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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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1964 Harris Street
Bagene, Or 97405
X November 22, 1973

Mr Hayward Cirker, President
Dover Publieations, Inc.
130 Varick Street, H.Y. 10014

Dear Mr. Cirker,

You may recall that several years ago when I was still in the library of
the Morton Arboretum in I1linois we had a slight correspondence about what
I called Peter Smith's misbinding of your excellently sevm paperbacks, My
interest in misproduction of books, including built-in obsolesecence, and
in the rape of library budgets by practically every reprint publisher ex-
cept your own company has conbinued through'the yeers, and I have several
times been upon the point of asking you to give mo a few facts which you
must know from your own investigations.

Current announcement of a forthcoming reprint now forces me to try to
zet at least some reliable statement about reprints. The book in question
is 5. F. Hlake's Geogranhical guide to floras of the world. Part 2. West—
ern Eurone. This was published in one of the USDA series sometime in the
'50s, and is an 3vo of aboubt 750 p. The subseription price will ba cb37.00.
i.e. about $90. Wnether it will be in boards I don't know, Let us suppose
that it will, and discount for this to 335 in paperhack, so 1 may compare
it with your own reprini of Hitchceck's Grasses of the il.5, in two panersack
volumes, 1050 p. at 3.

It iz at least possible, and perhaps probahle, that Hitchcock woiuld event—
uzlly outsell Blake, even if the latter were mzde available at the propor-
tionate price of #6. At the disproportionate price of 535 only libraries
can consider buying Blake, and few of themcan afford it——any individual
purchases are extremely unlikely.

Can you give me any idea of the vroportion of issues which can justify
a price of $35 for the Blake; i.e., assumlng you were able to do the Hitch-
cock for 23 in an issue of x copies, in how many copies can the Blake give
comparable return to its reprinter: %/2, x/5, x/50, or what?

I don't know who is doinsy the Blske, but the deal sounds very similar to
the reprintinz of Normsn L. Bor's Grasses of Jurma, Coylon, Indin & Pakistan,
an 8vo of 735 p., in original print in 1940 (at aboub $15(7);: adverti=:ad by
‘heldon & Wesley in 1971 as scarce at L15) and rerpinted shortly thereafter
(I think I remember correctly by Gtucheru-Crnmer—-J&J) at 875.

Another question, please. Can you give me any ides of the extra cost vou
would have to recover if your paperbacks with their colorful ecovers were pub
in plain boards, as in your Azricola? T om still beuildered at the enormous
differance in price betycen the standard trade paperback and the board-cov-
ered version—-which is subsidising which?

I am reminded of 2 paragraph from Asa Gray's Elements of Dotany (1337)
p. 187, 'In studying an unknown plant, make a complete examination of all
itz parts, and form a clear idea of its floral structure Tete., ete.] be-
fore taking a step toward finding out its name and relationship by mesns of
the keys. If it is the name merely that is wanted, the shorter way is to
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ask someonc who already knows it', Yousee, I have tzken the shorter way

of asking someone who already knows the answers to my questions, Let me

ask one more. Can you direct me to a treatise on bookpublishing prices, where
I should find the answers fo such questions as I ask, ond where I could
study thesubject? A

Finaily, let me sugrest a book for you to reprint. This is Richard B,
Freeman's The works of Charles Darwin; =n annotated bibliogravhical hand-=
1ist. Tondon, Dawsons of Pall Mall, 1965. x, 81 n. It is out—-of-print and
ought not to be, Sir Gavin de Beer refers to it as 'his invaluable Darwin
Bibliography'. In my own modest attentionto Darwin I have needed it soveral
times in my brief fifteen months here in Oregon, but University of Oregon
doesn't have it, and can only wait to find an unlikely sceonthand copy. 1
suspect it was published in a quite restricted edition. Every studant of
Darwin should have a personal copy. If you don't reprint it at a price a
student can afford Mr. X will reprint it at 330.

I salute Dover Publicetions, Inc. as the outstanding reorint press of
the world,

Sincerely yours,

Georigé B, Van Schaack LA&




ZEITLIN & VER BRUGGE

BOOKSELLERS

JAdOB G RITLLY Importers and Dealers in

JOSEPHINE VER BRUGGE ZEITLIN

Rare Books and Manuseripis,
Cable Address: Jabberwock Ol Master Drawings and Prisis:
OLeander 5-7581

815 No. LA CIENEGA BLVD. ¢ OLympia 2-0784  Wanis searched for and veportad. Books and
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90069  Libraries bought. Catalogues issued,

December 4, 1978

Mr. George B. Van Schaak
1964 Harris Street
Eugene, OR 97405

Dear George,

How thoughtful of Dr. Welmers to send you the news of our first half
century, Your kind words are altogether too extravagant. I feel that
I have achieved a certain place in the world of bookselling, but I
cannot claim to compare with the great dealers like Rosenback and
Kraus. Of course, if 1 had a few million dollars to finance me, I
might have given Mr. Kraus a run for his money. However, I am
content to earn the approval and good will of a few of the knowledgable
bookmen like yourself. It was a fortunate day for me when we met

in Washington many years ago. 1 wish that we could have spent more
time together, but I hope that there is tirme enough left to share a
few more lunches and many hours of good book talk,

Yours cordially,

JZ /Al
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Preface

FHOTOGRAFH BY AMANDA BLANCO

THERE 15 only one way to properly celebrate having completed fifty years of rare booksell-
ing and that is to express our gratitude to the great many friends who have given us their
support throughout this half century. Without their concern, encouragement, and gener-
osity we would never have had the courage or the means to open our first holesin-the-wall
in the summer of 1928 at 567 South Hope Strect in downtown Los Angeles. 1f we had not
enjoyed their continued encouragement and patronage we would certainly have failed
during the intervening years,

We owe our thanks not only to patrons and collectors, who supported us during the years
of depression and erisis, but also to our fellow members of the book trade whose patience
and cooperation haye gone far beyond the limits of courtesy.

The arrival of our semi ennial, if one may use the term usually applied to historic
events, is therefore an oceasion to celebrate the persistence of a dream and the sharing in
it by a long list of friends. To name them all would require several pages of type; to name
only a few would be a task beyond any sense of equity. Therefore, we wish to thank all of
the artists, printers, writers, book collectors, librarians, booksellers and just plain book
lovers who have provided us with so many rich and rewarding years of fulfillment and
happiness.

Also, we wish to express the great sense of obligation we have to the employees whose
loyalty and selfless dedication to the building and continuation of this business
tial as a cornerstone is to a house.

It is to the future, whatever there may be for us, that we look with the hope that our role
in the world of books will not be diminished but rather will continue as the natural evolu-
tion of the dream which attended our beginnings and has brought us so far,

A5 £ssen-

JAKE ZEITLIN
JOSEPHINE VER BRUGGE ZEITLIN
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A GEORGE’S o

0171 16601 WiLLiam GECASE'S SONE LTD. $-530 pm.
5 lines) Booksellers since 1847 bl

89 Park Street, Bristol BS15PW, England.

6th June 1975
ND/EG
Mr. G.B. Van Schaack,
Research Associate,
1964 Harris Street,
Eugene,
Oregon 97405.

Dear S5ir,

With reference to your letter received on the
11th April, and our reply of the Tth May we have now heard
from the publishers of the Book of Kells that they will
replace your damaged copies free of charge if you will be
good enough to return them to us.

Yours faithfully,

i

ﬂ?GEORGE'S
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Ragistered Dffice:
WILLIAM GEORGE'S SONS LTD.

G EO R G E'S 89 PARK STREET,
BRISTOL BS1 SPW,
BOOKSELLERS SINCE 1847
ENGLAND.

Tetephone 0272 26602 (5 fines)
Open: 9 am.-5.30 pm. (Mon.-Sat. incl)

Tth May 1975

ND/JM

Mr. G.B. Van Schaack,
Research Associate,
1964 Harris Street,
Eugene,
Oregon 897405.
Dear Sir,
Thank you for your letter concerning the Book of Kells.
We are sending a copy of your letter to a director of the publishers,
Thames and Hudson, in the hope that your comments will remind him

and other publishers of the importance of concentrating on good
quality production.

We are so sorry that both of your copies were slightly
damaged and thank you for the tolerance and interest you have
shown.

Yours faithfully,

JOHN MAY ' \R{\
DIRECTOR.

i

ia :
P.O. Giro 255-2159 Bankers: Barclays, 86 Queens Road, Bristal, BS8 1RB Account No. 50404608 k" :;
Registered in England No. 201412 %, l 4l
DIRECTORS: SIR BASIL BLACKWELL, R. BLACKWELL, H. E. BAILEY, F. ). CATLEY, L. G. MARCUS, 1. MAY
T. 5. PRIGG, P. SAUGMAN, G. YEO. CHARTER BOOKSELLEN
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FINE AND RARE BOOKS - WESTERN AMERICANA - FINE ART - MANUSCRIPTS
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Warnex R. Howiry May 20, 1977

Mr. George B. Van Schaack
1964 Harris Street
Eugene, Oregon 97405

Dear Mr. Van Schaack:

Thank you for your letter of May 6th. I am
sorry the Monardes volume was not the missing link.

Thank you for sending your article on d'Ardéne
and Moet. We are glad to have it for our reference.

With kindest regards, I am
Yours sincerely,
2

Warren R. Howell

WRH:ds

Mugsmnn;: Antiquarian Booksellers Amosiation of America  «  Antiquarian Boolkseller’s Amociation, |lnternational] «  The Manuscripe Society
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]eremy Norman & C&.

442 Post Streel, San Francisco, Ca({fomfu 94102 |

October 27, 1975

Mr. George B. Van Schaack
1964 Harris Street
Eugene, Oregon 97405

Dear Mr. Van Schaack:

Thank you for your letter of October 23rd, I am glad to hear
that you received a friendly reception when you visited my store, though
I was not here.

I am pleased to report that Dr. Ewan is already on our mailing
list and I will double-check to make sure that he received a copy of
Catalogue Two.

1 appreciate receiving the off print of your paper on works by
d'Ardéne and Moet. Hopefully, I will remember to consult your work if
I ever run into copies of these books.

Your remarks about No. 594, Thornton, as described in Catalogue
Two point up the problem that we all have in collating books for complete-
ness, It is surprising that both Pritzel and Nissen are so far off in
their collations. I guess one would have to examine at least 10 copies
of this book to determine the proper number of the plates.

Yours sincerely,

Je , President

JN:sr
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i=rborn boks, Inc.
905 lthonaahie Rd, Moannchie, I 07074

Dear Sirs:

Thenke you for your comignic: tion of '?/’f’rq, anclosed. Honaver, I am per-—
plaxed et your reouest for more informetion, for my lebttor of Junc 19 seems
to mo to exnlain a1l 1 krow or can know. liny I ropeat?

1. Only four banka wore raceived, insbowl of Plwve—no, 7429 uns not in
tha oackanes I delieve you owe we 31.98 on bhis cecounkis

2, Mo of the baoks veciuived (7440 & A2L4E) wers inmedintely reburmed to
you, on the basis of 'Marboro's famous money beck ru rantce'-——nas 1
say in my letber, they are not tooks I should have imught had T first
seenr bhem. You wust hnve received tuese boolts in ret._u_vn, for you re-
recived my lebbor, which wend abbached to the neeknre.

3. In my raturn naeliare I sent everyiliing except the n:tcr wranping paper
and the bun books ('?!.ﬂ 1= 7424) wanich T Pound sabisfaetory. Included
was o slin of paver with an order number: 25410086, I assume this is
the 'packinz alip® you speak of, It wns reluried vith my packasze.

4o T hava nothing else'I can posaibly send you. Hith your recelpt of
this letber you have everybhing except the tiwo bonks T kept, camely:
a) my erizinal ordor
b) my payment of $6.96
c) the tuo books reburned to you on-June 19
d) the nacking elin bapring an order no. 25410036, and #11 other
oapers, ineludiny my letter ol June 12

Aceordingly, it seann to me you owe mi relonda, as follous:

for 7440 (returnad t.‘ ,,m:) £1.00
2R i 31.93
5 7229 (not roce:wm‘l) $1.9%

ﬁ' t'}()

-

(less, perheis, a derviee chersa, the amounb of which I nust leava
it to yoit bo determing)

T hope my femsrks will help you to sdiust this transiclisn t bhe satis-
faction of both of 5. OLfF & on I hava been denlinz vith yon for neny yeors,
and' T saould 1ike tp conbtinue to do so.

Bincaraly yours;

J. Nan Sohrnelk

D1g1tlzed by the Hunt Institute for Botamcal Documentation
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1964 Harris S5t
Eugene, OR 97405
June 19, 1975

Marboro Books, Inc
205 Moonachie Rond
Mronachie, NI 07074

Dear Sirs:
On May 22 1 ordered five books i‘s_’;étm your May Pargains:

7433 Galbraith: Economics 31.00
Thid Strachey: Really imberestini question 1,00
7440 « Rriends 1.00
421/E « How to heighten ... 1.98
7429 Rousseau: De Beer 1.98

$6.96

and sent you my check for $6.96,

This order was received this alternoon (25&10086), not ineluding the
last item (7429). I assume this was no longer available and that you will
refund $1.93.

Two of the books (7440 and 4A214E) I am reburning to you horewith in the
original packing ns identification. May I have a rebate on them, for they
are not books I should have purchased had I had the opportunity to see
them first?

Thank you.
Sincerely yours,

B, Van Schaack

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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INVOICE No. 13574

PLIASE QUOTE Mo, WHIN REMITTING

83 MARYLEBONE HIGH STREET
LONDON, WIM 4AL

TELEPHONE 01-935 9221

TELEGRAMS und CABLES: FINALITY LONDON W.1

BANK: NATIONAL WESTMINSTER LTD.
MARYLEBONE HIGH STREET BRANCH

LONDON

70 BE DESPATCHED BY

DATE
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