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University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
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Holland, Michigan
March 1,1942

Ky dear lMrs. Vaa Schaack,

Harch has certainaly been like a lamb
here today. We hope that will moft meaa too mnch lion later an.
We can not complain mbout the weather for we have had a nice winter
withont any eevers storme and with no exdesgive cold for =ay lemgth
of time. The lake is s8till frozen over and the ice fishermam are
having a fine time. In front of our house thers have been a lot
of them,some in shanties and some Jjust standing on the ice. We have
not tried to go but we did enjoy one mess of fish that a neighbor
gave us.

Eva and I went to church this morning;that makes six weeks
in succession that we have done that. I have to etay for Sunday
School and 3va doee not care to do that 8o she walks down to the
hotel and walt%e there for me. It is a large place and thers are
many places whers you can e£it and read. She enjoys doing that and it
is 80 nice when we can go o church together. T wish to fhank yon
for your kindness in commenfing on the lifs membership that the
Missionary Society here gave me, I count it a2 real honor and far
more than I deserve for my bit of cervice.

our church has uveen omsy planniag %o celebrate the 80th
anniversary of ite founding in this coming May. I have juet come
from a mesting of the program committee and if the consisfory will
approve at their mestlng tomorrow night,what we 4id then the program
is all planned. Hope Church ie the only chnrch in town that begsn as
an English-epeaking chunreh and that hee never had Imtch services,

Eva has been feeling abou% as nenal. Today has been &
good day but we have had a lot of hard times during the past weeks.
Her nervonsness doeg not seem to depend mmch on what she does but
rather gesms to come from some physical cmare which the doctors
do not seem able fo relisve. We are hopeful and when we have & good
day we snjoy it to the full. Eva can d2 eosme thinge now that she
could not do eix months ago buf her progrese has not been ac rapid
a8 we had hoped. She looks fine has a good eolor, ie good weight,
sleeps well and keeps up her strength by daily exerciees of some sork
She st ill finds it difficult %o concentrate or to do & dafinite
task at a definite time but since thoce were the firet indications
of her diffienlty perhape they will be the last to laave her.

We %too are planning for a garden because we have enjoyed
the fresh and canned vegetalbler from our lsst garden and we want
evon more for next time. iva cannad a number of kinde of vegetables
and had fine eunccess with them all. She aleo canned fruit for herself
and for me. Canning without eugar was an experiment and some of the
thinge furned out well and some are not 80 good 80 we will know how
to plan batter mnother yeer. We had our last sgquash thie past week
and that ends the fresh vegetables. Our carrots Aid not 45 &9 well
and we have used =11 we raised but we still have eome that we bonght
and put in cand. Eva ie a good planner and we have such fins meals,
Her diet is restricted bu% we try not to mind %00 much,if only she
conld have all ehe wants of thinge it would not be eo bad but that
ie the worst thing-to think that yon cennot have any more even if ym
wen; it. Eva never complains and we try not %o talk about it too
much,

Choms ove_an 1 g0d wishee, . ,
Digitize llay the Hunf Institute fop{é@@@w Documentation
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Holland, iichigan
March 15,1942

My dear Mre. Van Schaack,

Bra wrote to you the other day bmt found
i1t guite difficult 8o I thought if I wrote today she wonld not feel
that she must make the effort %00 eoon again. she was glad to ha_ve
a letiter from you on Saturday ae well as one from “eorge.

Eva was 80 happy a week or 80 ago when George called her on
the phone one evening. It did not make her nervone %o talk to him
and the 1little talk A4iA her a world of good. She gets lonesome for
her own family at timee and wishes eo mmeh that ehe coudd see yon
but che will have to much etronger before she can think of sueh a
thing.

i From day to day thers is emall change in Zva's condition but
there have been some changes in the laet six monthe. The improvsment
are slight and when we have a bad day we gonetimes wonder of there
hae been any change for the betfer. She looke the picture of health.
She has gained a lifttle welght during the winter bmt will lose it
again when she works out ia the yard and Sakee more exerciee than ¥R
ghe does now.

We wenft 0 church this morning;thet makes ceven or eight
weeks in enccession fhat we have gone. Today has been a good day but
we had two had omes in Fridsy and Saturday.

We gaw A notlice in our paper of the death of Dr. Hegnear in
Baltimore. Evea is hoping that you will send har any clippdénge pn
mgy see in the Mew York parers. She knew him guite well and was eo
fond of hie daughber who died eome years ago. If yom happen to see
anything about it you might send her the articles. She aleon heara
of the death of Iizzie Firkwood's father. He hac been in failing
health for some time 80 the event was not entirely unexpected.

We had onr firet blizzard of the winter last londay but it
was a real March etorm and e9on blew itgeelf aous. The snow is almost
g3ns now and we are hoping that the last traces will goon leave,

The birde do not come in such numbere to tha feeding stations now
and T snpg:ee they will eoon leave us. The last snow brought thenm
all back utnt only for a couple of days althongh Eva gaw the cardinal
there yesterdsy. we have hnd great pleagnre from Eva's stations
all duriag thewinter.

Te were glcd to have the newe about Setsu and her small
family, The last I heard from her she said her hmeband wonld be
leaving eoon for the war. T hope he may be spared in 2111 this awful
carnage. Thres of Setsn's brothers wersa &lso in the fighting forces,
%o in the army and ome in fthe navy, What a shame it ie that we caa
not hear from her directly un%il after the war is over.

Eve nende her beet love and she will write apain bafore tao
long a time for I know how happy it mekes you to get her letters.
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Holland, iichipan
April 19,1942

My dear Mre, Van Schaack,
I am poing % v rite the latter thic weak fer
Eva 18 g0 busy with her garden fhat &he finde 1t hard to get the
tiime £he nseds %o write a letter. It ir eunch =sn offort for her te
write that I 1like o do 1% for her as often as I can even thouph T
know it makes you g0 happy te have a letter direct from her.

I 4o not know what fo esy about Eva's conditian. She
hae had a& very bad time for the last twe days and it ie hard %o cee
that she is making very mmch progress toward the ultimate Tecovery
for which we are all eo aaxious. She looke very wall ut thiec extrems
nervaueness Eeemc to come upon her with no apparant caunse and it
waare har euf complaftely. Her dimbiktis is mnder pood contral snd
ghe mansges the insnlin very well uut what cewuges the nervaus condi-
$ion we A9 not know. She tries s0 hard end if manelly &0 c heerful
and sure that ehe will be really well again some day. We get on
very well togather nnd it 8& » re~l plecsure %9 havs her hers aven
when it bresks my hanrt to ses her suffer so.

Just new she is bnsy planning the garden for this year,
We are nat going to plant as much land as we 3id laet year so we
are trying to plan 50 use svery comner of the plos wa have to uee,
We ordered the seeds and most 3f Shay have come se 811 ve need now
is warm weether and st owers. Iaet fall we had the brush cleare?
from the steep bank which leade to %he la%a nnd ™va plantas s11
kinde of bulbs there. Now we arms having lots of bloseoms and fael
we can cnf af many ar we wish for the honee for none can see the
bank except from the Rake. Later we plan to plant flowere thers so
ae to have cutting beds for sl smmner. :

I can see no reason why Eva woeudd not ba delighted to
have a picture 98 you ond her father. She oftan gets homesick for
& sight of you and for the 0ld home. She creves affection and any-
thing yon can. do to show her how mmech yon loeve her and how much Sha
means fo you will be & resal help %o her. She is always so Hhrilled
vwhen George calls her on the phone and when har friende send her
emall gifts. Rleaner is very good 59 her and sends her cards and
1little gifte vory offen ac well af numersns letters. She was sc
heppy when Jessis wrote %o her come waeks 820 and spain at Easter
whea Hargya and Marge sent her a osrd.

I hope you do not find the work toe hard mhils you ere
alone. Lo you have your house cleaning done® We are in the midst
of ours but it dose not make ne mmch Srouble far the rame woman has
done it for years =nd che foes ahead snd re keer out of the way
and £ay nething. Iam having a new 0lsan Tur mede far “va'croom #nd
We Are going ta peint the wslls oo it will be fresh and pretty.
She is trying to choese the rur now but they »11 look so pretty in
the catalogue that it is hard ta chaaes.

Eva wishee gie to cend har bLest love to esch of you and to
her brothers when yon see than. You are much in her thoughts.
With every pedd wish

8
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§ HollanA, Mirhienn

J Yuy 17,1942

ettempt it very often. She womld like so mmch to write to yom but
it seems foolish for her fto mse her little ©bit of sSrenséh on &
task that we know ie too hard ¢ for her.
Eva spends the greater pert of her ftime in %the
garden now. We have had some nice rains and the frost has held off
§. 80 we are hoping that we may have produce bLefore oo long. Thus far

My da=» MrR. Van Scpuack,
Jam writiag for Eva today becamse she finds
the writing of letters so difficult that it does not pay for her to

onione and radishes have been our only crope. 0f couree,we have &
iee lot of aeparagusr uvut we dun't count that we coming trom She

garden, we bave ueen eating rauuvsre £00,.at lesst I have,but the suger
Sb ration has rather intertered with thet. he sretrying to use only my

share pf the euger and snve sva's for canning out we A0 not kaow yot

how that will work out. None of the fruit trees seem to bw very

i.ll this year aud pernsps it is just ae well for paogle will not be

able 0 can very much unless the extre amouant is inereased.

We visited an agriculturnq@rean house one day le=&t
weak and eaw them raising towatoes under gluss, The owner wes a friem
of my father's so he showed us auont sac let ns see ull he had, Le
raises tomatoes,crysantharums and melone. [He chowed us one houce

12,002 whete they hnd 28w99¢ swell melon plaate atarted. Tt was very inter-
eeting to see and we hope to have some of hir melone after a time
; for Bya can ast thuk =nd &0 thev form our most com.on desrert all tha
bime thay ure in narxet.

Our aext door neishvor has =0ld hie house and ~¢ sre
feeling rather badly about it for thev have lived here &ll the Sime
we have and we hate to think abonut %hem going away buf the man sxpewts
to be cmalled for the army and his wit e does not drive =0 she doos
not want t0 be left here iu the couantry slone, Thie war makes nany
changes,

The asw TR for sva's Toon cawme Lnie past week and aow we
wisning that we had worked harder asmd hac mll. tue Minting 2pd
varalehing doue in tie room t0 we c¢dwid lay it &t once unb we hLave
peeked in 8% one end of tha roll and think it is pretty so we will
WOorx herd for a couple 4f deyes und then we can lay it.

aV4 sends Ler .est love 0 you And her fether and s~yg to
fell you kst pha hopes the gse rstionins will hot make you too mmech
tronble. e are hoping Ghas it way not come o us very soon,

witn love,

fauea.
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knlland, michigen
Hovember £,1341

My dear Mre. Van Schaack,

Kva and I listened %95 lLe cvuucert thie aftsrnoon
and that has mede me a 1lictle late wifth ny leftere. we try to pet
the good concerts on the radio btn® somefimes tha static is bad tut
today everything wae fine and we both enjoyed tre purie eu wuch.

ke eml=nfnr cays that thie ie ljovember but we had
& fresh ovuqgues ui weXlcan zinnies oA Lae uieehineh Sable Shat gva
ricked this morning. We *hink nusa% 18 S0we =urt ul a record. Fe have
had frost tnie st week which hee spoiles the vepetables co that
there will Le 00 1.0L0 vuens aul uuuatoer thie year. #va hes brought
in tha v99% vepetables and hue ce1nnd Po Lany orss of fmi*t snd
riekies me wali &8 vegeisbles thal Iam sure we will still be having
food from the serden <hen Lie Laws 00wee Tor another rgarien.

Tnere is nothing new to report sbvue sve's cunaition,
much of the $ime che 1f 80 nervons tha® ene iR A0ie K0 contral
hereelf withk Aiffienlty. The Acetor was here last week and started
a blood tect which will 1ua ovor a period of EONe WeeKE §u ueuollaue
the horwone content of the blood. In thie way he hopes to dind what
cghe lacks and then they will txy %o give her Shat. She iz faking one
of the new horuones now and we are hoping that i% will help. It is
very discoursging to eee Eva suffer so from thie wnelvouensss for in
other ways she seems fine. When che takes Lromides for several daye
she cannot sleep well but otherwise she gleepe well and her diabetis
is under good confrol al%hongh sre takee a 1ot Lf insulin when che
ie nervous. She hae her mensirsl gerisds regularly and wa hope that
will bring relief. Eva is nearly always cheerful ana tries so hard
%o get well thet I feel ture she will be rowarded eome day.

Wwe went Lo Grand Rapide one day last weesk 6o eat dinner
and then %o £cs a comedy pub on by the Qivie P..yvis Guele., g6 hed
B POUU vali® ANG ] THalK Bulu 1auUlE OULLNe mie gosn TOr her 1f we
do not go too often and 1f we go wlone. Teople MAa%I Xye Tely sacaVeunr
wspeclially 4if i% is eomeonse she has knewn. She does not nind strancers,

®va has Leen wondering vho una br. Holden is who is a
new mambar of $he claeeis. sne hes seen nis name in the Intelligencer,
She Lus wwwu wonderiag t20 whether Jebnie is %411 working in
Zattofield and kow are Annft Doil and *he vest of them at She pierce's,
You eee Eva thinke & great deal aovont pl1 the home folks snd friends
and ip interssfted in *hem all. Spe wants me to thank you for the
letters which come 85 regularly emch woek. They mean uuch t5 her.
George writes often and so do seversl of her BZaltimore frimnds. T do
the best T can %0 write for her because writing i etill too rmeh of
en affort for her.

Slie sends her Lest lova %o each of you.

7ith love,
M.
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Holland, michigan
June 14,1942

My dear Mre. Van Schaack,

Eva wae 892 pleaged when your letter came
yeeterday telling about the meetinge in Albany and what a fine
time you had had there. ii was so good that you could go and enjoy
all the talks end meeting so many people wunol you know.

Jul past week has not been too good. On last
Monday we went to the picture show to see Gone With the Wind. Eva
nad not eeen it when it was in Baltimore some yeare ago and wanted
t0 see it becanss eshe Ir 4 read the book and had heard so mneh sbout
the picture but it was very long and she must have gotten too tired
even though ehe did not think g0 at the time and we had euch a good
time. The nex% three days £he wae &0 nervous and upeet asnd it wae so
hard for her %o control herself or %o get enything done. She has been
better now for two daye and we hope we may have some more good days
euch 26 we had a weak ago. There is no doubt that Eva ie meh better
but she is still a 1long way from being able to lemd anything tnt a
very eheltered life, Juet “his morning she,"In the lset twd monthe T
have gained more than in the six monthe previoue." lam eo plad to be
able to give you some encoursging news after such a long time when
there wae £0 1ittle good fo report bu% we must not expect too rapid
gaine and for the present do not cay anything abont it $o her.

The garden is flonrishing due to &4va'e good care
and the fregmnen® rains. We had green peag on June 10 and have had
them every day eince then and have given away some. We¢ Lad kohl-rabi
todey and yesterday Bva canned two pints of spinach. We picked such
& lot that we thought it would malke more than that but i% shrinke so
mich in fhe cooking., Tomorrow we are having the first beet greens.
roas counf rather high 1ur Eva'e aiet but by plauaing the reset of the
meal right we can arrange ii £0o ghe can have a& big dish of peas and
it always makes me 80 happy when she can have some of the guod Fhings
that come from the garden.

1 tnink | forgot last week to thank you for the
check which arrived esafely and has been put in She bank. ®va nas not
bought any new clothes this spring except every day elofthes faor sghe
goes away from home go seldom that we will make the thinge she has do
but she will need socks and sueh lifttle thinge from time to time.
She does appreciate the generoue checke and hopes the will eome day
be able to earn momey again 80 she can once more be independent but
that will be some time far shead.

i Eva sends her very best love and hopee it may not
be too long until she will be able to write more often.

With ell good wishes,

s
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Holland, Michigan
Cectober 18 1942

Hy dear Mre. Van Schaasck,

Eva and I went {for a gshort ride this
afternoon becmuce it was such s bLasutiful day and ve have aot
Jat etarted $o havs the gas rationed hare, When thal sterte we
will not have mny exfira becance tha retion of four gallons will
not be ensugh for ma %5 go to sechool sach day even if T only
maks one Srip, I shall ek for more gas when the proper fiime is
here and shall not bLegin %o worry until ny regueset has been
reineed. Onr tires sre in falr shape and we Hope they will lest
& long time yet.

Lash wsek and we cpent at Lrs, Godfrey's cottage where we
kad & fine time on the basch and in the near-Ly woods whers Eve
¢ollected stonee and fosells and fnngi. She felt 80 well vhile we
wers there and 1C wae ench a flae rest for bLoth of ue but the past
wesk hae not bsen & very good one. It is hard to say why but for
one thing Eva tried %o write a couple 2f letters and that alweys
tires her out for eome days afterwerd. She wee so anxious to gend
you one for yur anniversary but it was so hard for her. When you
write you mipht tell her how mueh it meswr o you to get the
letter and sny detaile jyou can remsmusr about Hhe dinner. She hes
bsen waiting &0 snxiouely for the details of the party. You nesd
not eay %hat I nmentioned Shis.,

Eva Leare from Beorpe rather oftan nd is glad for his
lettera. He seems 50 be nicely settled for the winter and we hope
tlhe asw room will prove 4o De a pisscent one.

¥ya'e garden ie abon® Aone now althongh e g+il] heve core
lettnce mnd winter redighes. Yesbardsy wa started “0 cls=r swey
the derd vines and leavec and rake off the old beds. Ye made &
stert .id Lope to fingih while the nice westher lasrte.Eva pulled
the beets yesterdsy Lut we ehmilL leave the c=rrats in *he= ;round
a 1itcle longar. Onr fine garden will pirovide mmeh Taud for the
winler a& well af the sumner thanks %o Zve's ceaseless work,

Zva heg been Ghinking about you #hic wesak when you had the
missionary ladies %o aentertain during the confersuce. Te Lope you
were not %00 firsd £2 snjoy the restings and sre cure you wonla
have eoma fine speakere. We had our confsrence here this past
weex and Lhe speakers were =0 good eepecially ure. Brinig. It wes
the first time we had had a caurcs %) p2ar her and we enjoyed her
80 mueh. Did jyon hear her in Jlew York? Eve #id not feel abls fo
g0 %o fhe meetings tnt she war nmch interested and wanbs %0 send
Jou one of Lhe giograme I brought Lons,

With love from both of us,

el ~
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