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collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
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documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
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Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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George,
Thie card does not picture the ata?e of Eva, Without you she might be out on a limbi!!
ExxxxxxiRnxiamekxahxanxexkinhoodikhenioaay  Were t 7
pleasant ae those pictured here she would be in ﬁrh&pl;;a:a:::::ha jli: t.;iizg tgazogquar s
over be able to teach the A(R) , which means Anatomy of the Rat, with :n sof*f of i
Joanne Elliot who is my neighbot macroes thehall tells me one wu;t not writ. 4%k o:‘a;n
Just the past day or so (Thureday) I heard definitely from Cornell that I zéy be & sp;einl
student there. Now I am in hopes that I cen get & single room in & dormitory not too far
from the better one of the two cafeterias that are open in the summer. I shall be in
Ithace from July 5th until August 14 or 15. Since I shall not have to bother about exams
I shall be able to leave after classes are over and possibly a day or so before that, I'll
gee how the courses are planned. I have had & letter of welcome, so to speek, from the
heed of the department at Wheaton. Mise Chidsey is on lemve this year and is doing special
work in conservation/gyd/¢fHéy/ et Berkley, California. I hear very good things about
her. That is with respect to her fairnees as a pereon with whom one works. I think I
mey have met her once but I am not certein. ©She is Wellesley, 1929 or 1930,s0 only a few
years younger than L. Dr. MecCoy ( Clinton] ies just my age and is Harvard,WgZls I don't
know. He has his doctorate from Harvard. The position of which you neard wes being offered
to a Nickerson who is now et the Univ. of Mass. and has his doctorate from Weshington
U iversibty. I feel almost certzin it is not enything he would went and I hope he was not
interested. I cen't gp into deteils about &ll ihis. Keep whet I have said under your hat.

Don't tell Andy or anyone, Now I wish I could/gfgpY/ accept your ofier to help me move.
would be of inestimable help and comfort but I must sendwi

preparations to move b
be, I hope, et leest a week before 1 have to be at Cornell,

cinese HfAHfY/ preperers

etween other more important things. Before I leave here which will

1 shell have gotten things

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



ettt ——

I

ready to be moved by a van sometime this summer, preferably after the fifteenth of August.
et an apartment with privilege of moving in before September first ( my things
f Dickinson befors then) I hud to teke an apartment from the fifteenth of
guess to get it at 811 I'd have had to teke it from them, Wheaton has decided
cannot meke an exception to its rule that unmarried women on the faculty live and
y ®r meale on campus. I think, hed there been a placo‘g could live end et the same time
ve a kitchen it would have relaxed its rule. There ere kitchens on campus but only in
he better apartments which ere occupied by faculty of long standing., I am having to pay
# 60 amd shall not heve e private bath. The rooms are very small end there is no stbrage
space either at the college or in the bapement or the gerage of the plece where I &m to
live. 80 T am having to discerd whetever I can. ( The basement is wet end the garage has
rats!! Unfortunately the lendledy , Mgp widow who temchee home economice in the high
school, has & lot of furniture in the two upstairs rooms but she will have to take out soms
of it. Now, let me say, I am gled vou sre teking swimer off, I shell be glad to have
you move some things from Dickineon House to Norton if I can't get everything packed to
ge in a van, It was only yesterday fHat I knew when and where I'd be moving, Now I cen
meke a plan. I can leave some things in & friend's locjer hers and such things cen be moved
by car later. At the moment I mm all tied up with getting things out_ of Clapp, or out of
my office there. The elevator goes out of commisiicn on mn$y,-§9; a thres month pericd, If
only Ethel had told me when she heard it three wecks ago.;‘f L Rokx Tor & tan day g7/ 1A8/ e
period I shall be concentratien on the general biology, the zoo part. Then thepecking et
Dickinson &nd then 1'll be off I 't plan to ettend commencement. I've given my teack

t effort er b ha destepped f th
3‘;&5’.’ “‘Ehaﬁ“"é’o;'iry’to"ﬁu?bggn 80 ng igew:}tigg.w’ﬁriﬁgg gs soeh.:ﬁr:gdq?gg ﬁ;atac

to write to yous Iif you would like to do something
ﬁi‘é}:"ﬁdi ﬁ%l%"i:e ﬁdtﬁgt]}a e topogra
phic mape of the Nortonm area and cut them
and paste them on cloth so they will

ready to use. Let that be birthda, ent.
I paid for_the Britton and Brown inoWfler to stop getting bills. Itmzas 27.50? px.’;:smuch
live. Viiailieny =

e —

O X s fits o B
Zﬂl—;. fz&vﬁd—yrlle@—a
e &&7/&“..
i
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and
3 P.S. The apartment consists of & smdll living room, smaller than I have here, a kitchen
downstaire with two rooms, one very smull upstairs and the use of & bethroom up there, There
is only Mees Harnden in the house so thut should not be too complicated. unfortunstely
there is 1ittle closet space but I think I can keep a lot of the thinge I h&ve here in the
kitchen closets. I'll haw to provide linen, blankets, etc. , pay for the gas( kitchen stév!
and the cleaning. I could have done with a largebedroom , bath f, and kitchen for I ghall
have to spend most of my time at the science building the firet year or 80. However I have
living room furniture and it will be pleasant to have & plage to relax in. There is a wide
hall between Mrs. harnden's part and mine g{gd/ so except for going up &nd down gtairs and
the w e of the bathroom we shall be quite separated. I also have abck door which will be
an asset, I shall have an office at the Science building but a much smeller one then
hers. I thipk I'll just have to pack some things in boxes &nd store them in my extra bed-
room &t Mrs, Harndem's, Norton ie very village and apartments are few and fer betwemn,
This one is on the edge of campue scross from some of the feculty Bouses. It will cost
me much more than living on campus but tjat is the price I have to pay for having diebetes.
It is after all one of the mmmyxx many prices I have to pay. Xﬂﬁ I was in Norten on
Wednesday but did not se: &hyone in the biology deocartement. This was & hurried trip to
gottle the living quarters question. I did see the president and bought & new dress to
imprese him. I think when he took me he diun't realize that I might be & pro blem ineofar
as my living goes and so I felt I must make another good impression upon him. He keeps his
hand on everything, from the kind of tapioca used in campue to the kind of professors who
ars engaged. But he has the name of being a very fair person and one interested in jiid/
the welfare of his faculty. I have a good friend on campus here who is & Wheston alumna ,
and she speaks well of him although he was not there in her day. Well, so much for now.
I shall be in Holland from the end of summer school until the end of August, 1 feel I
must have & few days of complete relaxation at home. I may get there before summer school
opens but it looks doubtful. As a matter of fact I need to get my mind filled with new and
different things before I see people in Holland. Iwidsh Laure could come to help me with the
Ipst inute Ehineg nenennd 1R 0LTS,7, 0. Ft4Shs, Fe BHERE,nave @ fov daye hpliday some wh
Tty — NS
' This card does not picture the state of Eva. Without you she might be cutélnda f;ih:::
Were the bessts she is trying to conquer as
pleasant as those pictured here she would be in & happier state. Do you suppose I shall
ever be able to teach the A(R) , which meens Anatomy of the Rat, with any sort of ease?
Joanne Elliot who ie my neighbot across thehall tells me one must not write it A of R.
Just the paet day or so (Thurseday) I heard definitely from Cornell thst I miY be a special
student there. Now I am in hopes thet I can get & single room in s dormitory not too far
from the better one of the two cafeterias that are open in the summer. I shall be in
Ithace from July 5th until August 14 or 15. Since I shall not have to bother about exams
I shall be able to leave after classes ere over and possibly & day or so before that, I'll
gee how the courees are planned. I have had & letter of welcome, so to speck, from the
heed of the department at Wheaton., Miss Chidsey is on leeve this year &nd is doing special
work in conservation/gyd/gfHgy/ at Berkley, California. I hear very good things about
her. That is with respect to her fairness as a person with whom one worke. I think I
may have met her once but I am not certsin, She is Wellesley, 1929 or 1930,s0 only a few
yeare younger then I. Dr. MacCoy ( Clinton] is just my ege and is Harverd,Wgfl; I don't
know. He has his doctorate from Harvard. The position of which you heerd wes being offered
to & Nickereon who is now &t the Univ. of Mess. and has his doctorate from Weashington
U iversbty. I feel almost certein it is not anything he would went end I hope he was not
interested. I can't gp into deteils about all this. Kecp whet I have said under your hat.
Don't tell Andy or anyone, Now I wish I could/fggpf/ accept your ofrer to help me move.
ou would be of inestimable help and comfort but I must sandw1c4thoaa Iredpey/ prepererte
preparations to move between other more importent thinge. Before I leave here which will

be, I hope, et least & week before I have to be at Cornell, I shell have gotten things
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Nerton, Massachusetis
March 15, 1954

Dear Wilbur end Ceorge,

As I think each of you knows in a genersl sort of way from what I told you
about my new position the problem of living quartere and arrangments is one of
the great drawbacks. For the first time since I left Johns Hopkins in 1940

I feel that I belong in & group &nd that I shall work into the depariment here
and make & 1ife that I can enjoy and hendle. Bui I must have « moie satisfactory
way of living and since I cunnot because of iwo dintary difficulties eat in the
college dining room as unmarried women do I cannot have college living quarters.
Hence I have been locking mround for something for nexi year and somet . iar
the immediete future if possible. There are just & very few epartment X

easy reach of campus and at the present time none of those is availsble or will
be available. I have gone into the problem of buying s place because es you
know it will not be too long before Leurs retires and after she sells the place
out there she will come here. I've paid rent for a good many yeers end I think
now I'd better buy. I'll be far better off in & place by myself and with the new
knowledge 4{ Jiabetes there ie no danger in a diabetic living alcne as I may have
to dode st 'heve found & emell new house within sight or ten winutes of the
Science Puilding, a distance I can cover easily at ncon and agsin after supper
when I need to go beck to the lab tc prepsre for the mext day. Idstence is very
important because I sometimes have to stop, go home to eat and rest, and then I

can come back fresh as & daisy. :
A b L, lraigaere [

I have paid a small deposit on ithe house im-crder-ic-holeé -4t for it isAthie only
new street ne ar campue. I have had the college engineer or furnsce expert and
the grounds superintendent go over the place and kamkxfex check it. The furmace is
forced hot water end is large enough io teke care of the second story if ever I
have that finished off. I have been advised thai since I must live near campus
this is the thing to take. ( There is another new street at twice the distance
epd xkmxx to reach that one musi walk mlong busy len:field Avenue which, you,
George will recollect. T should not want to walk along strest aad cope
with treffic. loricn has few sidewalks. The house Las & wiichen, living room,
two bedrocms and beih downstairs and an unfinished upstairs which could be made
into two rooms or one room and a store room. There are & number of {hings sbout
the house which I would have different if possible but on the whole it will mmke

ttle home.
& nice 1ittl :;.a%'a“"“{‘
Now I need $ 2200'4o mmke the initial payment and an additionsd #fx $300 to help
with other immediate expenses. I must have a stéve and a refrigerator which I
can get at a 25 percent reduction through the college, shades and a matiress which
I shall have to get e}lsewhere. Sinee help for odd jobs is elmost impossib.e to
get I think I'd ter get storm windows and soreens in one so that I won't alwuys
be fuced with thdVproblem gf twice a . Thase can wait a bit but not long.
1 shell be able to move by getting a® truck and shall not have to pack as
carefully ms I did last spring. 1'd have to wmove bscﬁfixg‘%'lt of June, a very
ine v&im time, anywey and I think iy is wise to move now, larch 29, I ecan
sa th months rent and will have peace of mind for the last wesks of college.



It is going to ve somephing of a rusn bt 4 Leura will drive esst and help me
get settled and bring & few things. Fop the present I havs ell I need in the
way of furniture sxcep} =& kitchen table and afew smell items . The monihly
payments on ihe bank mortgage and the various expenses comnected with & piece
of property will keep me hopping but 1 shall not have to face the problem of
moving soon egain and shall be sble to settle in at the college.

Since Mother's dasthm nearly three years sgo, & considerable sum must have
avcumuleted for me and there should be an incoming fund each month or year
which is fairly stable.

1 should say that I have obtsined advice as to the probebde chances of selling
this property should that seem desirable later snd I mmve besn advized that
this is & good buy. Of course property may go down. However there is the problem
of my living for the naxi few yeara when I shall be meking my mark here. I
have besn under & great strein thies year teaching strange thinge but I am in a
gepertemnt with uormel people and another year the subjects & teech will seem
less terrifying. I hope eventually 4o build up the botany end. And not have to
ppend so much time tesching things I know less well.

nearby
The college cwms most of the property nearby. The property,for sale now consitte
of a number of large old houses which I couldn't hope to mensage. The new litile
house is about four minutes walk from iain street where the tturn to ihe college
dump is, George. The new street tirns off Elm street ( going north frem Main)
4o the shst. This house is on ihe third lot from the cormer, faces southand looks
towerd the private school , The House in the fines. The propert y onm the south
side of the street 1s fot for sele and my not De for years. Ihere are three lots
beyond the house to the east and two of those will be built on, possibly &ll three.

I shall mot try to deo anything with the grounds now. A lawn will be put in this
spring and the owner of the lots will take care of it this summer. “ventually I
shell put in & tree &nd & litile garden. At first I was appalled st the icea of
buying a plece without a tree or & fireplace or a broom closet but my notions of
what one can obtain in the way of & hous e have gone slithering. There is a lovely
visw towrd & pine woods which will not be done away with and a view to ihe west

of open woodland, I'll let the man put in a compleis lawn and then when I know
what I want I'1l have ® me sod to dig up end which will meke good compost. I'll

be with Lsure ihisxswmmsx so much of t& s summerthat I think I'11 itry to get along
without en swning. to the s outh. Wilbur , 1 wish you were nearby to advise ms about
pany things. 1 do have the men at the college who seems very willlug to help ue
but of courss the college will actuelly do nothing.

Pefors I can move in I must get the business end in order. Should you went
b coeee 2ns liecte Coeet WVoloi S=15 e * fet “p &Y
el AiTozesi Gfso ~dl /3 fp-soc: K flones e Eocaioaan o
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Wednesdsy Morning

Yger George,

It wae very good of you to telephone last night, I looked forwerd to it all day
and I em sorry when ii came I couldn't be more comforting. There is so little cne
can sey for there is no rezl explanstion for my having to lesve here except that
it is imposeible for Jame to approve of anyone whom Clinton chose, and Mr, Meenely
and Mre. Mey,thesdswizxisaxy the scademic deen, decided serly in my first yesr here
that I would not do. They &re elmost fanstical mmd sbout any publicity sabout Wheaton
that is not favoreble and I suppose thet first insulin shocl when I wes taken to the
hospital in en embulence was more then they could stend. I thought a long time before
I eccepted the offer from here for I sew #f the locpholes in the arrengsment, that is

in being teken on by an ecting cheirman end heving to work under another personand
l’ even more importent the fact that Elizabeth might be promoted end given tenure, thereby
making the number of high rank:"lmbor- in the department all out of propertion. I found

. out the first yesr I was here thet both Mr. Meenely end Mrs.Mey disliked Elizabeth and
&" meant to let her gosbut Jene wented very much to keep her, Elizabeth was given an

edditionel year as promoted last year end gutomstically given temurs, Jens hed to

fight to keep Elizebeth end she wes not going to fight to keep me for she didn't really
want me. Now that she has boteny leb directione for the botany pert of the biclogy
course and deteiled direstions for setting up these labs she can run for & number of
years without much change. Mr. Meneely told me on October third end Jene said not a
word to me until £xtekarxi¥x November 17. When she did she seid thet when she advised
me to buy the house she thought of it as en investment &nd not ss & place where I might
live for memny years. Bhe also said that " They hounded me for specific instences of
your insbility to teach end I epent lest yeer collecting them". Jane went to Europe on
the first boat after commencement snd ceme back on the last before college opened, It
might be thet if Mr. Meneely had not been on leave second semester lesst yeer and if Jene
hed nct wanted to be free of responsibility lest summer that I might heve been told last
spring snd given a chamce to resign them. Mr. Meneely asked me tp resign and Jane asked
me to resign on account of my heslth which is es neerly perfect now as & disbetic's ever
cen be, except of course that this is e grest strein. I resigned but gave no reason.
hgking me to resign elmply mekes it eesier for the depsrtemnt to EpYAff explein metters
and I suppose it might help me, I think in all probebllity thet when Jene wes able to
persuede the edministretion to keep Elizebeth they either seid or implied that I would huve
to go and Bhepfelt she would heve to givepl definite remsons. What she geve I don't knovw. 4
Mr. Meneely ?aiti‘“ carnot reccmmend yeu o tesch because we feel you shouldn't be tesching.
and Jane said she was included in the"we". But she geve no reesoms except that I got tired
which snyone would do under the pain I hed last yesr end under the loed of etrenge teaching
I did the first yeer. I esked Clinton for a letter of recommend stion, emé Jane seid she
would write ome but that it would do me no goed so I didn't esk her to send one. When I
4old Clinton he seid he had not been consplied and thgl of course Jane would not epprove
of anything he dic¢ the year she was on leave. He said, I had hoped you'd be kept because
you are & good botanist snd we need a good botemist. Jane seid she hed not bothered to
resd the letters of recommendation that had been sent here becsuse she understood none of
them were from people who hed worked with me snd that therfore ?.hsy were worthless. She gf
said she hed no wey of knowing whether or mot I &m u gocd botenist, Jans &nd I have never
hed a tiff of eny sort. The first yeer she seemed moderstely friendly end helpful though
she seemed to have no conception of the work invelved in tesching bactericlegy end i gL
she did not eccept my judgment sbout enything. But I supposed that whs Jane &and was not
tooWuch upset. Lest yeer she was impossibly herd to please end seemed to teke edventege
of me in countless weys but I never seid 8 word and when she ‘tun:or.‘ on her heel in :Iune
without replying to my good wished for & pleasent trip z:.broaﬂ I nust sey I t:oug:ttne? &
very strengs cresture. She knew that I was in the hospitel lest Chriestmas thme u _:n:
nev er inquired es to whst happened or what I found out. However L thought she was jus

not interested in me ss & person. I've spent endless hours here trying to
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plan for botany here ., The matter
e grest desl of time s&nd the Bort.i:; :E_:\togo:l;: tr.: chooss for the library has teken
a job. Jene started out the fall by acting mor:n} mesees from yesrs back/Rhs been
and I thought I hed eimply @nnoyed her last year baah:‘l:z hed the f:l.:_'st year I was here
a7 .,;;.ng_.__or menner wes gimply thet she hed solve & ti‘;o r :E ‘therhursxtia. But I guess her
therefore I was no longer & thorn in the flesh, Last ?u: lem of getting rid of me end
€ ) 32{\9@"“ R R x v Shiy pameEnd ‘t-hm‘t IF: @ et-hsxtold me that she wes
3 propeare the thinge for the 161 boatny lebs and the nsw“:nn:nf‘?d e ) -
ozl ﬁ':l'&'-ﬂﬂﬂx i thought it strange since one has to spread o:tlzn:i:;::?:gynz g;::ob“n
 spreed. i
R R S e e e 2 i ]
me to give s course in microbiole a cous A g
been put:-in by & peecislisi in th?ti{.sld). c:eri::: ;;lgf;::idn::tﬂ:; ngm:i !12“ gt
= you went to give yp the course in microbiolegy?" I prseime thet fo " amd;h x
<y it mean to make me work up & course new to me &nd then ask me to roria mom; d ': e
I replied thet if thet were the kind of botany thet wae needed at ¥h g: I 'gn\: tmm‘
lesrn how to tesch it. I feel convinced thet she has no interest m’: :n Gt
wented only Po get something in writing for the beginning course % ;ﬂ ”-B“h =
- up‘_ah_g"lf.a_lked to me in Ngxsmmax N vember that ehe would never hwe.takﬁ‘s w . ;h“
‘q and certeinly not & womsn withje hendicep. A woman who left the yesr I cam:n;nnduh % :E.
ﬂ)“ J ten years ss en essiegtent professor and slways on One ye&ar eppointments $he hada:f <
gll the bolhny courses in the depert@pnt and genetics beeides. Zhat is in the cours;us};'t
V"h“ time here. The lest five years she dbd the work Larry doés row .and when she was 5
retired st 65 was mede YYgfgpFsy/" essociste professor emeritus". Sort of en empty honor.
‘ﬂ But of course Jene was on lesve ithen end hed nothing €o do with that which weas by scti )
U'J of the boerd. Mr. Meneely's remerk relative to my heving bought & house end brought 5
ﬂl friend here to J#¥ live with me wes " I am sorry thet youry domestic errengements h:\r
been upset." That is really the underststment of the yesr. Mre. Mey snd Mr Meneely .
knew that Leura was selling her houss gnd was coming here end of course a\re;-ynna who
knew me knew it. The Hays celled hero one Sundey afterpeen s yesr sgo. Jans had never
been ZA¥Y/f/ in the house except to come in it before I moved but she did come Ior
a short cell the Sundey night before college opened. She ected rether strangely but I
$hought soe hed come to cell on Lewre end mcted thet wey beceuse she was doing her duty.
Actuslly she peid little gttention to Leurs. I hed asked Jsne here once hp twice an ad
gsked Elizsbet et other times but never could they come S0 I had sort of given up.

I think I 11 heve Lzurs go to Mensfield tn—-dn‘a to buy the tickets. We'll try going by
coach snd if it seems toc herd we'll come back pertwey by pullmen, thet is fomm Buffalo
+o Boston. When we resch Hollend we shell be sble to get & good rest for the epartiment
will be &1l ours. Miss Belley was & new libredien et Hope last yeer end is offering her
spartment in gretitude for the greciousness Leyre showed to her last yeer. The epertment
ig not fer from the college =0 we'll have ¥ no difficulty except in getting to Cousin
Mergereths, snd erhape Leure cen rent & cur for & few days. 4inn will probsbly heve to
tesch most of mext week. Cousin Mergeret is scmewhet better and is lhéking forwerd to
heving Leurs come though of course HNEX Mergeret hes nof ides of time. Thank you so much
for such & big present emd T will use it. I mey heve to do considereble traveling befors
I find e job. I heve 1ittle hope that ihe Hgpe plege will come through for I feel
certein Mr. Thompson will think it is too herd for me. Unfortunstely Hope tock Esg

two new young men with PhD'e this past fall. Mr. Thompeon likes to tesch the boteny but
he did give it up for 4wo or three ysars when they hed & young botemiet. Mr, Lubbers
iptereet in me will be golely that I &m a women withe PHD end one they could keep. It
is herd to find women who fit into the scheme of things st Hope. Becsuse of the we}

my teaching schedule is set up for next semester I don't see how I cen run eroundlecking
for = plece end teach too end if Wilbur can 16§ me heve mere money I could get slong for
g time. I am worn to the very bene with ungeyixkydy worry &nd insecurity end Idd bs glsx
gled gf for time to cell my sould my own. There heve been times this fall when it has
sesmed I could not keep on but that is pertly becsuce I sm not building now. No matter

how hard things were lest year I felt it importent 1o keep going~-
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