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‘wWny to the Weet" 0 T was told, It is on ths Mohawk River and at the Uniom
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Sopt. 27tk 1940
Dear Ben, AT MAgISoW (PSR4

I have not heard from you in such a long tise, way last Spring, I
belleve, but I seen to rowembor that elther the last of Sepls or the let of
Ost. is yair birthday, and so I am going to wish 7o many Huppy Returns of
the Day.  Our faaily are still old-fashioned onp ugh to renember thelr
birthdaye and either send a card or a letter-to selebrats the date,.I hope
this yenr has been u year of plossant memories, and'I Had such a wloe trip
this last Augueb, that I wu still "keeping uy golden memories aglow,n

There :was & =mnll party golng from here to the Falr on m cheap
R.R. fare for 15 daye roturaing via Niagara Falle via Schanestady where
Louiej my eon, and Rosalie, live, so I made up ay mind in a great hurry to
g9 to Sechen, leaving out the Fafr and Washingiom stop~over as that wauld !
give me mbout nine daye to stay with Loule, I az mo glad I did, He and F.osa

had taken a house out at Pallstom Lake for the swmmer, 18 miles fros the cit
It wns lovoly out there, many other summer homes were clustered on both =ide
of the green lnke, which shilusored 1ike an emorald in the thick groves of
pinns and maples and wild flowers. Louls' house was on a rocky Bluff, 80 fi
back fros the lake with eteps leading down to the water cut out of the rocke,
toa platform for the ewlmmers, and "a 1ittle red cance™ for boating. The
bouse had a bilg 1iving room with larze glass windows noross the front asd one
side lomking out on the lake with a fine view. Two otnar young enginesrs,
Bgp Flaher, and Woodrow BEloomdanl board with Loulscand have their- autos,
°nd Rose's young brother from Atlanta, was thers, so we had a happy house-
hold, There was always “something doing" with so many young folks around,
Igui= hns n new Ford V-E auto and we had fine rides over to the mountaine
and %o other lakes for outdwr parties., Louls i= President of the Young
People's Group of the Church and they am very aciive in their work, Hev,
MeKeel tnkes a grent interest in them and they have woek-snd trips and social
gatherings and you would be surprised at the enthusiasm and intorest they
display.

They took me in to the city often and I went thru some of the big
eleciric plants with others; and 1o the Lab bldg. where they have a theatre
and a lestuper gives demonstrantlome with quesr looking electric machines and
colored lighte and other apparatus, both weird and wonderful, It is called
"The House of Unglc" and it truly is. The raue "Schenectndy" mesns "Gate—

College they have an Open nir theatre on the campus whenw the Uohawk Indianm
Festivale"™ revive old Indian legends and stories in performances each year.

There ars 18,000 men employed by the C.E.Co.and 250 bldge. The
American Locomotive Co. where Fdison firet worked, and this 0,E.Co. is the
outgrowth of Edison's work and planning., Here Charlee P, Steinmetz, the
humpbacked electricnl wizard lived and worked=-he cams here an exigrant, nl- |
tho orm in Germany, nnd he had n beautiful haze, A zo0 and a fine consorva-- |
tory of flowers ae well ms en electric lab. Me wne the man who produced
such terrific volis of lightning from his-machines. I saw so =any inters
esting thinges 1 ean never forget thez mll, |

A large city of 100,000 it w«e founded by th i
eettlore in 1661, and waz Lought feam Indlane oy
6 kontee, 30 barrels of lend, and 0 bags of powder."
Indiane have to give nway their gloricus lard-- 1
were doing anyway. But then they never could have developed this country
as the white Feople huve done,.
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o AL ] (I Returning-hame I stopped over for tws houre-nt Niagnre Falle
~ npd otk the auto bus sight soelng trip, nxd wne thrilled by the ::n-"m of it

~ mll--only wish I sould have spent the whole dny there, I wish I had had time

- %0 go over tulndinon and’ spend a day with your irteresting fasily, but had no
- ddon whether you would be at home, or off on a yacation, but I thought o you

DoWitt could not go with ma op thie 4rip, T am » to say,

wyhow.

&# lie Ind tnken his vacatlion in Nay , golng Yo the Oulf Const and Yobile, and
1 kiad really not plasmed 46 go on this extoreive 4rip, urtil the oppertunity
i I shall never rogret it.  One of our young men friende siayed here -
use with DeWiitt while I wis gore o0 Yo was ot alome, Last jORT We
n nice trip to Cupe Cod to 'gnit- ihe Enrkers-and had such a pice fami
¥ ro-undon, Louis and Rowe wers swfully glad 1o have ue, end conditione
1 cver the world are so upset, no e krows whother our young men will have .
tobe culled to the colors by this tize roxt yenr, or not, but we hope not..
The Gen'l E. Co. ir ne of the lsportant Key Industries, s0 we put our hopes
o that. The war is £00 territle to talk nbout. We hove to keep up with the
evente; and they scem to grow worse fro= day Lo day. I do so wish they would
#top and bnve PEACE. -
] . ~ Gur city ls to have 50,000 soldlers here next mordh out at
Pasp Shelby. Uany buildings mre being fixed up for them now, 300 houses,mese
telle; 20 hospitale, etc. nnd we carnot get a workman now for the Govi, will
pay $1.00 a day, ten hoirs, and double pny on Sundnye. We bardly know what it
will Be 24ke to have 90 many people here, and we will Be crowded off the elde-
walke, ard the stores will do a big business, Many officers have inken houses
down at Fdloxd and Golfport for their fasilies, mnd rents and ete. have gone
WRY Wp. T hope food etuffs will not go up t09, but suppose they will,
. 1 hove wuch u nice letter fror young Lloyd Duggar of E'ham.
I nm very fond of Lloyd and an mlwaye glad to hear fros him, I srite to Reuhen
Duggat at Onllion now sometimes. €inse Mirrie telle Tarny and 3ndde sboui her
trips back hame 10 “lNew Wope™ nt Gallior, mnd she Alwaye iries £o go %0 see
‘Rauben whemover she ean, There le wush an irterestisg nrtiele in the Septi..
nuzber of "The Couniry Sentlemer® by Paul delrulf; enlled "They Wnit for the
Lagbt" ub out how trachomo blirdness is boirg cured by the drug sulfarile-
®ide, I know t 1t iy u dangerwuwdrug evcept in the han dg of a dostor, and!
1 donok know the pature of the troublo with Reuben's eyss, But 1t must be a
terrible eross for him to have to benr. I do not wonderke s often irritable,
y Furry bas kad a nice trip up 4o Trenton, Tenn, t5 visit
Allve, und I hope %0 go to lobile Yefore long o wisis Fanny.
I =ust dring this epletle to.a close for it is almost
tize for DeWitt to come home to supper; but trust the shock of hearing from me
will not be tho "Blow that alzost floored Father" und so you sust remesber
that: you sre not by ary meuns forgotten, and with many wishes for n happy
birtkdny, no aatter whether I have the exact date right or not, believe ze,

Cordially yeurs,

Eovsies flage e

1019 Nein St. Hattiesburg, Mise.
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Dec. 12th 1940
Dear Bea, Al [V ARISDMY WIS

Your very delightful letter was like a birthday gift:for
mine cames Nov. 25th-memrly and at times on Thanksgiving Day. What:
& jolly time your family must have:together with so many and varied
interests; and now you have another little boy toomake it lively att
Christmas time, congratulations to alli of you.

Why how lovaly it would be if you and your son Ben and family
zould tour thru Florida next suwmmar, and if you have a chance t0 come
over our way we would be delighted to ses youiagain., I was so sorry
that you did not come over to Amy Barker-beautiful home and I am enclos-
ing a few views showing what a mansion they have, They call it "The Hill".
And here is a snap shot of Rose Leigh and me taken in Amy's front ymrdi
just after breakfast, Louls took these and if you wish you can keep the: I.f
ons of Rose Leigh and I as I have a duplicate of this ome, but the others l"
if you do not mind I will ask you to return as I have no duplicates-of"
those, I hope you may have a chance to visit Schenectady--it is a
very wonderful city, I think, Mountains all around it, lakes-in profu-
sionm, settled by the Dutch way back in 1664 with quaint odd houses and
most modern hotsls and homes also, and the electrical plante-and Union
College whare they have the Mohawk Indian Festivals- svery summer-on the
College Campus in the open ald theatrs, I enjoyed every minute of my
stay.

But 1ifs has been rushing ever since I came home--our city is-
80 over crowded with people-nearly every ome who lives near dom towm
had applications t0 rent their roome; and even sleeping porches. I have
two nice young couples at my home, the young men ars working with the
Construction Force, and Mrs.Restus has a fine Pontiac auto andishs hae-
enjoyed seeing something of Hattissburg. I expect they will all leave
befors Xmae=as their work will be finished but more soldiers will be
sent here and the officers will want rooms and apartments for their
wives, Camp Shelby is ten miles long and 8 miles wide--a sea of tentss
On Sat, nights the streets mre s0 crowded with men in uniform one canmot
makes progress, If we do nmot shop early the storse will have nothing left.

And all the Clubs are having their Christmas parties this
week, and I have five boxes of gifts to fill and pack and send to rela-
tives. It is a pity to have all One's rslatioms live in other cities.

And I have a letter from my Brother Myron tslling me of the
passing away of Reuben last month. I have felt very much saddensd over
it altho he did not give any facts axcept that he died on a Friday nightt
and was buried Sat. afterngon at Faunsdals, I do not know whether Reuben |
wre at Gallion or at Auburn with Fred's family when he passed away:

Myron is 80 busy he did not have time to write a long letters I remember
Reuben as such a lovabls, attractive young man, way back in 1894 when we
wers at Grandma's home in Demopoliss  So sociable, and so willing too
"beau" us girls around to the summer social affairs at Gallion. Ninnie
Hatch (Mre. Pearson) wrote to Myron and told him, and I know she willl

S S
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miss Reubsn very much. She mlways invited him to dinner when she came
back to "New Hope", and he always called her "The Boms", You know I
expect Minnie has had a time with that plantation, keeping it going,
One brother Ben Hatch died two years ago, and Taylor could not be de-
pended upon to manage, and she had trouble collecting rents from color-
od tenants. I wonder she did not ssll the place long ago, buti I think |
her brothers were opposed to her doing so. She loves the place I sup- l
pose: from association, but it must be & "White Elephant", Alicecthinks- ¢
that Reuben was always in love with Minnie Hatch, and that had a great
deal to do with his wanting to stay up in that part of the country,

It is too bad he had such a heavy cross to bear with hie blind-
ness; but so much is done to make blind people happier now. We have m
young girl in our Bible Class that the ladies are putting thru College
hers, paying for her musical courss, She plays ¢n the piano and sings-
also, and her "Seeing Eye" dog is devoted 10 her and iakes herraboutt
every where. But it is terribly pathetic all the same,

!

1 have been so worried mbout DeWitt, (Mr. Hutehins) ha hasenot. |
been 80 well lately, and the Banks are all working over time thrae night-{.
& week handling the weekly million dollar pay roll for Camp Shelby. The
men come in afier hours, and stand in the Bank lobby in four rows, lined
up to get their checks, He has to be down at work by 6:00 AM and often
they are at the Bank until after 9:00 PM, His deafness and sinue
trouble bother him and he has to £9 to the Clinic often for treatment:
The nervous strain is very hard,

There are many svents I would like to write aboutibut I must.
hurry along as there are Xmas gifts to make and pack up and I have %0
look after the wants of the ladies in the house, and after the Xmas rush
is over ons will have time to talk about other things,

I just feel the war is so depressing to talk about--it hangs
over-us like the Sword of Damgcles, Of course, if the U.S. is going to
send American ships over to convoy shipments to England, some will be
sunk and we will be in for trmyuble. I understand that is what Congress is
discussing now, and ten Senators want to g0 and visit the European capi-
tals and see for themselves just what the situation over there really
is like, as they are by no means sertain that Great Brittian will win,

It doss not sesn that either side will win much butt ruins of fine cities,
and bring famine on the people. How fortunate that you visited in
Europe when it was-beautiful and interesting--Germany wae in its artis-
tic and intellectual glory during the early years of the Kaiser's reign,
and has never been the sams since the World War. Do you suppose those
beautiful old Cathedrals- over thears have been destroyed. They keep so |
quiet about the damage in Germany, the papers do not tall us much, so |
I havs not heard, |

Did you break the bons is your arm when the mccident occurred?
That ie too bad and of courss, thers is need to be very carsful, I do
Hope you will have no further troubls with it, and here's hoping that:
you and all the happy family will have a most delightful Christmae with:
the loved ones coming and going, and with best wishes always,

Very eincsrely,

) & 5 VE 2 2 A LAV
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Oct. 18th 1941
(

My dear Ben, AT MLD San WAL

It has eeemed such a long time since I have heard from
you that I almost hesitate to write lest I should be intruding
upon you, You write such charmming letters that I have certainly
regretted mll thie long lapse of time. I wrote to you after Reuben's
passing away but never did hear from you and thought you must be
too buey to write, or that you had some other reason,

Ever since the Army Camp was established here we have:
had rooms rented like everybody else in Hattlesburg for the sudden
influx of many people ceused much over crowding: So we have had our-
hands full with transients coming and golng., And so many weddings
are taking place we can hardly keep up with them. Among them I am:
sure you have learned of the coming marriage of your very pretty
niece Mary lorgan Duggar,(/for Ida must have written to you) %o
Mr. Harry Toulmin, the wedding to take place next Sat. in Tuscaloosa, I
Ala. Ida wrote us about it a few days ago, and we were glad to hear
all about it. She has our best wishes for we all admire hers I have
not eeen Mary Morgan for years but I have heard about her from time
to time. Her younger sister Helen is also very attractive. Lloyd is- |
still in B'ham, I think. He wanted to became an Ensign in the Navy,
but 1 understand he has taken up something else. Ida wanted to get
8 position here at Camp Shelby as hostess as they pay so well, but
decided otherwise, and is still in Tuscalogea, i

Louis and Rose Leigh are now at Ft. Monmouth, New Jer-
sey and will be there for awhile. He is & lat Lt. but tells me he is
also working in the Lab. there. They were in VWashington July, Aug. &
Sept. where he took a course at the Army Industrial College, and had’
invited me to come up and spend the month of Sept. with them but I
was i1l ij bed all during Aug. and not strong enough to take the trip
in Sept. However I am slmost fully recoveredialtho a little lame yets
DeWitt thinks I worked too hard with all those roomers and so he willl
not let me have anyone in the house at all right now, until I become
quite etrong again, I am going over to Choir practice this afternoon,
however, as we are to have special music at the Church to-morrow,

This ie Home coming week for the soldisrs who have returned from the
La. ganouvers and the down town is decorated with flage, and all Clube
end other organizations have welcomed them o their Club rooms, and

the Churches have invited the soldiers who have musical talente to

sing in the choirs, andl we want to make them feel specially welcome.

I do not get out to the Camp very often. Had some ladies
here from Ohio who had relatives there and we went out in their car-
to visit the boys but after she webt back to Ohio I have not been out
there much, It is an immense place but a great deal of eameness about
it. Every street looks just like every other street, and the recrea-
tion halls are unusually nice, but I am glad I do not work out there.

Had a letter from Alice telling of the passing away of
Cousin Madeline Barras. She was the youngest of the four Duncan sis-
ters'who moved to N.Y. years 8go. Cousin Louise Cunningham is now in
NoY. City visiting her daughter Mary Allen Petrie--she writes to me
every now and then. Another sister Cousin Alice Pierpont lives in St.
Fetersburg, Va. and Gertrude Dinwiddie lives in kiami, Fla, By the
way did your son Ben Jr.and his fanily move to Florida ! I remember
YoU wrote me that he wanted to go there to live, and that you hoped
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to make a tour of the South some winter-and I hoped you would be
thinking of doing that at some time in the not to distant future,
and that you would come by to sea us., However this frightful war
has upset many plans and caused so many of our boys to be sent far
away from their homes; that I imagine you are still in Madison.
Louis does not know where they will be sent after Nov, lst and
they are looking forward to an interesting event the last week in
this month October 28th. 1 think Rose has been very brave--she has
teen far away from home, and they left many friends in Schenectady
when they went to Ft. Monmouth, and knew no one there, and she has
sent for her Mother to come and be with her this next week, and we
are looking for news from them mny day mow, How I wish they could
come South and be with us. My son means so much to me, and he has
a very sweet wife in Rose Leigh,

The minutes are paseing ewift¥ly mnd I must hurry,
if I am to get over to the Church. I have been singing in the Choirs
of Churches ever since I was 17 years old, end for weddings and for
funerals and all sorte of musical occasions and am stilliat it,

Don't you think you could find time to write to me
oceasionally ' I do not want to have you <lip out of our memory r
and hope it would be as much of a pleasure to you ms it is to me,

Maybe I will have more news next time I write. Louis-
wante me to come up a little later, if I can, but thinge are so un-
certain mas 10 where he will be, that cannot mske any plans right now.

Here's hoping you are having a pleasant time this Fall
even tho I know you always keep marvelously busy,

Youre sincerely,

al

2 0 |
Leittdd. “fFs
¥ U

1019 Main St. Hattiesburg, Mises !
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Tivows WAt r:nsﬁ.mJ h.f:
April Tth 1946
Dear Bey, AT /A DIsow; Wie

_

the old m:n:;"' :"‘ Shaskixg aiqnyiyed o siAes Sewiy
o R es uub- wey of coming back to us-se-we ait
1t ia l"ort'h,: SM': ¥y« That eounds vory semtimental, bus
Y s ‘.o eer true, Altho our days are busy and evar '
yince this Wouse has beem filled with momners, peeple
coming nnd going, Owing to the drastic house shortage hore
in Hattiesburg, and 65 000 soldiers statiomed out si Camp
ghelby with thelr relatives here to visit then before they
left for over sems, we have had a busy time.” We “nave felt.
s0 very sorry for many ol them, Howsver thare is just a
apnll wunmber out at Camp Bhrelby row tuv 1 +t111 have a nice
couple ir the nouse st presert.

But I warted to ask how tne War trented you mnd
your fanily., 1 might have asked this pefore but I only
recently learmed where you wers, ana what your addrese was.
. T wns down in lobile recently on a visit 1o Famny and Alice
apd the lmst Two lattors L wrote to you st waaison, Wis.
wers ieft unanewered, and I had vo way of knowing what had il
becoms of you. }

Ws wers fortunate in that Louls did »oi have 1o
§o over sens, Ha was stationed at Tt Momaouth, HJ. Tu¥
nas boes discharged now with the vitle of Lts Col, and is
at present located at Ringoes, N.J. where ne found & hNouse
for his fazily while he 1s avbending Princeton College. He
wns lucky to find such = coufortable Wome for his fanily
with an acute house shortage exiating at preseat. Aad Ob :
1 am going up o ses hia sozme +inme this coming sumzer and-
ay two lovely little grand-daughters, parbara Leigh snd
Amy Lou Hutohins. I must tell you that Louls is studying
45 be n Prasbyterian Yinlster at Princeton rollege and he
was given the charge of the Church at Risgoss and thelir
prasent house adjoins the Church yard, They 1ike it very
much, and Roee Loiga, his wife, is having her first ex=
pordence in being & Winister's wife, which i= a profession
in itself, Louis caus %o 4his decision mfier much serious
4hought, and I expect hes will make a very fine Uinlster.

1 have hrd our Wouwe done oVer, repapersd ard
pninted inside and +he f{ront porch screaned %o keep oul TR
wo aquitoes mnd insscts-~this is & great comfort as we it
on the parches so much in summor-time.

While I was in Mobile I want 4o ®eé one of the
a0 st beautiful gardens i» the world, the Ballengrath Gar—
dsma situsted 12 niles soutd of Mobile on Fowl River:I¥
hna every flower-ihat can grow in the South, beautifully
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lapdscapsd, with lakes like mirrors reflecting the benuty
of the flowsrs on the banks. It is more like Paradlss
thas ary place on this EurtW I have ever soen. People
come from mll over the U.B. to visit it, They tuke in lots
of money, adalesion §1.00, ard autos ervowd the parkleg
apnoe while people walk arsund enjoying the lovely vistns
of beauty. It must be grand to live ir siich n place.

Ny, Bellengrath was= head of the Coco-cola Bot-
tling Worke in lobile and they designed this fine garden
tp attract visdtors to Mobile. Thoy have Leen more thaa
ropaid for their trouble.

Have you heprd anything more of the Look thut
Cous=in Alice Pierpont of Petersburg, Va. wrs %o have pub-
lished by Faster time, tils momth ! It is her Brainchild
snd she Waw beer working or it for twomty years mand s far
it has cost her §1500,00, and I beldeve 1t is now 1n the
hands of the publishers, It is cmlled: "Reuben Kidd, A
goldier of the Confederuoy."” 4 is avolved largely fronm
latters ke wrots durimg the War Belwen the States,ts mma-
bers of gur fasily. He was k1lllad in the baltle of "Chick~
amauga and left a ring to be given to uy Mother Alics, but
sho never recoived it, Allce Plerpont snid i1 was a lovel]
story and I am very much lzisrested nad 'ﬂc:pv:\ to haye 8
cepy &8 %001 Ay it coues out, i iz ever “.n:)-. 'nw..\:’d
u ploture of Grandaa Allce Duggers Al ico Pisrpant wante
me %o talk it up with the U.D.C. here ir Ig nnd .1‘;r"1:.u %
sell as many coples as I could, I will send you ].'"t of
the illustrations and I lmagine it is very interesting in-
dsed,. Bhe 1s so busy sho does not alwayse have tima %o
answor letters, she says , and she ls vow 75 years f.ﬂ.d, “
1 hope she will hurry and got it published and ox .:ne aar-
ket. I suppose you have heard of ity have you wod !

I must hurry on--it is a lovely Bunday aftor-
soon with all the chams of the Spring-tize asd soft, wnrm
Lreozes and every levely iflowsr-blooming out. It is -l:.
the wore peaceful since we recently h?dhai;c:;ro t:;'n:;:‘

49it our city wad tore offf tops of buildings, Up~fGo =
tg :nu, pln-d’n auto on top of & tree that wus h:m-:
iv.r. and auother treo fell on tep of that, wnd flattene
a furmiture warehouse, tore down street cur bmrme and
loft a wake of destruction iu its path. Fortunaniely 5o
11¢s was lost, and it did mot visit ourvpart of the cily,
butl wont thru the south and nﬂ‘parﬁou._

T wrote you of the sudden prssing awny of sur

s beloved Brother Myresm Gpragus is Mobils, em Dec. 30tk
cheerful,
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Lets do bet—
tar tale womar

rot far-from Frizceten, avd 4het is rot Zor Zrem New Yerk..

#it oxce and I have mever returmed it, again,

He wis & Righ degres Uasom,

I would be se giad to hemr freu you.

I also heatd o? the passing away of Zeusin Fre¥

Duggar; and I know whai iels umsams Lo yo¥ - me war sucha = fime nsm and 2id so auch good
. We 3ay pet have se nuch nore time surselves here

Bcae

Posedbly 1f I kue¥ seus firm in New Qrleane Dut I selden sr zever
Bincerely,

These loved ones can 2eVer be replaced; and I extend te you ny desp
I had a letter from kis daughisr Dorethy Duggear whs is mow im Augusta, Ga..
g0 domn te N.0« always-visitieg UeLile whemever I hove s chance,.

Myren died of heart failure im his sleep, sppsrantiy sitheut » eiruggle, lesving

I wanted to s2k you »leo if you cpuld {01l ne waere I could buy e aiscrescepe,
You snrid once-that I wae-vary desr to yow from meepciatlon, mud then you rever

With cerdial geod wishes--and maybe I could ceme up te see yeu

wioen I g te Ringeer which is
4

You paid me & v

Won'é you wiite to @0 zuetizes.
it sesus te me we ought to be able to erjoy some sort of secisbility and corree

failing bulwaris, always syaspiaetls,, alwaye willimg,

on this lawet. Not that I feel oldy I work in ny gurder full of flowers, take care of

t%e Fouse, rert rooms to one couple, and have part im the secial 1ife of the city.

did take the 4rouble %o writs to me agninm in T do net know how mamy yearss.

r wife and daughter to mourw kis lees as Well ms bis sisters and = host of Triende,
tor than that frem wow ox.

and a zush loved citizen of Wobile.
pondexce., se artier if we sre Lusy.

#ot aa expenszive one.

here on sarthn, .

sympathy,

EEVET

Rge
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