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Jenusry 10, 1956

Deer CGeorge,

Thank you so much for your letter. I am sorry you had to sit in on a court
case end waste g)1] that time. With so much to do &t the Garden I should think
you would be naarlyfi‘antic.
wrote
Firet of e11 let me eey thet Wilbur xmif thet sccoeding to the lest two income tex
reports the estste fund for me would smount to sbout $1800. I hed no idea it
wae thet much &nd it ie too bsd I didn't know that sooner for I need not have
sufferad quite so much from e feeling of insecurity and I might heave locked further
before I took this position. I sew the locpholes in the grrangement here sven before
I seriiously considered ac@ting the offer and I talked the metter over with Olive
Copeland, Mr. Hem's secretary, who was & good friend of mine and also with Ruth.
I think however, if the sdministretion here hed been plessed with me ( a disbetic!!)
Jene would not heve pressed letting me go. But she is so loyel to the sdminisiration
and so sdverse to enyone or anything thet Clinton likes thet she couldn't have had a
an unprejudiced viewpoint. She knows in her heert I em & good teecher, she hes had
smple evidence of it. I may not be as up-to-date as she is but I am not hopslesssly
old-feshioned. But Bhe feels she can't recommend a person who has = dissbility that
might sometime interfere end she fesls thet meinly becsuse Mr. Meneely and Mrs. Mey
presched it to her. When it wes decided to keep Elizabeth I feel certein it was
definitely decided to let me go &nd I feel certain Jane knew it then. College
presidents do queer things where budgete ere co:cerned end department heads seem
not wlweys to think of the needs of the cepartment. Shs would never have let slip the
etatement, " They hounded me for specific instences zmi of your imebility end I spent
lsst year collecting them? if rhe hed not felt-she hedn't & leg to stend on. Kyers
Anyone with a lomg-lasting and peinful bursitis end especielly e pereon teking e lot
of pain-killer ( that is a disbetic) would heve besn uneble to evoid some evidences
of ingbility last yssr. However I ihink the géministratior , ss M¥r. “ensely said,
mede up its mind eerly in my stsy here end kept Elizebeth to pleese Jene only because
it wented something from Jene, thet is support in letting me go. When I came here to
be interviewed Clinton told me that rotating chalrmenships were being introduced here.
I didn't msk him who would be cheirmen the nexi yeer but I did mek both Mr. Menesly
end Mrs. My and wes given the meme enswer by eech one, " Miss Chidsey does not weri
4o be cheirmen." GShe had been cheirmen four yewrs. I think the edministration hoped t
4o let Clinton be cheirmen for = bit end so easily get rid of E;izebeth who hed done
and still doer very fine work. They knew that with Jene es cheirmen it would not be
sc eesy to let Elizabeth go. And of course there is no telling whet teles from
South Hedley may heve resched here efter I was sppointed. Well, emough of thst.

I hed a mesesge from Welter Berlinsky todey telling me thet his mother hed died
last week follewing two heert sttecke. Apperently ghe wee 111 juet a few hours.

She was sbout Laure's age end & very wonderful person. I a sorry we did not get to
Coxsackie this pset summer to see her. Waller wrois thet he end hie wife who have
2 baby deughter would stey on the place. I hed not know Welter was merrisd. It is
quite & number of yesrs since Leura snd I lest £YYf celled there.

When I've written I've meant to tell you thet Mr. Dumont died last April at the &ge

of 98. I heard that through the Trussdells end Mebel. I had ssked Mebel to mek
Merien sbout him.
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I em enclosing g check for the three bow ties. Its & good thing you mentioned
buying them for I'ﬂ heve forgotten to send you your Chrigtmes present. Now, cash
the check!!

I have not heard snmything from either Mr. Lubbers or ths men in Grand Repids. There
has not been time to hear from the latter and I doubt M, Iubbers will write before
the exscutive committee meets although he said he would 12t me know what Mr. Thomp-
son said; thal ig whether or not Mr. Thompson would favor having me JAf in that
department. Hope is building & new dormitery for men gnd & new music building
and Mr. Lubbere is very busy and probably will not hurry sbout fj{ffff other mattere
of lesser importsnce. I guess I told you thet I hed besn in to meet the desan.

The teaching &t Hope would be hard but I mangged et Kelamazoo with big classes

( although not with unfemilier worf et the seme time) and I would learn to menseg
at Hope. I hate to think of teaching so little resal botany but I've tsught very
little here und s time went on I'd become eccustomed to tesching the less familier
subjeets. I think I ecould meks the botany more interesting then kr. Thompson does,
though I would not be sble to do the field work s hm well &s he doee, &t least

not at first. I could meke it more interesting pertly becsuse I d put more time on
it. With him it hes elweys hed to be & sideline end since he hee lived twenty gifyf
miles sway he has not hed time to bresth. Of course with so much else to teach 1
might have to slight botany too but if I were neer cempus 1 could do & lot even
though T might have to give up working on Sundays. I could elwsys werk et home on
Sundays. There wes & time when I dreeded buckling down te the restrictions of

& college such as Hope but I've been through sc much that I no longer fmii feel
that I®d mind such restrictions.

Leura nd I were sble to get & bedrocm at Buffslo. The trein wes on time resching
Buffelo end T made beelins for the pmllmen reservstion windew. We wers asleep ff
shortly after eleven ( train lefi Buffalo at 10:25) end slept until eight Seturday
morning. So we errived here feeling fit end”ftYe to do & lot thet sfternmon. The
trein wes lete getting to Boston but we resched home by 12:40 and found everything
in good shepe. We hed turned the front door light on for the cerolers the morning
of the day we left and hed forgotten to turn it off but thet didn't mstter too much,
Perhaps it locked ss though we were &t homafand £0 was an edventage with respect to
prowlers.

I cen join the Americen College Bureeu agein., JHgy I hed considered going there
while I wes in Hollend but it is not so mamy yesre eince I wae there end I think
thet will suffice for the present. It is almcst too eerly for colleges of the
type which would consider teking me to be active in looking for teachers. That
burezu let me know ebout & number of moderately good plawes in denominstional
colleges &m 1947 -48, I could live enywhere but the period of uncertasinity
would have to be lived through end I hesitete to go through that sgein if I cen
svoid it. In Hollend I'11 hsve not & cere in the world sbout Leure and graduslly
I cen fit into life there. When I lived with herg I tock no sctive psrt in eny
group end slways thet will heve to be restricted for me., But I'd be welcome in
& number of groups. And Wore ¥o 19 live near the college I might egain be sble
to werk on my mayepple rust, Here I don't know how I'd ever have gotten the use
of the equipment necessary for that w¢K work. I'll probebly nevsr do much with
it end I'd be hampered by lack of library facilities. Thatm‘éging up this
piece of land ere harder for me than anything else.

Laura end I found & fine plece to live just amcross from cempus. It is one of the
very few npt-too-large houses for ssle dowrtown end the only one near campus that
is 2 good buy. We sre hoping this thing at Hope will come through so thet we eould
errenge to tske thet plece. It hes s emall yerd, enough to give me a little
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place to dig but not enough to be & burden epring end fall, we hed the businese
executive ( reslly the college treaeurer, 1 guees) £o over the pluce with us end
sdvise us. Of courgs we could not afford to buy it were I not to have & job in Hollend
within a year or gp, I elone know how essentisll it is for me tc be nesr my work end
as Laure grows older it will be more essenticl. GChe dosen's appreciste how as%ﬂtisl
it is for I have cut corners this year end heve not worked gs much &t night ss I did
even lest y .5 This, %s&uester I'11 heve to work more wut night. Jene geve me an
extrs 1 % il heve to heve either Mondsy afterpoon or Friday afterncon
free for I'd need some long week-ends. I drove the bargsin for it is hard for me o sit
with thet group now and I see no need for five faculty members to work with nine
majors in a ssminer., I've never been in the seminer end there is no need for me to
lsern the ropes now, Last yesr we hsd only two mgjore snd the first year I was so
snowed under with bacteriology that I couldn't do seminer on Mendey. I hed looked
forward to 1 ihie ypmr but Ihe work here now no longer interests me very much. I

am not working toward enything.

Well, I slweys seem to revert to the ssme subject. I wjill drop that and thank you

once more for the woi'g'ﬂurful lot of bulbs you sent. They ceme when I was g0 hearteick
that I could only weep over them but perhsps tesrs will heve given them a good start.

I did not reelize thet the sutumn crocus would blocm thie yesr so I sent them to Elesnor
and she has yrilten wonderful teles of their blocmimg. The lset bud opened during
Chrietmes week. I also cent her & few of the other bulbs but most of them I put out
where we can enjoy them thie spring. We may not be hers long enough to dig them it
ie barely possible that when we lesve here we wen't know where ws sre going to live
permenently. But if we do I shell teke #w of them with me if possible, I seved soms
of the Februsry golde to grow imdoors for they did so besutifudly the luet two years.
Or parhaﬁa it was juet 2ax the first yeer I wes here that yot{aant some, No, 1
remember now, I put them sll outside e year ago.

Now I must get to bed. I am giving reeding perintl_?_one“;?ny coureee and so have
a 1ittle more time then I did. I had not realized thet prdetically every spare
moment wes spent on that cource in mierobielogy.

Gocd-right end much love meny, meny thanks., Lsura sends grestings. She wee
touched by your concern f er. She has besn wonderfully breve but the first night
she seemed to grow ten yesrs older overnight. GShe so firmly belived thet I3d be

kept for my good tesching end she just didn't think Wheaton could be so unfair. After
all the academic dean percueded me to come by telling me that tesching biclogy and
helping to put more KgA¥y) boteny in the beginring biclogy wee a chellengs. There I em
agein. I sm well nigh incursbls. Once more lote of love.

Eva
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Present Address 606 Somerset Road
Baltimore, Maryland

Permanent Address Coxsackis, New York

-Birthplace- -Coxsackie,-New York
Age 32 Unmarried

Summary of Academic Record and Vocational Experience
Education

1923 Summer Session, New Paltz Normal School, New Paltz,.New York

1924-25 Hope College, Holland, Michigan

1926-27 nfnid‘mmﬂjy. nfl'.d'eN“ York

1927-29 Hope College, Holland, Michigan, A.B.,1929

1930-31 Graduate work in botany, Hope CollegeyHollandyibohigan

1931-37 School of Higher Stiidies of the Faculty of Philosophy of the
Johns Hopkins University; candidate for the degree of
Doctor of Fhilosophy in boteny in June 1937

1932 Student at 2 summer laboratory in Jemeiea, B.W.I., under
the direction of Dr. Duncan S. Johnson, Professor of Botany
at the Johne Hopkins University

Experience

1923-24 Rural school teacher, Coxsackie, New York

1930-31 Laboratory dssistant in Eotany, Hope College

1931~-35 Assistant on the herbarium and in the botanical garden of
the Johns Hopkins University

1935-37 Instructor in Botany in the College for Teachers of the
Johns Hopkins University

( A more complete record ond recommendations may be obtained from
the Johne Hopkins University Bureau of Appointments, Remsen Hall,
Charles and 34th Streets, Baltimore, Maryland, )
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And may the days
With rearmest thoughts that lie ahead
and memories, “Be extra-nice ones, too,
This message comes to say Gilled with all the happiness
You're wished the joys you so deserve That ought t come to you.

cially today--
g Happy Birthday!
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