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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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pear georgs ,

rhis is garolds old typewriter which 1 am trying to uee
for the first time ¥ou will probably bve glad despite the mie-
takes for T domit Delieve you have time to figure out my handwrif-
ing when you are working on a thesds, hope you won't find the
prelimimary preparation as long as you antioipate for I Xmow you
want to begin writing as soon as pessible,

pothexr thinke that Jer last letter to you was written a
week ago Sunday, hence I'll begin at that point with the news,
Harolé reached mpaltimore sunday night and we left early Tuedday
afternoon, reaching reonia about nine orclock, I am glad that
I made the extra effort necessary to leaving in time to stop at
Grace's for ghe has so often asked me and 1 have always had an
excuse for not stopping over even one night, e whole clan
was there although Harold's lettexr had not x ed grace ., ye
ned a good visit and I had an excellent sleep until after twelve
the next day, we had lunch with Aunt poll and punt gate -and
lefy immediately afterward, e reached here about six oirclock
and had supper with the missionary mxmewd scciety crowd, I am
a good bit thinnerc and yother was somewhat shocked to behold
me in a non-elephantine state, I think arriving as we did was
a good plan for she had time to become accustomed to my appearance
without having an opportunity for making a fu es, .

I spent the latter part of the week doing many of the =
thinge which'y usmally plan to do the last few days of my vacatism,
T have sorted out a mess of stuff which I must have valued:at one
time, though I don't understand how I could have done so_ I have
set up a laboratory in the fromt hall upstairs and began to study
this morning, I must study nearly all summexr in order to make
up for the time 1 lost this past year, .1 ehall not try to study
afternoons, I needd those to rest and"do the odd joos which
really must be done, I shall not try to sew fpr myself for I
phall have 2]l 1 can do to do the odds and ende of sewing on
K¥otherts clothes, che must nave a few things fixed befores she
goes away,

I know you are wondering about peine, T suspected

é)mrﬁother's letter telling of the proposed trip for me dhat you

ere the one who wanted to do that for me,” %t is very generous
of you and I do thank you with all my heart, jowever, I Zcannct
g0 to yaine and yichigan at the same time and 1 cannot arzrange

to do both without uppeetting other peoplets plans, 1 do wgant
10 see you and T feel that your plans are a bit uncertain, rewsvs:.
I think you are quite likely to be at home the second week-of
geptember, that is the week before you return to cambridge, There-

fore T want to be home at that time T must spend at least
a month in Holland in order to see the doctor and give him an
opportunity of making some tests,etc. e wanted me to stay

longer last winter and I would not for r felt that 11d Immewxy
rixzex most certainly lose my plave at gopkins if I stayed away
two monthe T think 1 wrote you that intended to visit paura
in order to get & good rest which [ coulé not get at home, I
ghall be frank and tell you that I wish you had

£ wmanyr

mentation
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unimportant matters, I suppose you ,t00; think I can't rest at
Taurarse or you would noj nave told mother , I can rest there

much better in jugust koI could in _eplember 1msi year when ghe
was going to school, for then I felt if the way, I could not /

remember what T had written you mem or Mother goncerring the dostor,
I thought 1 had written that I must see him again but apparently I
decided it would only worry you and that when 1 came home was time
enough, However, I remember distinctly writing to uother thatl
FEERR Y XREXE XSS was gipd that they were
40 be away during pugust for then acations would coincide and
I'd be with them 2s much as possible, 7 made other references to
going to golland-and thoughtshe understSod that  meant to spend
August there, jppparently 1 did not make it clear, If raura is to
take me back and forth to the dootorts , pugust is a better time
than geptember for although college doesn't open until the third
wednesday, which is about the 20th, her work begins about -a week
earlier than that, chen too, 1 want to go to the doctoris early
enough in the vacation to glve me time to Become acouateémed to any
new rules and regulations, yndoubtedly a vacation in paine

would do me a world of good and it may be as prother and yather
think that it would do me more good than going to the doctorts, °

I oanfot help feeling however,that % oyght to go to the doctorfs,

I belieye that a new payagraph might be a welcome variety,
T have been tantalized‘'with visions of the ocean and giving up Zthe
txrip hae not been easy, I think you are a dear to want o give
me a rest of that sort and, df 1 were able to take 1t T feax Itd not
stay swake nighisworrying over your gensrosity, you st not ba
too lavienh tiward me,fex I am prone %o gel along with wnat T have
and the more I have the more p spend, A year from now you may
need a little extra,

something to yeura,  ghe helpa me and tries to give me some

of the things other girls have , while she goes without things
herself, ; Qm has come t0 my resoue several times and-7 do

want to ehow my gratitude to her, gne is tisd down with H2ddy Zoyd
and ' gannot come to visit me, therefore T feel 1 ought to Etry to
visit her, gother féels that my stay theras this winter ought to
take the plags of a summer visli, 7That howevaer,wss not much
satisfaction to paura, I oonfesstnat if it -were not for the
fsgkex necemsily of secing the dector, bess 11d Le templed o

visdt her the latter part of geptember, I must be baek in malti-
more tha imxiowsei middle of the 2@sl wesk in gepltember for I

want to get ssttled and take an exam bafore c¢lasses atarl To

sum up the whols business 1 dontt think that oconsidering®the

#isit to tha doctor, the sildying that I must do, and the fact {ihal
I oan get a good zest at paurars , T ought to go Lo Yaine, Father
saya he sees my point and uother has given in, 1 think that both o
them are skeptleal | jpwever afber one good discussion we dropped
the subject and are enjoying efancn others company while we may,

of cc%aa,' I dontt nead to tell you that ; feel 1 owe
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I am nof trylng to do as much cooking ag I ususlly do and like
to do, mathar put hils foot down and r*Fealize that 1 cannol spend
my energy tHAt way, oven though 1 enjoy doing it uzother 1s
guite recongiled to letting me study mornings and since she can
work faster &lone I think we shall get as nuok done and haye fax
1es8 friction than we have had at other times, The work is
really very muoh easier than formerly, 1 do enjoy the sink and
the ice box, gGetting a meal and eclearing it away is only half
the work i: used to be,

I brought a dissacting microscope and-a compound microscope
as"well as a few ( ask Harold aboul thatiigysi) other things with
ma, I want to do my work very thoroughly for I may want to
start & collecting business and the more I know about forms and!
structure, the easier it will be for'me to work up a business, T
believe that if 1 had a degres now Ifd sst up 2 business in the two
vack roans of yaroldrs office, I may be aifool:to stick and txy
to get a degree, whilch may never do me any good, T am much mors
interested in boteny than I ws, probably Yeomuse I foel bette tand
have had an epportunity to work a few nvure in psacel. wWwerll
hope the intersst is not tramsitory, At any rate a thou%h 1 was

reatly tempted fot to go back to yopkine, p think it is the thing
o do, ha medlcine which the dooctor gave me'tided me ovexr this
apring, alihbugh T did have gulie a few spells, rhe las} month I

was tired asd had to take the medicine oftaner in ordex to keep
on the job, That & liguld intake limited to five glassfuls
a day probably accounts for the loss in my avolrdupois I heve

alrsady bagun to gain and now no doubt T shall have to'guard against
galning {60 much, ghe doctor thought I was %too stout last wintex,
T have not had to dlet-exeept to be careful about starchas and
sugars as He suggested, goodness knows, I eat enough, A11 that
hot weatiie® in -altimore was encugh Lo make me loss weight, muth
declared t 1‘Bma going into = decliine . a=l 1 told her that cou
not be forshs had repaetedly told me I was not a lady and Loing
into a deoline is the perogative of a lady, puth and 1 are

wy eirele women friends is very }imited and T should dislike +6
t ©0 be on speaking terms with one of the few giris I see often,

good frie% and I am glad T didi 1t move in the middie of the yez+

garold went to Piatisburgwiin gane tals wesk-snd, ur, Oliexe/~
went with Bim and they stayed at m private camp on pake champlain,
T think it was yr, Oliver:s camp,

we'went to chureh yesterday and sepent the rest of the day
at home , 7the cloudy weather did not bring rain enough to help
the garden and now the sky 1s aes clamesas a bell,

T went to flr, pennet:s this afterhoon and had a tooth f£illed
whiall nas worried me for weeks, 1 lost the filling two months ago
and have been 1ike ya in daily antieipating a‘toothache, Auntie
went with ue. ghe says she is going to yaine, she wants t go with
W
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2 and 2 but she may as well make up her mind that she cantme
on that point ye is adiamant, It-seeme that tkee present house~
keeper hae a very bad reputatdon, auntie doesntt believe what
ther told her and deoclares she will keep the womAn, though a =
week-ago she declarsd she wouldnrt, ya would like to try plsie
garr, I hppe that we wom't have Lo -leave puntie'wdth this
woman during august for yother wouldni{ be content, I don1s tho
think the woman!s apppearance belies her reputation, although 1
méy be prjudiced,

i To-morrow ‘afternoon and evening we are'to celabrate the
19th , sine the 8,8, pionic is set for wednesday, wilbur , yessie
and pessée ars coming dowm for the-afternoon and zarold will bring
Auntle out when he comes'at five ofolook 1 taink we sHalll
nave supper on the porch, I may go to the pienic with Pa in tue
afternoon, T donti think wa will go at all 1 domrt want to be asy—
away all day on my birthday and 1 ought to sbudy,in the morning,
I'1l see which way the wind blows and do accordingly,

pritele is worse and staggers terribly at times, 71 donrt
believe ane will get better, guite a mumber of dogs about town
have died from distemper,

I breught your blankets home and Pz and 1 will wash them
in gasoline sometime before I go away, 1 domit want to leave suon
Jobs for us tojdo the little time we are to-gether, I plan-to
leave here om pugust 8th and shall return about a month kater, rhat
will give me about two and one half wecks at home, tpaura wants
me to stay apd return to paltimore from thers but of course 1 shall
not do that |/ - I havemit written my plans to her since I knew about
the yaine trip, I had planned to leave about August first but 1
have enough work with the scope to keep me busy three weeks and
want té finish that befors I go away, wnile I am in j;olland I niwuq
study plant physiclogy, asd woen I return I study for the exam
I want to take early in the fall, If 1 oan stick to this schedule
I ought to be i ble to go back with a more orx less easy conseiencs,
although T il1 not be nearly square with the world, HOWEVEer,T
can hardly expect to do all that 1 have to do by working mornings
fot two months, 71 shall not work more thah that for T fesl I must
have plenty of rest and play,

vou will begin to wish T had writtem longhand for I'd not
have spieled thie far in that fashion, 1111 stop now and add a
few postseripts if 1 find in the morning that 1 have ommitted any
important pOihes, irother sende her love and T suppose gabher-does
80, A or so back il would have been pa and a1y}
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