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Statement on harmful and offensive content

The Hunt Institute Archives contains hundreds of thousands of pages of historical content,
writing and images, created by thousands of individuals connected to the botanical sciences. Due
to the wide range of time and social context in which these materials were created, some of the
collections contain material that reflect outdated, biased, offensive and possibly violent views,
opinions and actions. The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation does not endorse the views
expressed in these materials, which are inconsistent with our dedication to creating an inclusive,
accessible and anti-discriminatory research environment. Archival records are historical
documents, and the Hunt Institute keeps such records unaltered to maintain their integrity and to
foster accountability for the actions and views of the collections’ creators.

Many of the historical collections in the Hunt Institute Archives contain personal
correspondence, notes, recollections and opinions, which may contain language, ideas or
stereotypes that are offensive or harmful to others. These collections are maintained as records of
the individuals involved and do not reflect the views or values of the Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation or those of Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Institute

The Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, a research division of Carnegie Mellon
University, specializes in the history of botany and all aspects of plant science and serves the
international scientific community through research and documentation. To this end, the Institute
acquires and maintains authoritative collections of books, plant images, manuscripts, portraits and
data files, and provides publications and other modes of information service. The Institute meets
the reference needs of botanists, biologists, historians, conservationists, librarians, bibliographers
and the public at large, especially those concerned with any aspect of the North American flora.

Hunt Institute was dedicated in 1961 as the Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt Botanical Library, an
international center for bibliographical research and service in the interests of botany and
horticulture, as well as a center for the study of all aspects of the history of the plant sciences. By
1971 the Library’s activities had so diversified that the name was changed to Hunt Institute for
Botanical Documentation. Growth in collections and research projects led to the establishment of
four programmatic departments: Archives, Art, Bibliography and the Library.
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BOSTON MASS., MAY I6TH, 1880,

M¥ DEAR BROTHER MAHNING! --
THE BROTHER WHO BEARS THIS T® YOUu
18 J. DOUGLAS HOBERTSON, OF BLUFFTON, SOUTH GAROLINA. HE HAS
BEEN KNOWN 'ro-m: MANY YEARS, AND TO z-uu.tn-.lun Fmaﬁns OF MINE.
¥OU WILL RECOGNIZE IK HIM, AT ONGE, A CULTIVATED CHRISTIAN
GENTLEMAN, AND, ONE EVERY WAY WORTHY OF ESTEEM AND CONFIDENGE. HE
WILL EXPLAIN HIS EGRAND TO BOSTON. YOU WILL BE INTERESTED AND
SURPRISED AT THE RESULTS OF HIS EFFORTS TO ELEVATE THE COLORED
PEOPLE OF HIS NEIGHEORHOOD, AND WILL BELIEVE WITH ME THAT HE HAS
-~ : 4
GONE FAR TOWARD DISCOVERING A SOLUTION oF ThHe ''HNEGEO QUESTION,'"!
¥OU WILL RECOGNIZE HIS TESTIMONIALS AS TO HIS WORK AS THE
VER¥ BEST, AND I AM SURE, WILL BE GLAD TO GIVE HIM ANY AID AND

ENCOURAGEMENT THAT MAY HE WITHIN YOUR POWER.

YOURS EVER FRATERNALLY, f

A, ¢ 3 P
g ek - ( et
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EOSTON MASS., MAY 106TH, 1880,
MY DEAR BROTHERI-- ;
THE BROTHER WHO FRESENTS THIS To YoU,

ARD DESIRES TO HAVE OFFORTUNITY TO PRESENT TO YOU THE OBJEGT OF
HIS MISSION TO THIS CIT¥, IS J. DOUGLASS ROBERTSON, OF BLUFFTON,
SOUTH CAROLINA. HE WILL BE ABLE TO TELL YOU SOME THINGS ABOUT
THE COLORED PECPLE THERE WHICH WILL INTEREST, SURPRISE, AND PLEASE
YOUs I THINK ¥OU WILL BE WILLING TO HELP HIM IN ANY WAY CON-
SISTENT WITH YOUR OTHER DUTIES.

HE HAS BEEN KNOWN T0 ME PERSONALLY FOR MANY YEARS, AND TO FAw=
HILIAR FRIENDS OF HIM. HE WILL COMMEND B{MSELF TO YOU AT ONCE
AS A CULTIVATED CHRISTIAN GENTLEMAN. HIS WORK SPEAKD FOR ITSELF
BY ITS MARVELLOUS RESULTS. HE HAS GONE FAR TOWARD THE SOLU=-
TION OF THE NEGRO QUESTION, AS HE WILL BE ABLE TO SHOW.

HE BEARS TESTIMONIALS OF THE VERY HISHEST ORDER, AS YOU WILL
RECOGNIZE, AS SOON AS YOU EXAMINE THEM.

I COMMEND HIN TO YOUR KIND CONSIDERATION, AND TO YOUR AID AS
FAR A4S YOU CAN PROPERLY RENDER IT.

YOURS FRATERNALLY,

- ¢ o, S r e
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BOSTON MASS. MAY 30TH, 1880.
" 3iY DEAR BROTHER RUSSE!.L!== i
BROTHER ROBERTSON, OF BLUFFTON,
SOUTH GAROLINA, WHO BEARS THIS LETTER TO YOU, HAS BEEN KNOW¥N TO
ME FOR MANY "EAHE_. AND ESTEEMED AS A FRIEND AMND A CHRISTIAN GEN=
TLEMAN. IN THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD HE WAS UNEX®ECTEDLY PLACED
IN A POSITION TO ESTIMATE AND FEEL THE NEEDS OF THE FREEBHEN OF
THE SOUTH. ME HAS BEEN GRADUALLY LED INTO ENDEAVORS TO 1MPROVE
THEIR TEMPORAL CONDITION, THROUGH THEIR GUIBED EXERTIONS, AND TO
ELEV&TE THEM INTELLEGTUALLY AND MOMLLY' AS WELL AS RELIGSIOUSLY.
HE WILL GIVE ¥YoU THE HISTORY OF HIS EFFORTS, AND THE REMARKABLE
SUCCESS WHICH HAS FOLROWED THEM. HE IS IN THIS €ITY BECAUSE
HE EANNOT DO ALONE WHAT HAS COME TO Bf HIS BPUTY TO DO FOR THEM.
° HE HAS HAD GREAT ENGOURAGEMENT HERE, AND WILL GIVE YOU SOME
OF THE TOKENS OF THE GOOD~W®LL OF OUR BEST BITSENS' ANB OUR CHRIS®
IAN FEOPLE. HE DESIRES TO SEE SOME OF THE MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH
AND TO ACQUAINT THEM WITH HIS WORK AND THE FRUITS AS THEY ALREADY
A”EIR. AND THE PROMISE OF A MORE ABUNDANT YIELD IN TIME TO COHME
¥YOoU WILL KMNOW HOW TO ADVISE !-II]J' AND I WILL €00PERATE WITH
¥OU AND' WITH HIM ACCORBPING TO YOUR COUNSEL.
I THINK YOU WILLAGREE WITH ME THAT HE HAS MADE A SUBSTANTIAL

COHNTRIBUTION TOWARG THE SOLUTION OF THE MEGRO QUESTION, 45 IT HAS

Digte8=ByHe Fhant Indti (e forBo tih ithtPo Sl fBiTtatfon™
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BEEN BROKEN UP FOR THE st_#'sch‘, FOR 1 THINK HE CoULD SPEND A%L!T—
TLE TIME WITH US_ pm!rrArm' TO US, AND ENCOURAGINGLY TO HIMSELF,
v T b |

BUT YoU WILL KNOW wﬂf'r 15 BEST UNBER THE eI RCUMSTANCES, AND

CANNOT FAIL TO PBE BEE®LY -tlTERESTBB IN ALL HE WILL SAY TO Yol

HE WILL SUIT YOUR CONVENIENGE AS TO THE TIME AMD PLACE OF

¥
THE Imk?-ltﬂ’ DURIMS WHI ¥OU MAY HAVE LEISUREZ AND -?Rxw FROM
CARE, TO LISTEN TO H1S A OUNT OF HIS MISS1ON.

YOURS F-'\A,'I'BWLL?

‘J C _/ff(m’c/k_ﬁ- / ([{ca 4—"' —_
| | -
!

1
!
.
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