERUSTEES.XXRXX IT IS ALL A MESS ABOUT THE PRESENT PRES

‘ll
RS E

WHESBIT * MAN , mammmmmmm JOURNALISTIC SCHOOL. THERE IS NO
mummrm SDMABBEW.HNIMMHWEM& PARTY TO
JUST TELLIRG ABOUT ALL THIS CHICANERY INSTEAD OF THIS TRAGIC ATTEHMPT T0 BE PART OF IT.
I HAVE EVA"S IAST LETTER, msmsm WANTS A LETTER AND I HAVE THIS TERRIELE GUILT
FEELING ABOUT WRITING ONES WITH NOTHING IN THEM BUT  BAD.., BUT THIS IS MY NATURE AKD
THIS IS THE WAY IT IS, I CAN NOT , mmm(mrmmmmmsmsﬂmm
nmmmmnr)'xmmmmmmm' AS CHURCHILL SAID TO ENG LISH
I CAN ONLY GIVE YOU EHLOOD SWEAT AND TEARS AND (ITHIHKTRHE&SWOHE
BOT I CAN NOT THINK OF IT. IT WASN"T GOOD..

Well MAYSEE I SHOULD FLAN TO QUIT, I HAVE 15 <20 lines yet .OH I HAVE BEEN AIQNE SINCE
MONDAY AM, DIANA AND THE MAFIA WERE HERE ONE WEEK, I WAS GOING BIT THELEST HOUR
CONVINCED ME “NO". THEY ARE ALL COMING BACK SUN, AND THEN, DEPENDING (EVERYTHING DEFEND

OH A LOT OF THINGS I MAY BE AT COTTAGE FOR $TH 4th., What I am saying is that beTTY
WENT WITH THEM T0 W VA ETC ALL VERY MIXED UP LOTS OF FUN ___ ACTUALLY SOME IS FUN
BUT DO NOT ASK Hz'rom.....mm HAS CALLED TWICE, I HAD NOT BEEN GERE WHEN THEY LEFT
BETTY 0K AND WILL TAKE CARE AND REFERRED TO LOVE AND EXHIBITED HER

SAYS
m:.mmm LIVE IN REAL WORLD,, BUT ACTUAKLLY WHERE SHE LIVES AND SO0 MANY
OTHERS IS SO000 MUCH BETTER, AT LEAST I HOPE IT IS,...
WIL I GO CHURCH TO,00ROW AND S5, MAYBE , WHO KNOWS , THEY MAY HAVE HEEN ABLE TO COME

WITH SOMET ING TO SOLVE MY TROUHLE, HERE WOULD BE A " FIEST " FOR SURE AND HO DOUBD
& ( SHOUID BE ) REPORTED IN THE WASHINGTON POST AT LEAST
THIS IS REDICU OUS AND HOT FUNNY . I WILL LEAVE FOR NOW AND BE BACK, IT LOOKS LIZE ILL MAIL
THIS MON, WILL, TRY A PERSOMAL NOTE (SHORT ON EACH) FORGIVE ME. ACTUA LY I AM NOT
A BAD GUY BUT WAS FUT TOGETHER BY AN UNSKILLED WORKMAN I AN AFRAID... BB BACK.
I M GOING TO MAKE A SANIWICH....

TH R SHEET

L L SEEE, 4 THER DAY .
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Sun PM.,.. AROUKD # 3
I renewed my strenght with the sandwich +FELL ASLEEP

— Monday A M , around 4 . L‘ ttle did I think the sequence of all

of this would change in time etc so quickly, As I was typing Betty and

m mﬁfncd with the two younger ones and dog . I HAD NOT EXPECTED THEM
& I SUSPENDED THIE TIL NOW, THE SHEER UNHAPPINESS OF BETTY AT

I * RETURNUNG TO THE SCENE"™ OF ALL HER WOE WAS CLEAR AND OBVIOUS TO THE MOST

| STUPID AND THE WHOLE THING IS TELESCOPING I  FEAR,

i ANYWAY DIANA WAS HERE ABOUT TWO HRS, _ THEN TO THE COTTAGE AND WE WILL
i GO 'THERE TOMORROW PM AND WEAT THE WHOLE SCORE WILL EE OR IS I DO NOT KNOW
I WENT TO S8 AND CHURCH. THE CLASS WAS OF & T7or8 and led b

by the new 28S8T MINISTER , ONE PAVELKA OR SOMETHING , A LOCAL BOY JUST OUT
OF MINISTER SCHOOL OR WHATEVER IT IS CALLED, HE ISED THE SLACK BOARD AND THEEE
TMES WAS AT PAINS TO SPELL " SACRIFICE" “ DESERT " AND ONE OTHER SIXTH
GRADE WORD THAT I DO HOT NOW  RECALL, I ONLY HOPE HE WAS BEETTER ON THE
MAIN COURSES OF THE SCHOOL IF HE IS TO SAVE SOULS__AND THERE ARE A LOT INCLUDING MINE
AROUND HERE THAT CAN USE THAT,. THE DAY WORE ON AND WAS CAPPED AT ABOUT

IN THIS PREDAWN WITC ING HOUR , I MUST STBP THIS AND  SEARCH AT THE END OF THIS
POR SOMETHING I FOOLISHLY THOUGHT WAS EASY TO IDENTIFY WHEN I STARTED——  BUT I
WONDER, THAT IS VEY DO I DO TH)S. I WILL TRY 70 SATISFY MY GUILT BY AT LRAST
CLATING SRLTNOING TN TS CRNSEUR A5 A \GHSE DAPS Y0 HEGE W NGNS

ABLE TO USE IT ABOUT THE STRANGE STATUS OF THE FAMILY CK SHEEP,
WHY I EVER GOT ON THIS GHASTLY BINGE OF SO DISTUBING A TALE THESE MANY YRS NOW
I DO HOT KHOW : -——and 8o what else is new 7 I AM AND HAVE BEEN FOR SOME

NND S0 STUMELE ON TO YOUR DISCOMFORT IN MASSIVE

I WLL GO ON TUES IF FOR NO OTHERREASON THAN THAT BEPTY SHOULD NOT DRIVE, OF COURSE

AT THAT TIME (ONE CONSTANTLY HEEDS A SCORE CARD) THERE MAY BE MORE(AT LEAST
CONSERVATIVELY) HAPPY REASONS, IT LOOKS LIKE A RETURN ON THURS,. XEETTOGX  DIANA

AND  ENTORAGE(AS YOU UNDERSTAND MY ERRATIC SPELLING IS A MATTER OF FINGERS AND NOT
THE FAULT OF ANY EDUCATIONAL IRSTITUTIO N)__ (IS THE CASE OF FRIEND MINISTER A ABOVE

¥ WIDE CIRCLES IS CLAIMED T0 BE A TIME WHEN PEOPLE ARE BEING GIVEN DIPLOMAS THAT
THEY CAN NOT READ, BUT HERE AGAIN I AM ON THIN ICE,, I WOULD HAVE BEEN GLAD TO
BE UNABLE 10 READ KINE(ONE I CAN NOT IS LATINJ——HAD IT HAD SOME OTHER MIS_
PACED MAGIC  THAT MEVER GESTATED,
IF I DO NOT STOP ON THIS SHEEP I WILL BE COMPLATELY GA GA AS SURE AS NIXOK IS 4
CROOX AND TUAT POPEYES OLIVE OIL IS NO BEAUTY,
OF COURSE NOW IN A MATTER OF DAYS IT IS CLEAR THAT THE COUNTRY IS COLLAPSING AND
THIS POSES A MEW BALL GAME FOR US ALL, OUR CHANCES OF SURVIVAL IN MY VIEW AR E
i ABOUT THE SAME AS CLEVELARD WINNING A GAME OVER WHOEVER WREN THEYNTRAIL A S
THEY SUALLY 10 ABOUT Lévoxidnooce 17 to 1 in the last of the n.nthe with 2
out, THEY HAVE 5CW WON ®XXN20UT OF LAST xboxd 4 OR  IF YOU WANP IT WITH THE BARK O —
2 out of 14 las T YOU CAN GET THIS .
EVA CALEER.  PRAGRALANR SrRnKEOWRIREAT » pANNTHGW FRGH OTHER THREE DO.

10T § OFV RAIN , IF IT STARTS RADNING  PENNIES GR ?%Um
IP ANY MORE I"LL WRITE ON BACK AKD YOU WILL NOT 3E A RAGSAD ETC ETC
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Harold S. Van Schaack
‘Tel. 467-75566 Attorney At Law P. 0. Add.
By Appointment Only 8606 Woodhollow Road  Sagamore!Hills, ©hialn Northfield, Ohio 44067

Twenty three Juna "9

Tear (en understetoment in all MJ?‘\ e

I bave beeu pacing the floor thes sany brs and 1 think 1t 18
auT : M OR SOMETGING I JaVITHIS CORPULBION © WAIT:
IS E T0 MHE FOUR WHO ARE 50 (IOSK TU ME, YOU KI¥X FAY ARGUE
THAT I SICULD RNOT IO IS BUT SOML PORCE SxCioNS ME OB,

IS «ILL '8 #WlaF., THATHIS GOME PROCRESS ARYWAY,
L Vel a U TACT !l‘ s i

1GH FAMILY . IT wOUL] BABTL

IN ¥Y CASE TS GLINGS AND AHROWS OF UUTHAGEGUS FOR UNE ARE CLASING 18
Oh By AR THEY HAVE Duam IR 50X JFOHSUIT THLSE mANY TEARS
AND SiEZM T0 BE I8 QU TE COMPLETE CONSROL. ( ISOPPOSE 1 USE
HIBE WORDS 1O APPEAR INTELLECTUAL . T =iM 10  RECALL TH:M FRO M 80iE
SECLISE LIT COURSE IB SGHE IaSTITUTION Imazmuvmnﬂm_mmwamﬂ
& A SILLY COLLATHRAL STATEMENT wHICH SUMECT I WILL ADANION,

FOR ME TO  OTAY HERE OR TO LEAVE ( AND I USE THOSE VERES IN AN OPYIONAL

VE Y BROAD SEGSHE  ANE  DOTE TOTALLY IMPUSSISLE OF  AWY IMPLEMENZATION

wITH SANITY, HETTY IS NOT WELL ASD IN THu
SITUATION WE ARE I WEEN COMMULICATION IS SO MUCESSARY THERE 1S BOME

OF AN FEAMINGFUL QUALITY. AS I WAV REPONTED  SuFORE, iR 50L&

STATNINT I8 THAP IF I AMOUNTED TU AMYTAL G WE WOULD NOT & I¥ TS SITUATION,
AND  ¥OU CAR BOT ARCUE WITH TEAT ST MEITHSR CAN  YOU ZAT IT OR

é
|

50 X WRITE THIS AS I HAVE THAT FRALING  THERS MAY 5 SOKE
. PUIST I8 IDw=ifUT AS I TYPL THIS LINE I PHGAPS WOULD BE HARD FUT 0
PROVE

il
gé
I

Ko FURPOBE, THE WEATHER IS A5 IT GEMERALLY IS

: I HAVE ASD THAME WILBUOR »NOR HIS LEITER THAY CAME YESTIRIAY,
IN W& UTRER TERME CASLS THERS HAS WOT BEEN WUCH LETTERS KITHER WAY LaTsLy
MENTION PHIS, I MAY 5 15 GHROR HEME A8 I AVE
JUDt

-
A¥ SURE I HAVE LOST WY KIND, THERE IS SOT A MACH? OF MY BING (MATERIAL
BO% b CONPLETE SEAMHLAS(I HAVE USKD THQ T WORD  SEFOHS |
ALD USE AGAIN AS IT SESRS 70 M2 THE 68T AS  CANTES SAYS "WaY 0T TSE BEST® i

; MY COMPLETE SAFFLANGHY THAT MY MEALTH

TEAT 16 A THING OF MIE PAST 1 FEAR AHD IN
i THAT WAY B2 GOOD., AS ADOVE, - BEFPY"S |
Di__UT IT DGIISIPS A QUEER MANIPESTATION |
AiSE, TS LAST THING I SHGULD DO IS Laave (AND wOULD

O THE OTSHR HAND 1 APPAREMILY SRVE HEm FOURLY oY

STAYING, 50000, i

Well, 4f it com s to that ( wnd I am not saying Wilkd THE SCORE Ik, w7 WE ARE FLAYIY
PLAYING IN LATS ISGISGD__As Heavy Mencken snlde— i 1 Il LaAVE THAT [
007¢e0s

WELL * IT' 6 STRANGE e VEIY GINANGE..s I LAVE NOY BESAN ABLE 90 UNDERSTAND IT

" 'éiMﬂMt@&tﬁgute for BataricgldRocungniation
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12 February 1965

Mr. George Van Schaack
3318 Regal Place
5t. Louis, Mo. 63139

Dear George:

I am glad to hear from you and appreciate your keeping me informed
as to developments, I am particularly sorry to hear that things are
not promising to turn out as you had hoped at the Missouri Botanical.

My advice about Mrs, Bliss and her librarian is do not waste your time
or hopes on them, They have caused me a great deal of trouble and in-
convenience, sending things back and forth, and there is always some
evasion, I think they like to talk more than anything else.

Dr. Ransom will probably not get around to doing anything more with
their science collection for a while, I understand he is having some dif-
ficulties and he also has a tendency to lead one to expect more than he is
able to fulfill.

Your mention of Mr. Mellon prompts me to suggest that you write Mr,
Willis Van Devanter, who is his librarian. The address is: Oak Spring,
Upperville, Virginia. Some time ago I had occasion to recommend Ian
MacPhail to them and they were very happy to place him at Yale to catal-
ogue the Alchemical Library of the former Wirs, Mellon, now deceased.

1 know that the present Mrs. Mellon has quite a collection of bc{‘:anical
books and that Mr. Mellon is also collecting a great many fine illustrated
books. It may be that they will want someone with your experience and

capacities. I know that the working conditions are very pleasant and the
salary is good. If you wish I shall write to Mr, VanDevanter , recommend-
ing you.
L]
p.t.o
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3312 Regnl Place
5te Louls, Mo,., 63139
FPelruary 18, 1965

Denr J aﬁa-

Many thenks for wour very kind lettor of the 12th, and for its pune
goniti cormental The one about Mr, Coner distresses me most, The library
profeasion; so<eallod (1) is being deplated of its proper meaning oo

rapidly by many vho hold it thot the word 'lilwarian' threatens to becfme

e term of opprobrium., Whers devotlon to hooks and learning wes once his
maric, one alngles him out now by his entlusiasm about commuters and auto-
mation, Properly curbed, those latter are undoubtedly of assigtance, but
they are not the howsll snd endesll of lilwarianship as some of the yuunge
sters and not a fou of the oldersters seomd to feel, Well, ue!llltall alout
that vhen we ml

‘I have taken your sdvice and have written to Mr. Van Devanter. Amons
other things I told him that vou had kindly asked to write hin a letter
-about me—wthis is very gracious of you and I should wvery much appreciate
your mﬂ.lng ' some words

hingsmmthmbdawlophdlyandlhavewfrymsmtabe-
lieve th.t in my next letter I shall have thermost anpalling pieee of nevs,
It secns quite certalin that by July or S®ptember at the latest the 'climete!
et the Garien will be intolerables For example, by no mesns eritieal, but
: : Lllowing incident, ILast fall a new curator
k self made editer of our Annals, agggecmtl»
rialeomitteeheapmintadapaparm
2 The first entry in the billiography wast
Mctores, Paniliérdscne in Flgpe du CongoBelge ... The first reviewer, a
new lpmin'bmt dqrer Ynivemeity, poncilled beside "Auctores!, "What are
Auvetores initials?' The next reviewer was the editor himeelf-—-ha added

his own remark, 'Yes, what are his initials®!, tpeba onomist
o i o ey ol s,

L]
Well, his second neme is Ibid, %Ja}'a‘%“xa“%"s%m m 01 i o1

§
§
'?.-
28
bE
Ez

03 sm 203 sw) ydnous 2AES pue Fuirids sty aady dn 398 op noi jeyy adoy I

Most cordielly,
TUItY 331am 0] atym

-U310M 99 JYS I 1 PUB UODASS HOOQq PIBI 1Y) UL PIISDIIIUT Yo J‘\:an s1

‘S1A-Q ‘Bruioji[eD Jo A31saaatuf) ayj Je uBIIBIQUT W&[ﬂm T

*sayiiqedes inod jo suckue yo apis ayj uo paey L19a

14f1am SIY MOIYF J0U PINOM HULY) [ PUR S$Y0O0Q aIBL AyI] Jou Sa0p Aauon *ipN

*A893aN05 o AEM 2y3 Ul UILS] 0] Yonw aaey Layy jeyy sp Jurpesy Awr ‘3o up

*Apuadap Aed o) 10u suerieiqiy 19odsal 0] paulea]aasau aaey K2yl

*ut Addey aq pmom nok quiys 1 32y} aoerd ® goust Areaqry uojfununyg ayyx
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the Librariar
LINIVERSITY OF OREGON

Engene, Oregon' 97403

5013 /656 30154

August 6, 1981

George B. Van Schaack
1964 Harris
Rugena, Oragon 074032

Dear George:

I wish to extend my sincere appreciation for the magnificent gift you
have made to the University Library and to scholars of the University of
Oregon community. I have attached an itemized list of the individual gifts
and will later provide a statement for income tax purposes. It will follow
as soon as we are able to complete our work.

Your gracious donation of these materials to the University of Oregon
Library is indicative of your dedication to the printed word and scholars
everywhere. We sincerely appreciate your generous coatributions.

Warmest regar

e

George W. Shipman
University Librarian

GWS:cmd
Attachment

anity affirmative acti employe
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Duluth
14th July.

Dearest Goerge,

The enclosed should have been in your hands
soon after July lst. I delayed sending it until I could
enclose it in a proper letter. Tonight I decided that if I
want on delaying heavens only knows when you would receive
your interest. The enclosed represents 9 ¢ interest on 82,000
for three months. If convenient 66r you to refer to the notes
I gave you, please jot down dates and amounts for me. IBve
not kept any record of them.

We've been afflicted, the last few days with
excessive humidity and the thermometer soared to 85 or 88.
Luckily, the house keeps deliciously cool and I have only
been slightly aware of discomfort. Classes begin this next
Thursday and I pray for a cool night on which to welcome my
45 or 50 people. Even on a cool night that many people in my
room create quite a bit of heat.

Forgive this scr,ppy message which brings you,

All my 1ove."f
| &,

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



|

Henry Hitchcock
ot Lo e TS
May 15,1979

Dear George,

My but it has been many a day since
we had one of our luncheons together and how
I did enjoy them and our discussions about
the garden and its problemsy.Seeing the enclosed
naturally you ceme to mind ad d I thought you'd
be interested in it.I do hope you take pride in
and satisfaction from all you did for the gerden
and particularly the library.Few know better
than I your devotion and tireless efforts for
the good of the garden.Il am most pleased with
what Peter and Tam have done.I feel confident
Henry Shaw would approve 100%. I have been off
the board for some years but attend an occasional

meeting.I believe the garden has become much
more of a part of the life and interest of the
St.louis citizenry and nlans are in the works
to keep it more and more in the public eye.

e spent from November to May in
Tueson and had as good weather as anywhere in
the USA,but it was one of the poorest winters
we have had
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which gave us a green desert and wonderful wild
flowers.While ghere Ken Peck brought a tour %

k through and we entertained them all for cocktails.
I hope we shall leave for Cape Cod in a week,but
my fingers are crossed on the fuel situastion.We
now drive a diesel 0Ilds which think great.We
get about 20 miles tb a gallon of fuel and it
is very comfortable.I hope your station wagon
is s%ill on the road.

With best regards and all
good wisghes,I am

Cheerfully yours,

| | / o
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March 11, 1980

Dr. Joseph Ewan
Biology Department
Tulane Univepsity
New Orleans, Louisiana T0118

Dear Joe:

Carls shared with me your note mentioning George Van Schasck's concern

about our binding operation. You may rest assured that we have not closed
the bindery, we have not sold off any equipment, and we have no intention

of so doing. On the contrary, cur whole restoration program thrives. 1In
1979, more than 1200 items were treated in-house, for problems ranging

from mending of torn pages clear up to full restoration of portions of our
Pre-Linnean collection. We have obtained outside funding to help support
our conservation vrrogram, and (given all conservatorial activities within
the library) I estimate we're spending between $20,000 and $25,000 this

year on maintaining and improving the physical condition of the materials in
our care. In the nearly eight years I've been here, some 20,000 items have
received at least rudimentary treatment. We've initiated a program to

put large portions of ‘the Pre-Linnean collection in Solander boxes. A
routine program has been established to apply protective dressing to every
leather bound volume in our collection at regular intervals. We have a
daily progrem to monitor temperature and humidity levels throughout the
1ibrary, and have extensively modified the building's humidifiers within

the past two months. We've extended our conservation efforts to include
non-book materials, as well, with maps, manuscripts, blueprints, photographs
and such all being stored in archivally sound, acid-free boxes or folders.
The old black pamphlet folders holding our cataloged pamphlets and reprints
have proven to be highly acidic, and we are replacing them with other,
better methods of pamphlet sotrage as rapidly as time permits. Didk Cowan
and Frans Stafleu have been a big help to us in identifying some of our
scarcer treasures so that we can get them cared for as quickly as possible.
A1l in 811, T would estimate we've easily spent $150,000 in the time I've
been here on staff, equipment, materials, and services to make certain our
collections remain intact and available for future generation¥of taxonomists.

2345 Tower Grove Avenue
St Louis, Missouri 63110
A RFIEK 5TT-5156
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Dr. Joseph Ewan March 11, 1980
Page 2.

Enough of that! T did want to get the record straight, however, and you're
welcome to share my comments with George, if you like. No less a dignitary than
a former president of the Guild of Bookworkers (the national association of hand
book binders) has told me that our bindery operation is one of the best equipped,
best staffed, and best supplied in-house library conservation set-ups in the
country, comparable to the Preservation Office of the Library of Congress.

Things are thriving here at present. Not only is the bindery doing well, but
otheroperations are booming too. Our recataloging operation has been the
beneficiary of about $600,000 in Federal money (shared with the New York Botanical
Garden). In 1979, almost 13,000 volumes were recataloged — giving us full
deseriptive cataloging and adequate subject cataloging for these materials for
the first time in our history. WNot only that, but everything we catalog is
entered into & nationsl computerized data base, and the staff and patrons of
some 2000 other libraries then have access to our records for their own
cataloging or for obtaining photocopies or interlibrary loan materials.

You may have heard that the historical section of the Botanical Society of
America is planning & program on botanical archives for the Vancouver meeting;
we hope it will be a "consciousnes-raising session for those in attendance
and make researchers more aware of their own papers as a rescurce for future
historians.

Hope that all isbw;ell with you and Nesta. Keep in mind that we are still

interesteq:’aﬁﬁom happy to accomodate you in whatever ways we can,
Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

JRR/mp James R. Reed
Director of Libraries &
Curator of Special Collections
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TULANE UNIVERSITY
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70118
AC 504 865-6226
Departmont of Biology 4 hugust 1979
Dear George,

Hard to think it has been a year ! since we winded and
wined, dined and dreamed together. In any event, it

is not easy to believe the years will gain momentum,

too fast now, This summer has been quiet with the usual
share of interruptions: can you neme & plant mentioned

by DuPratz, 1760, for this region? Do you know if any
letters from T A Knight may be found in US archives?

Do you know anything esbout an author of a ms on natural
lﬁtary before 1760 on s by neme of Rojo? ete. ete.

I am toiling away on the chapter on medicine for the BS
Barton biog. which progresses so slowly, But it will be
a thick brew. lNesta is almost finished with the Luigi
Castiglioni botany me for Toni Pece. That, too, will be
interesting. Toni plans to send it off to a press this
Fall,

I imagine Sandy has been over to relate the French
connections? Eest remembrances to him from us.

How was the July concert festival this year? I am sure
you enjoyed it immensely. We shall slways treasure these
days which you made possible,

Jake gave me an exira copy of his 1lid ed of Stillman
Drake's essay, It has been mailed separately.

Te would be so vleased to hear you play your Steinway
but the closest we may be able to make it will be '€l
when, D,V., we shall be on the Coast, perhaps teaching
again in the swmer session. :
Nesta jcins me in the BEST,

T—
Jos
Joseph Ewan
g ,'] T T : ; T
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UNIVERSITY OF OREGON FOUNDATION

Dhrectors-at-Lange
Robert H. Atkinson, Ir

Albert R. Bullier, r.
Carolyn Silva Chambers
Ward V. Cook

George H: Corey

Jack . Dant

Williarm Deatherage
Alfred W. Eames, Ir.
Charles 5. Eaton
John A Eloeriaga
Ehrman V. Glustina
Nils B Hult

Maurie L. Jacobs
William W. Jewett
Wallace I Kaapcke
Charles E. Kern
JohnS, McCowan
Johin € Morms

Peter C. Murﬁh)'. Ir
Frank E. Nas|

Lo MeCollum Mckett
Strayer E. Pittman

E. Charles Pressman
Jack 1. Saltzrman
Kenneth T. Shipley
George I Stadelman
Elieabeth Pownall Swindetls
Susan Hinwes Swindells
Robert W, Thomas
Hale G Thompson
Robert E. Vadnais
Charles E.Warren

C. Harold Weston, [r.
Thomas E Wildish
Q. Meredith Wilson
Carlton Wisodard
Donna I Woolley
Thomas Wrightson
Wendell Wyatt

September 2, 1980

Dr. George Van Schaack
1964 Harris St.
Eugene, OR 97403

Dear Dr. Van Schaack:

I appreciated the opportunity of visiting with you concerning the
possible gift of your valuable piano to the University of Oregon
Foundation for use by the School of Music. Thank you for consider-
ing such a worthwhile gift.

My research has revealed that no apparent tax advantage would be
gained by your partial gift of the piano now. It thus appears that
creating the gift through your will is the appropriate means of
accomplishing your intent. Your attorney will find our suggested
language for including the Foundation in a will in the small book-
let entitled Planned Giving, which is in the file I left with you.

If you decide to include the piano in your will as a legacy for
the School of Music, I hope you will share a copy of the will with
the Foundation, for our files.

I enjoyed our conversation and hope that when you are on campus you
will visit me at my office at 150 Susan Campbell Hall.
bell Hall is directly behind the Museum of Art.

Susan Camp-

P DBt Fad- 5ySehechMepR Ikttt u te FoiE BBEeaico®) oEUEPHONE tiorsss-3016
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Dr. George B, Van Schaack
Morton Arboretum
Lisle, Illinois 60532
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7260 Bennett Valley Road
S5anta Rosa
11th March, 1971

Dearest George,

Thank you for your letter which T
received yesterday. I've wanted to write to you
for days but I am trying to cope with the advance
Duluth correspondence and the work at the piano
and so I eliminate all the personal letters. With
the British postal strike soon to end, (if not ended
now) I"11l be swamped with.all the correspondence
I've felt safe in p g ing asied until Later, What T
wanted most to say/& t your suggestion to come here
about April 1st is wonderful. The boys continue to
speak vaguely about our Oregon trip and it isn't a
thing I am bent on.doing.unless they show entusiasm
for the project. Come here first in April and then
AFTER we talk, perhaps your own plans for retirement
will become more formed. Then, probably you could
£0 up and look around and even return here, perhaps
later. At the end of April I do have a visit from a
Philadelphia student planned and in May, I'll propose
5 the Oregon visit to the boys if they want to go, I
e, had thought that I might suggest that Lal come out to
: have a.little change, but T am not committed to any
definite plan, Let me know what you think of beins
the April plan.

Your depression about the state of the
world I understand but cannot accept as a reason for
concern to the point of darkening your own horizon
so constantly. I am at that point in life where con-
structive and creative thinking and doinz are a matte:
of survival for me. Concern and gloominess about any
situation which T am incapable of altering T refuse
to allow to undermine my effectiveness in livine, I

o g .

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



am a person whose concern is people as individuals.
Your concern is for causes as they affect human be-
o ings as a mass without being concerned for specific
i individuals except in a very few restricted cases.
This isi: probably the difference between the human
being who acts by instinet informed by experience and
to a limited dezree by a thouzht process consciously
- . used, and you are the intellectual who acts he
ANy 1mpe£us provided by logically understood princdiples.
It a0 Mine is the easier life I _am sure and it is this
e Lo ' "easier 1life" which T so intensely hope that you can
g : enjoy to a degree once you are retired. Edgar Ander-
son's words are as true now as they were when he said
them to you a propos to your proposal to leave the
Gardens years ago....,"George you have to take your-
self with you wherever you zo". Be sure this "self"
becomes the kind of companion which can produce the
sort of happiness for these remaining years which vou
' would like to have, :
There I gO.......... I rpomised no more lec-
tures and I am off on it again.
APOLOGIES I
I look forward to being able to have you talk things
out and elarify your own thinking., One last SCREAM
from me....... DON"T FORGET THAT YOU CANNOT LIVE [
f ‘UTTERLY AND COMPLETELY ALONE AS YOU HAVE BEEN DOING.
3 This, I am certain, will prove to be a serious pro-
blam for you when the tension of demands on your
time and strength are no longer there. I've been
thinkinz that secluded hills above Berkeley might be
an acceptable compromise, T'll make enquiries before
you get here. Much love to you, as always, from, |

W et |

&




7260 Bennett Valley Road

Santa Rosa, California 95404

5th February, 1971,
Dearest George,

Thank you for your good letter., Ifi'l

indulge in preaching, you must forgive me. Attribute
it to my love for you rather than.a display of egotism.
This depression you allow unalterable circumstances to
impose on you must be checked or it will become a habit
and inhibit you in giving rein to your creativity and
effectiveness in combating the very thinzs you lament.
You must begin to realize that self destruction just
because the world is so.ugly doesn't help anything,
least of all yourself. Frankly, the unnaturalness of
the life you lead, so.cut off from normal communication
with other human beings is partly responsible but your
refusal to relate needs to possible opportunities has
always been apparent, One minute you luxuriate in the
opportunity your present life gives you to have time
for your books, and the next you lament that there is
no form of communication to bAlance-that solitude. It
IS possible to have a more balanced life but you can
not always have it entirely on your own terms. Compro-
mise is not .a pretty word but maturity teaches one how
it can be used to advantage without immorality. I say
all this because I think it is absolutely necessary
thatﬂfﬁgg this situation honestly before you begin to
think in terms of a retirement spot., You simply cannot
again isolate yourself the way you have been doing lat-
terly and how you can manage to plan for a pleasant
spot to which to retire where a certain amount of at
least friendly associations is a first essential?Don't
be a fool and make the same mistake twice! You haven't
started to explore the possible places you might enjoy
and until you do, for heaven's sake don't make a firm

decision.
e
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The matter of squable temperature can be found right

| in 5an Francisco, There you would be accessible to

| libraries, you would have a circle of friends already
established, music and theater available and almost a
total avoidance of excessive heat, There are spots
where you escape noise and crowds and you could learn
again to be the social animal you used to be before you
became so beligerantly concentrated on one thing, one
way to achieve it and the total sacrifice of your life
to achieve it, Has it ocecurred to you to ask for a
short leave of absence? then explore possible spots,
rent a modest place to live and when you return to
the midwest you could then know what you want, and wher
and you would not be jumping into the blue, Until you
have asked for a leave of absence, don't say you know
it could not be granted, Perhaps a visit to your doctor
and his advice to pet away for a bit might be a zood
and honest way to proceed. YOU CANNOT GO ON AS YOU ARE
AND YOU CANNOT LEAP INTO THE UNKNOWN JUST TO ESCAPEL!!!
You decide on the best alternative,

On Sunday I leave for Washington D,C, I'll
be there all the week except for two or htree days wher
I zo down to Phildelphia and back. I'll leave Washine-
ton about the 15th for Kansas City where I expect to =%
stay not more than three days before going to Los Angel
es to hear Brendel who will then come here with his
wife and child to stay a week or so,Address in Washing-
ton is c¢/o Willis W.Bennett,7324 Range Rdd.Alexandria,
Va. 22306 I1'll get mail in K.C. c¢/o Mrs. Chas,3chaefer
7 West 52nd Street, Kansas City, Mo.

Thanks to you I face this long flight armed
Wwith my first copy of the N,Y, Book Review. Thank you
very much for taking out that subseription for me.

Apolozies for the unsolieited sermon and

.~ very, VERY much love to you,

from, ’7,1
o
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AUGUST 2-13, 1976
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