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5403 U41st St, Friday night
Dear Dr, Van Schaack,

Your letter of the 1lth came the 13th and the 20th came a b=*- ]
éackage with a copy of East of the Andes and Weat of Nowhere., Is
this"for keeps?" I am reading it all over again i1l all hours. I
bought it some years ago ahd then used it for a Christmas gift, as
I often do, enjoying the gift myself and avoiding "golng broke" at
Christmas. I'll keep this unless it is a loan and thank you ever

so much. I knew the author's father in Dept. Agriculture &nd R&p=""

pened to be studying at the Delessert Herbarium in Geneva when Dr.,

Fai;-Zchild was there too. He was a most interesting man--have you

read his books? The one ong the Gardens of the East Indies (that
o in which a

isn't the correct hame}-it WES on‘Chinese junk/a group of natural-

ists salled around the East Indies--ended by the world war.

I am very anxious about th e wa.yénattera have been going for
grasses! Work has been piling up since Sohns left and no help in
sight that I can see. I do not recall th':e "arrangement we spole
of" except my anxious hope that you ¥ewn would come. I wish that
arragement could be made. To add to our anxiety Dr. Swallen had a
slight stroke the middle of June and did not come back to wotk for

a month and now works 4 days a week. He is warmed not to become

fatigued. It is most fortunate his wife is the very capable person

she 1s. 5&*"*01‘3/“:‘”’“‘%‘1’@#7«#&% o7

Dr. Black's death added greatly to ou¥ work. He was to have

come back in the fall and stay to finish his revision of Axonopus.

Dr, Swallen turned the mss over to me because I had worked on that

genus. Black's arrangement was very different from mine, but I went

over the mss with the specimens, checking as I would a mss of my
own. I had gone over a carbon after he left and sent it to him

with various suggestions and he agreed to all of them--that was a
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comfort whan I,j!?elt I had to make some changes--all pubescence was 'ha&%
haity “’ér example. I checked the bibliography, types, Synonymg, and !
cited 8 pecimens ., The subgenus Cabrera had not been worked up, so I }
suggested hhat 4xon. proper be published as Black's work and the Cabrera {
subgen, bgl made a supplement. ThenSwallen took the mss s about Christ- }
mas, chedkfed geographic names, the ;atin,and read it all. I think he %
| —had not finished Cabrera when he suffered the stroke, and of course he ¢
1

has$ had nof time since., He 1z only 55, so I hope he will recover completely, |

2

~ 4n assistant 1s badly needed. I suggested getting a youth to train as
¥ Dr. Hitehcock taught him. No college in the country, unless Univ. Illinois,
pays much attention to taxonomy--they are all doing chromosomes (without
having thetr species determined) or epidermal cells or the like, Some 2 or 3
years ago Swallen made known that he had set _aside a case for those work-
ing on Ehromosomes to deposit specimens of the Plant from which they ob-
tained their chromosomes, so that others conld#onsult it. I think that
15
Stebbint&Fhe only one who has sent his materizl,
1 feel sure there is no place where taxonomic work on grasses can Yvig/
be done bo such advantage as here. All the types segregated, in order
and indexed; the index to 2ll names of grasses, specles, subsp., vars., subva
and forme“bhey are a buBden but can't be disregarded. There are many notes
in the hepharium on all sorts of ‘work done that save no end of time. The
work Dr, Hitchcock did in Buropean ferbaria, and mine in Vienna, Fisa (Raddi)
Delessert, Berlin, Munich, Brussels, Kew, Caen-{now destroyed) a tragedy--
there is Place where one could work to greater advantage. 4nd I am 89!
Mindiful offall the work Dr. Hitchcock put into thie herbarium, putting names
on a2 type bastsg , and the library he built up, and all the indexins I've
done (addimg to the library, too) it is gragic that it seems to be headed
fo#neglect. Flease tellme whatwazs the arrqgﬁpment Wwe spoke of.
Sohns, bless his hear » 18 golng to come to the merbarium tomorrow
—Saturdgy, to get down grasses from the third tier, where some nceded

duplicates are, We have bren sending out some of our accumulation of Brazil |
grasses. // Ihave named hundreds of ﬁaspalum, sent by IAN (Black's institu-

tion) and some oth-rs. g T A W@f_’ e |
' W&.M%%u : Wj%,m.&;::w%

L bbloarcoin, JPurs fiam
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August 11, 1950

Dr. Agnes Chase - Research Asscelate
Division of Orasses

Smithsonian Institution

United States National Museum

*mﬂ 25’ Ds Ce
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Sincerely yours,

George B. Van Schaack
Acting Curator -
Herbari
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7. SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES MNATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Avgust 1, 1958

Dr. George B, Van Schaack
Missouri Botamical Garden
2315 Tower Grove Avenue
St. Louis 10, Missouri

Dear Dr. Van Schaack:

Your letter of July 15 with enclosures was received the
17th. I was in the midst of making up sets of duplicates from
Bragil, mostly Dr. Swallen's, and had the tops of herbarium
cases covered with files of specimens and couldn't stop till
I had the piles tied up. FPlease excuse the delay.

I have gone over the little puzzle again and see you are
right, it cannot be Arthraxon, must be Microstegium. See en-
closed M. mudum (Trin.) A. €amus, Yours is a depanperate
specimen but I think it must be that species. Don't call me
an authority - there is no authority in science, - if one 'Eﬁinks
he is he is lost., Look at Hooker, who referred our Paspalum
dissectum L, to P. serobiculatum L., and at the many in-
accuracies on the authority of Bentham.

Reading your letter just now I see you refer your little
puzzle to M. nudum, to which I referred it after going all over
the puzzle again - so I hope we are both right.

Thank you for the copy of Catapédéum marinum synonymy. I
have placed it in the herbarium., Thark you,tco, for the litile
Paspalum orbiculatum Poir, which is in the hands of the mounter,

I wish Virginius were nearer 5t. Louis, you and he would
enjoy each other,

Please excuse my delay in answering your letter.
g W‘? Db onrriid Z Sincerely,
/,.‘,J &/M/W JoesGp T 7T Agres Chne Ay 7
e

= ﬁAV/f/LrZ S A,
Z. =) ,{,_' 7 Z Research Associate
- »-E' 9= 7 Division of Grasses
t[_f J/QL / g
Enclosure . o

R 8P corriio
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Drs W Chase
Smitheonian Institution
Wiashington, Ds C.

Deasr Dr. Chase:

| hope don"t mind my taking the opportunity to address by your new title, al=-

though Pukm how 1ittle you put stoz in {liIZa. But youry:lun sy.o well=deserved

that | think it should be usede | was glad to get your letter from Washington a few

days aftor | saw you and to receive the two packets of reprints which you sent, most

or all of which | did not haves When | was last in ﬁashlnfton a couple of years ago

numgve me a great nan{ reprints so that | am wondering if perhaps | have not already
through the collection of which you write, but | should like to come to Washington

anyway and will not keep that as an excuse for coming. it

Thank you for the cetermination of the Paspalume | had rejected the name

our sheets of this ies which were determined by {w (with one exception
have spikelets which are rounder than those of ths plant | gave in Urbana.

; ?ﬂ | am m{hlnly not sﬂmito argue th‘l‘a u&:ra:m‘.lt?e world's au I;orlH! | am glad
- to know tha are continuing r work on azillian Paspalumsg for

you didn't

| amy_however, going to question the determination of the other specimen which | return

: _ herewith because | think you jumped to the same conclusion that | did myself when |

first saw this plant, for superficially it certainly suggests /rthraxon but
in the plant in question the pedicelled spikelets are not wanting, in fact the point which
first interested me, the spikelets are paired and both are pedicelled, although unequally.
| believe you will find that part for part they are essentially indistinguishable as
in My own examination and comparison with herbarium material indicates
tha species is although the plant is aberrant in the pedicellate character
of the "sessiele" spikelet, which latter character | found only in herbarium material
from Japans | hope you will forgive me for asking you to lock at the plant a second
time for it is the very fact of ?tl non=conformity which | think would interest yous

In his secent studies of here Charles As Taylor had occasion to write to Nre

d to get a publication reference confirmeds 1 am enclosing a copy of Wr. Taylor's
reply which may be of use to you in oonpletin% ¥our file on this names | am also en—
closing a copy, re.grottabz poorly printed, of Taylor's treatment of the synonyn;
of which may be helpful to yous Finally, | am returning the Paspalum
which you might like to put in the National Herbarium.

It was a great pleasure to see you in Urbena and Lo find you so well and enthusiastice
| enjoyed, too, meeting your nephew who obviously has had so much pleasure in plant
collecting, and who clearly was sc happy to see yous With all good wishes,

Sincerely yoursy

GBYS: WM George Bs Van Schaack
Enc. Acting Curator
of the Herbarium.
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

June 18, 1958

Dr. George B. Van Schaack
Curator of Herbarium
Missouri Botanical Garden
2315 Tower Grove Avenue
St. Louis 10, Missouri

Dear Dr, Van Schaack:

The two grasses I brought home to identify are being mailed to
you, The tiny spikelets of Paspalum orbiculatum ars golden at
maturity--a pretty little annual that I collected in several places
in Brazil.

The awned form of Arthrf%on hispidus, your specimen, is rare in
the United States, the dots on map (page 743) in the Mamual refer to
the awnless variety. This is the same as the grass sent with your
letter of April 29, received May 2 and, I find, not answered. It is
not Microstegium as you guessed, but Arthri¥on. See Man, U. S.,
page pp. 2L, 26, key to Andropogoneae. In Microstegium
spikelets are all alike. In Arthrffon the (hypothetical) pedicelled
spikelets are wanting--see p. 25, Key to Androp. la. "(See also
Arthrg%on - - - in which pedicellate spikelets are not developed)."

I am sorry I failed to write you. I was trying to finish the
Brazilian Paspalums, several hundred, and still have some 50-80 to do.

I hope you will have occasion to come here to name some of your
puzzles some time. When you do I think you may get some papers of
interest by going through our reprints and some extras of others.

You are on our mailing 1ist, so you have our papers (at least the

H & C papers and mine alone). For years I have besn placing extras
from Kew or elsewhere in the herbarium. For new or segregated genera,
if we do not have a specimen, I make a cover for it (proper color) and
put the reprint of the publication (if we have an extra) or copy the
figure, if any, and the generic description. The name is entersd in
the CGeneric index and given a number in our sequence (mostly with

A B C etc, after the genus number), The object is to keep track of
all generic grass names (dozens not valid). In the mss. generic
index in spring-back folder all genera are listed, first part syste-
matic by tribes; these are the genera recognized as valid., Second
part is an alphabetic list (including names not accepted as valid)
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with number of the genus in the herbarium: gb. "Valota Adans. see
Trichachne Nees V5."; "Uralepis Nutt. see Triplasis Beauv. 335 b."

The object is to enable one to find anything readily. The
mmbering was originally after Dalla Torre & Harms, which was based
on Hackel, but Hackel's genns was so broad it often included several
genera, as in Andropogon and Panicum. So for Paniceae we took V for
tribe 5 and renumbered all genera down to Olyra V 67 -- Spinifex V 75.

Andropogoneae and the others are renunbered, all under their
tribes, and also alphabetically. Bamboos are as arranged and numbered
by Dr. McClure. It may seem rather complex but this cross-index
enables one to find genera readily. Since I keep watch of all taxo-
nomic publications on grasses to keep up the Index, I mke covers for
new genera, giving them a number if we accept them as "valid," marldng
them "see . . . mo . ." if we do not agree. It is rather complex
"bookkeeping" but we can readily find anything we have and at least
a genus cover with a sheet representing any given genus, or a cross
reference to where we leave it or put it.

This takes time to keep up but it saves several times the time
in locating things. After the distressing amount of Time it took to
find things in Europe, especially in Paris, our system is a great
time-saver. Visitors here have expressed their appreciation of our
system.

Come some time and bring your puzsles. The herbarium is greatly
enlarged--a new floor added under the lofty ceiling and hundreds of
new cases.

I enjoyed seeing you again in Urbana.
Sincerely yours,
Agrer Eh e
Agnes Chase

Research Associate
Division of Grasses
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Jamary 7, 1958

Dr. George B. Van Schaack
Missouri Botanical Garden
2315 Tower Grove Avenue
St. Louis 10, Missouri

Dear Dr. Van Schaack:

Your letter of December 27 with grass heads enclosed was
received the 30th. This letter is delayed because like many people
here I had to take a week off with "flu," I had tried my best to
identify the material , but, beyond recognizing it as Brachiaria, I
did not succeed., I left the material and your letter with Dr. Swallen.
His note is on the enclosed packet. The spikelets are abnormal,
plenty with stamens (I found one spikelet with stamens in both florets)
but no stigmas that I could find, and no beginning of a caryopsis. Some
of this material looks as if the spikelets are not face (palea side)
to the rachis, but if adjacent spikelets are removed it is seen that
the spikelets are placed as in Axonopus, Brachiaria, etc. I am keeping
part of the material and returning the rest., There are relatively few
species of Brachiaria in China and many in Africa. I wish the Chinese
student could send you some of the original seed, That must have
normal spikelets if it bore these panicles--that is, the parent seed
must have been viable.

"Phalaris tenuiflora™ is not a published name, I have spent much
time trying to find publication of names (on old European specimens
mostly) that we find in the herbarium, Such are the bases of endless
synonyms in Steudel and other old books, as "olim" or "herb so and
80." On our sheets of this kind I write "not a published name."

Your "P, tenuiflora" may be an error for P, tenuifolia Hort. ex Steud.
Nom, Bot, 609. 1821, as syn. of "Phleum asperum" [Jacg.?]. I do not
find 'Poa temuifolia var, minor" either, Varietal names have been
missed in our index because they are so of ten cited without biblio-
graphic citation. These ined, names are a nuisance--they have cost
me hours of work because some authors cite them as synonyms. You must
have many herbarium specimens with ined. names. To this day some cite
such names as synonyms. There are some Vasey names in this herbarium
that we have marked "ined." Some such names have led to confusion.
Dr, Hitchcock maintained they should not be published bty later students.
In my Paspalum (page 203) I refer to P, intermedium Minrc. Please add
"ex Morong." The South American P, intermedium Munro ex Morong, Ann.
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N. Y, Acad, Sei, 7: 258, 1893, type 1019 Morong, Pilcomayo River,
Paraguay, only specimen cited by Morong, hence the type. My revision
was published before my second visit to Europe and I assumed Morong
described Munro's species, though he did not cite any specimen so

named by Munro, I found in 1929 the name "Paspalum intermedium, — in i’;»tr-'ry‘i"""’
Munro" (no description) on more than one species of Paspalum, ome of [}, /[« "
them being the same as my Paspalum plenume- does not invalidate

my name, of course--none of them the great mulberry-colored P.
intermedium Munro ex Morong, which is the valid name for that. As
Dr, Titcheock maintained, it is unsafe to publish an ined. name,
unless one is sure it is the type. The old-timers did that to our
confusion.

Abyssinia must be a wonderful grassland and Schimper, unlike
most collectors, did not ignore grasses. He must have collected
abundant duplicates because this herbarium, a relatively late-comer, | gt
has a large mumber of Schimper's grasses (mostly from Germany),— — s
including a good many type collections. Dr, Anderson must have had
a wonderful time there. If you are going to identify the grasses you
can do so here better than anywhere else, We have a large number of
the Schimper collections, bases of species, Our new species index
and type index would facilitate your work.

There are CGynerium specimens here from Mexico to Paraguay.
Some Gynerium names belong in Cortaderia--our type cards indicate
which,

"Stipa lachnantha" is not a published name "s f a k," as that
N, Y. zoologist (can't recall his name) used to use for "so far as
known." Colombia has several species of Cortaderia--I suppose
Dr. Anderson collected them, too. They are a very puzzling lot.

My next 1-2 year plan is to get FElack's Axonopus published; to
"proofread" and complete the cross-indexing of the species index;
to prepare First Book enlarged for printing and to go over a great
mass of Grass Herb. letters from 1906 or so (Hitcheock to Swallen)
which Swallen succeeded in getting from Agriculture, to save all
important botanical letters (I did that for the Scribmer letters many
years ago, when Dept. Agr. was clearing out old letter files, I wish
I could finish South American Paspalum, which I have done up to
Plicatula and Virgata, but there will not be time. I'm still bewailing
Sohns' leaving (not out loud). I'd hoped he could finish Paspalum.
He called on me Christmas week and brought reprints of his papers as
I'd asked him to.

I have been working on Black's mss. most of the time since
October or before. The specimens from the Instituto have been sent

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation

e e A




here and it will take much time to put them in order by the mas.
BElack was really a devoted ecologist and forester and I doubt if he
did much on Axonopus while in Brazil. He is a tragic loss, and
Brazil, greatest grass country in the world (maybe only equal to
Afrieca) is still without an agrostologist.

With best wishes for the new year,
Sincerely yours,

/ i)
\ %79-1.(: &~ d&w.-- -

Agnes Chase
Research Associate
Division of Crasses
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Aoting Curator of the lerbarium

Ceorge Be Von Schaack
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Tothing in shat T have written above susgoste that with all her devotion to

'y having recelved over the

Vidowed efter a brief year of marringe and without children, she still mubers
fyon hers

selentific activity she hes £till nd time to ooxry on a rich perecrmal 1ifes
by dogens imtimate younger friends who stand in & sort of family relaticnship

to her

Tn granting Mre. Chase an honorary degres the University of T1limods wounld
homor iteolf in recofmizing a distingnished motive doughter of T1linols wope
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 28, D. C.

April 2, 1957

Dr. George B. Van Schaack
Missouri Botanical Garden
2315 Tower CGrove Avenue
8t. Louis 10, Missouri

Dear Dr, Van Schaack:

The precious copy of Husnmot, Graminées has just come,
Thank you as Chairman of the Librnry Commi ttee, as Acting
Curator of the Herbarium, and as highly valued !riend of the
Hitcheock Library and oi’ grasses themselves, If I knew how
to say it better I would, (I could say it in German and
Portuguese and French, but it couldn't be more heartfelt,)
Until I finish the Index this will go with the books that are
waiting for rebinding.

I am in the last of the 36 drawers, past Triticum (which

was awful with all manner of mhspedﬁ.c names and alleged

, and I hope to finish by the end of this month., Then
I am goi.ug to compare all of both sets from the beginming,
for, being & cross-index, there are probably notes on prenou.s
mrdsthnt.nynndtobeaddadand notes on later cards to
add to earlier ones. I want it to be as helpful as possible.
The carelessness of name-makers is appalling.

I have not seen Dr, Sohns for a long time., He is moving
or has moved into his fine new house, on a hill in Maryland
overlooking the Fotomac, He took me to see it while it was
nearing completion, It will make a lovely home for them.

With best wishes and many thanks from Dr, Swallen as
well as myself,

Sincerely yours,

Agrzo Hann

Agnes Chase
Research Associate
Ddvision of CGrasses




L f SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

March 18, 1957

Dr. George B, Van Schaack f
Missouri Botanical Garden
2315 Tower Grove Avenue
St, Louis 10, Missouri

Dear Dr, Van Schaack: t

Your letter of the 15th has just been received. When you fi
mentioned Husnot's Graminées 1896-99 I looked in the catalogue
and found the title (I should have answered your kind offer) |
but I find we have only an excerpt from the copy in U.S.D.A. }
Library. So we shall be most grateful for the extra copy you |
offer.

You must be about as overworked as I am. I am in Triticum
now, next to last drawer of the Index. When cultivators take to
naming plants they seem to think that every individual, nearly,
should have a distinct name, ssp., var., subvar., form, and often
a. b. c. after that ! But we hope to reach the end this spring.
Then (knowing that eve: must be proofread), I am eoing to
have the new cards ﬁ%ﬁn (the BO boxes are crowding my
room badly) and check the old and new. Since this is almost a
cross-index, I cite basis of name and then add to the original
"basis of so and so" -- A n amd Triticum, for example.

This requires going back to ea.r%{er cards and I may have missed

some. By summer, anyway, I hope to be done with the only agrosto-
logical work I don't like. I hope it will come to be known and |
widely used, for the proportion of useless and incorrect names is |

appalling.
I hope you can get back to grasses again soon. ith best
wishes
Sincerely,
Aprreo s I
Agnes Chase

Hesearch Associate
MM Dlﬁzin of Grasszb f f’"’ ?"Zj&_
7,0—-—-(,«:174 |
Fublidiod for Hoorss ina A 2avsy Lorndin) Y o, Mot M‘ﬁm
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g SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

April 20, 1956

Dr, George B, Van Schaack
Missouri Botanical Garden
2315 Tower (rove Avenue
5t. Louis 10, Missouri

Dear Dr., Van Schaack:

Your letter of the 17th was received yesterday. Thank you for
your good wishes. My table is covered with flowers and packages
today.

I am in the 27th drawer of the 36 and hoping to finish by the
end of this year--but I have a stack of cards || inches high, largely
Maire & Weiller, to be verified when I have reached the end. I
shall sort by publications required. Some of Maire I have done are
inaccurate--combinations ascribed to Trabut that are not made in
publications cited, Why are papers published without editing?
Henrard's Digitaria is a disgrace to that old University of Leiden
that Linnaeus visited.

We have botanical papers by Walter Brown. Have you seen his
"Grass with Liquid Endosperm™ ILimnodea arkansana (I verified it)
is about like thin sauce for pudding thickened with cornmstarch.
Another interesting paper is "Cytological Study of Cleistogamous
Stipa leucotricha" in Madrono 10: 97. 1949. I surmise this device
of grasses is probably not so rare as supposed.

I moaned at the mention of a third volume of Maire's work.
Today I saw notice of it in a Department of Agriculture list, so I
must go on moaning and need not borrow your copy., We (Dr, Swallen
or I) buy grass papers for the Hitchcock library so that they will
never be "out" when we want them.

I had to stop this letter to attend a surprise birthday party
with a handsome cake, tea and all the trimmings.

I still have some 20 or more copies of the First Book, but I
shall be glad to see it printed again. I suppose you will omit
Silveus' list of pronunciations at the back,

With best wishes,

Sincerely, 1
‘_'J'}f%.yf..ea;: M

Agnes Chase
Research Associate
Division of Grasses
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"I believe this will reach you very close to your birthday and

April 17, 1956

Mrs. Agnes Chase
United States National Museum
Washington, Ds Ce

Dear Mrs. Chase:

I

like it to bring my warm greetings for the occasion and my best wishes
for the coming vear. I suspect it will be another blue ribbon year in
your life because it will probably see your completion of the re-sditing
of your grass catalogue, I hope it will give you ms much pleasure to

realize that you have been sble to do this as it afrostologiste every-
where to know that it has been cone, It will be a very valuable tool

for all of them for as long as grass is studied,

We have never heard from Mr. filveus atout the plates, but that doesn't
really meke very much difference because I do not think we could find
myene to print directly from the plates eny cheaper then Tdwards in
Ann Arbor has quoted us for an offeet printings I hope that we ghall be
able o see your book reprimted during the next ysar. In this
comnection I was interested the other day to have a book salesman,whose
interesta are largely in the Humanities, say that his [irm was
considering publishing a took by Walter Brewn, I think it is, of Texas,
on the biology of grasss Yhm I spoke to this man sbout your hook he
said, "Oh, yes, I have heard of Mrs, Chase's books It iz still selling
and T $hink you would do well to have it reprinted.t

Yes, 1 can imagine how diffieult it is to reorganize all the names in
Hon}mu'swrknitimhxnmmnmnndumuchlm&
Craelmeres VWhat spliiters these people arel I wonder if you have seen
the last part of Dr. Maire's work on the Oramineae, the third volume of
the Flora. Our copy is at the bindery now but if you have not s t

and cannot come by it easily, let me know and I will have it sent to you.

Again with all pood wishes.
Sincerely yours,

Ceorge De Van Schaack
Aoting Curator of the Herbarium
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

March 12, 1956

Dr. George B, Van Schaack
¥issouri Botanical Garden
2315 Tower GTrove Avenus
St. Louis 10, Missouri

Dear Dr. Van Schaack:

Your letter of the bth came Friday, Young Silveus has never
paid any attention to the First Book, except to send me a bill
Tor the first lot I ordered after his father!s death. For the
next lot (those orf which I still have & mmber of copies) I sent
a check for 350, Probably he sent me all that were left.

Copyright is only for 7 years, isn't it? It can be renewed
for ancther 7, and unless revised the copyright lapses. It is
19 years since Silveus's copyright was secured. There is now no
copyright. But to feel secure, if you wish you can omit pages
115-120., 1If you want it I can rewrite Grasses in relation to
man, with a different title. A brief bibliography should dbe
added.

I never had a copyright on this work. Macmillan had the
copyright for 14 years, I have no claims whatsoever on any
edition issued in the future in any form,

I have been having & most horrible time cataloguing a
UFlore de 1'Afrique du Nord," 1955, by Dr, René Maire, in which
every species has several names--Festuca ovina ssp, eu-ovina var.
typica forma genuina and the like. Gramineae--pp. 229-357--
and I have a stack of cards 6 inches hich, most of them useless.
Many of his references are obscure (to herbarium specimens I
surmise) and I have a pile of cards for which I must search for
the references., It is time-consuming and useless, No two living
things are exactly alike; these subspecific, subvarietal names
must refer to a specimen, not to a species, which is a population
of interbreeding individuals. So many Europeans are given to
this sort of thing--even Hackel was, in Festuca,

I should think Silveus Jr. might be dropped if the offset
process is satlisfactory--ss it was in Pilger's Panicoidense.
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An excellent revision of Danthonia of Australia by Joyce
Tickery came last week, I am eager to get at ouwr Australian
material, which I kmow is a mess. I suppose you received the
paper Contr, ¥. S, Wales National Herbarium 2: no. 3. 24E-325,

pl. 3-8. 19%6.
With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,
Aznes Chase

Research Associate
Division of Grasses

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




—

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

December 16, 1955

Dr, George B, Van Schaack
Misgourl Botanical Garden
2315 Tower Grove Avenus
St. Louis 10, Missouri
Dear Dr, Van Schaack:

Your letter of the 9th with leaf enclosed came some
days Bgo, I have tried again but can not find anything with
"bulbs" and striped blades to fully agree. The white stripe
is a "sport" and may appear on other grasses. Vavilov some-
where states that certain variations appear in allied species

~--but I can't guess its allies, Maybe the bulbs are variations

too. Disregarding "bulbs" and striped blades, _.t.:hare is nothing |
to go by--it is like the hosts the mycologists send with rusts "I
on them, Flease ask the man for a better piece with some of
the bulbs, if not to be had now, send it in the spring. It
may be some recently introduced grass that has not reached
us, I hope you can get a plant,

Sincerely,

Agnes Chase

Research Associate
Division of Grasses
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

November 25, 1955

Dr, George B. Van Schaack
Missouri Botanical Garden
2315 Tower Grove Avenue
St. Louis 10, Missouri

Dear Dr. Van Schaaclk:

Your letter of the 22nd with enclosure was received
this morning. I finally guessed it because or the statement
"roots more like & bulb." It is Arrhenatherum elatius var.
bulbesum (Willd.) Spenner. See Man. U. S. page 305. "Jack
Springer no, 529, Ornamental - Fresno State College Botanical
Garden, Fresno, Cal, Aug. 10, 1933." has white-striped blades

And looking in Bailey, Standard Cycl. Hort. 397. 191l4, I find

i, . . a variegated form of this [A. elatius var. bulboswum
Presl] has been offered under the name A, bulbosum variegatum,—
A. S, Hitchcock," There is no specimen as early as that in

U. S. ¥at, Herb. Dr, Hitchcock was in the Department of
Agricul ture--he did the grasses for Balley's Cycl. See Man.

ed. 2: 824, 1951, for this name and for A. elatius var,
bulbosum forma striatum (Hubb.) L. B. Smith 1907, based on it.

I am returning the specimen.

I hope you can locate Silvens fils and get the plates
~-hope he will give them to you, but it he does not I'1 pay

the cost.
Sincerely, : i

Agnes Chase
Research Associate
Division of Grasses

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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\ SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
. UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Y September 24, 1354

Dr. George B. Van Schaack
Missouri Botanicel Garden
2815 Tower Grove Avenue
St. Louis 10, Missouri

Dear Dr. Van Schaack:

Your letter of the 12st came yesterday. Enclosed is a
carbon of the letter sent to Mr. Buller. I hope this is about
what you had in mind. I wanted to stress the necessity of his
collecting grasses, with notes on their habit and forage value

9 made in the field, both numbered, for accuracy, and sending them
to you.. The underground parts (showing rhizomes or perennial
) bunch habit or annuals) should be collected. If they have not
‘K‘” W done this kind of work, instruct them. I've asked Dr. Sampson
u/” “to have California Grasslands sent to Mr, Buller.

I’l’.dl I supposed from your letter that they would write me from
Mexico. I hope my letter is about what you wished. My letter
of last week reached you eventually, I trust.

I think Bothriochloa and Schizachyrium make good sections
or groups in Andropogon, but not distinct enough for genera.
The one character of Schizachyrium, solitary racemes, does not
hold, a W. I, species has 2 in terminal inflorescence and 1 on
branches, Thick rachis joints look distinet, but in A. conden-
satus and its allies the rachis joints are as slender as in
section typlca. Dichanthium also I think is better as a section.

I hope you are quite well by this time. When you get to
work on Mexican forage grasses I hope you can come here,

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,
W CHinr
Agnes Chase

Research Associate
Department of Botany
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September 24, 1954

Calle Londres 45, Mexico 6
D. F., Mexico

Dear Mr. Buller:

Dr. van Schaack has written me of the project to prepare a
publication on the importent grasses of Mexico, especially forage
gresses I assume, I believe such a work would be of the greatest
value to Mexican agriculture, especially to the cattle industry.
Dr. van Schaack is willing to undertake the work, and I know of
no one in this country better fitted to prepare such a manual.

He has been studying grasses intensively for some years and has
himself collected grasses in Mexico. At the Missouri Botanical
Garden he has a very large collection of grasses to work with, and
I hope he can visit the U, 5. National Herbarium, where we have
specialized on grasses for many years, and have all the necessary
literature. We could lend him drawings showing the structure of
the grasses, especially the "heads" and spikelets, to help make the
publication readily usable to agricultural students.

We are in communication with agrostologists throughout America,
in Canada, Venesuela, Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina particularly.
Except for the late Dr. Conzatti, no student of grasses has developed
in Mexico (and Dr. Conzatti did not specialize on grasses). The
work would therefore necessarily have to be done elsewhere.

As I understand it you would prepere the agricultural part
and Ur. van Schaack the necessary botanical part to insure acecuracy.
"Popular" bulletins that are wanting in accuracy are a disservice
to agriculture. Since the Rockefeller Foundation Agricultural
Program is now carrying on sclentific work in Mexico, I should
think such a publication as planned would be accepted as part of
that work.

1 am asking the University of California to send you a copy of
California Orasslands and Range Forage Orasses, by Dr. A. W, Sampson
and others, that I think will be of interest to you.

Sincerely yours,
Agnes Chase

Research Associate
Department of Botany

AChase:efa
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Septenhor 22, 1964

Doar Mrs. Chase,

Sinoo writdng you a eouple of wedin aso roletive to o possible
@roas nenunl program of the Nodtefeller Foundetion I hawe heard frem
uy friends thors thot 4% Lo very vossible tias foundation will embaxi:
uponh nueli & rogram. The probably fornm vill ba n serios of fonr or
fivo regional manuals, only one to be gtarted ot this tdme, This
would prodably Ba for the northern graseland rrsay of the conntry
ond would ecoprise about 100 spesiess I pulher that 1F worl: on thie
shoild proceed satiefactordly then other aveas would be baken up.

iy friends in Maxdco were to have writtan to yon for a letter
about na, efe., Wit they seem 10 have undsrgbood that I woold do
st ayeelf and they have socordl sly not yet written you., OCone
goquantly, to save time, I should 1lte :o 2ok roun t0 writs then directe
ly. You viil reocll that Sho itens thay ara shiedly intarcated in
orot 1) ny eopubdlity to undestoe anyihing of Shis naturs, 2) She
deairability, if not oven neceeity, that tie Snzonomie atadlr and
attendont 1ibrary rese rch be done hers in the U. 9. Pathor than in
lexdoo, siuply becmuise ikixdeo doen not have cithar the herhariom or
library resourses aleqrate $o auch a ob.

IS you woudd 0% find 4t So00 ruch of a hurdsn o welts o letbor
rogarding these nattors I ahould Wery rush ap reciatsd having you do
a0s The lotter should he addronncd to: M@, Rodaris M. #uller, Asalatant
Agronaming, Rockefellor Founiation, Oalls Londres 48, Medao 6, D. ¥.,
Im-

I rotumed $0 8t. Louda lagt weslh: fram Viasonain, nedddng 2 long
trip of 4% by way of Stillwater, Oldahoma, %o vigdt Mr. R, P, Colarier
wo s growin: and studylng some of the Andropogonsns, abieCly ideohenthium
and Botricchloa. Ho has n large mugber of plantinge of enah of ' eso
retioras Fhon one pees a lot of this otnff togethor it is romasi=ahle
hov cloge the ganara neem to bo. In po-tioular, I do not hallevo tha
ofton used key charscter thot hepnrates them on the besis of the baanl
aplizelats of Lhe racosos holdsy=-in the fi0ld ve seomad to £ind Nie
ohantliimmg 4in which nll of the spilelotn of the ricemen wera alike.
rs Celarior ia goins to chook thls carefully, for it gosme that thig
mey be a racienal character.

I hope everything 1a poing woll with you. ¥ith all good wiashos,

Stucerely, I

Geor-e “. Van Schanck
L Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation 1




Washington University
The Department of Mathematics
January L, 1952

From: Committee on Teaching and Examinations,
To: All instructors.

Subjeect: Preparation of final examinations for Fall
Semester, 1951-52, in 100-200 courses.

1. All regular staff members are entitled to prepare such
final examinations for their 100-200 courses as they may
see fit to use. It is hoped, however, that joint exam-
inations will be used wherever possible in order that
the labor of duplication may be minimized. In all
cases these examinations should be delivered to this
committee for duplication and depoeit until the time of
the examination. Coples of all such examinations
should be in the hands of this committee not later
than Monday, January lk.

2. Each instructor in Mathematics 100 is entitled to pre-
pare his own final exemination, although it is hoped
joint examinations will be used wherever possible.

The examinations prepared by non-regular staff members
should be submitted to this committees for approval not
later than Friday, January 11, At the time of submitting
the examination the instructor will submit also an out=-
line of the course as he has glven it, including sections
covered (in chromological order) and approximate time
devoted to each group of sections,

3. Your assignment for prepering final examinations other
than those referred to in paragraph 1 and 2 is:

A copy of this examination should be submitted to thia
committee for approval not later than Monday, January 1k.
This copy should be in final form, complete in state-
ment and punctuation, and should be accompanied by a

set of solutions so that the committee can quickly
estimete the difficulty of each problem.
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

September 20, 1954

Dr. Ceorge E. Van Schaack
Missouri Eot&nical Garden
%315 Tower Grove Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri

Dear Dr. Van Schaack:

Your letter of the 8th came the 12th. I think the idea of a
manual on forage grasses of Mexico for agricultural students and
literate farmers is excellent. If you would like to use them I could
lend such of the drawings I made for the first little "Range Grasses"
and the 1951 California Grasslends as would apply to Mexice. I am
thinking especially of those showing structure cf spikelet, etec. I
hope you will take up this project—you are certeinly capable of pre-
paring such & work. You would probably have to accept the decisions
of the students of agriculture as to the species to be included, as I
did with the papers by Sampson and Chase.

Dr. Sohns has spcken of the unpopularity of Yankees in Mexico,
and he told me he speaks German whenever possible, and with his German
name he is received very kindly. Mexicans probably do not know that
the early Dutch settlers were the original "Yankees" and might accept
you as German. Dr. Sohns has no idea of preparing such a work as you
describe, I am sure, and would be sympathetic to your task. He is in
Mexico now, to return in about & month—we are both hoping with speci-
mens of Calamochloa, collected in San Luis Fotosi, during the French
occupation and known only from the type in Paris. I took a photo and
was given a few spikelets. If the Mexicans accept the work of the
Rockefeller Foundation I should think such a project would fit into
that., I hope the plan will be accepted and I would be glad to see the
manuscript.

Are Buller and Freytag likely to write to me? If so, I shall write
them that I feel sure you could prepare an accurate and most useful work.

I thought Wisconsin was very healthful. Did you eat stale fish?
Did you have to have tetanus shots? That is severe I've heard. I hope
back in St. Louls you are quite well again.

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,
> =
Agnes Chase

Research Asscciate
Department of Botany
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2315 Tower Grove Aven.e
St. Louls Missouri
Septenber B, 1954

Dear lra. Chase,

VWhen I was in Mexico City this summer I spent conanlderable time
with some of the stafl members of the Rockefeller Foundation A ricul-
tural Program In Mexico, which has offices in Mexico City and a field

» station in nearby Chipingo. OUne of the younger members is a fellow
named Rodney Suller, who is in charge of the program to iuprove loeal
paatures, etec. ke and a friend of mine, George Freytag, who is working
&i the bean program, proposed to me that 1 consider undertsking a pro=
Ject with them to develop some sort of mamael or mandals of the rore
isportant grasses of Mexico,--important, that is, from the scandpoint
of pasturage and other edonomic umes. Such a manual should be anitrblh
for use by trained agricultural students and well ed:cated farmers, as
by botanicts, but it would not he a flora,--parhaps something not too
diffarent from your Hange Oragser of Californim. I indieated that I
was not uninterested,and accordingly Suller and Freytag are currently
preparing & projeet outline to present to the Higher-ups. To nelp
gupuort this outline they wish to have some statement mbout the fol=
Inuln"WI 1) ny capability to do such a manual, 2) the
desirability & major part of tha atudy of specimens and writing of
text belng done outside of Mexleo. Mumber 2) relates to the fact that
currently the Mexicans are very Jjealous of having botanieal woric relat-
ing to Mexlico done outslde cf the countiye. 1 have taken the liberty
of telling Buller and F.eytag hhat tiey may write to you with resard
to these two watters. 1 nope that this will not be & b rden to you.

In this connection I musi remark, of course, that I know Ir,
Soins is currently working on the grass flora of lMexico. 5Sut I do
not see how tids project would conflict with his, for his is certainly
a very smch more ambitlous one which will requime many yeara to finiah.
In fact, I should think this one mignt assist him, for a=s part of the
project there would be extensive and well directed collectins all
over Loe agrioultural areas of lexico, and at least one set of the
plents coliected would be deposited at MBG easily available to him.

I have been vacationing in northern Wisconsin, where I have twhce
nearly killed myself with ptomaine polmoning, and have alao oyt a rusty
nail through my foot. It 4s accordingly with some feeling of relief
that I turn eouthward tomorrow. I am drivihg first no Stillwater, Okla-
ooma, to vieit the grasa graden tiere, which is currently fenturing
the Andropogoneae. On the way back from there I liope to be able to
get a glimpge of Hugh IXtis in Fayetteville,-=he 43 one of my fovorite
friends.

Wigh all good wishes and many thanks,
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July 27, 1954

¥Mprs, Agnes Chase

United States National Herbarium
Smithsonian Institute
U“hingtm' Dy Co

Dear Frs, Chase:

Thank you very rmeh for the 1list of bibliographie
gorrections that you sent to Dr, Eva Potzal's papers I
have tapped these pages into our bound coples of the
Journal in which the paper appeers. Dr, Potzal's orrors
point out so well the value of your Index, I am so glad
that you are finding 1t possible to have it retyped and I
gongratulate you and lrs, Van Eseltine on the rapld progress
you seen to be making, I hope that before too lons, some
inexpensive method of duplicabting such an Index may be
found so that Agrostologists here and abroed may have a
copy of your Index and you may be spared having to answer
all their queries.

I have just returned from o six weeks trip to Mexlco.
I had tho good fortume to be asked to help a geologist
oollogue drive his car to Mexico Clty. We left on the
12th of June and reached Mexlicc Cilty on the lst of July
having pessed throusch Monterey, Torreon, Ll Parral, and
then south through Lurango, Guanajuato, Morelia, and
Toluca, - Hot until we reached Durango did we find any
grasses in bloom, for north of there the rainy season
was so little advanced that there was scarcely any green
thing to be seen; but south of Durango, the country became
greener. Along th: road from Morelia to Toluca there were
grasses in abundance, many of them in full Flower. It was
a beautiful but frustrating sight, for my companion collects
elties rather than plants and I was unable to atop even to
loock st the grasses. liowever, I stopped some ten days in
Mexlco City and was entertained by several members of the
staff of the Estudios Especiales of the Department of
Agriculture which, as you may lmow, is under Dr. Wellhousen
of the Rockefeller Moundation, I was baken colleeting om
points beyond Mexlico and Cucrnevaca, about 10,000 feet,
once up into the hish country of Tlaxeals, and once up into
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V Vrs. Agnes Chase : 2 July 27, 195k

the erater of Nevado Toluca, In the last locality, about
12,500 feet in elevation, [ was surprised to find only five
species of grass, and not one of these a Poa; I do no
remember ever before being in suech a territory without
finding at least one species of Poa.

, The whole trip was most interesting and now that it is

' over, I find that 1ife can never be quite the same again,
4 ot only 1s the vegétation facinating, but the 1life of the
i} poople is so very different from what you ses in this
i country., The extremes of poverty and wealth are probably
1? greator than in the United States, as the number of people
! definitely depressed below a decent standing is so vastly
greater, :

" : I flow back by way of Uew Orleans where I stayed for
it soveral days with Joseph Ewan and his charming fmzlar. He
| rage is very busy finishing the manuseript for his "Vegetation
i . of the Roclky Mountains" which he hopes bo submit mbout one
I month from now just before ho leaves to take up his
Guggenhiem Fellowship in London, Nesta has recdived a
grant from the Americen Pholosophical Society which will

; ' enable her to Joln him for the second half year in London
b where she will be of great assistance to him in his study,.

Tk i I hope 'that Washington has not been unbearably hot
for you this surmer and that you are keeping well, I
regret that I have not been able to see you this year and
I shall not be able to get Eust now that I have had this ~
long holiday in Mexico, With all good wishes, .

Ty

Sincerely yours,

George B, Van Schasck
Honorary Curator of Grasses

ERE T T

GBV:mz
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April 23, 1084

Donx Irn. Chanae,

Your reference is to Guoldenataedt, J. As, Rolsen dorch Rusolend
und in Concosinchen Geltuarge, St. Potersburg, 1787. In the chapter
'Von Reralflusn® he myn: ‘An den Fluseufern des Torak und in dsnen
s baydon Seiten nnechstgolegenan Cogenden h be 4ch nach und noch
folgende Pflongo bomeritt.! There follow 7 poses of ldats of plant
nangs (no shithors). On pege 189 40 ldoted ‘Algpocwma poalqulstug?.

1 an very glod to lok up this reference for you. It was o little
iten, but I ahould have heen equally glod to undertoke o larger mme.
So Af there in anything also of thin or other noture with vhich I oon
help you plenne let me Imow.

lirgs Von Roeltine ia performing a great semvice Sor ngrostology,
=4t 4n a ahame che cumot be more ndec ately rawmmded in the rogorial
thinge of thio worldy although gho mot have hor reverd in o flofaction,
I think the time 4o not distant whon it ALl 3o popsidble to luve sugh
cords ar yours o fod moh mere chosply thon ot presemts Vhan I was
in Joston tlds owmor I tallked to on ingenious inkentor thomre who hod
ddsigned a rechine for copying o whole hods in a matter of on hour oF
n0 for a cust of only ~ few follavve Thot is, 4 only tho machine
eould te buils. RO outinatod it vould cost sheat £75,000. The
Library of Congreos nhould own much o machined Thin stuflpld ileAsthy
investigation will cosh mony timen that, ond $hen he probably vonlt
@et vhat's coning to hin,

Thanle you for nonding the encloced corlons. I hewe tolen noben
£ron tharie

Vith 212 'eat winhaen,
Sinceraly yourg,

Gooxhe B. Von Sahanal:
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM

WASHINGTON 25. D, C.
s April 21, 1954
Dear Dr. VanScheack, :

: Will you ki#tlly take H.me.to look up &he enclosed for us?
It takes a great deal of time hunting up some of the references that were taken
from Ind. Kew and a few others, I am trylng to get every card verified, with ex-
planations when necessary. This grass catalogue was started by copying all Ind.

s AT
Kew grasses, and later, by indexing from the originals, but we go ove¥ every new

A
Supplement fdf checking by our catelogue ., Miss Niles, as she found time, was ver-
ifying all the old cards, and this is what I am doing, checking every card. For-
tunately most things needed are in ‘I‘;‘aahingtnn and the librerians of the Dept. Agr.
end the Smithsontan Library (the ma.in one, the one for the herbarium in thie build-
ing is but a small papt) are able to locate nearly everything somewhere in this
elty. They are borrowing booke from elsewhere for me mnow. Thie is such a 1little
item--apparently-—- that I'm asking you to look it up--and shall be grateful.,

I recall that you asked me about the possgibility of getting a cbpy
of the grass catalogue and that I never answered it. I WISH coples cw(d be made
of the new cards, I think I told you that Mrs. VanEseltine, retired librarian,
is cépyling the carde. She is paild 55 cents an hour--poor pey for such careful work
--but she has no busfare, nor wastes time coming and going. Copying from the new
cards would go more quickly then from the old ones, but we estimete that there are
at least BO,000 cards--and Shinners and hie kind are busy adding to their number.
The estimated cost of %4000 may not cover it and we may have to go begging. Dr.

Walker ineisted that the cards should be photographed, anf we got n man over here

once to consider the cost--I forget the amount but it would be more than $4000. The

worn,
old cards, many of then are not in good shape to be photographed, #gf¥, corrected

and the like. I wish some billionaire would put up the money to hmreLhe cards
-
cn'pie& or better to have them photographed and ropmﬁursﬂﬁ and sold ut & price her-
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waom w A noo SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION .

10 “0 UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM - - - - JodoeT
SO ERA g o " WASHINGTON 25, D. C. : "o April 14, 1954
. = : ,rh il sepe ar -
Dear Dr. -VanSchaack, ‘ 5 By :

i e Your letter of April I found here on my return last Mohday-
It wib hot forwarded because wo wore leaving Honolulu March 20. We lended the
25t5 but stopped over to vislt Yosemite and Grand Canyon, so we did mot reach t111
Apﬂl-.@ﬂl had a's'ﬁe:ll ‘of arthri¥is id one foot which prevented me from coming to
work t111 ln-s-‘t; ltonday. r X

T e

==Y _hea_x't';.l; agree with you in your estimate of George Black, aa man and as botan-
isy. ‘Herds leaving tonight for Wew York and Boston, then by air beck to Belem. It |

rejoices my heart to know such a fine botenist is working on-Axonopus, a very dif- '

ficult gepus. : $-wnt y
II.--1 didn't do the the usual things, loll on the beach, learn the hla dance, nor

ride surf-boards. The islands (I wes only on Oahu and Hawaii) are terribly weedy
witn all the common grasses from everywhere (except Alaska and Siberia). I collectd
grasses but got only 2 endemlcs. The islands are ench anting--palms, lovely trees
from Brasil, Africa, Australia, Pacific Islands--everywhere. Traveling was so costly
we only went to Hawaii for 4 days, and not to any ofjithe other islands. We stayed
in Honolulu with Mrs. VanEseltine's sond and family, 4 of the brightest, livltest
children, 9 to 3, you ever saw. The 3-year old went botanizing with me, carrying

my big digging knife.

III.-Thank you for your kind invigtation to stop at St. Lotls, but we did not come
by way of St. Louis. Mrs. Van had never been we-t of Cleveland, so on the way out ,
we stopped between trains at New Orleans, and at FlPuso to visit Carlsbad Cavern$—
marvelous. Avfa landed at SanFrancisco and Dr. Sampson (my "nephew" and Dr. Burchem
(£randson, wikh wives, met the boat and took our begsage to the Sta Fe, then took
us to a luncheon at the Faculty Club, where I met some old friendiand some I had
kmown by correspondence, then around to see trees, (Torreya, for one) and other thing
then to the herbarium, for most of the rest of the day. At 8 next morning the four
called for us and drove 200 miles to Yosemite. I had 'begn there in 1910 and was
thrillled to see ElCapitan, Bridal Veil Falls, Yosemite “alls, and other lovely places
agadn--just as I had been seeing them all these ysars in mental pictures. The Valley
was under snow, but rods had been clearfed most of the way. We had to Furn back be-
fore reaching Vernal and Nevada Falls, the road being more than a foot deep in enow.
Te stayed atMBrced over night and left next morning for Grand Canyom. I had been
there, too,in 1910, and went down to the river on mule-back., Coconino forest wes
under snow, but the rocks along the rim were clear. The driver of the coach (trained
Hat, fs'grk. Seﬂ‘ic:}l drove some 25 miles west, sfopping at lookouts, and in the after-
noon les to e east, so that w far more of

had seen before. Ags{nﬁ I agg:ygﬁisieggg agzain ghat x“ﬁgdc“%’ggn(gﬁfnzb?rﬁe;?r? :l];or
BDM{ ears. From the t ht w £ .

ritis nyone foot ?nawrrgad it ha?ore)ea::iaﬁ::. v:; }twu?;ad {n%gtaangragc?pgi(]ipg{waﬂhi
wheel chairs, etc. Last Sunday I put my shoes on for the first time and came to

work Monday morning. There is a mass of things to catch up on. I labeled my collec!
ié;ﬂ: ?t;o::.;_:z:t;ir]].;id uwp. [ [/ /Ihad aletter from you sbout the Grass Cata-

the ‘z’liCh is being tmd b Mrs, a‘nEBB]tj
= 4 e retired ]J.h'mim
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¥
A emall fund has been given for this purpose and Mrs. Van (my long-time "niece" |
who so%d houge in Gmamilest numma§ gnd h?s dm:.:]igd up lr!.a;}:l me hers) is i
» no

32-13‘1 2‘2 at in oni.r geggangmsr%grﬁ gc‘:‘ 30’%&5 wor mg}s ggl?én%gm tiful |}
accadate work. T am editing and ve Bg everything--thkes far moré time than I !
expected, but it it a great satisfaction. I read proof on all the copled cards. |
We have just begun the work again this week. I WISH it were possible to have

this catalogued reproduced in some way. There are at least B0,000 cards. Some
yeers ago I t d to a man from a copying service(by pl‘:;iogrsphr]and the cost

was far beyond our reach, If only some "foundation" wo t the money the
new cnrdu.y:ll typed and proor—regd., could be reproduced, tguthgpmt g:ttgmmt

of agrostological literpture.

The cost of a single set by photpgzraphy would be |
beyond any institution's meand. We are more than willing to look up references
for anybody and do received requests. The o0ld set of cards will be used until
the new are complete, probably 3 years or more, then the old will be stored in a
safe place and thereafter 2 ciards will be made of every reference, so that a
gset will be in reserve, just "in case! (I am not ffrald of Communist bombs, but
with U.S. "defences"all over the world, even to north Greenlandff some crazy
military man in our "defence" force, may start an atom-bomb war.)

You must find Dr, Anderson most interesting--his book ./ Plan¥s, ¥an and
Life" is delightful, (Naturslly I am flattered by his referance to the 1ittle
"First Book. "? His comments on biologists and bureaucrats (PP/ 80, 81) i3 a joy.
Have you seen Lysenko's _?tstemnt giving "credit" ;.ortha Miichener" theoryl\and i
the consequent death of Yavilov) to Staliny He is credited with many crimes, if
this ie drue it is one of his greatest.

Thank you again for the kind invitation to visit your herbardum.

S ——

Tery best wishes . Sincerely |
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Dear Dr. Van Scheack,

If you have a copy of Dr. Eva Potzal's latest paper in which she re—
distributes Arrhenatherum, Affiya/ Avenastrun (subgenus of Avena) and Helicto-

trichon, accogding to their epidermal cells (of blades) you may care to correct

her bibliographic errors by the enclosed, The typist made 2 cnrbons.

I fear that great library of Berlin Bot, Garden may be lost., I had to i

look up these things for our index and decided she might like to have the correct

ions. Hope she does not take it amiss. I sent some such to Dr. Jansen, Amster-
dem (he is doing the grasses for Malayasan Flora) and he not only said thanks but
asked for more (before printing, I hope _9

Best wishes,

e

Sincerely,
Wwe m.rft" 4{;""‘ /{7‘@1
Grano Susdin Lot

e
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Oc$ober 18, 1953

Dear lirs. Chase,

, When I firet told Dr. Edgar Anderson of your marvelous
catalog of grasp names, slready several yenrs ago, he was very
mch interested in 4% and expressed the thought that 1% was
faor toovaluable to be allowed to oxist in only cne copye. He
ddd not, howovar, at that time have asvess to any monay which
night assist in i%a copying. To what oxbent that oituation
moy have chenged by now I do not duowe Dut vhen I $0ld hinm
this full thad you wore laying olans to have a second copy made

me to wvrite you to inquire regurding the poseiblility of hawve
ing a segond copy made and an eatimatd of vhat you would cone
slder an equituble share of the empenses to be pald by ws.

It was a gread pleasure t0 see you in Washington this pash
gumner and to find you in such good health. And I feel very
 hapyy about your nev living arrngemonts. Hov puch you will
enjoy hawidg-iirs. Van Boeltine with you.

wm: $hot when you visit Peoria this £a21 you might £ind
it poseible to cpend & day or two with us. Ve show'd all be
Bory

stute
here ¢
has
tor

happy ¢ hamm You would not find the grasoes in the
nw on your previous viesit, but there is now little
het you night wish to ceel

an enjoying o nev office. For years my working space
M desk snd a fev dholves beside the third floor clava=
door, which hes no been the eacdest place to work ins 1
have mhmg&mam1ﬁ1n¢oﬂ£u\dthplmtyufnm-
ing epoce, ond still no forther from the grasses than is your
office from yours.

With 2ll beat wishes,

Sincerely,

Ggorge B. Van Schoeek
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5403 Forty-first St.,
Washingtom 15, D.C. Al =
Jan. 21, 195# >
Dear Dr. ianSBhnlck,

1 have not answered your kind letter of Dec. 27, mer thamked
you for the Sand County Almanac, I am sorry end ashamed of myself. I
enjoyed the book immensely, the vivid pictures of beauty it brought me,
and his discussdon of gadgets and trifling things in gemeral that lsave
no place for time to thimk. I oftem make an index &f my own on the fly
leaves at the end of & book of ideas or phrases that impress me especial-
ly. This book new has several.

Since you turmed the Helster over to Mo. Bot. “ard. 1t was no
"favor" to you, but it isn't a thing one would care to keep in a private
librery. I had & nice letter from Dr. Pinto da Silva whose inquiry as to

isrdinedd ot To g Whors toficts srearsle.
Heister s author of Digitaria, It was he who called sttention to the
different authorities I gave for the type of “elictotrichon. That
thing haunts me.

I have not forgottem thet I have a sheet at the herbsrium from
you that I have not been @le to name. ¥'ll try to get at it again soon.
Just now I am trying to meke a sort of manual of the grasses of Ckinawa
for those poor botanists out there whose herbarium and entire university
buildings were destroyed in the war. Younknow of Walker's visit to the
islands in 1951. To my joy he did not neglect grasses and got them all
interested in that family--I think 1t is better represented than any other
in the collections. 1 have made up & skeleton enumeration and am now
msking keys to genera and species. In & bulletin by A.W.Sampson and A.C.
nearly 20 years sgeJthéi sampsen wanted for his summer students that hed
not had collugﬂ I made keys with little figures of the splkelets in the
left margins of the keys, where there is a}ways spece. And I made fig-
ures, somewhat diagrammatic for the raaifi;;tnnd genera. I am going to

do the same for this Ckinawa work. English is hard for them anyway, but
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the figures will help. Recently I came across a statement said to be a
Chinese proverb "One picture tells more thanm ten thousand words." There
is much truth in if. "The gresses of the Ckinewa flore are so much far-
ther advanced--the work én them, I mean--that "alker thinks that can be
published sefparately. The "occupathon” is trying to encourage the
Ckinawan's own efforts to re establish cattle rsising, snd meadows. I
am stressing the economic grasses.

This 15 a "holiday"--I don't rejoice in it. A poor president and
bad or indifferent lot are going out but I doubt if the incoming will
better conditions. I em horribly afraid that the general will want to
work at his trade of war. The Koreans were never enemies of 1.5, and we
are devastating their ccuntry and killing them off far worse than the
japanou did. EHave you seen I. F. Stone's'Hidden History of the Korean
War?' It impressed me because £ so much of it is just what I hed figurec
out for myself. From my school days I've been & convinced pacifist, and
I em more and more convinced with every war we get into. Woodrow Wilson's
"war to end war" hes resulted in war somewhere wver since, largely the re-
sult of that vicious treaty of Versailles and the partitioning of countries
It “fkes me heartsick to see U.S. acting like old Rome, congquering and oc=
cupying one country after abother, and the"occupatien" behaving as badly as
occupations always do. It i5 a great relief to get back to grasses.

With very best wishes and thenks agien for Leopold's beautiful
book.
Sincerely,

A g {/._,de
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
Dec. 18, 1952

Dear Dr. Van Schazck,

Thenk you very mich for n1l the time you took in looking up "Saccharun
monandrum Rolend." F I shell copy your findings and meil it %o the Indian efter
Christmas. It is apelief to have this card in our #§¥dd catalogue fixed. pAs I have
time I am goins over the card index of Bra-s nemes and trying to find &11 the wn-
knowns or partly knowns. Dr. Mukherji's request and your ldndness hagecleared this
one. [ [ [ [ Dr. Pinto da Silva, Portugal, has frequently written to me for all
sorte of purzles he hasn't thg facilities to look up himself. He has Juet caught a
serious error I made in Manual ed. 2. I anm dending you the result of many hours’
work to exolain the type of Helictotrichon Bess. and to ask you to correct the mis-
statement on page 302. Dr. da Silva slso asked why "Helster" is given as authority
of Digitaria. BEnclosed is my reply to that. After Christmas I shall send you a set
of the photoprints of Heister'a Systema. There is but one copy in U,S., in library .

of Hervard, wouldn't lend it but would meke a microfilm. I ordered that and had 4
photo prints made in Dept. aAgr. When I came to look up Digitaria in it I felt as if
I was "stung." But however inadequate it is I am glad to have the ultimate basis of
Digitaria in this library. I gave one %o the Met. lus. Library. You may keep the
photo printe I shell send you or place them in Mo. Bot. Gard. Library, as you wish.
Heister's proposed "rules of nomenclature! are interesting, and his proposed changes
in generic names also, but I am glad the rest of them were not taken up.

I know you must have enjoyed your visit to the Grand Canyon and other places
in the southwest. I went horseback down to the river at Bright Angel. I started bae
back on foot while the party ate lunch, collecting gresses—-nt the top I had to be
pulled off the saddle, couldn't 1ift myself- it was my first trip on horseback. Next
day I walked down to the plateau and back, collecting graeses. This was in 1910. The
Coopers frm New Zealand must have enjoyed the trip immensely, for all they have such
magnificent scenery in their own country. We expected Mr. Cooper here--hope he can
come next swmer. e shall be glad to see you here next summer. Dr. E. . Sohns, &
now curator of grasses, Mr. Swallen beingz head curator of the Hat. erb. He has jud
come back from his first trip to Mexico, Ne is devoted to grasses and very well
trained under Ur. Weatherwax, he is a Joy, the latest in the long line of agrostolo-
£ists lere, without a break from Vasey to Swallen, with Sohns most promising.

With best wishes for a happy Christmas and praying for peace in the coming
year, Sincerely,

Agrice Thoee

L
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WasHiNGTON 25, D. C. Dec. 9, 1952

Dear Dr. Van Schaack,

Acta Lit. Univ. Hafn. 235. 1777, lieted in Ind. Kew. is recorded here as
being in Mo. Bot. %ard. No v-lume nurber is glven. Will you be so kind as to
take the time to look this up for us, please? The reference is Saccharum monandrum
Roland. Hackel does not list this name in his momogreph on Andropogoneae. I'd
Buess it to be an Imperata, from the name "monandrum.® I¥1 be ever so much obliged.
With best wishes, Sincerely,

I' hope you will be coming this way again soon. /4.7/3/&”5{,%_

T —
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Ngessher 1i, 1HBES

Docr Mre. Choee,
'

The referenca you reguort &s found &n Acta Ldteraris Universite=
tis Enfndennis, Fofndue, 1778, in on crticle entitilad 'Fragmentum
materdia se'dean of neconondase surinasenale (pps 285=i04), uldeh,
$ta01?, iv stoAnBhynet 88 tns Foilwiag srtisle iy soUboelis lescripe
tlonss Plentamie anasandan Sarincuensian cum Fragoento Hotarice
medlase & ossomambncs Surinameneis (ond 267=-62)e 1 have copled
on the stteched yellow slip Fritael’s reforengy (7615 whdeh scama
to inddonte Shet hie work wee soblishad bires lives in one fom or
snothors 14% am £ separste in 1776, then fnd, in Acta 14t, pl 26V=
%04, and 31, an a s3cond odition sonasiie in 1780 he enly
souyr wo have le \th:.-t in hotn Lit.

Yhy Kew Tadex oltrilmtso Jaccharun monandrue to Rolander I dolift
¥mov, for tha artiole is by Tobtboall wné merely rofers %o dlants
fonnd in Bolonderte Ferbartums Yiuse Farticmles gontinal hoes
Menertatio. Prior manivalng tredit Fisnbome Surinemensiun, cues
01, Polsnded Farbsriue sfeommg in ‘urinme collactum, minedit vite
swsceilparn Pare ooconomiess atona medieom maabirnn quarundon
Suripanigooum anus AoscrAbits et

The reference rondo oo fdlloves

Sapchal sicnmndrd plenti, si eufficlonti oopla ad saccharum
sonflefendoy narabilia esset, eodem sus §. Officincrum passulret,
ew: Ouisd smocne sit duledissimuws. Deccotum Radicur bhbuat corlida

fobra latorantes Judned, auod Avleissism: est, & vi enclliente atoue
aperiente ganlsre dieoltur. .

f On tho seme page throe Paspalumae, two Pandoums and a Cynosurus
: regoive briof notices. (m onges ZEP=271 cccur descriptions of what
B mre presumably ns 900, Damely Ponieun lanotum and M4linm eccillarve.

» I nhould not g&y Na Sppe, but rether new names for the eyasadcsy of
(X ,,}g_m firat in tAndropogon inmulere L., Orcmen svensceun, Slon. Hist,.

! Jame Fa Le 4:!*\ Nardua Dactyloiden iolandrij and of Lhe esgond: Penlcum
eaplllers Holl, Panionm milinesun vivide &¢. Sloun. Jams GO hiot,
I. pog 118, t. 72, £3 3.  Of tho first Panioum lensbum) there o
a plate wvhigh presumably represhnte Trichachne insulerie, =lthoush
the ncked branghes shown sre rather #6§ rominified, (a0 punl)

1 vonder why Fulle in Flora of Surinsm (or rother Amshofi cad
Henrard) 1linta none of these names of Rotbbosll in eynonomy.
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. April 24, 1951

Dear Dr. Van Schaaek,

Thank you ever so mueh for your kind letter and for the beautiful
book which arrived in the last mail yesterday, Wilfred Blunt's Art of Botan-
ical Illustrating. It is ever so kind of you to give me this lovely book. I
had seen a eopy and read some of it, it is a Joy to own 1t. I had read Fiteh's
chapter with the greatest interest.

I hed your name on the list to eend copies of the Manual when 1t
same out, and then was told by the editor copies from my allotment could be u&t
sent from the Printing Office. When I saw the number of errors I wighed I h.n.ﬂ.
kept them to correet and then to wrap up myself. Everything was sacrificed to
"keep domn expense" and I was not sent revised proofs of the pages. I typed
out some lists, and correeted all the coples I later sent out from here (all
the forelgn ones). Then Dr. MeClure offered to have the list multigraphed.
When I receive the copies I shall eend you one to eorreet youteopy. It was the
editor who decided on the 2-column, to "keep down expense." Now I am arranging
the herbarium to agree with the I.a::ru.al. The addition of even one species in a
genus requires renumbering the index to the gemus, which you may remember is
plaeed at the beginning of the genera, the species belng in systematic order.
There is more or less change of names (Tridens, zum Beispeil) and I can't resist
cleaning up the genus covers--each species has a gemus cover,"genus" refers to
the heavy paper only. It has bren a long task but I am nearing the end. Then
all the type cards and synonyms must be checked. I was often so pressed for tidk

that I anmotated them in peneil only. When I am done with this I shall get bask

¥o Paspalum of South America. The herbarium ig undergoigg cleaning and painting

and we have all been displaced persons in turn., Thanlk you agailn ever so much,

I / { T
‘ALl /] -
& I Nprrcy ettt
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WasHINGTON 25, D. C. Dec. 8, 1950

Dear Dr. VenSchaack,

The box with 47 mounted sheets of Paspalum(and Axonopus) came some days
azo. I finished them and repacked the box yesterday, bul no packages are sent
out now until a“ter the holidays. We have duplicates of many of them, abl but
one 66 the Hassler collectiona. From one of yours I got data for ours which had
"Paraguay" only on the label. You will find notes on some of the gheets for your
information. I was in the Virgats group vhen I had %o lay nside Paapalum for the
Mangal, ond had not resched Plicatula, whikh is p very puzsllng group, so the
namee of some in that group are tentative. The specimen of P. notatun var. saurie
is not typlcal. That is the "Parsguay strain of P. notatum now being experimented
with in Florida and Georgia. It is also called "Pensacola strain.! The specimen I 1|
refer to was nemed P. punila by Perodi, but that was lons be-fore he described war ||
sgurae. The glume and sterile lemma are not so hard and shining as ususl in all the g
Notnta group. But it is not pumila. \

You have certainly done a great deel of work on that herbarium, these speci-
mens were in beantiful condition. I remember the condition it was in in the late
1908e when I was there.

Has your library secured Henrard's Monograph of Digitaria? It is an awful piec
of work, even making sllovance for his poor eyesight and probably shattered nerves,
I don't see how he could have put out such sn unushable thing. I spent about 2 we.
annotating and cross indexing our copy, and copled gll my amoftntions in the copy I
sent to Ohwi, Tokyo. I made a digest of the groups (which are mostly not at all nafr‘
ural) listing the asrecies under each to help in using the keys. If you eare to
bring your copy next time you come here you may copy mine--it will save you a great
denl of time. There are some nbsolute errors, too, I hope you are coming this
Wey on your way home thie winter. With very best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

(hes. e ./47"“"&{""’
I—— .
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The Monual is actusily on the way, £¥¢ lote Dcenbar or early Jonuary I vas told,
when I went out to Beltsville to compare my list of those who I want to send coples
to with the 1ists in the editor's office. The editor was debating whether to
title page date 1850 or 1951. He sald if he made it 1970 and it was held up tmﬁp

the date would be wrong, so I suopose it will be Jenuary when the coples mre s-—

trituted. It will not be out of print as soon as ed. 1 was,(inside of 2 months) for
4000 are printed for diatribution to Dept. Agr. end sgric. colleges, (and to names sent
in by senators, I nupposa)dmld 10,000 for sale only. That is what delights me. The
price is $3, whith, at present cost of peper and printing is véry pensonabde. So meny
have helped me in sending specimens that extended the range and in other ways that I
heve a long liet to send copies to, and I was delighted to learn that I wnz %o be given
200 copies, instead of the usual 100. I shall buy some coples besides. 0f the first
edition I bought 100 coples and gave away mony and sold them when the work was out of
print. My coples were gone in the early '40's. There ave many abroad who send us pubZ
lications that I want to send coples to.
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
) WASHINGTON 25, D. C. Noveunber 24, 1850

Dear Dr. VanScheack,
Your letter of the l4th come the 17th nnd the Penicum the
22nd, Macedo 2194 is Pohioum exiguum Me#, as you named it in your letter. It
seens to be fairly common in Mines, I got it several times. That long glume T
iz mnususd in the Capilleris zroup. Thenk you for the specimen. Thenks also
for the photo of the type of Sporobolus hians Van Scheack, your first.
I collected Compositpe for Dr. Greemman in my first trip to
Bresll, 1924-5. The plenis must be in the Mo. Bot. Grrd. Dr. Greenmen never
reported any to me. Are they named? For Dr. Robinson I collected Eupatoriaceae
(and what I gue==ed migh% belong in that tribe), I never heard from him, except
that he wrote that my notes were exceptionally good. You know how composite heads
flatten out into half moons. I made a drawing of the shape oan.ll I eollected and
copied the drawing on the lsbel. T don't think I did for other than Eupntoripcese.
Mo. Bot, Gard., and Gray contributed toward expenses and got full set of grasses and
these thinge they asked fo'r.' Gray got Boreginaceae, also. I collected (both trips)
Eriocaulacene, ‘bec.a:uae they are so interesting. During the last few years I have
received the names from time to time from Dr. Moldenke. I also collected the open
campo ferns, Ad¢¥f4 Anenmia, because I eurmised that fern collectors would not hunt
the campos. Dr. Maxon from time to time mentioned some interesting one, tut so fer
as ] lmow the collection was never hamed. The 192930 trip I financed myself, so
did not Heve to dyvy things other than grasses unless I wanted %o, like Erlocanlon.
W I ehould be glad to see the mec‘inena checked in red in your list. U the
types llsted s Swallen's end mine, and photograph, notes and spikelets of Pasp.
heenkeanum Presl.in the Botanical Museun in Prag, token by Dr, Hitchcoel. I exan—

ined the typ® of P. plicatulum wnr. miltinede “nek. fn the Vienna Herb, wlth notes
end frezment, Thankes ever so much. for the offer.

With best wishes, Sincerely, ‘Aj/"“ M
I wos glad to show 4he

rberinm end R to Br.
U Tin. But he a1a not hnve time | oW Bysten

to see 11 he wnnted, said he was conizf?‘n,.cg_:_

Resenrch Aesapointe.
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uLtr.r Collector- Suzber Dat. by
Brezil Bambo — ? 4 o
Crth 16 Hitclicock, Chese, or Parodi
UWacedo — 10V Parodi
Parsgusy Eassler . 1aY
Surinsn Higs 8 v Benrard or ¥
Vacezusls — 3'/
v
Argantins — @‘w-j—s
British Cuisna 2 Swallsn
Columbia — 1 &
Uruguay — %
g |
Lr' Tsctypes of PB. lucidulum Swallen
[ P. plicatulum var. multincds Hack.
d 1 P. bolivieunsa Chuose
P. iagsenstans Chaze
P. Heenksazwa Presl
(a_/..“& el Rabns h s iasleit ra®
| Bkazim
M&a/ﬁl‘k%
LMT'?I-Q'.L:-M—-—..-.._
f?uél(,é. M ue-..i fl’/té"‘"-
i
|
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Novewmber 14, 1950

Deur Ure. Chise,

Ia oleaning up several piles of I[guotas aud Insersndan this
£all I have 1 lad up bet sixiy and sevaniy sogete of Houth
Ausrican Paspulag a0t tmong wnoss lowaed you & coupls of years
“gos [ easloes & rough classification of thess so that 1f thare
bs suy 4t would intsrest you 0 =88 you LAYy sz sudu oa bthe 1iat
ond retura It Lo wa.

1 aw seniiag you & duplicate ahsst of & South Asaricsn
Pagiogm, dsgedo § 2194 from Minse. I o wasble o awtan it with
saytilog heses 16 Gones sloseet bo Qudoun sxlgoay As .umonyg
tlie ulleste we nave. OF thie upecgies I huve auly two sisets which
difler retier iarkedly in tha pucssconse of ths panicle,==~ynour
e gheat of Warch BUm22, 1950 from Goyas, and § 5840 of wexla
fres Misas. If ou osu nace tiis saseb for us Dr. Woodson
would uprraglates At foe hao would like to send o detoarciostlon
e vseados

. 1 axm enclosing with tue aoove aheet a pholngruph of tos Lyps

{ of § } il:!llﬂ Van Sghaagk » Anne. do. Bot. Gurd. 3?,3“| 1500.
1 nEt the only isotyps to Mr. Bwallen last winter. Sinoe She
latter specline doas O0L Bnow Lhe huoll o well wa Lus Lype per=
hape you would like to add the photogmaph Lo Lia sheet.

1 hops that you feund U Tin interesting. He is good stuff
but w0 Senes hare in Americs tont heddoss act sliuys saow his best
side. Hs apiareantly suffered a lot during the wap,=-paracinl

- and fanily disgocfort and danger ss well 4s tha poin of sseing
his 1ife's work on the herbdarium at Rungoon destroyed together
with the 1ibrary. He talke almoet buoyantly o f rebuilding &
herbariugasnd librery. 1 am afeaid I would nob bhave the saws
OUrsge.

I nops that you ars wall. T know that you mre & t1ll anjoy=
ing grasses, wu am I, for widoh I daily thauk you.

Singerely,

, George B. Van Schaack
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION ‘}
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM July 24, 1950 i
WasHiNgTON 25, D. C.

Dear Dr. VanSchaack,

Hago Iltie was %n a listle while ago and he says that you are going to

get more of Ectosperma, wallen's new gemus. A letter from Miss HEellogg comes
just in time. She writes: Miss Carter went to Emreka Valley recently to collect
more specimens of the grass. She and a friend went in from Hawthorne, Nevada,
and only had a day in the valley. She went to different parts of the sand dumes
and yet not far from where Miss Anderson collected 1t she found it q ulte
abubdant., A sandstorm hampered their explorations and she could not reach any of the
deep roots.

i Mayhe this will ensble you to get to the place more easily than going up
through Peath alley.

Very best wishes, Sincerely,

e s

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



L L

7‘(’-{' 9+ m-%M#MWM-

Lie 7 toa ot P e Pt Kot Fid

3 T B PP GL_'I_M . D‘—-‘/_g; ;M._

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



| ’.- .. 71" (@(ﬂ!l’a
j$ 22 { QQM!L&*A g" 52K “
S e S e CA A sk Lo
S AN 6‘_7 S A e G b S
WMMMM wf-“g*‘*“*"?'“‘*‘*
et M’ rq‘c?}a_“/z‘_“& M.&-—M}u’—-‘&:«l_ ¢
R —G &7/..._.1 i R o P IS jw Sfeud,
ﬁm/ﬁé}cﬁa B P Bt mpf - TR [t AASirs

$ e A L....... M—&wﬁLMMMW
A Katadey MW

V(M ooy 7 L M‘ﬂm.“u@.{,m

&‘M
71»/“7&?-4 o A s el

Bl el
.mm“ Ao P $fnte S reaa 8
/ %*meqw@hm7u~—5
. 24'“' H..J-W“‘""‘—z jM
3—-0"5‘""'":"'.7/&‘_“* MM&—
ey v
’4 L 2 t:...._.{/(an_o-o&\
;’q %M—f_‘_‘_q_.._., P e
it
oot s loiva pAatr | want an—ton A %y

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION [
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM .
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. Sept. 29" 1949

Dear Dr. T'rsmSchasck.

Thank you for the card you kindly sent me. You must have enjoyed your va-
cation with the Ewans. ;

The south American Paspalums sent after you had left for your vacation have
been returned to the herbarium. After the Manual went to press and I cleared up
the many things awaiting time to attend to them, and after naming Pacific grasses i
sent by Dr. Merrill, with permission to diwide with the U. 8., I went at the 4
Paspalum to work them out before I could hope for proofs of the Manusl. I sorted \
the sheets into groups and species—-forgetting that they were to be checked by the 1
list sent Mr. Swallen. Having sorted all into species I put them in alphabetic i
order for your convedience (we have ours in systematic order, but I hadn't time
to make an index to them in that order), and then learned that they should be
arranged by the penciled nimbers in the corner of the sheets. Three I wanted |
photographed, and they were not done far about a month. By that time Manual 1
proofs began to come in. I begeged off about arranging them by the penciled nmum- I
bers, and Mr. Swallen kindly checked the mumbers with me on a list of nunbers.
The numbers were not in exact order, there being some with a letter added and
some with the same number on two sheets. If I had checked them all, as I ghould
have done before sorting them, I would have discovered and noted this. To my
distress there are some & numbers (I think) not checkasd when we got through. I
xzept the sheets all together all the time and cannot see how any can be missing,
unless I could have committed the crime of accidentally putting a sheet into our
covers when I Was comparing specimens. If I did that I shall discover them when
I get at Paspalum in the winter, as I expect to do. I do hope this will not make
grasses more unpopular in the Garden, I was surprised to see how many of my col=-
lections the Field Museum sent to Mo. Bot. Gard, I think Dr. Greenman was at
the Field when I first went to Brasil 1924-25, and contributed to the fund (paid
more than half myself, but Dr. Hitchecock wrote a few of the large herbaria asking
if they wished a share of the harvestl I collected Composite for some, I think
Mo. Bot Gard. was one. Field only dsked for grasses, as I recall., A good many

: from Field are the only representatives of the species in your herbarium except
. the same species from me direct. Apparently Mr. Standly took out many grasses
after he went there. I am glad they are in safe keeping,—a good many species

are represented only by collections by Dr. Hitchcock and A.C.

In the Bernhardl Herbarium I foudd a few type collections, these I placed
in a separate cover. I was delighted to find that Pasp. hyalinumt is the
form with smalle: ikelete, not the near ally that has slightly IA’%’ spike—
lets and a few racemes, My "hyalinum" is abstrusum, which I had down ams a
synonym. I had a photo made of Pasp. scalere Trin., of which we have a tiny
fragment from Trinius herbarium. There was one of Dusén of which I made a full
description and had photographed and made a drawing of the spikelet. So far as
I can tell at present it is undescribed. Several of mine are in mes. here. I
put the name down at first, themn st-?pped, lest gomegne use the name in print be-
fore publication. These are marked'H. sp. 1ned or in mess. When the revision
comes out you can easily put the names on. I hope the arrangement in covers
will help you in your stpdy. I am very grateful for the loan.

The proofs of the Menugl have been pourins in. I had no ome to hold copy
s0 it went slowly, then Dr. Walker gave me a day, and a “gﬂhd daughter” cave me
another. The editor them sefit a copy-holder for 3 days, and I am now in the
"Synonymy." I read all a second (really a third) time, for I first go over for
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‘epelling of names, accents, indention of keys and the 1like, then read by copy, '|
then the whole again and add the extensionse of range, etc. that have come in 1
8ince the mss went to the editow. The proofs of the illustrations have not yet : !}
come. It seems to be going through much faster than usual. Title page is "1930 i
and I hope it will be out in January--hope it does not take too much time in the e
bindery. I ‘am putting aside everything else now, reading proofs.

5
i
L]

course all grasses are interesting, but some more o than others. Dr. (he is
now) LLano was up on Cormwallis island in the archépelago north of Canada
- in the summer and said vegetation, except lichens, was very scarce, but he got
some grasses. He was also on Attu, a short time, P think.
Very vest wishes,

B

Sincerely yours,

I am finding that gluminum hendy to wrap little things for the refrigerator, ; It
thank' you. |

— 0y {

I hope you found some interesting grasses on your western trip--of ! #
|
1
|

=
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. Tov. 15, 1949

Dear D®. Van Schaack,

Your letter of the 9th has been received. I am vary Elad you hove Hagkel'rs
True Grasses. It ic away out of date, and his Androvozon and Tnnic um each alnost
include holf a tribe, but it 15 the only thing giving s11 genera of grosses un to
thet time. If you can come hers for a week or so, you can prepare a list of genera
from our herbarium list. The tribes ss we have them are not finpl by sny meana, but }
at least they bring the greater mumber together sccording to thelr affinities. Pilger's ||
1840 work, which you are using, is a great help (though I do not wholly ngree with
him).

I did not mean o nsk for Paspalum at once, my limited desk and table room

d ie overloaded just now. I hope in aboub six weeks at least I cen agk vou to send

aspalum. Several epecies hove hoen added to Paspalum of Worth Amevica since my re—
vieion was published. I hope you can come for a while next summer. I think it would
help you a grect deal.

Just now I um etrugsling with some very paor specimens collected by Hotogawa
in different groups of Micronesin. These were sent down by Dr. “errill with permls-

slon, =5 usual, to take part of each spacimen neaded The best thing is a eollection of
Pacin led,
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_pgijﬂ']grth American Sp. Pmm.‘..aett? I hope they are still in stock.

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WasHINGTON 25, D. C. Jan. 27, 1929

Dear Dr. Van Schaack,

Your letter of the 17th came the 26th. With thie I m meiling you ths B
publications on yowr 1ist that we still have, mnd I om asldng Wr. Commerford, whe o
has charge of the Nat. Mueeum publications, to send you Types of N. Amer. Gra.asoi.

Are you workins plonte other than grasces? It muet be a terrific
task if all are as out of order as the grasses were when I was there--tmt T J\ut re-
alize that wes years agol Is Hnckel's True Grasses (translation by Serdbner &
Southworth of 's Granmineae in Engler & Prantl) in the library? It has 'bomi
out of print for at least 40 yeare, Dut ies etill the only thing that covers all
generz up to thgt time, It was publisheu by Holt in 1820, I wish you could come
here with your phorsles. I still went sll your Faspalums of South America whenever
you can send them. I have been sidetracked on Paspalum but expect to get back to

it by epring.
Sincerely, ,

With best wighes,
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~ SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION : R oo
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM L Tl g P
4 . WASHINGTON 25, D. C. g “ 1

Oct. 19, 1948

- s _ : : _ e Al
Dear Dr. VenSchaack, ! - Fd atitvgy R B
I em corry I have neflected your letter of the 24, The Rasder

home address is 107 Sholdon Terrace, New “aven 11, Conn., John's Yale is Osborn Bof
ical lnboratory, Yele University, Dew Haven, Conn. "__i = |

They Wwere here for the September meetings but had very 1ittle y

time in the herbarium. They are getting the Yele herbarium in order (Cherlotte mos
I surmiee--Yale is luclky to get the peir for salary of one) and find valusble me
that spparently no one has looked at since Eaton's day.

T spent a good part of the spring and summer on a tulletin by

Dr. A, W. Sampson and A.C. t0 replace the Range Grasses|430/Bull. published in 1927,
It was one of those bulletins intended for those who have no botanical training, the
gummer school boys, =nd young chttle men. ghin one is rach larger and not quite so
restricted, and includes an emumeration of “mlifornia grasses, and more 111untr‘at—1m_
If you look up the Dept. Azr. Yearbook for 1948 "Grass" you will see another o £ the 5
elementary explanations of what a grass is. Alluding to the abuse grasses stand and
how they cover the ea.rthf neverthe less I used the phrase "these dre the meek that
inherit the earth," and the editor took that for the title of the short paper, He
had asked me to write such a paper because he spid he had everything sbout grass but |
whet it is. P
How I have got back the revision of the Manusl--it had lain in the
editor'e office—-and on adding extensions of range =nd what has been done on gracses
publighed the past year. e

Dr. Pohl, Iowa State Sollege, Ames, Iowa, to whom I made a brief exm
ation az to the delay in printing the Manual, wrote me, enclosing carbon off a letder
Trom Dr. Mclew, head of Botany there, %o his Benator, and spid he had written a simil
one o his representative. Dr. Dwight M. Moore, hesd of Botany, Univ. Arksnsas, had
written that he had seen Senator Fulbright and had laper writien him abowl the Manual,
Dr. Moore was here in September and I hed exolained the situation. These £ave me an
idea. I wrote out a statement concerning the Manual, snd thig week have sent it to 4
who have asked when the Manual would be out. You did not aek, but I am sending you |
one of the carbons I made. It ceems possible if colleges, especiﬁlly agrizultursl col .
ges, would write their congressmen, explaining their need of the “anual and stressing
the fect that 1t would pay for itself in a resonable time, thot the funds might be |
appropriated for its printing., Dr., Pohl wrote that if the “epa‘r‘tmant would not print L
it the Towa State College Press would do so. That is encourszing, but of course I /
would much rather it was printed by Dept, Azriculture, in the same form as the firat |
edition. Destboying the engravings is just on example of the madness of war, And [
we have not regained our sanity yet, I read a report lately that 49,000,000 had be -
spent by the government to buy up egzs to keep up the price (when most people cm't?%_* !
Tord an ez o day for their children)“'nd more millions still were spent for Potagb"'
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October 19, 1948

Statement by Agnes Chase, Research Associate,
Smithsonion Institution, Washington, D.C.
pt
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

June 10, 1948,

Dr. George B. Ven Schaack,
Missourl Botanical Garden,
2315 Tower Grove Avenus,
St. Louls 10, Missourl

Deer Dr. Ven Schaack:

Your letter of June 5 with grass enclosed came yesterday., It
is Leptochloa fascicularis (Lam.) Gray, very immature, and one of
those species that sit on the dividing line between tribes. You
probebly put it in Festuceas. At Kew they put this in Diplachne
‘because of the amms, but other Leptochloas have tiny amns,

Nobody ie ever able to do all he hoped, unless he hoped for
little, but you rmust have learned a great deal, I hope you can come
here with your Andropogoneae puzzles this summer and we will help
you solve them.

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,
- }-:; 2L /=

Agnes Chase
Research Associate

I B
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON, D. C.

February 19, 1948,

Dr. George B. Van Schaack,
Missouri Botenical Garden,
2315 Tower Grove Avenue,
St. Louis, Missouri

Dear Ir. IYan Schanck:

Your letter of January 12th ceme during a Yvacation" spent with
flu, ete. I returnmed Fehruary 10 anéd am trying to catch uwp. Your
inquiries in regard to exchanges and the like I am referring to lUr,
Swallen, Curator of the Division of Grasses,

~ "Ehrharta vaginata Pilger," Schlechter 10852 (coll, 1897), 1s in this
Cafiref = \ herbarivm also. The name has never been published. It 1s so annotated
e_ﬂu_,-_- in 1211 and again 1948, I have just run over all our cards sgsln to ses if
that number 1e cited under some other name. The best treatment of Ehrharta
is Stepf's in Thiselt.-Dyer, Fl. Cap. 7: 660-682. 1900, Some of Schlech-
ter'es are cited in this, but none with numbers so high as this. Our 10852
is in Indet,, with notes. I hesitate to ask Dr, Pilger since so large a
part of the Berlin Herberium was destroyed,

In €14 World covers there are "indet" covers at the erd of many
genera. hen something new ie described that is where I look first, hoping
to find a cited specimen,

Witk best wishes,

. Sincerely youre
3 ?-'Z:? il Z%M""

Asnes Chage
Repearch Associate
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Februsry 12, 1548,

Dear Dr. Van Schaack,

Your letter of Jan. 20 was sent to me at home some time azo.
Please excuse delay. I was ons of the thousands of victims of a flu
epidemic here and only returnsd to work this week.

Thenk you very much for sorting your Paspelums geographically
and listing the collections for me, It looks as if you have little
that we do not have. When I have pbont finished the South American
species I ehould be glad to go over your Paspalums namins thenm or
revising the names, Could they be kept segregzated unmtil I ask for
them? I hed intended to include Brasilian Paspalum only, but Brasil
includes nearly 90 percent of the specles so I have gone back snd
added the rest of South America. I should liks to examine 11 of

yours —— you Iknow the habit grasses have of chanzing the names on
their lsbels.

After I sent you the lict of Hordeame worked the "Lepturus®
group of Hordeae and the Chlorideae taken but of it. Enclosed are
notes I hope you can read.

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,

y A tls &ié;& a2 y

Aznes (nhase
Research Associnte

14 'Y mﬂf Ottt st _"'-v ne. /_44 A an e ¢ 1_4{‘1,_,7" "2 oy

A.'—-{_._...J.,._.: o T N

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



A\ g
' ‘ /wﬂj Re, 1978

%wwuuwzm Yoraioh o M/,(__ T

Pl i e
W’%M@/‘C}#Mc.zeﬁ.
. e
11‘-‘#—:24-“«4,4 o Baddan cnr< Epaln p-"’:"fg‘.zuz,

fwh Mok iz ke,

-

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



Bregd 190 Ko (deder)

3¢ clove (Umaer)

1% Aelppinii

16410ttty Ruien, Gosdld, R dag

Ggeitiva # 3 Jrgesen, He.

PM““?’“"‘] s }'t-.-—u/—@r )14-04-9**?) QM,M

Bointa e merkty  Bawg, Buidhiu, dleibak
““"7‘“—] = Mk

Pera 3

Sema o 7 .

@R | St ey Losks Wiaika, W H s, 1516194
' ¥ Wiy Bok. Gk Gt Sepl. (91)

"Mrtf;ﬂ. 2’7 .,7435,._“_‘3&

Mj,a‘ma 42
Bailoit Gerrama 23 (9 4 USDA Aiah. Cou. Metke.

4

t’{,l;l’ iy

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM

WASHINGTON 25, D. C-
Jan, 12, 1948

Deer Dr. VanSchasck,
With 211 sorts of apologies I am sending you the enclosed a week

after I ptomised it. I never seam able to estimate how long anythins is zoing to

take. I thought I was sbout finished with the Renge Grass paper, and then found I

hed overlocked the 1list of species to be ndded, I worked the whole weel on it and

only got it oﬂ'/ Saturday afternoon. Todagy I went over all this group of Hordeae .

and send you carbon of what I typed for US. At least I'11 send it airmail.

If you need help in your efforts to being order to the grass col-
lection I shall be glad to look up things for you--and hope I shell not delay so

long.
With best wishes,

Sincerely , |

ui/fw“’
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[[THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FORADDRESS |

George 2. Van Schaack
In care of

Mies Helen 0. Rider
135 Deerhill Avenus
Danbury, Conn.
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM

WASHINGTON, D. C,
June 10, 1946,
Dr, George B, Van Schaack
West Coxsackle
New York

Dear Dr. Van Schaack:

Your letter of the 6th just received. I am sending carbon
of what I wrote to Dr. Woodson. I had hoped you could go to St.
Louis this fall. Since there is no one else (I feel confident)
who could take such a curatorship as that proposed I should think
it would be held open. When I remember how I started at the
Field Museum on grasses, with no training but what I had gained
by myself--I had never seen a student of grasses and the termino-
logy used at that time was so vague I had to work out structure
myself--I feel you are, relatively, "well prepared". I had only
Bentham & Hooker for @enera other than those in Britton & Browm,
and Mexlcan Boundary, Yucatan, and West Indian grasses were given
me to name. With structure well in mind and the books available
today you can "learn by doing," and you can get help here when
you neaed it. The grass collection at Missourl Botanical @arden
was a mess when I saw it years ago. You could learn a great
deal straightening it out, and have a happy time doing it.

I think Mo. Bgt. Gard. 1s decidedly "wise" in making such
a proposition, and * should hope that after a year you could
offer a graduate course of the type Dr. Grizes gives at George
Washington. You would have a wider representation of grasses snd
could widen the work in morphology. I could suggest some improve-
ments in Dr. Grigge! course.

For the sake of agrostolozy I hope you will have that
honorary curatorship for training. ‘Oome down here when you
can to widen your kmowledge.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Y e e

Agnes Chase
Custodian of Grasses.
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Missourl Botanical Garden
2315 Tower Grove Averms f
8t. Louis 10, Missourl

May 31, 1946 }

Mrs. Ainss Chase E
Smithsonain Tnstitute
Washington , I, C»

Dear Mrs. Chasae:

The new chairman of oru Mathematice Department at Washington University
i8 interssted in adding to his staff a Dr. Van Schaack who, it appears,
is a valuable teacher of mathematics and & good friend of our mathe-
matic chairmsn, but who is more interested in doing ressarch in botanyy
than in mathemaids. Our mathematician has asked u, thersfors, if it
would be possible to cofer De. Van Scha-ck a joint aprointument in
matheratics and botany.

I understand that Dr. Van Schaack has been assisting you in the grass
herbarium, and since we know nothging whatever about him I am asking
you to give us some confidential information concerning him--whatever
you think bears upon the casa. Since we understand that he has no
formal training in botany it ssems unlikely that we would be able

to offer him a teaching position, at lezst at present. Howevar, we
did think th=t it might be possible to give him the facilities of the
Garden for his study, say =8 honorary curator of grasses in the her-
barium. We shall be gratefully obliged i1f you will give us = rather
full and candid statoment.

With best regards-
Sincerely yours,

Robert E. Woodson, Jr.
Assistant Curator of
the Herbarium

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



(CcoPY)

June 5, 1948

Dr. Robert E. Woodson, Jr.
Missouri Botanical Garden
2316 Towe? Grove Ave.

8t. Louis 10, Mol

Dear Dr. Woodson:

Your lettsar of May 31 has just been received. DIr. Van Schaack
made such a remarkably fine collection of grasses on Attu (of other
plante, also, according to Dr. Walker) thet I was greatly interested
in his desire to take up taxoncmic botany. W ile he was here I gave
him the short course in structure and gross morphology of grasses
which I have given & number of students. He showed himself to bs a
very keen student. Later I asked nim, for experience, to sort U. 8.
grasees into tribes, generak and species for distribution in the her-
barium (the grasses Lad been identified, naturally), I found no mis-
takes when I distributed them. I would have bsen more than glad if
ha could have been appointed hers as assistant in the grass herbarium.
He would be able to revise the grass collections in your herbarium,
having sccess to your valuable library. (I wish he could come hers
to copy annotdtions in many of the becks he would have to use,.) Dr.
Van Schaack worked over his other collections from Attu with some
help from Dr. E. H. Walker. Personally Dr. Van Schasck is well bred,
kindly and cooperative.

Sincerely yours,

Agnas Chase
Custodian of Grosses.

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM

WASHINGTON, D. C.
January 25,1946,
Dr. George 5. VanSchpack
West Coxsackie, New York.

Dear Dr. Van Schaack: |

Your letter of Jon. 24 has been received. Dr. Walker ghowed
me your Guggenheim etatement. I have had occasion to recommend three
men for Guggenheim fellowships and I think Dr. Moe takes a very liberal l
view, First he wante to Jmow the importance of the project. t is
why I noted on your sheet the study of materisl in the U, S. Nat. Herb.
never adequately worked up. Your collections far out-number all others
combined but you will want to account for all. Your work on Attu flora in
will include grasses and at lenst two species are still to be found or i
described and the complex of Poa lanata-hispidula worked out. The 1
morphology of the northern grasses is very simple but after office i
hours, as the days lengthen you cen sbitdy more complex grasses. I have |
unmounted specimens for you to dissect. I think Guggenheinm awards ars
made in the fall (unless some exception ia made in favor of ex-.service
men). If so you could not begin flora of Attu until fall, In the
meantime conld you use your "GI" college fund to take botany at George
Washington and Dr. Blake's course in Taxomomic botany evenings alsec,
and bssides put in all your spare time on grasses_here? Dr. Grigge
would, I think, give credit for your womk bere. Ip you decide to do
this you can state in your Guggenheim application that are to have
courses in hotany in the meantime. Better ask when mwards are made,
You did not mention your Fh. D. This will be greatly in your faver.

Whet I have suggested would give 1ittle time for"recreation”
but if you enjoy botany, especially grasces, as I do, you will not
need much recreation. I shall be ready with a graded series to dissect
when you return if you decide %o study grasses.

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,

diciols ézziwé, Acnos (isne

Custodian of Grasses.
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Captain Ceorge B. Van Schaack
Weat Coxsackie, New York

December 17, 1945.

Dear Captain Van Schenck:

Your letter with 3 grasses has been received. They are
Bromus secalinus L.
Andropogon virginicus L.
Elymue canadensis L. This has lost so many florets it does not
well show the structure. In Elymus the two spikelets at each rachis
Joint are alike and sessile. In Hordeum one spikelet ie sessile
and perfect, with a reduced pedicelled spikelet on each side. In
Hordeum the rachis disjoints with the 3 apikelete attached. In this
Elyms the rachis is continucui, the florets falling from the glumes.

We shall be glad to see you when you can come. You made
some interesting finds.

I am holding the 3 uichigan grasses in case you want to see
tham.

With best wishes,
Sincerely ,vours; .
Aenes Chase

Cuztodian of Grasses.
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM

WASHINGTON 25, O, C.

July 2, 1945

Lt. 6. B, VanSchaack,
Ordnance Dept., Navy 163,
Fl. P. 0. San Francism,
m.

Dear Lt. Van Schaack,

Thank you very much for the copy of your Flowsrs of
Island X, which came two days ago. I am very glad to have it. It will
certainly be very helpful to anyone who is at all susceptible to inocculatim
with botany. It ie to be hoped that many of the men on island X will find
the vegetation interesting. The preface is encouraging and the illustrated
gloseary ought to remove any fear the beginner might have,

Thank you again,

Sincerely yours,

W Colomas

Digitized by the Hur




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM

WASHINGTON, D. C.
April 23, 1845

Lt. G. B. VanSchaack,
Ordnance Dept., Navy 163,
F. P. 0., San Francisco, Cal,

Dear Lt. VanSchasck,

Your letter of the 8th with enclosures came the 18th. ] am re-
turning the grasces you sent. The sedges and Juncus I turned over to Dr. Walker.
They are so immature he will probably not be able to neme all of them.

I an very glad you are finding grasses fascinating--I have found
them so for 50 years. Secribner & Merrill is out of date, btut I sent it because it
was the only thing available. We have a mss "Grasses of Alaska" prepared some years
a£0 by Prof. Hilthcock but never printed, he felt that more collections were needed
to work out the many puzrles. Your Poa stenantha, for exemple. I cannot see that
it is anything elee, but we have a few specimens with a few hairs at base, but yours
is rather copiously hairy. Poas vary greatly in the amount of "web," but it is
used as a key character, becagse on the whole, it brings allied species together.
There is a vast amount of work still to be done on Poa. Hulten has published pt.
2, Flora of Aleska containing the grasses, and a copy has just reached Washinston
at last, but it is not yet available from the library. I shall be able to use it
whan you send this year®s collections. But from what I have seen of the Work--in an
hour or two--I do not think he has solved all the problems. vI hed taken fragments
of some Alaska grasses for you and send them with your specimens. With your eye
plece and lens you will be able to dissebt the spikelets and get some idea of the
genera. The far northern grasses seem to be even more variable than the general
run. If you can collect and send us good specimens of grasses they will be a great
help in working up the grasses of Alaska eventually.

Dr. Walker told me a few days ago that he had received the pay-
ment for the lene he sent you.

With thia I am sending a copy of a recent paper by Mr. Swallen,
who plans to work up the Arctic grasses. He was sent to Brazil for the "duratidn"
and we do not know when hs will return. Puccinellia is about the worst of the
Alnals punsles. He wante all the specimens he can get. I shell be glad to help
you in your study of grasses in any way I can.

Fith best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

I find T am out of Smithsonian franked envelopes %;1/ ? & AL

of the needed size, =0 am using Dept. Agricicul-
ture, but my efifiress is Smithsonian--Mr. Swallen

is in Agricultura. /}-[ s __’_47 .
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM

WASHINGTON 28, D. C.
March 22, 1945
Lt. G. B. Van Schaack,
Ordnance Department, Navy 163,
F. P. 0., San Francisco, Cal,

Dear Lt. Van Schaack,

Your letter of the 17th with check fpr 33 enclosed was re-
ceived this morning. I have mailed to you a copy of the Manual, $1.75, and
Genera of Grasses of the U.S5., 40 cents, total $2.15. The belence, 85 cents, I
enclose in stampe. I hope you can sell some of them to fellow soldiers. There
are no copiee of the two I send for free distribution, I vhdd $1.75 and 40 cente
for them respectivelg. Before the Manuel was first printed I ordered and paid fo
150 coples because I felt sure it would soon be out of print, and because the
number to be printed was ghverned by the advance orders. The Manual was out of
print in less than 2 months. There have been B reprintings, and between printins
I have supplied copies at the price I paid for them, I now have but 3 coples left
and am not sending them to any who have acceas to a copy. A new edition has been
prepared by Mr. J. R. Swallen. It was ready in the summer of 1941, but wae deley
ed by the Bureau temporarily, and soon after, when war was declared, for the "dun
etion." A number of additional species have been found, some extensions of range
from Mexico, some old world weeds, some ne%w specles. If you will read pages 6 to
14 you will have a good generel introduction to the study of grasses. I am glad
you find the Firet Book useful. I% wes planned for those who took up grasses, as
I did, without any teaching in the subject. I send aleo a copy of Scribner % Mer-
rill's Grasses of Alaska, which, while out of date, will te o° some help. When
names differ from those in the Manual take the Manual, Hierochlo# for example, in-
etead of Savastahe.

Such g notebook as you describe would be of the greatest help
if the plants had been studied and notes mede on them, with sketches of dissec—
tions. Grass spikelets, which are morphologically flowering branches, must be
taken apart if they 2re to be understood. By ordénary mail I ghall send you pack-
ats with = few spikelets of most of the genera so that you mey dissect them to
learn their structure. All the northern grasses are very simple in structure. The
difficulty in studying them is because of their variability, the specles seen to
run togethep in Poa, Puccinellia especially. But if you will collact the grasses
glving them numbers I shall be glad to name them for you, in the mesntime you can
call them Poa 472, or the like. It is better to use a single series of numbers
for all collections. I cannot take time to make the notebook you suggest, and to
be of the greatest use to you you should make the notehook with notes and sketches
no matter how crude, yourself, in studying the spikelets. Yom will heve time to
do this before the snow is gone, I hope. I am sure you will find the grasees a
most interesting study. Of couree you need a lens to study *he spikelet. I am
sorry I have nn extra one to lend but Dr. "alker said he thought he could lend one.
The Smithsonian has none for thie purpose——I think it would take a speclial act like
Lend-tease to obtain permlesion 1f it had one. Our microscopes are supplied but
80 far aas I lnow we all buy our own lenses.

With best wishes,
Sincerely yvours,

.vf?yuw G Hh e

Custodien of Grasceg
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON, D. C. Jan. 11, 1945

Lieut. George B. VanSchaack,
Ordnance Dept. Navy 163,
F. F. 0., San Francisco, Cal.

Dear Lieut. Van Schaack,

or. Walker has shown me your letter of Jan. 4--he had also shown me
your fine epecimens when he was working on them.

We shall be very glad Yo have any grasees you may be able to collect.
The region is important from the standpoint of plant distribution, and while we
heve a good many grasses from the Aleutiene there sre doubtless species not rep-
resented here, and we are eager to add to our collections. I shell be glad to
study your grasses and report to you. There is no work on the Aleutians except
Hulten's Flora of the Aleutian ‘slands which is difficnlt to obtein umder the
present conditions. We have a copy in the Agrostological library here. With
this I am sending you a book for beginners on the structure of grasses, that I
hope will be of help to you, also Scribner & Merrill's Grasses of Alaska. It is
old (1910) and does mot have much from the Aleutimns, but it will give you all
the genera, at least. A copy of Swallen's Puccinellia of Alesks is also in-
cluded. We shall be grateful for eny grasses you can send.

Another botanical student is sending plants from the islands, the
particular islands unknown st present, Robert C. Morehouse, 20902155, H& § Co.,
203 Inf. B,N., U. S. A. P. O, 725, c/o Postmaster, Seattle, Wash, Poselbly
you may meet some day.

Vith best wishes,

Sincerely youre,

Custodlian of Grasses

KTATER
sE
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1920

My dear Frofessor Hitcheoek:

I am in receipt of your letter of iareh 1 reletive to the
publication of Mrs. Chase's account of the grasses of Ok-
lahoma.

I have delayed replying in the hope that I might be sble i
to make some & stion as to fhe printing of this papsr, |
sinee I realize that it is undoublsdly an sdmirable pres- i
entation of the subject aud' i Would Le unfortunate if it N
eould not be ha-ouah{ out within & regsonable length of

time. S0 foer es publishing if in the Gardon Andasls is
aconcerned, I Pesr this is gquite out of the-guestion. iside
from the fact thot we have on hund wore matorisl than we
will be sble o vrint this year, we have Tfound it pecesssary
to meke the rule of wsserviog tne anuals for papera frxom

our stef? and students only. The pressure tb print things
prepered oulolds the Gerden hae al times lLeen vory strong
end I would hesitate & long time before [ bioke the precedent
which we, at preseiit at least, fesl to bo abcolutely necess
8aT]e

It certainly seems to me that it's up to somebody im Oklahoma
to soe that thie paper is priated and, under the eircumstancen,
even though Proiessor Stavens may have loft the siate, I think
hie obligation to carry out the original arransement with Nre.
Chasge ia Just as binding as &ver. 'Ton't you think, if suffi-
clent pressure were brought o bsar Lhat you might be able to
accomplish thia?

There is a possibility that lator in {the year the Lcademy of
Sglense of Lt.louls muy be able to priat this paper. %We have
get aside a thousand dollars or more for publication this year
but, eince ¥re. Chase'’s papor would uadoubiedly consume most
of this sum, I wonld not be in favor al the present time of
accepbing it. I feel thatl the zc¢clive mombere of thse Academy
bave the first right and it is, of course, highly prohable
tust we will rec=ive ocnough papers from this soorce te exhavel
the fund., dhould it havven, howsver, that fowcrds the ond of
the yoar money were sbill avallable, I would be inclined to ;
recomuend st lesst the earaful consideration of the pnblication

of Mrs. Chese's monograph. T[his iz the only thing I can suggest

at the vresent time, =21thoush shounld I laarn of any other possi=-
pidity, I shall inform youe

I
|
!

Very truly yours,

Direotor
Dr. A. S. Hitchcock

¢ g Vig » Lo . . L hag
Digltlzéghégfs%ﬁ% Hit Institute for Botanical Documentation



American Association for the Advancement of Science
And Affiliated National Scientific Societies

LOCAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE :

GEORGE T. MOORE, CHAIRMAN 1919 MEETING OFFICE OF GENERAL SECRETARY:
ALEXANDER 5. LANGSDORF ST. LOUIS, MO. MISSOURI BOTANICAL GARDEN
AUGUSTUS G. POHLMAN

JOHN W. WITHERS DECEMBER 13, THIW, TO JAMUARY 3, TA2E ST Louts, Mo,

November 10, 1919.

The meeting of the American Association for the Advancement
of Science in St. Louis during the holidays affords a particularly
favorable opportunity for those living in this vicinity to become
members of the Association. Aside from the benefits of such
membership, the opportunity to secure at considerably less than
the regular rates, either Science or Popular Science Monthly is an
additional reason for joining the Association.

It has been customary in the past for the Association to receive
large numbers of applications for membership from those residing
in the vicinity of the meeting place, and it is hoped that St. Louis
will not fall below the records made at Pittsburgh and Baltimore.

Please give the matter earnest consideration, and if membership
in the Association appeals to you, fill out the enclosed application
card and forward in the addressed envelope.

GEORGE T. MOORE,
General Secretary.




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
BUREAU OF PLANT INDUSTRY,

ECONOMIC AND SYSTEMATIC BOTANY.

Washington, D. 0., Maroh 1, 1920,

Dr. Geo. T. Moore
Hiss ouri Bo%an:lcel Gerden

St. Louis, Missourd.
Desr Dr. MNoore:

Upon the request of Professor Stevens,et thet time
Professor of boteny in Oklehoms,Mrs. Chase prepared an account of
the gresses of Qklahoma. She spent much time on this and the
resulting menuseript was e well worked out article on the subject.
By the time the article wee finished Professor Stevens had left
Oklzhome end the Government officiels had changed so thet at
present no body there is interested in the iublicetion of the
artia)ﬂ. It was plenned to appesr in & Government publication,
fnowing that you ere interceated in the flore of the south-west
I thought possibly you might like this msnuscript .:E'or publication
in one of the Garden serials, It seers unfortunate that a good

plece of work of this kind should not be made aveilable to botenists,

especially when treating of a difficult griup in e region not
covered by sny of our stenderd flores, The manuseript conteins
about 112 peges. There are keys to the genera and to the species
of each genus, [The genere sre desoribed and the species briefly

80s 3 pld you be interested I will send on to you the manusoript
for mination.

Unfortune tely it cen not be published here, as 1t has
not been the poliey to inelude articles desling with so limited
a8 locality. Yery truly ;'ou.rﬂ,{.l S Acliliocek
Systematio aprostologist.

Digitized by the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation
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