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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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INFORMATION SENT WITH NOTICE OF THE ILLINGIS PLANNING AND CONSERVATION LEAGUE A‘\NOU‘\CEVE.‘-’T?
THE DAM ILLI

if you are interested in belonging to this leagus, Flease see mimm,
(A synopsis of the major prcposad "improvenencs" to the

water resources of south centzal Illinois)

. by John Carl Marlin, Director, Committees on the Embarras River

September 22, 1971

Decisions made within the next five years will determine the fate of most rivers in the
Southern half of Illinois, Plans to dam and channelize rivers are being developed and promoted
at an alarming rate. Unless action is taken soon, no major Illinois stream will remain free flowin
This article briefly describes the big projects plannsd for some streams. The Army Corps of
Engineers (COE), aided by local politiciens and vested intarests pose the major threat to our
rivers, The Illinois Division of Waterways (DOW) works closely with the Corps and has plans for
the few rivers which the Corps has missed. The Soil Conservation Service, (SCS), with dozens
of small watershed projects including dams and channelizations, is concerned mainly with small
streams, SCS would come under much less pressure from conservationists if it would concentrate
on its primary mission of keeping soil on the land, Uncil Illinois' soil is stabilized, dams and
drainage ditches will continue to suffer from rapid sedimentation.

ILLINOIS RIVER. Early explorers commented on the great beauty of the Illinois River. Today
this river is highly polluted, sports several dams, and has been charnelized to a depth of nine
feet to accommodate barges. The barge interests, which pay little or nothing toward the comstruc—
tion and maintenance of waterways, are not satisfied with the present waterway. Consequently the
COE is seeking $226 million from Congress to provide new locks on the Illinois waterway and $128
million for a modification of the Calumet-Sag canal. The Corps has also requested $375,000 to
study the possibility of channelizing the Illinois to a depth of 12 feer.

. MISSISSIPPI RIVER. The Corps is studying the possibility of deepening the present
nine-foot barge channel to 12 feet. This project will severely affect :he ecology of the upper
Mississippi valley.

WABASH RIVER. The Wabash River is generally free flowing. A group of promoters called the
Wabash Valley Association (WVA) is about to change that. The WVA proposes that a 12-foot barge
channel be created up the Webash River. A complimentary proposal calls for a branch canal
through Vermillion, Iroquois, Kankakee, and Will counties to the Illinois Waterway at Joliet.
The firsc link is to connect Mt. Carmel, Illinois, with the Ohio River, The COE seeks $100,000
to study this proposal.

SANGAMON RIVER. The future of the ill-fated Oakley Dam project which continues to threaten
lerton Park, is uncertain. The whole matter has been taken to court. The $68 million
(Illinois share--$514.5 million) project is opposed by conservationists and farmers above and
below the dam site. Yet state politicians and Decatur businessmen continue to support it,
The project includes 2 98-mile recreational greembelt, which is hailed by the Corps and conser—
vationists as a great improvement over channelization. Unfortunately, the DOW is attempting
to decrease the size of the greenbelt.

VERMILLION RIVER (Vermillion County). The Vermillion River has three branches which meet
near Danville, The North Fork presently hosts an Illinois Power Company dam. The lMiddle Fork,
which is a good canoe stréam, is the site of a hotly-contested proposed DOW rscreation dam.

The last major wooded area on the Salt Fork has been selected for a CCE dam about 10 miles from
the proposad dam on the Middle Fork. The WVA will support this dam too.

.E}SE-ARRAS RIVER. The Lincoln Resevoir project near Charleston threatens to eliminate
what lictle wildlife habitat remains in Douglaa and Coles counties and disrupt drainage
on over 150 thousand acres of the nation's best farmland. For these reasons farmers and con-
servationists are bitterly opposing this projsct. Less ccotlv alternatives to cue $60 million
(Illinois' share—-512 million) reservoir exist, but are 'politically unfeasible." The WVA,
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._ LITTLE WABASH RIVER. The Little Wabash is about to receive the authorized COE Louisville
Reservois near vouisville. This §31 million project (Illinois' share--§7 million) will inundate
the secczion of che river which has the greatest natural value. On the Skillet Fork of the
Licctle Wabash COE plans call for the $24 million (Illinois' share-——$8.7 million) Helm Reservoir
near Helm, Both projects are supported by the WVA. The DOW has channelized part of the river
and have indiceted that they would like to dig out much more.

SALINE RIVER, The Saline River is currently being channelized by the COE at a cost of
$10 miliion, This 1s another "improvement' supported by the WVA,

BIG MUDDY WATERSHED. Rend Lake is nearing completion on the Big Muddy. This $54 million

- (I1linois' share——510 million) project is expected to return an annual bemefit of two ceats

on the dollar according to the Corps. An envirommental corridor 1s planned below the dam since
the proposed barge canal lacks economic justification. Crab Orchard Lake, Devil's Kitchen, and
Little Crassy are completed reservoirs on this watershed. The DOW recently completed a large
recreational reservoir on ¥Xinkaid Creek in Jackson County. Despite 2ll these dams in the area,
a recent report recommends that the COE and SCS construct 73 more reservoirs in the Big Muddy
watershed. Congressman Ken Gray favors this plan.

CLEAR CREEK. A bill which is supported by the DOW has been introduced in the Illinois
General #ssembly which will authorize a reservoir study on Clear Creek in Union County. This
proposed dam may threaten the Pine Hills Natural Area which is sacred to biologists throughout
the continent.

KASKASKIA, Shelbyville Reservoir is nearing completion in Shelby County at a cost of

miliion (Illinois' share~--$16.4 million). This dam is 50 miles from the proposed
Oakley site and 35 miles from the Lincoln site. Downriver in Clinton County is the notorious
Carlyle Reservoir. This $42 million (Illinois' share—-5$3.3 million) "improvement" has flooded
the farmers whose land it was to protect as well as its accompanying picnic and camping areas.
The Carlyle Water Sports Festival which was supposed to attract over a million visitors in the
summer of 1971 was a financial disaster. As a special gift to area coal and barge interests,
the lower river is being channelized at a cost of over $100 million so as to accommodate the
barges.

MACKINAW RIVER. Two dam sites on the Mackinaw River were recently found economically
infeasible by the COE, These sites have been studied since.the Thirties,

KICKAPOO CHEEK, Two dams are planned along Kickapoo Creek in Peoria County by the COE.

A $176,000 study is undarway to justify them. The Corps is attempting to placate conservaticnists

by promising %o buy woodland around the reservoirs.

LA MOINE, The La Moine River has been studied by the COE for years and proposed reservoirs
have been declaired economically unsound. A 1970 DOW report recommends no dams in the river.
However, the Corps has a $354,000 study of the river underway. The La Moine Valley Association
reputadly wanis a dam, and the Corps seems determined to study every possibilicy.

The above information ignores the innumerable small reservoirs, channeslizations, stralght-
enings, and other alterations planned for small streams. It also passes over some major reser—
voir sites which are scheduled for study. Illinois' water resources are about to undergo rapid

lopment. Serious questions about the need for these costly developments, their environ-

tal effects, and their long—term desirability had best be asked soon——otherwise there will be
no major rivers left in anything approaching a natural state for future generations to enjoy--—
or even 'develop."
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