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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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Many of Harvard's Great Have Been Borne Mail by John
Francis Dee—He Is Now Delivering to Second Generation

For 39 yenrs; John Francis Dee, for-
merly of Ireland, hag been delivering
the dally quota of mull to Beck Hall
Ianll the residents along Harvard Street.

“1 garried mail to the fathers of sev-
en' of my boys here in Beck Hall now,"
declared John, when he was stopped in
his rounds by n Omimsoxi reporter, It
somehow makeg me feel good to think
that these boys here are the sons of
gomo of my old boys 30 years ago, . - .

“Yes;, I like carrying a mail bag:
Why else should T do it for 38 years?
You put a letter in n boy's box, and
wonder what it {&. You can tell, some-
times, when you see the same writing
turn up about once in so often, Here's
a check, and here's a dance {nvitation,
and here's something that is as welcome
ns o check. It looks like a woman's
writing, too. You feel as if you get to
know people, and are glad when they
get good news, and sorry when it's bad.
Yes, it's a good job.”

Jack Is proud of the fact that many

|of his boye of years ago have sinee he-
(eame mnationally known, ‘‘Thare was
| €. C. Langdell,” he pald, gazing reml-
| niseontly down Harvird Street. “and Win.
throp and Lothrop Ames; and the Sears
| brothers, who were the grentest tennis
players of their time. And Professor
Alexander Agassiz and President Eliot
were two of the men living on my route
for yenrs"

Trudging off down Harvand Street
side by side with the reporter, Jack was
u blus-conted symbol of the declaration
of Herodotus that “neither heat nor
cold mor sun nor rain nor gloom of
night shull stay these carriers from the
vvm aamul*lnn of their appointed
rounds,” which fs emhlazoned in the
stonework of the New York Poat Of-
fles, ““This ia fine work for keeplng a
mnn in shape” declared Jack. “I
haven't migsed a day yet,” he added
with Hibernlan enrnestpess, “and I
don’t ever intend to miss one.”
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