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7 ;./_ - /94 ;.
Wudna;dsy After noon

Deer QOeorge,

I was very glad to have your letter last week. Bon't
be worried that I hm overworking on Christmss. Ae & matter of
fact I haven't done one thing yet except to buy Mether & nightg
gown and sweater. + sent the sweater to her for her birthday end
shell send the nightie to her for Chrietmes. If you heve not
already Beught something for her you may combine forces with me
for I can herdly afford that much. Mrs. Belp eaid you had sent
Mame a birthday presemt, The eweater cost #6.50 and the nightie
( it is & very nice trushed rayon one) §4,95. Xfxyex I domn'i
expect you are likely to buy hendkerchiefs for mother. %o not
for I tried very hard to accustom her to using Kleenex. “he
ineisted on washing out her own handkerchiefs and didn't do a very
good job end I felt putting up with her handkerchief problem wes
one of the greater irritations. 60 one day while she was out I
took away all qﬁsr handkerchiefe. S he looked for them , of course,
but she loocks for things she hae never hed or has not hed for years.
I gave her & fow paper onee &t & time in 1box by her bed &nd by the
time I left she was quite used to that kind. Edith started giving
her paper ones ,too, in the car. There is an ample supply of Kleerex
on the ehelf ebove the canned goods in the hall closet.

I em going to the meetings in Chicego and shall be at the

#hvers Hotel from Dec. 26=Dec, 31. laura is going taf Chicago, too,
but I don't know whet ehe plans to do. * guess she will find plenty to

do for she has never, I supponalhad such an opportunity.
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1 enclgse an account of the money I spent while I was home and
my traveling expenses. The trip back was @ineventful except that there
was engine trouble and we were in or near Buffalo seversl hours. I
wae asleep and knew nothing sbout it until I awoke in Canada at 9 & .m.

At Detroit the Grand Rapide passengers were taken to the Pere Marqustte
station to bo;rd\ the 12115 stresmliner. It was fun to ride on one of

those new trains and we resched G.R. in three hours instea d of the
five , or nearly so, thet the Michigan Central takes to make that trip.
Laura wae petiently weiting irn the G.R. station.

I hope your trip home will be as pleasant ss possible though I
realize that is hoping for a lot simce you must travel at such a rush
time. I shall be thinking of you. 8end me @ card on Monday and I
mey pcuihl" get it before Christams. I expect Jessie will have
you xiixsx and mother eat Christmae dinner with them. I aske d them
to eat Thenkegiving dinner with us but in the end both ."uuie aand I
prepared it. I wished $hat you were there to eat some of the pumpkin
pie which I nade for I thought it extremely geed. I made rolls which
were frightful so you didn't miss toco much. Mother was more herself at
that meal than she was at dinner .]na‘t Christmas time and ate quite
heartily. Wilbur took ue for a ride afterwerd. I don't kiwow why I
give you thie ancient hietory. I heven't written to you for some weeks,
I know.

Well, I must teke thie to the p.o., in the hope that );nu will
get it before you leave.

Much love as elways and a safe journey,

S

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



I found it much better not to use Mema's
money for anything but stampe end ice cream
when she offered to tuy it. And of course
did not seem to understend afterward what
had become of money she had given me for
something s0 T avoldsd seking h r to pay for
snything except those two thinge.
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I am sorry I used that last bit of maple sugar to make syrup for

Mama. She would heve been quite happy with ordinery syrup but I

found the suger when I cleaned out the closet and just didn't think,

If you meke pancakee for her bake small cnes. he is as happy with

several small ones &s with larger ones. Bdith saidd pancakes in the
4 Ty o

morning occesionally would not hurt her. Ne ﬁ%ﬁn’igﬁs?ﬁiﬁﬁ{'

Dear George, P4

I meiled you & letter et supper time which I hope will
reach you before you leave St. Louis. I gent you a rather messy
gccount of expenditures, etc, end if you want something retter to
keeplI can type one for you. [ sdved & copy of it. I always leave
euch things to the last moment, you know.

If Yema begins to fuss about Christmme tell her Eva has
attended to everything for her. Bhe worried all fall and I kept
telling her IBd do it. She doesn't remember. I haven't done much
but I have & list of persons to send cards to,emd Mdny of the persons A wlne,
I send carde are the same people to whom she sends cards . 3Se¢ if
ever I get mt the card business hers will be done ,too. I shall
have & little bill for you for & shall have =p a little more fo r
presents from Mother end me than I would spend1mysalf, alae .

v If the nuthatches and downy woodpeckers_have about cleaned
V U1~ [up the suet would you refill the holder, please? You turn the hook
ot ".»J'v:lth a pliers. It takes anly a few moments. The birds started to
?,.)J'Md‘ coms about ten days before I left home and then I put out fresh suet.
w- The suet of over two yeers ago was still not really mouldy but very
A

(U dry snd hard. ©Strange thet the suet had not been pecked at sll until
d:.-l & day or so before Thenksgiving. One morning when it was scarcely
'6 daylight I eaw two downy woodpeckers end two nuthatches on the elm
tree snd two days leter I saw them at the suet for the firet time.

Oewsiing fhe time I spent watching that tree last Christmas holiday
end the time this fall would meke meny houre and when I wae finally

rewarded the tears streamed down my face. It seemed so siraenge that
the birde didn't come when they were in the vicinity for I saw both

downies and heiries down past Mrs. Wheit's quite early in the fell,

I am in hopes you will be comffortable at home and not have
too strenuous & time looking after Mema for a few days. She = at by
the window very patiently when I went out this fall and slmost alweys
seemed quite happy when I returned.

I hope I left enough of the onion soup for you to enfjoy.
I opened several cans this fell whioh I enjoyed when I gave Mame
chicken soup. There are some real hickory nute in an catmeal bex in the
close¥ where the tin canned goocds are. <+ bought them st Webbs this fall,
If you cen eat nuts you might enjoy cescking some of thar.r*r,at lesst ,
eating some. I cracked them easily on the extra iron. I put a piece of
fine sandpaper over the irom to protect it and hold the nuts but I am not
pure what I did with t e eandpsper. ffnweverlif you want to crack soma'I
guses you can figure out & way.

Well, this is all trivial stuff. Of course I wish I could be
there to look after you both and I shall be thinking of you ever s=o
often. Love and best wishes and much courege.

gma__.
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Saturday Night

Deareet George, A “3 4

I wee very gled to have your card and em gled you hed the two days
with Reymond Tweedy on Cepe Ann. I truet thet you ere feeling a
little more rested though I know you heve had little time to relax.
I am in hopes & sizesble stey with Mr. MeTheimer will help you.

A check fo* end something has come for Mother. After you have
read what I shell sey below you ~an let me know what to do with it.
At present it is in Lzura's safety deposit box at the benk.

I am happy that you sre to be here and I think this time there will
be no reason why we cannot meke the trip to see Mother to-gether. I
no longer get upset and am so thankful thet she is well taken care of
that that feeling is uppermcst in my mind. Last Sunday krs. Godfrey
took me but could net stey long so I returned on the bus. laura wes
in Weshingto n, flew to see her brother &nd wes gone just a week. I
found Mother almost &s well us she had been sometimes this past spring.
Wegwalked ebout the yard, front and beck, three times end she commented
upbn & number of things, the birds, the holllyhocku, etc. When she saw
a pile of lumber in the back yard she said,''l wonder whet Wilbur is going to
make now." She seems often to feel that he is there zlthough I have told
hgr that I hove seen him. I have not let on that I was home. She thinks
G endms is teking care of ¥hings there. I told you her I had seen you
afid thet you were well erd busy end hed sent ,our love. When you ses her
I thirk she will be content if you tell her you must zet back to your
teaching. Of course I don't suppose she understands half of what I say
but I think she does. I stayed the full two houre end the latter part of
the tims just sat by h.r and petted her hand. Anne, Laura's cousin‘wanted to
teke me but T warted to feel I could stay the full two hours if Mother were
#ell enough for each of us to enjoy it. hed ?_ 7.3

r o
Laura and I hade decided to drive to South Hedley &nd to teke some of my
things. We had tentetively decided to start Saturdayp August 14 but can as
well start on Monday. w“&u have to leave here not lster than ten o'cloek in
the morning for we plan to take the boet &t Detroit in the lete afterncon. I
think we had beiter leave at nine. You mey stay es long as you wish. I know
thaet won't be long for you muet get on to Duluth &nd I suppese you g}‘u Bs -
teking & boat from kmstimxkmmyxxx Ludington agein in the early evelinge Ee
must be beck here not later then August 25th end we don't want to have to
rush ee we did last year for L. does ell the driving. When we made the plen
I sssumed that you would not be coming this wey so soon for I thought you
might have to stay in the east longer end I thought I'd surely be back bafore
you came. However, if you get here Seturday we can heve & little vidit.
WeX1l try to have the worst of our preperations out of the wey before you
arrive. If Itr any reseon it wogld suit you to stey here several days you
may stay &8 long as you wish end sleep yourself out.

If when this reaches you you have found out that you cannot get here before

X &g you,plenned let me know for
we shall then plan to léave here on Saturdayfli?ﬁ'{er leand me & telegram so
we cen make & boat reservation for the right day.
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Unless you send me other instructions I shall leave the check in Laura's box
until Ssturday end then teke it oui so I can turn it over to you. Of course
it could stay there lon ger if you wieh.

I saw Matt on Wednesdsy and mside from the heedeches I have he thinks I am
in good shepe physically. He thinks Mr. Schouten can give me massage &nd
heat treetmerts which will remedy the headaches. I have erranged with Mr.
ghovten to do so. I noticed this spring thet heel epplied to ny neck weses
wes Es helpfil cs erything, even when tlie pein wes gtill ir the region of
my eye. arm is getting better graduslly. Mati advised exercise for it
but I do tHink rest has helped it.

Should you decide that you cannot get here while we are here, you &re very
welcome t0 come here snyway for as long &s you wish. I could leave the key to
laura's study door under the larger camellis pot on the back pcrch. 4fid You
would find bacon snd eggs end orenges imxkmmxxf and mergerine ax& in the
refrigerator and creckers in the tin box by the scales. You could get bread and
milk mlmost enywhere. *n fact I could leave bread in the icebox for you.

You would heve to jump the gete east of the house for I shall leave that locked.
Our tekephone number is 4644 in case you need it.

Muich love and a safe journey. I trust this special will not srouse either you or
Betty too early in the morning. Give Betty my love and good wishes and coursgs
for each cdey as it comes. As I work about here my thoughts fly to her so often
these days and to you, too. I know how lest Ibd feell if leura hed been teken
very suddenly. Once mors love and good wishes for & safe an d pleasant jouney.

N Take n Jong leck nt iths ecenery aboul Uu{gunuvlu Iir me.
2

Z‘V‘ﬁ\_,
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Spencer Trask & Co.

NewYork Chicago .

Albany Glens Falls 25 Brond Strect

Hoston Schenectady New Yark #.N.Y.
Worcester

August 18, 1948

Mre. Lillian L. B, Van Schaack
cfo Mr. E. B. Van Schaack

27 West 25, Street

Hollend, Michigan

Dear Madam:

We are enclosing our check to
your order for $2267.47, which amount
represents the credit balence in your
account at this time.

> g v truly,

¢
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