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HOPE COLLEGE

HOoLLAND, MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF GERMAN
Lauma A, Bovo
EDWARD J. WoLTEns October 4, 1940

My dear George,

Eva gtarted for Baltimore yeeterdgy noon. I took
her to Grand Rapide and put her on the train with a round-trip
ticket in her hand. Just a couple of houre ago 1 had a telegram
from her saying that she had reached her journey's end in safety
and had spent a reetful night.

Juet what ehe will do next we do not know. She
left here with the intention of returning as soun as pogeible but
ehe may change her mind when she tries to pick up the taeke at the
univergity. She will,at least, meet the class tomorrow morning and
gee how many there are who wish to take the course and then she can
decide whetiar it will be worth her while to continue the teaching.

1t is most diffiemlt to know what she should do. It
seeme too bad to cever her connections with Johne Hopkins until she
has made some better connection elsewhere buft there ie no doubt in
my mind that her health will profit by leaving Baltimore and the
manner of 1ife that is forced upon her there.

She haes made remarkable progress since £ne has been
here. She has gained almoet ten pounds in weight and has loet that
haunted look in her eyes. Her speech diffieunlty ie much less and
her eyes were much better the last fow days. This is really the
first time since she knew she had diabetis that she has been able
to eat at home for any length of time and I think that the proper
food has a great deal to do with her improvement. She sleeps all
night without waking and has reduced the amount of ineunlin by ten
to fifteen unite a day. |1 know how happy you will be at all these
signe of improvement and how devoutly we all hope that they may
inecrease. | can see no possible reason why &he ehould eee &
peychiatriet at thie time becanse | believe all that trouble is
connected with her nervous etate and when she gete sftronger she
will be entirely well. | may be too optimistic tut she certainly
hae wonderful recnperative powers.

1t hae been such & pleasure %o have Kva here for these
paet weeke and the house seeme strangely gquiet today. I will have
to admit that lam longing for her return but 1 feel the decision to
give up her place in Hal timore must be her own and none of ue cén
influence her. When and if she returns we shall use our best efforts
to find something for her to do so ehe can uee her hands. What can
it be?
We are looking forward to a visit from yon after Eva returns.
Would you care to come betore that time? | shall be at home this
coming week end,0ct.12,12 , and ghould be glad to welcome you 1f you
can come then.
1 hope we have &va started on the rignt road. may it prove

a pleasant one for her.
A = -
drva L. Xj/;q,/?, <
L —‘ }..:'

Sinocerely,
Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Bota
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HOPE COLLEGE

HOLLAND, MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF GERMAN
Lausa A, Bovs January 10,1941

Enwanp J. WOLTERS

KMy dear “sorge,

Your letter %o Eva came yeeterday and Iam replying in
order to spare her the task of writing which she finde most difficult
We shall be happy to have you epend next week end with us and trust
that roade and weabther will be favorable,

Eva wishee me %o thank yon for your moet generous and
useful Chriefmae gifte which reached her in time for the gala day.
She will tell you about it when she seese you but she wants you and
Constance %o know how much she appreciates your thought for her.

I wish too to add my word of thanke for your ehare in
securing the fine wood basket whiek now graces our hearth. It matches
the poker, etc. and fills a long felt waal.

I kops gou will uot Lo disappoigted et the slight improv-
ment Eva has made. .She ie very eaeily upset and any change from our
rontine makee her extremely nervous 80 you will not see her at her
best for even now she ig concerned about your visit.

We ghall be glad to meet the bne on yonr arrival and nntil

P.E. Eva eays "please gek Gesorge to bring the enap shots."

48

then,
Our best wich

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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Holland, Michigan
January £6,1941

My dear Gesorge,

1 have basn glow adou’ sending you a letfter but I have
waited from day to day hoping 5hat I wonld have beifter news %o
gend. Eva has peen E0 nervous ever tince your vieit that we have
been hard pnt to it to know whaet was the best thing to do.

She put forth suech a great effort during yonr visit that
it geeme %o have exhansted all the tiny s%ore of strength she had
been able %o gather since we came home. She wae eo happy o see
you and enjoyed every moment with you bmt she has had to pay %oo
high a price for the pleasure. We are tSrying very hard $o get
back to onr simple rousine ou$ have not suncceeded entirely as yet.

lam very sorry to have 0 write this $o you becauss it
wiil mean that your next vieit will have to be postponed for a
few more weeke and we would heve been 80 happy %0 ree yon again
in February buft that wili not be wise. It tales 80 long to bnild
up & litvle resistance and euch a snort time t2 tear it all down.
Flease do not blame yourself for tnis set back on Eva's part. we
had to let you come 80 we could see what could be done and you ere
in no way to blame. Kvs ie no worse than when we firet came home
and we will stars again $o rebuild her nervone control.

Sha aske me %o tell that che hes tried the glasees and
finds them clear. She carried them one day to watch ice boats on
the T&ke. She akso wispes me %o thank you for the box of lovely
note paper which you sent. It may be some time before she is avle
to uee it put she is happy %o have it. Wrifting and reading sre %Swo
vexry difticult tasks for her and we avoid them for tne present.

May 1 add my word of tnanke for the kranaklingen which you
gent us. That wae very thoughttul of you and if will provide a
real treat.

The proofe of your parent's pietnres came and Zva sent
them on the eamne day as you cuggeceted. She ie a good deal worried
apont the proposed trip south but there ie nothing we can do about
that except wish %Shem a eafe journey. 1% takes very listle %o
cauege Bva to be anxious and ehe canno% help worrying about many
things that seem trifling obut are important to her.

rarte of every day Zva ieg her own eweet eelf end fhen we are
very happy; the bad nervonug spells we ge% through fthe best we cen,
Today ahe bean & lifntle better than yesterday £o we ghould take
courage. Write to her to let her know youn love her. She loves you
very much and is §0o glad to have seen you.

The skating ie feirly pood now i1f the snow will not spoil it.
Bva hat not felt apvle 0 go but wse hope shs will £00n be aple to
$ry it.
With loving greetingse, /)
W
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Holland, Michigan
liarch 1,194Z2

My dear Heorge,

Such & long ftime since your letter came and as yet
no answer gent. The dsye are 59 fnll and the letters seem to have a
way of being pushed aside.

I wish I knew juet what I ought to say about Eva
for I know how anxlous you are %o know just how well ehe is. It is
very hard to eay. Today she haes been betfer than for some days past
but that is no promiee of what may be tomorrow. Some daye her nsrves

ssem to bs beyond her con%rol from the time ghe arises in the
morning nntil the madicine finally takes effec’ and ehe is almost
drugged@. On bad days i1t eometimes takee three grrine of pheno-barbi-
tol before there i &any reliaf and then ehe suffere with head ache
for the next day. Om good daye she gete up feeling fines and the
whole day is more or less rastful although eometimee the nervoueness
comes on about the middle of the morning. She is &till taking the
diethyl-stilbestrol bub no% ae often as at firs% becance it upset
her etomach and Dr. Peslen £aid we ghonld experiment to cee how mmeh
ghe could stand for everyone was different.

Eva looks fine,har color ie good, her weight is juct
right and does not fluctuate. She cleeps without any sedative. She
has almoet lost the nervous twitching of her face and her voice is
perfectly normal,there is no hesitation in speech sxcept when ehe is
much excited and fhen it soon passee. sShe can @0 many thinge now tha
she could not do eix monthe ago but her improvement is slow,so slow
that we find it hard sometimes %o emile ang go on buft ve are seldom
disconraged and never both of ne at once so there is alwaye one of
ne to "remember the Maine."

I think it would be a good thing if you wonld ecall
Eva on the phone once in a while. I% would not do her harm even if
you chanced %o call on a bad day. We are rarely gona in the evening
and are almost always at home on Sunday afternaon and evening. Fer
the past six weske Kva hae gone %0 church in the morning and seems
to enjoy that contact. We go to the picture show once in a while
when the picture seems to be one we wonld enjoy. We go to the after-
noon show because that breake our schednle less.I think it wounld be
good mow 1f Zva wonld go abont a little more but I Ao not want %o
urge this but rather let it take ife own time for she knows what ghe
wants to do and what sghe can do easily.

About the book,"Uader the Greenwood Tree". It was not
& gift from Claire to Zva buft a copy that Zva had Zleanor tuy for
her for the express purpose of giving it to you. She had planned %o
do thie for some tire and had cet aside the money to pay for if.
She had Eleamor buy the book and have i% auntographed. She took great
pleaenre in planning this enrprise far you even if it was a wremch
to part with it after having it for a weeXk or so. Claire promised
Eva & copy of the book she did before thic one but forgot to make
good oa the promise so Lleanor gave “va money,for a birthday,to buy
a8 capy of that one.Eva dd4d not ge%t it before she left Baltimore so
Eleanor got that book,"Sometime Never" and had it autographed at
the same time she did the Hardy.
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Te have not teen Lr. Feslen sdnce Christmes £o0 he Adoes
not know much about ue now but I cammot undsrstand hie failure to
answer your letter unlese he did not receive it. He was avay frew
Kalamazoo for & few weeks in the fall attending some surgetn's
meatinge and your lefter may have come during hie gbeence and been
ovarlooked im tha meh of work after Lis return.He wae pleased at
Christmas to see Eva 50 much better tmt she hes not been fhat well
all the time since, She stil1 finds it vary hard to do a definite
taek at a definife time and cannot concentrate for long on any thing
unlees it intereste her very mmch. She reaade more than she did and
likee to listen now when I read aloud. We have rsad eeveral books
thig winter and ehe readsthe daily papere and the magezines for heor
gelf,

She takes great pleaeunre with her bird feeding atations and
when the birde stop coming it will be time to make garden. Tam still
hoping that she will suggeet having yon come for m week end but as

Jye% she hae sald nothing and it is better to wait fthan to try to
hurry her im any way. She etill cannot bear to be told what she ough
to do. 1t will be at least another year before there will be any
poseibility of her having work to 4o becanse fhe should wait until
she is really shle for the job before she takes it.What she shounld
try to do we can not decide now but her heart seemg to be set on
teaching in this cection of the country.we must wait and see how
thinge go. In the meantime anything yon can do to show her how fond
yon are of her and how much you trust her judgement with regard to
her own affairs will help her along.

The new furnece has bteen a real confort but we ehall be glad
when spring is really here and we will not have any snow.We won't
mind gefiting up by daylight either,

With all good wishes,

s
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HOPE COLLEGE

HOLLAND, MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF GERMAN
Lauma A. Bovo
Eowaro J. WoLTERs J‘tl'l v £e 1 942

My dear Beorpe,

1 found your letter thie morning when I went to
the office at the college to plek up the mail. I should have had it
yesterday if I had gone for the mail but I do not go every day during
the eummer. I hope this will reach you in time for the information to
do some good,

The fact that Eva wrote you a note the other morning to
tell you about the orchid will tell you that GEva was well able to
carry on Monday. She hae been more nervoue since but not ae bad me ghe
wae before you came and not nearly aes bad ae she hae been countless
timee during the pact months. She ie very tired and sleepy end hae
lain down for a nap each day after lunch which is a good thing,

Todey Eva eeemg more nervone than yeeterday but ghe has kept buey s&ll
the time and that helpe to conguner the nerves.

We were both very happy to have you here and we feel that
Eva ie not having to pay too highly for fthe pleacure which wae here.
We hope that by the end of the week she will be rested sgain and that
the nervousnese may decreace ag&in.

Since you have been away Eva hae thought of so many things
ehe meant %o tell you or to usk you that I can see very plainly that
it will be neccessary for yon to raturn soon to eatiefy her.

nva hae Juet celled up the staire to say that I muet tell
you that she hee been eanning beete and apple eamce today Bo you will
know that ehe ie avle to do something. She also eaid that she has made
some sandwiches and that we ehall take them with une when we go to
town to mail this letter and then we will go to Macatawa and eit on
the eand and eat them for our enpper. oo you ese ehe is feeling much
1ike herself and by tomorrow we trnet she will feel rested.

Bva sende her best love and thanke for the card which you
gent B0 promptly to let us know of your safe Jjourney.Flan to come
again some time in the not too distant fufure but you better not
surpriee us for ths present.

With all good wishes,

/m-
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HOPE COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF GERMAN
Lauma A, Bavo
EDwWARD J. WOLTENS I.HP'[IE'J 31 1942

ly d=ar Georgs,
Eva is 80 tired tonight that she dose not feal eguel
to writing to you out ehe wante you to have o letter from liar befors
you start for home go I shall be the scribe.

There sre thrae thinge she wante me to tell you.
¥irgt. We have had two good days. Saturdsy and Sunday were fine and
the firest good daye we have had this long month of Aiugust. Todey kae
been bad again se bad && any we have had in & long time. It is no
wonder that Eva is worn outf tonight after the awful day she hae
spent. All we can do ie %o hops that tomorrow will be hbetter. Thers
Was no reaegon,Bo0 far &8 we can see,why Sodsy ghould nof have been =g
rastful es the day bafore. Sunday we etayed at home sll day end saw
noone. Kva slept well Lut awoke as nervous s& could be.

Second. We have made all our plans %o go to Hrs. Godfrey's

cottage on Friday,Septembear 4 _and will etey thare for a week and

one or two days more depending on the westher. College opens on the
16th but we shall come home on londay preceding becauee T may have
souething to do with registration. We are looking forward to the
deys st tho beach and I truet they may do Zva & lot of good. Your
generoue holiday gift to Iva will pay the rent for the cottage so

yon &re having & real pert in making Eva'e vacation poesiuvle.

Third. The tometo plants did not &1l dis. In feset we have
canned 73 gmarts of them,sold & half bushel, and ths and is not yet.
The plante have sone eort of a blight which made Shem loge & lot of
their leeves and gtop setting new fruit Lué some of them seem %to be
doing better now and we chall have sll the %tomatoms wa cen eat <from
now until frost and tLen we ehall start on the cens. EZva is fond of
them and %hey do not "count™ mueh €0 we have them often.

Ihe eyuesh and eggplant are doing themeelves proud end we can
hardly keep ahead of them. The pasches were resl nice and we canned
E?7 pints for Bva. These ware canned in peech juice instead of water
80 they ought §0 be very good to set. We are still having fresh
.peaches twics & day. We picked the pears and have them lying on
the bagement floor to ripen. There are not meny,lese than abushdl,

Zva had a lstter from your father on Friday and a card
today saying that they ware having a fine time. We have laughed a
lo% over hies lefter when ha gaid that he had spent 19 cents for
two egge and two peachee and the four of them did not cover the
bottom of the bag. your lsftar came this morning and was very
walcone.

E¥a sende her love and best wishes for & pleasant trip
homs. We £hall look for word from you.

With all good whkshes,

/ LA _
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Holland, Michigan
Novembasr £ 1342

My dear “esorge,

vk ig letting me write a few latters for her this
afternoon. she still finde writing so tiring that we have Ascided
it is better for her not to exert lierself whan shas suffers go
muech for it afterward so if her lattere are infrequent yon will
know that it ie not lack of infterest un her part cnwi makee them
0. Sue ie delighted to get lehiters and wants to thank you for the
iuveiy flower cards on which you uave written your noted lately,
She ie treasuring them carefunlly.

The paet weeks have shown little change in Eva's
condition. Thie past week wae a good one but before that we had
a conple of weeke that were not e0 good. That seeme to be the way
thinge go and there Adoes not seem t0 be m cauee for the bad times-
at least noft one that we can see.For the moet part Eva is cheerful
and keeps good courage and that is a big help. On the whole she is
better but we have to look a long waye back to see much improvement.

Just now she has taken a renewed intereet in her etundy

and hae eet np her microscope in the dining room €0 ae %o have it
where cshe can get at 1t eaeily during the day time. She hae fixed
up an 0ld study tadle and a set of shelves g0 ghe can have her
thinge at hand and Tam in hopes that ehe will enjoy workinh with
her specimene. Leet winter she had no interest in such thinge so
this seeme like & uig etep in the right diresction. Thie morning
ghe put out the firet food for the Lirde and will enjoy wakching
them from now on. We hava seen some in the yord but sre hot cuxe
whather they ares our 0ld friends or not buft we will try to draw
them closer eo we can see them better.

In epite of the fact that we had a killing frost a
month ago we 8till have cosmogs amd some other flowers from the
garden. The cogmoe have besn espsgially fine this fall and we
have enjoyed them very much. We went to Port Sheldon a faw weeks
ago and Eva gathered some= materials for the 1itfle winter gardens
which 8hs arranges in a glase bowl. They look very nice. I hope
ghe may have a chance %0 give you ons of them.

Eve says to thank you for the cactus which she has pnt
in a pot and hopes it will grow. She has not examined the other
thinge you sent but hopes to do eo bsfore they are snfirely dried.
She washad the socks bnt has been 80 busy knitting for the Hed
Croeg that she has not taken %ime to darn them ye%t but she will
get at them after a time. 5She 1likes to 40 them for you.

vur good doctor Peelsn hac had %o go tu war and ie now
at Camp U'Leilly in Missouri. We felt bad to huve him go 80 far
away but we hope we may notu aeed him. Uur lucal izwily doetor who
has known Eva 8ince she wae a student diea & monin &g0 8u Gnore is
uothing for us to do ont get better.

Eva gends love and best rirhaa:

Secrcidly.,
/ ppettn
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Hullsnd, Wichipan
Neaamhar 11,1942

My Aeer Georgs,

1 neglacted %0 pick up my wail at the college
until todey and so did not receive your lebber as £oon as J ehould.

1% wae very fine of you to send such a gaasrous
check for Evae'e Christmas and I shell try to spend it wivaly for
her plesenrs, i thiak i ehall geb her aitker & pair of Jersey slacks,
which ehe wente but coneicers an extravagance, or A "wind breaker."”
1f I find the kind of a wind breaker that ghe wants I ghall put eome
moras with your check and make it our gifs,

1% is very late for me %o make any enggestions &e
©9 obher Liiiza that shas migLt like to have but I chall menfiorn &
few Lhaf Ocenr §o ne wut ~ou must not think that she has to have
all of these or inceed any part of them.

AS you xnow nu%s,chesse end the verhoue kinde of
feney erackere ars alweye welcome 0 cLaage ner aiet.
$ole woers of scase to carry ner inemlin outfit would be nice %o have
when she goss away from hora for & meal witkL Ghe unmodified insulin.
She read not loag ago apout a thermoe carriexr 1ur iasulin whaich ghe
thonght she would like . I hevs haard Hve say & number of times
that ehe wishad ehe haa XEPRANRNERT a pedomster, % they cost &
good deal aad are only playthings.

A'pair of boys lined leather nisiens or gloves to
wear about the yard in winter would be nice. A 1li%ttls ornament to
pin on her tweed cosf would please her for fhe one =he has worn ie
broken. she likes fancy candles end lacease.

1%t geems there ie 20 end to thes thinge I cea thinxk
of thet phe would 1iXa., pae i well proviis? with ordinary olothee,
soarves, glover snd such thinge bacause she Ades not use them very
puch, Ene 4f you neve meda your purchsrss bafora this reachas vou
and you hsve not hit upon any of thare *hippe wom know thet Rve will
be ddlightad with whataver vou =end.

Ryes hee not felt tnc weii i=tely but nes bean gome
hagyer than & week AgO.

wien sai good wishes for a rastful veestion And
= plerem=nt holidey sesgon for yuu,

Dauwvwiery,

fpecsen -
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o Her diren
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM

WASHINGTON, D. C.

May 26, 1944,
Hise Eva B. VanSchaach,
Coxsackie, N. Y.

Dear lMiss VanSchaaclk: L

You may be interested in kmowing that the
paper I told you I was writing on the Aleutians is turning into
the type of thing that your brother needs. Things have a habit of
growing larger as they develop into realities, but sometimes they
grow so large that they can not be bornl Such may be the case with
this, and I am nok sure whether the powers above will issue it in
the form that it is being prepared. Dr. Austin Clark of the Museum
staff has prepared a very interesting treatment of the birds and
animals for this same publication and I am trying to make my part
come up to the high standard of usefulness to the "common man",

It has occurred to me that it might help my vproject if
your brother would write me a letter msking for a popular treat-
ment of the vlants for the use of the bored soldiers stationed there
and telling how much use he thinke such a work would be. With that
I might have better success in persuading the Institution to publish
it. Of couree the great drawback to the whole thing is that it
takee time to get out such a thing as this and to get it into the
hands of those who can use it. 3By then the winter storms of 1944-45
will have started. The bird part will, however, be just as useful
in the winter as the summer. I plan to have an extra copy of my
part made when it is typed and eend this to yout brother. If you
tell me how to send it I can save a few days in its despatch.

Yours sincerely,

D o

P, 8, Your letter with your Holland, Michigan address seems to be
mislaid.

Pigitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



e

Holland, Michigan
July £5 1943

My dear Mrs. Van Schasck,

Zver eince you went home Eva has triefdb
to write %o yon eagh week,sometines more than once,because she
knew you enjoyed getting word from her but the effort has been
almoet too much for her and she has asked me to write this tire,
I know you will be disaprointed not to hear from her directly but
know that you do not want her %o undergo such & strain when it
can be avoided.

Eva hae been more nervous than usual the last few
weeks. It is,I think, the reaction from the very great effort she
put forth while she was at home and then for some time after her
return here. She lived for eo many weeks on a sfrein that is no
wonder that she gave way at last. Rest and guiet will work a cure
1 feel sure and we mey btry the osteopath if she ie willing. It
seems to me that might help to give her some relaxation but we will
have to be patient and waif until she feels like trying it so we
will say no more aboubt it for the present and hope for thre best.

The garden has been rather a disappointment this
last week for so many different kinde of buge and diseases have
come %0 attack nearly every thing we are trying %o raise. Zva hee
spzeyed and dusted Entiently but there seems to be nothing to do
for many of the pests and it is hard to see the fine plants wilt
and look eo0 eick. We try to be philosophical about it and not
take it too eeriously but that is not emsy when you have put so
many houre of work into the raieing of the plants ac Eva has done.

We are enjoying the frmits of the garden and ftry to
think of them rather than the hard luck. We have had squash several
times and think it grows better each tiie. Today we are to have our
firet cucumber and there will soon be a number of them. We sghall
make picklee ae soon as there are enough cucumbers for they may not
be so good later on. We are having beane too and e€hall can & few of
them tomorrow. The plante do not look too well and we are afraid
our crop will be short. The tomatoes are growing in saze but there
are no ripe ones yet.

We took our emprer to the beach on Thursday night and ate
there in the sand. it wae very windy and we enjoyed watching the
waves. It wae not a vory hot night so there were not too many people
on the beach and we slways 1like i% better tha% way.

Bva wante to thank you for she letter from yon which eme
on her birthday as well as the one you wrote %o her on that day
which ceme a few dsye later. She wante oo to thank you for the
generous gift. Ae yet ehe hae not epent the money but will let yom
know what she does with it. 4va was well remembersd on her birthday
with a leSter and a card from each of her brotherae well as gifts.
She had nice letterg from Jessie and yesterday che had a letter
from Mary.

1t is fine that Harold was abde to get such a good position
and that he and Marge can be together sgain. We hope this will sgoon
lead to some permanant postion 80 they can feel settled once more.
1t would hardly seem that Harold wounld be drafted after all that
hae been in the papers abont the army wanting the younger men.

The lediee who gave the little skit at missionary meeting
were Mre. Bernard Rottschaefer,who %ook the part of the native
woman and HMre. Van Franken,who took the part of the missionary.
Yhey are both living in Holland in the miesionary residence.

DARATISERPTSE (8 ORIE (R PRe EOFBPAER BAR RuF] PHOCTOR %t ion



allow Mre, x. %o gowith kim. She is alone now because their
youngest son who wae in college last year is in the army now and
is stefioned in Iandiaak where he is attending school. He plans to

be a chemist or a dector. irs Van Franken's daughter ie in college
now.

Eya gends her beet love and she will write to you again before
%00 long. She saye to fthank you for saying that she might try the
osteopath treatments and ehe thinks she will.

With much love,
LA
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hetd ey # nle @gennm b - Koo i e Ty
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Holiend, NMiehigan
August 13 1944

dy dear “morge,

Yegterday the paper eain unas it wonld oe gouler
today bu® we think tne new weather-man rme$ have made 8 nistake
for this has boen enother day when we got up early and closef
fiha Aoores and windowe and then etayad in HYs hous= as muech se
pogeible. It hae been an umuenally hot surmsr and %he lagt month
bag been very dry. Eva wabers the lawn &nd the garden Ly turns
ouf & good raln would A5 more gond.

Your mother wrote ne the good news of your promotion
£ome daye ago. We sre slow,Mith our congratulations but they are
very eincere. lromotions da nof csrie %90 eacily and we are proud
that you have been thiie hLonored. N

Eva hae been Wanfting vo rri%e “n Ton ever since her
birShday %o “han® yom Tor your moe% ganerous gift but she has not
been ables %o do if, Writing s%i11 makee her gopnarvons thot she
can only Aa it the first thing in Lhe morpTng saé thes the efforxf
is apt %o leave ler so Hired :nﬁ; is miceratle &ll day. She
trise to write %o your motlier af mich #ARSgke.can tn% coretimes
ghe lafg re do Shat t30., She gpent some ~T “he“birthdey money
188t night %o teleplions fo your mother. 1% was your father's
ocirthday and che %hought it womlad be a hard duy for her. she hed
Lee= rieyiag croyuetp ,the eaid,bnt i% hed grown foo dark end eo
they were kaving something to eat. She teemed in good spirits
&nd i% was fine to Ue sile %2 heer her volce end emow che wee g1l
right. We are 1B6bing forwmard fto a vieit with her befors too long
but she hae not get any dsfinitedate ag yet. She will,of conrce,
vieit in Clevaland as she comes tlhis =ey.

®Bya hadl 8 very nice birfhday wisk many gif*s end cards
from *he family and “ram her Triends. Sre enjoyed everything as
she always does and sf1l11 has sore roney %o spend.

¥e kad a real “rea* for Ainmner *oday- *he Tirst bahy
1imag from the parfen. They ars A new ¥ind end “hey sre *kea hest
bazne we have sver had and the promise now is for = good eupply
of them so we are hoping for some to csn. During the winfter we
bought a preseure cooker for canning and are enjoying cenning the
thinee from the garden. Lagt week we bought eone sweat c¢orn and
canned that. Our parden ie not large enongh for ue %o fry to reise
corn. A few weeks ago we went into fhe connfiry and picked blue-
berriee. They were the cnltiveted kind and were lovely. Help is
&80 scarce thet many orchardiefe ars having peorle come and pick
the frnit snd then yon pay a little leee. It wak fan to do it
onee bnt I don't think we ehall hire out as berry pickers.

Bva wante %o thank you for fhe specimene of ferns end
athar -plente you have eent in yonr lettere. She enjoye seeing
them but che is not yet BAble to etudy euch thinge and try to find
‘ont what the plante are.«Concontration ie gtill-a very diffieult
tark for her. She ies able %o Ad' milel betfior than she did buf the
ootany Etugy ¢ells up many kemo¥les which make it difficnl$ to
do. Eva lodke fine and when you see her I hogpe you will think she
looke the pictmre of heslfth. She saye Lo tell™yom that she is
Srying very hard %5 get well o che will be 811 befter when you
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come homs. We hopa that will not be too far in the fubure.

We have teen reading £ome books alond thie enmner. I read
while Zva knite or resfe. Sometimes I will admit both reader and
lietensr go to sleep tuf aven uf Fhit ne have rewd some pgood
booke. One Shat we enjoyed was called Drakonwyk by Anyas Eefon -
jts great interst for ne lay in the fact that It was a good rfory
written sbout the Eudson Valley with Hudeon ior tLe <¢ane of the
tale. Juet now we are reading an older book obut one we had nof
rend bDafore, Olivsr Wiswell.Eva reeds & good meny booke abonb
gardening =nd floner raisping end ehe enjoye the dsily papers and
newe megazines that we get. We ars co bmey all the tine thet we
do not read as mmch as ws wonld like,

mhere ie a small dog homese atteched %o our garage with en
opening into She garage and one onf Looxe L00. A few woeke egop
g mother possum and nine young moves in and we had an interecting
time trying $o learn s11 ws could firet kand about her and Lex
family. Eva hunted mp £11 the leture magezinee and articlae we
had and we found that our poseum must kave read them for she
reacted as the book ssid she should. Once ehe went away and wae
gone for some days btmt Just when we had given nup,seeing her again
fhera the wae and all the little onee with her. We were never
abls £0 see her start on her nochurnsl walke with the young on her
beck but suppose ehe took them that way. Finally she disappeared
and except for one of the young ones who came back during She day
we hava seen no mora of $he possum family. Mos% of our friende
who did not emse her are a bit skeptical at the %sle and we cannob
blame them for the possum hae nof lives in ltchipan very long.

Bve is starting S0 fix onur Sunday evening lunch 80 I hed
batter go end help whexe I can. She eaye we are having deviled
egee and sliced tomatoss. That sounde good.

Bva cendg her very bast love. She thinke and falks of jyou
often and treasures every word from you.

with all good wishes and kindly greefings,
)

At A
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Holland, Mlichigan
Saptiember 2 1944

My desar Yeorge,

Birthday Greesfings from two "maide” in Michigan!
We hops this gresfing resches you near enough the proper day so
that the significance of i% will not Dbe entiraly lost. 1t is
rather diffiecult for us to know just how long it takes omr
letters to reach yiu and we have been surprised sometimes by the
epeead with which your letters have come t0 us. Fope this one
travels fas$ as well as the package which Eva efarted 5o yom
somae daye ago.

Ever since we moved into the new house we have been
tTying %o get some decorating done. T made a brave effort to heve
it done last winter while Eva was a% home bnt the man has not
come yet and we do not have a very good promise of when he will
get here bubt we are hopefnl and ara going ahend on the assumption
thgt he will get here before college opens(Sep.20). So we hhve
been doing tha thinge that always seem to need doing whenever the
decorator comes. We have been painting the white woodwork in the
bedrooms, varniehing and waxing come of the furniture and getting
the honse forn nup from garref fto basemenf. Eva ic a marter painfer
and hae done such nice work and we think we are going to look
much better when fhe big clean-up is over. We have new drapes for
some of the rooms downstairs out we have not gotten that far up-
stairs.

The garden is pmast i%s best bnut we have had a fine garden
and will enjoy the Ifrnits of it all winter for Eva hae been
ganning all sorts of vegetables. We hLave lotes of tomatoes in
gpite of the fact that the vinec got some sort of a bad blight,
leaf spot, which caused them %o esfop sefitine new fruit some Lime
ago and some of the plantie look almost dead. The summsr = mash
are doing nicely and we enjoy them very mmch.

Our friend %he opposenm £%ill comse beck tn the eupboard
in the garage once in a while. He has nof been thers now for
about a week buf he may show up at any moment, The last few daye
we have ceen a number of warblere which we suppose are migrating
for they have not been here all summer. Yesterday we saw severnl
black and white warblers and Eva saw another bird whieh &he
thought might be a female redstart. If they wonld only stand
85111 until we have ftime to get the glaseese and the bird book.

We are looking forward to a vieit with your mother in the
not too dAistant futnre and hope ehe may not find the trip from
Cleveland hers foo tiring. She will have to change cars in
Deftroit but all in fhe esme sfation o that will not be too bad.

our enmter weather reeme to be with us Sodey but we
have had sesveral intimations that fall is Just around the corner
and gome daye we have had the furnace %urned on oart of the time.
We hope your warmer weather will past for some time re$t for each
nice day now seems $0 make the winter shorter.There is lots of
work to be done in the garden before cold weather and it is so
hard to get help. We have had three Aifferent boys to mow the
lawn since collegas was out. The boys of fifteen can gef good jJobs
now in the stores and filling statione £o they think they are too
old to mow grase. I% is a strange world.

Evae esends her best love and we wish to assure you of our
continmed interest in you and our good wishes for your health end
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Helland, Wicligan
Decenbe= 7 1944

HU ﬂtnr Geerpa,

I3t kas Umen tuch 2 leap Hire since =s have hed a
lcticr f}dm ydu tut we ®hall nat repreack ysu bacanse we remind
sursalves that i% kas vesn a leag time since we have trifiten %e fem .
wﬁﬁ& I metlier was hers we dduandsd a1 hor for naws of ysn and

u\o haa sne neme we kave been m 1if%le bmaier than neual
Gzyida te got fle hense and the Furd reudy for winter,
There are ®9 many things &0 42 and we da net lmew
too mneh nbiﬂ! B geed ‘mEny of thers Shinge and we can’t find eny ens

whe knews as muich as we do,ce we Fa nhesd, We are fooling

301& (1) E:int that we g6% a& mneh fene ns we Aid Lafera She Tirss
snew came. There .zre ktill seme %hings we did nd%t ret done Imk thay
d0.m9% huttar 5ae mueh and we Aid Ske bart wa cenld..We ;a% She
plunbar 5p c.m$1ggﬁ #drdbn the pipes in the yard btnk we Adid She rest
oua.-ulvu. Tt 15 1otx el ﬁm $0 have = parden bus it is lets of
werk tas.

4 absraaiiin DaRiooid

51 wak @9’ ‘ntca tf’ﬂn%a yanr mosher;here for. & Jav naeks.
Eva was &e happry %9 liave hsar here end te Ae Shinps fer her, After che
10£§x3wg wa ary lonepene for seme AuyE nndl very tired. She hrg fet
tattrll s%%% sver Bainp %ived yet im% rhe sapn will. Eva is abls
$o a%a 5:;33 Apsl \rére than tha conld moma Sire mee bus she is
net as atraue ne khe . ghauld 'he te bapin werk nasin aT %3 assume #ny
Tespensibility which ig net uelf inpesed. She Iesks fine,walphs =zleut
1<0-1%5. Her Sseth &5411 pive her-lets‘ef trauble, her Benritis ik

bad &% %imos bnt fhe disbetis seems S0 be well nater central and she
Ases net taka nerve ri;Tn ofany eexrs except udder sgtrsce of nnu.uszl
axcitement, She iz vory.anxiens soens yau and lseks ferwnrd ca
-nsorlr-ﬁc the %ine when ysu will be cening home,

Our geel Ascter keslan has haea rant ta France nffer perving

far @ yekr or mere in a lavge gpaneral hespisel in Fonsas, He hed
net wanted sver-ses cervice bmi yan ‘take whet yauw gt in She service.
We lnted S have hin ge s far svay. His wita and' gkildren ars here
in fava until ke ratnrns.

We are havimz eur.firss ensw of the winter. Abent 8 incles
wWken i Tell ou® She &na had ghewa %eday nhd thare ere long icicles
80 thie savee wid bLo"Sisas have lest = lek of their burden, We have
had ne Keyera celi f£his winter and ars £lal of 4% nnd kepe we may
have a mild seasen. Our hieating pland warks {ine and we kewp vary
conisrsabla. The o018 cax (08 soslis 50 XO8w 3LeXd is'w Rar en unf is
giving fine service in apite of She dmets Shat 15 1s4'38,

2EvA Sried enexperijent-this fal1 when it Uscstie cold enaugk
80 wa theught the tenajece would frosze. Te pulled eame af the rlﬁq,a }

1
-4

with green fruit ea and lnag %kem nnder %he garnge vwhora i% is coel
and diarkibnt ne% £oa eald shd nas *)afnari The homasees have beon
gohhing ripe #lewly ever eglnce and we have had them te mae all the |
time and Shere will pravably be &one hncil Ohristmas if aething |
hsrpese £9' Ghem. Whon. they got nearly rire we bring 'tlan ta %$%e perth i
windaw in'the kitchan rhere they teoa pat rad ~ifken.%e shere them in
the Tefriperatapgi Jcors nieces to have ripe Ja1n.upa now.
we have the bird feedipg sbatlen in pluce imf, have nat ked meny
berae se ye%,blue jeys,cardiinals and ef ceurga, epsrravws. We hape fer
nere; callers. eoan.

Eva send her 1ove and vest wishes,
And.ge de T. dé‘m
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oo My dexx Gaoxge,

Aelland, iehlpan
i A Yabrnunry 4 1345

. Eva hue been talking {ox come dave af writling Sa
: cbnt she finde vriting fuck a hard Sask Shalb- T have offered %o
;{I fow liner %o you e£o you will aow Lhat phe ie well and aben®
as npﬂ;:ln goLe smq%l WAYL WA cRn e 1eal irpraovement unt it in
8E111 very slaw ouf 4% leaEt we are golng in tha right dirsctisn and
_$haf is rather iiyerxtant.
R B . We 55111 have wiatar with ue and 4f She brighs
‘.%!:Bﬁlﬁi 9n Febraury Z had mny eigaificunce wa ure dua for at leses
&1x mere meske of wintar. We have m 1o% of enaw wkich hue been wi%h
ne einca Navenmcer 80 @» ni¥atting ,nita need £4 15, Svery snes in
& while 'ws have eone Traeh olean enaw 59 make thinge losk batber
‘80 we pet along fine. Our next Aaer neigkusr,vhose pon ridec to
ealleps with me, hue %4k%en 1y sn houcelt tha bask af keeping the Arive
ulwublgor*hnd shet in n big hals. "he city shavele the fran% wdlk
£ wa do nak have much ef Shat work %o Ao, o¥

0\ Bva'c fesding etatlsnn far *he birds kesy us

_l.oﬁﬁ-bﬁniﬂig no nat$er how stormy the day for Lirdir rmet en%, We have

‘a whole flack of phetsants, three or fonr cocke and aver o many hene,
‘Shat_are gesting no large we are afrald sonesne will mirtalka Sher.far
_turkéys. Thelr cailarinpe ars wondarfnl =mhen sosn close bnt thay ars

~ 'vary shy and e have ta be careful ne* ts frighten then. The Aorndy

wood peckers cora and %he male hairy har bteen here %20 Ln% no% ea
often as tha athore. The Jaya,chickadess, Inncos a1l sparrowe sre
anparoue and core every Aday s3> wa navar lack for back pareh smests
axdept vhen oconpuny oofer And wa ~ant e phor Shek ¥ und Shen. thera
_dsn'S » bird in %he yerd. Such in 1ife!
iy 4 Sva mad T are uvuey AR oan Le evary day unt Lhers

!‘gg!aaf ?;|mf30'bo fmeh la sur mefivity Shet ic werth recordiag in
& letter Ior Zva cooks and dses a Shonsand Shianze mouan% the houce,
.99 for a Aaily walk and sritos %o your methar,I go &3 callefe,
Once in a while »a #at a meal dawn fawn /ne% for & change 2ad when

& good riature camsn %o tawn we Sry %9 see i5. A wee' ago we hed a
;a.t'laugh“lt‘thln Our Heart# Tere Yeoung and Say. Te had read a
¢sndensed vareion of She Ladk €3 kaer what %o axpewt in part, 7e
thought 1% was gsod bnt the u’ndents say, "there pirle wars apfnl
dnmb, " Perha s thers are eime Advantapges in age.

. : Iy nephew Po8tar whe hae baen in %he pervice far s
leng Slwe 18 new an the scean Lm% w=e A2 ne% kasw in wha® Airsctien
he may have sailed. Nie parentc wil1 c£oon have his mailine anddrsse
and thet will %ell ns whather ko went #act or west. Which evar 1% is
1% 15 a long ways fram hane. ¥a ars looking forward esperly %o

the time when yon may ue having & vamoatien sr & furleugh ar dalay-in-
translt or whaSeaver it 1 that will le$ yon core hone for m rest snd
change. Eva thinko a Frent Asml abim® 1% and “=lks ahon® "when Searre
cameE." We hope 1% will nokt be %aeo laag.

Mr. Welmers Trys Sha*t Zverest ket had an offer of s
peeltien In sare other place un% ha $hinks thn% he will stey whewe
fie im now. He likes %ha% place and awng hie home Shere. "r??»}nerc‘
i® having Gome rather uerions %ranuls with hir =27e mnd !:.n-i,nrbcA
aboné 1% bnt dess nos 1ika %9 have anyane iaynire sbamt 1%. We are
a1l wondering if ha will re%ire nex% year wlLen ho bLecaues 70. ) ;

Hero cone Z7a with vore supper on & Sray ge Shat will
put a peried %3 Shis lettar. P = 4

WiSh w1l gast weNeB. _ g fp/ly - pleccse
Wgirized by the Hunylastisure forzBotaniga) Dogypengation
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Holland, Michigan
March 26 1945

My.dear George,
\ Eva was £o0 delighted when your letter came the early
pETS of“the week that'we decided to answer it soon for then we
counld begin %o look for another. :
v The bad upeet which sent ‘Zva to the hospital a fow
weoke ago is still having its effect npon her and accerding to the
books it will be a lang %time before she gets the diet regnlated as
well as i% was before. She tries =o hard and meaemres and wsighe
her food and makee charte and teste but still it seems very hard to
make it cone ont right all the time and she has some ratper bad
reactions. But we ehall $ry not %o be discouraged and it will all
work out in fime. Eva looks fine and Iam in hopes that when you see
her you will think that there ie & marked improvement in her nervons
condifgtion.
- . Spripg is almont A month earlier than usnal this year so
we ere-bhsy in the yard now doing many jobe fthat ordinerily come
later. We have been making somo changee in the vegeftable garden
and are going to puf in a strawberry bed and also an aAspafBREmE. .
bed. That will make the space for vegetablee smaller but we feel
that we will have room enough and that we will get a great desl eof
pleasnre from fhese sther Shings and thatp they will.not be ag
muck work as the vegetables. We have ordered the plants and roots
from Harrie and are $rying to get the pround ready befors they come.
We may have frogt lafier bu% they are hardy and will not suffer.
; ' An 0ld man in a neighborhood grocery told me & new
weather sign the other day. If there is & $hunder setorm in March
there will be & frost on the same date in May. So we will have %o
wateh ont for May 15 for that wae the day in March when we had a
regular thunder storm.
“ The epring birds have begnn, %9 .come.and many of the
\ winter onee are 8till with us so we have lote of company. Eva Baw
8 female hairy wood pecker $he other day. That wae the first $ire
we had seen her at the sfation mlthough the male bird comee once in
a while. The Rsmmpy downdy wood peckersare still hereend so are
the.cardinals. We hope they will nesef near .buf don't know anything
we can Ao %o persuade them of $he advantages of our nesting places.
«+-@n Friday we took our lunch and drove to a woody hill where the o
hepaticas are lovely and while there we saw & brown creeper and b}
- & thoueand { didn"t count them) jnuneos. Suppeee they are migrating? hﬁﬂ' W
Eva ie much interested in all that you write about the v’@ v
flowers you find. How fine that yom eonld have a meeting with the wjf‘w
soientiete for it wonld give yon & grea$ 1lift after the monotony e
' of your island 1ife. Eva ie encloeing a letter which £he had from
Dr.walker whieh will tell yon about the Look yon wanfed.
: I muat nof forget teo say that Zva's foot is better. We
2&& Mr. Schouten come and look at 1t. He said ¢he had sprained tho
endon which & a 5 f 1 a
Nouaeh,aich, Sack, fFen, She Mgl £, 5o knes §0 HRdye1R0 brvined. she
We did that for almost two wesk and %hen all of a sndden it was
_ better and &he could walk with out the crutches. It £6ill swells
. a 1little some nights but nof bad and there it mno pain.

i 4 v )
4 o A~ o G
/7/4/5?2 _,J_’—'.f./ 4-&/5/'/ i i 2 { J
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?

WASHINGTON, D.C. 25
g Dr. Eva B. Van Schaack
Coxackie, N. J.

g Dear Doctor Van Schaacks:

February 5, 1955

\ % As I am not sure you are still in Michigan, I am writing you at
your home address.

You have probably heard from your brother of his botanical activi-
ties in the Aleutians and of his valuable contributions to the paper on
the Aleutian flora which it was my lot to prepare. Hecause of the sti.mu-\

ating influence of your letter of last March 3d inguiring about a flora
of the #leutians and because you put me in touch with your brother, I am

/.
b Coecr,

asking the Smithsonian to send you a copy of the War Background Study on
the Aleutians, issued today. Had you not started me thinking in this

%, direction I might not have responded favorably to the suggestion that I
participate in this project. I sincerely hope the results prove more

| satisfactory to George than would Hulten's flora. Incidentally your re-
turning that work impelled me really to look into it, and when I did
I realized how wholly inadequate it was for his needs.

h‘-ﬂw
&é&c«a

George recently wrote me thit he was concerned lest he be transferred
to another station before he had another summer to collect. In my efforts
to get others in the service interested, I am using George's experience
as an example of the morale building effect of a sideline interest in
collscting. 5o you see your letter of inquiry has had far reaching effects.

The collections which Géorge sent reveal clearly that he was on

g\ Attu last summer, as a number of the speclies are known only from that
o Swesternmost island.

5. oo arnvons

3

g g\}s Sincerely

) R = LA %__/
§}j‘§ E. H, Walker

R Assistant Curator

Division of Plants
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